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Collegii (quod. omnes, qui- 

SSSR by cum Literts ac Humani- 

tate aliquod commercium , ſumma , utt \ 


C 3 decet, 
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decet , veneratione coly Fundatoribus; 
quod nullus, tantz fo -..... adſeitus , Li- 
brum quemlibet in dias luminu oras effunde- 
re audeat , quem Prales , adplaudentibus 
fimul Cenforibus . indignum prius non jud!- 
caverit ,, qui dintius in Veſte penetralibus 


_— 


. . 
cre ern 


abditus lateret. Et graviſsimo ſane con/1- 
lio ; tametſ: enim paucorum admodum , nutto- 
rum reftius dixerim, nomina veſtrus adſcribi 


Tabulis /olent , qui ſolennia + Eruditionss 
C*ingenti ſut ſpecimina, vel ſcriptes, vel con- 


felis medicts , vel diſputationibus , abſtruſrora 
circa Phyſices T heoremata, in Comis publr- 
ce habits , prius non exhibuerint ; ideoque ſit 
ſperandum, neminem ex its aut meditaturum, 
aut in publicum daturum aliquid , quod aut 
Philoſophum reita ratione utentem, aut pium 
atque ( hriſttaniſmo imbutum non deceat : ve- 
runtamen, cum quiſque ferme infatuantibus 
peſcime iftins Sirenum, qnamis , blanditns ſit 
nimium obnoxius, Scriptorimg, plurimis inna- 
tun fit iſhinſmods vitium,quod ſui cerebri Mz- 
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neruas flagrantius , quam modeſtia ferat, 
ament ; quid magis videatur conſultum, 
quam ut uniuſcuju/que Collegarum ſcripta, 
quam. prelo T ypographico , prigs ſubjician- 
tur examini eorum , quibus id munerss ſoci- 
orum ſuffragius demandatum , quo fit perſpe- 
Hum mag, an ex 11 utilitatis aliquid Artium 
- ſeientiarumgque latifundits ſuccreſcat, © genti 
Hippocratice honoru ? Huic proinde majorum 
Senatus-conſulto, nedum Philoſophiz , ejufue 
Jobolis Medicine , aft etiam ſacris Religions 
Principius quadantenus ſartis tefliſque conſer- 
vands ( ſaltem quoad veſtre Ditions exten- 
fronem) utilifimo , liberrima voluntatis mex 
EvyxrKoy tþſemet obtemperans, En, in manus 
tuas, Apollinez Artis inſigne Deus ac Co. 
lumen , haſce meas Philoſophie Primitiag 
trado : eo duntaxat nomine, quod: fe oculatioy; 
tuo, quod = inſtar omnium, judicto luc; 
Hujus uſura videantur digne; 03 majorizadver. 
Jus virulenta Semicriticorum Zoilorumgue 
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Evelyus@  Antoritate foras prodeant premns:. 
nite, & Bonorum favori, plentori cum gratia, 
commendentur. Ceteroqui , ſt vel verbulum in 
eus aut ſaniori Phyſiologie, aut Fidei Chriſtia- 
nz, aut bonts denique moribus diſſonum > in- 
congruum reperiatur : vel T meu Blatti/que 
perrodende mox exponantur, vel fato illi ſubja- 
ceant acerbiſlimo , quod exuſcitatum impits 
* Artibus ab Erichthone cadaver olim, ad ro- 
gum quam citiſsime reduxit, de quo wvy)uffe; tie 
Poeta Lucanus, 
Vadit defuntus ad ignes.. t 

.  Noneft vero,quamobrem tam rar omi-> 
zer. Omnes etenim,dum buncce Atheiſmi Tu- 


mulum effem meditatus angentols mei nervos, 
mediusfidins , eo ſemper intendebam., ut redo, 
C& ſuis gennins filuus ab Matre Santta Eccle- 
fiam - OF B24 , Veritatis tramiti 


anfiterem: ne ab opinione quavis inſana,ſplen- 
didiformatameth; veriſumlitudinis ſpect þ ya 
wat, amt Mens , aut Calamus unquam:- ullibi 

deflette- 
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defleteretar, ſalebroſa versis Hereſeos, Er- 


rorilve diverticula ; que omnia ( Cardio- 


—— 
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k gnoſten humillime conteſtor ) ab incunabults 
I que exanimo faſtidivs. 

, . Nec meo,ad lapſus nimis prono, unice ſu- 
_ bac re , confiſus ſum arbitrio: ſed &9* la- 
R bili minus quorundam etiam Theologorum, 


\_ | ingenio ſupra vulgus literatorum multum per- 
tv || ſpicaci, & queumbil fit magy cordi quam ip- 
ſamet veritas; quibus ſingulas hujuſce T rafta- 
tus Phyſico-theologici /chedulas, dum atra- 
mento ſcriptorio _ diffluerent , tradidi, 
ſerio & ſevere examinandas, imo ubicung, its 
; | opwoiſum fuerit —_ 
| Horumitag aquabilt judicioft tuum etiam, 
,. | Eruditorum Dictator, omni ex parte conſen- 
... © ſerit; Librum huncce, ter ſacroſanttiſitme Di- 
1 vini Numinis, ab execranda Atheorum impi- 
p. | #ate tremendum cogitatu) palam impetite, 
4; | Majeftati vindicem , magno two Nomini 4 
,, | me inſcribiconſecrarique patiatur , Candorem 
tuum, cateras tuas virtutes undiquaque illu- 
| | "1 . 7 x 
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ftrantem , obni# ac cum debita Dignitati tme 
obſervantia rogo. Fabrica eft , cujus Fanda- 
menta praclarum iſtud «M atbeſeds lumen, 
Carrtts1um dico (cut fo Fata dinturniorem 
in terris indulifient incolatum ; dubio procul, 
iam din anxieque ab omnibus Sophie cultort- | 
' bus exoptatum-, Phyfiologie fanioris compen- 
dium Reſp. Literaria ab ills folo expettaſſer, 
Te, "bc 796 excepiſſer) non ita pridem in Me- 
taphyſkcis fwis Meditationibus pofurſſe, certe 
vix me deceret pluribus tibi infmnuare : qui om- 
ua efus 5 periuflraſti volumma , & , quod 
folextifiims patrhognomonicon eft ingenit, perlu- 
cide jamdudum intellexifti Ainigmata. Fabri- 
ca oft, cujns flamina Lavovicus Vives, 
 Paxwrepus Monwneus, Marinus Mar 
S$ENNUS,  PeTrus GassenDus ( He-. 
roes publico Humane gentis commodo, C3 no- 


bihorum Difeiplinarum increments. nati} ex. 


dents conerifeique ſais ſapjonic þl 


vs profinenttr nebu contulire. Fabrica, ut nno- 


onnis-#hjoboam , cnn confloutionen epide- 


micus.; 
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micus ferme ſceleratiſsimi bujus ſeculi Athe-- 
iſmus ab omni Erudito efflagitaſſe videatur, 
omnes apud , reflos rerum eftimatores : & 
quam nulli.,, nifs ſacrilegi Libertini noſtrs, 
quos apud Dei, & Religionis cauſa Aſſertore 
prorſus indigna habetur , inutilem cenſebunt 
vel ſupervacaneam. 
; emini , Vir Excellentiſsime, te efſe il- 
um, qui me, poſt prematuram ſereniſimi mei 
Rquondam Domin,, Carori, fere hujus Bri- 
iStanniz noftre eMonarche, Apotheofin, non 
© lim C3 invidiz vipereo veneno turgentibus, 
aſt ipfunemet mftar ('haritats bemigne riden- 
tibus oculis aſpexiſti; in illuſtrem Collegit ve- 
ri ſocietatem invitaſti [2pius ; tandemque, 
quum inaugurali meo munere defuntius eſſem, 
candid exporreffaque (quod aiunt) fronte ex- 
epiſti. Deinceps vero, toties quoties Te, tan- 
qjuam LEſculaptum redroroum, agrorum 1t- 
xzndarum ergo, adivi; me, circa flochaſmam, 
progn0[in, medendi methodum , prefidiorumg 
uaterian , Jas protixe, de more me, defferen- 
A *2 —_” 
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ſententiam, aut rettiorem commonſtraſti. Me-| 


tem patienter C7 fine maligno iſto medicaſtres 
innato Contradicendi cacoethe audiviſtt , & Þ 
aut meam, ubi ration afſentiret , comprobaſti | 


« 
V « 
>. 
* 
k 
"- 
P 


mini etiam ( & magnum Hippocratis noſtri b 
_— ſemper habeam miht tratum , ſr tanti 

eneficii fuero unquam oblitur) quam paterno®” 
amore me,epidemica ſuperiors annt 'Dyſenteria\ 
graviſiim* C tantum non lethaliter infettum, 
viſuaſti; quanta induftria ſaluti mee invigila- | 
ftt;quam admiranda tandem Arte(favente Ar- _, 
chiatroCeaxleſti)animam meam abuſque Cha-/. 
rontis cymbula reduxiſti : ita nt digne canam, p 


_ 
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Aaxiliis Pxura wn, anima hec mori-F 
bunda revtxit; - 


 »* Utvigil,infusa Pallade,flamma folet. 


Hyec omnia manent alta mente repoſta, necÞ 
is Morts etiam erit tyrannide , viva inſignu 
tue me erga Humanitatu Charagmata, cords 
met metitulleo profundiſiime inſculpta, peni 
844 deradere. Quid vero retribuam tibi Fa 
ATE - tot 


ye 


[ITT 
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tor Ampliſsime , pro tot tantiſque favoribus, 
prater Animum Gratitudints & Amor ple- 
niſsimum , ignoro prorſus : quem tibi mrs; 1 
au; addittum , pro conſueta tua Beniegnitate 
agnoſcere dignerts,etiam atq, etiam te 0 teſtor. 
 Caterumut mundoetiam untverſo clarius inno- 
of! teſcat hac mea%>y«1a,En,in ipfius teſttmonium 
at: levidenſe hoc rx tibi offero:tot inter voly- 

 mina,quibus inſtruttiſsimos habes Bibliothece 
fl te forulos , infima vero claſſe reponendum. 
-; Reſtant adhuc mihi complurima, in grate 
* mentis unwows, inſuper dicenda : ſed Am- 
R ; hora jam exut,currente rota. Dsux Orr. 

| bak tibi longos,es* benefico ſyderum aſpetu 
proſperos _ annos , in Morborum fe- 
cunda nimss ſobole, in Humani geners excidi- 
um , quotidie naſcentium exantlationem feli- 
cem , ſimul ac Artunoſftre compendium ;, ex 
animo precor. 

Is PPcon 8octegurr, % 240i mu PATETE Pr eſes . 
Ex muſz0 meo Londini,Kal. Auguſt. anno 
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A PREPARATORY. 


, Advertiſement 
F. TO THE 


| READER, 
"Oy ogicalt Labyrinth (fo the Rem 
ry mgly imricate and obſure 
© tations are here ſet, may warrant y6u toeall 
® ic) providenceenjoyn's ; that we tender you'a 
unprzjudiciall and ſatisfaQory Lefhire, as to: 
the Preamuntio of this well-mrended Fxter- 


EPRMYEfore you fet foot within the 
(2 RID);F dovrofchis our Phyſica. thee 
b (© ©) meahod, whereirrthe Rowes 
# << SIYE- . of our own and others: Cogi- 
1 Preparatory Advertiſement of ſore things), whoſe 
* pracognirion is requiſrre, as well co:yonr calm, 
priſe of our Pen, againſt bothithofe implacable,— 
though | 
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— 


| eAn Advertiſement 


though always foyled Enemies to learned Indu- 
- 14mpertinent and'parcel Contradi&ion , and 
malevolent Cenſure.. . Y: 
| The Cardinall -points, or Heads , under 
wholecomprehenſion , All ,'whereof we hope 
a przvious. conſideration , as your homely, 
but wholeſom Entertainment, "during your 
ſhort Detention inthis Portall, doth genuine- 
Jy and regularly fall ; arc. onely theſe For : 
viz. (1.) The Occafion and Incitements to this 


Bxerciſe, (2.) The Neceſiity and Juſtification of Þ 


Naturall Theology , in generall ; and of this 
in particular , and therein principally of 
the Demonſtration of the Exiſtence of God , by 


beams univerſally deradiated from that Ca- A 
tholick (Criterion , the Light of Nature: (3.) The | 


gratefull commemoration of thoſe venera- 
ble Authors, from whoſe repleniſh't Trea- 


4 

b- 

xy 

Fe, 
fy 


{uries , the richeſt Contributions toward |} 


this Hoſpitall for the cure of miſerable Infidels, 


were derived': (4.) Our due Confeſsion of # 


A 


thoſe Defef#s and Impediments, which ren- | 


dred us inſufficient to the worthy Admimi- 
firation of. a Province (o difficult, ſo ſublime, 
ſo ſacred, ſo diffuſive. 
| ks | As 


— 


- To the Reader. 


As for the Fnfſt Praconfiderable , viz; the 

Occafion; it is a Truth, not more deplorable, 

then manifeſt , that this our - gem ,. Which 

may juſtly contend with moſt parts of the 

Earth , for the Priority of Converſion to 

Chriſtianiſme , and might ( Ah! that the righ- 

reous Anger of Divinity hath left us no other 

Tenſe to ſpeak in!) not wany yeares fince, 

have.challenged the Garland from the whole, 

for the orthodox, zealous-, and ſincere Pro- 

feſsion thereof : hath, of late produced, and 

doth at this unhappy day foſter more ſwarms 

of Atheiſticall monſters (ſuch at leaſt , whoſe 

licentious Pra&tiſes, and inſolent Diſcour- 

ſes in Publick , do equally declare their wild 

Ambition to be ſo accounted ;-as if the on- q 

ly way to acquire the reputation of being 

Tranſcendent Wits , were to ſcem able, with 

bold and ſpecious Arguments , to 1mpugne 

the — and moſt ſacred Yertties ; nay 

ſuch, upen whoſe Admiſsion , the Certitude 

& ofall other Notions doth individually depend) 

; I} then any Age, then any Nation hath been infe- 

ſted withall./ Nor, indeed,canthis 4ſſertion ſound 

harſh in the ears of any zquitable perſon, _ 
| a (hall 
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ſhall buc have obſerved, that Re bet (the vital | 


ſpirity of all Commonweals , and the Sanftio 


of all Human Laws) and the ſacred Authority } 
of the Church (the onely Brafen Wall of defence | 
againſt thoſe Legions of Errors, and Inſions, * 
which the common Adverſay of mankind, ? 
by his ſubtle workings upon the Deceptibelity 3 
of. our frail Nature , hath advanced) are both | 
ſo ſhatter d and undermined by our Farall ! 


Croll Ware; that there yet remain many and 


wide Breaches , ar which whole Hoſts of the | 
molt execrable Herefies , blaſphemous Enthufi- * 


aſms , nay even profes'c Atheiſm have enter'd 
upon us, without any conliderable Oppoſtti- 3 
from chole.,, who are , by the duty of #3 
their Place and Fun#im, obliged to bee the | 


"a 


publick Champions of all ſacred Traths. This | 
when wee had frequently , and- not withour- | 
due ſorrow conſidered, and upon a profound | 


and reierated Examen of all thoſe bloody 


Sopbiſms , which are uſually urged by Ache- 


iſts, to indubirate eicher the Exiſtence of | 


God, or thoſe his Two Cardinal Attributes, 


the Creation of the Univerſe , and the conſtant. 


Conſervation and Modyration of the ſame , by his 


Providence, 


; 
's 
> 
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To the Reader. 


Providence ; found them to be derived from 
one. of thoſe two poyſonous Fountains ; "ci- 


= ther that Hunan Aﬀetiions are imagined to be 


in. Gad , or that man doth yainly arrogate [0 great 


2. Sagacity and perfettion of Prudence to his owne 


Mimde , 4s be thereupon preſumes to be able to com- 

what God can , and determine What he ought 
to do : we immediately diſcovered , that the 
direct way to a full and durable Solation of 


. them all, was onely to advertiſe men in the 


enerall , that they ought to ſpeculate their 
ara Mindes , as Faute ſubſtances, and the 


F Supreme Bſſence, as an Infinite , and therefore 


Inc ible one. For , this immenſe Diſ- 
ion being once abſtractedly cogirated , 


and in the cloſeſt preflures of Hifidelity ny 


| reflected upon: all thoſe Mountainous Drffi- 


culties, which ſeem to eclipſe the Light of Na- 
ture, when converted toward Divimty, will 
ſoon Jeflen , and vaniſh , like rorid Clouds 


- before the Orient Sun. 


The way toward the facile Redargution of 
= = downright , or oblique and in- 
ible Athaſticall Miſapprebenſions , appearing 
thus plain, the reſentment of our Duty , both 
| a 2 | ro 
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to God, and our Fellowes in Humanity, 6 
God in the Vindication: of his injured Majeſty, 
to Man , inthe Retification of perverted Judg- 7 
ments., according ta the capacity of our Ta: | 
lent; engaged us to artempt a cops { 
therein. And to the incitement of this forci- © 
ble Motive we the more readily conformed # 
our Aſent , becauſe, having /not.long before | 


propoſed to- our ſelves to erect an intire Fa» } 
brick of Phyſicall Saence upon Principles which ® 


ſeem to our judgement to be the moſt ſolid 5 
and permanent, becauſe moſt Demonſtra- ? 
ble, ar leaſt, moſt Veriſimilous, as to the % 
Solutzon of all Narures Phenomena , and firmly % 


embraced that Axiom of the Schoolmen , Nul- © 


la res, qualiſcunque eft., intelligi poteſt , mſi Deus 3 
pitus intelligatur , that no one thing in Nature | 
can be known , unlefle the Authour of Na- | 


ture be firſt knowne ; we conceived it not on= *® 


ly no Apoſtaſie from our Firſt Reſolutions, but | 


a more opportune and- advantageous ' proſe. * 
cution of them, to beginne at the. Demon- i 


{tration of the Exiſtence of the: onely: Per- 
fe Ens, and ſo many of his Proprieties, 
or Attributes, as relate to the Univerſe in 

general], 


P—_ 


To the. Reader. 


generall ; and Humane nature” in ſpeciall; and 
. this, as a Foundation, that muſt not only ſup- 
port, but ennoble and facilirate our future ſ#- 


'n : perſtruftions. bg hs # 
> | Nor-could our often'and penfive reflexions 


;. # vponthe vaſt Diſtance betwixt the urmoſt Ex- 
d & tenſibility of our Underſtanding , and the loweſt 
e 7 partof this the moſt ſublime and excellent Sub. 
j» i je# , alteror refra&this our Determination: for, 
h ® ro counterpoylethar Drſcouragement, we remem- 
4 & bred, that to offend of Zeal, is more venial 
F 5 then to offend of Neglect. | 
e X .' Now, albeic this was the Senes,, or ſubalter- 
y 7 nate ſyntax of our Thoughts, to which our De- 
j. & fignation of this Work, as the loweſt link, was 
5 © connefted ; yet dare we not ſay-, that this 
« & Argument was wholly of our own Elefivn : 
7 for we, havelong inclined to that opinion of 
= Socrates * , Eam mentem DK ſngulis dant , ut , 
c iy communes utilitates in medium afferant , That eve- «d Philip. 
® ry. man's Province is impoſed uport him by 
&# the tacite Conſignation - of. Providence pivine, 
and that .it is the ſoft and:ſecret Touch of thar 
Univerſal Spirit , which'maintains the com- 
mon Flarmony of the World ,. that Tiines the 
| a 3 thoughts 
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choughts . of! - every: Individual? ro this\ or thar 
particular key+#and therefore apprehended it 
as criminal , to ſtifle or -extinguith thole | 
ſparks , which we could not bur perceiveto be 
kindled,, and glow within our breaft. © | 
. Concerniag the Secand , viz. the Neceſty of | 
Naturall Theology, weare nor fingular in our } 
perſuaſion, thattheſe rwo Polxtons, That there | 
1% a God, and that: the Sad of man i « fub- 
 Raxce perjettly daſtinf# from bis. bady , and endow- | 
ed with Immortality, by the Charter of its Eſſence, © 
are the Principall among thoſe Yenties , which | 
-are'to: be. demonſtrated by Phelofaphers , ra- } 
ther then Diveres, For, though ro us whole | 
Muides are deeply imbued with the ſacred cm. 
:Qture of Chnſtuaniſme , ic ſufficeth to aſſume | 
upon the cvidenoe of meer Faith, that God | 
is, and that the Human Soule , being confſtitu- | 
ted ſuperior to Corruptibility , doth ereraal 3 
ly ſurvive the Funerall of the Body : yer, | 
afſuredly can the-meer Natural man , per- * 
liſting in the Rate of Infidelity , never be ad- | 
duced to embrace either any Relig, or any | 
Merall Virtue: , | unlefle' both thoſe” 
-tundamentall be firſtevicted co him,by Reaſons 


/ 


, 
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"a the Reader: 


Apdiftical , deſumed from thar infallible Cri- 
terton , the Light of Nature, from whoſe Judi- 
cature there can be no appeal. 

And, fince in this life of Senſuality, th 
Encouragements and Invitations to ry 
are boch more and ſtronger, then thoſe to 


& virtue : moſt certain it is, that very few ment 
£ m_ prefer the harſh dictates of Hone- 
= ſly and Rioke, tro thole more complacent 


ones .of Pleaſure and Profit , if they neither 


* fcared the juſt vindi&ion of an All-obſervant 
2X Deity., cor expected a furure Inbſiſtence after 
= Death. Now , however it be indubitable , 
# that the Exiſtence of God ought firmly to 


be belceved , becauſe ir is Re. Wits. 
in Sacred Writ, And, by converſion , that Sa- 


© cred Writ ought ©o be beleeved , becauſe it 
© is deſlumed from: God : for, ſince Faith is 
Z the Gift of God, he that gives Grace ſufh- 
Y cient for. the ſable Apprehenſion of other 
7 chings contained therein, can alfo give Grace / 
4 ſufficienecothe admiſsion of his Exiſtence, yer 
& cannot this kind of Argumentation, with pro- 


bable h 


to an 


of his Conviction, be propoſed 
- who looks upon | Reaſon onely, 


as 
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7" that the Principles of Religion are ſteadily # 


as the chief inducement of Beleef : becauſe it 
is a manifeſt Circle, whoſe parts reciprocal. 
ly depend upon. each -other for probation, | 
and therefore he may lawfully except againft it, 
Again, as 1t 16 1ndiſpenſably _— in re. 
ſpect of Infidels; fo is it not Wnneceſsary , in re. 3 
{pet .co Beleevers , to prove the Certitude of '® 
theſe two main Pillars of all Religion , -and # 
Morality : ſince the Evidence of Reaſon, ſu. 7 
perannexed to that of Faith, muſt of neceſsity = 
| if not augment, yet Corroborate ut : and that} 
happy ſoul muſt, doubtleſſe, have much a clea-} 
rer perception of the verity of ſupernaturall Ob. 
jefts., who ſpeculates them both by the Light} 
of Natwe , and of Grace. 
And therefore , though we ſhould be ſo} 
largely Charitable, as to grant , that there are 
no Atheiſts to be found among Chriſtians: 
which is more then the obſervation of the? 
good Juſtin Martyr would give him leave to# 
allow , when he ſaid , dici - qudem nonnullo 
Chriſtianes, eſse vero nullius Numints cultores * : and | 


belceved by All , who make an externall Pro-| 
tels10n of them : yer notwithſtanding would 
's 
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it not genuinely follow , that therefote ir is a 
© Pleonaſm , or Parergy to ratify thoſe Principles 
7 to Beleevers, by the concurrent Teſtimony of 
that Oracle, Reaſon, tro whoſe Difates all 
Z Nations, all Ages , all Intereſts have unani- 
Z mouſly ſubmitted their Aﬀlenr. For , as it 
of * muſt conduce tothe Information of Unbeleevers : 
®Z Soalſo, proportionately , to the Confirmation 
ſu- = of Beleevers. | 
IJ Thirdly, as it hath beenthe poſitive and 
hat '* ſerled judgement of moſt Divines , both Anci- 
entand Recent, not-onely that the Exiſtence of 
Y-37 God may be demonſtrated , or irrefiſtibly en- 
ight if forced upon the moſt przvaricate underſtand- 
ing , by the preſſure of Reaſons purely Naturall, 
# bur alſo, thatthe Cognition of the Non-princt- 
arc 2 piate and Self-dependent Being , is farre more 
ns*Y caſily acquired , then the Cognition of any 
= Created Nature whatſoever : much as every 
* 10% man brings into the world with him a certain 
# Proleptical , or anticipated Notion of the Deity, 
and Z indeleblytmpreſſed upon the very ſubſtance of 
dily'2 his minde, bur the Science of all other Entittes 
'ro-® doth emerge from the Ideas of their natures, 
uld Extradvenient or Adventitious to the Copnoſcent Fa- 
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culty , by the mediation of the Senſes : So allo | 
was itthe expreſle Aſſertion of the wiſeft of ? 
men (Wiſdom 13. v.8, 9.) and of the greateſt of Þ 
Apoſtles (Row. 1.v.20.) that the Creator was ſo 
viſibly repreſented inthe mirrour of the Crea- ? 
tare, as noexcuſe could remain to thoſe unhap- *! 
py Ethmicks , who making more then fuperfict- 
all inſpeRion into the one, did yet pracend an 2 
Indiſcovery of the other. Quid- enim: alind conſþi- * 
cum hujus mand; theatrum, quam mil ev TEA Tx 06- © 
OY YWA%s , x) buoy Nogunwr $10aox3A600 ? As that J 
not long ſince Varall Library, Biſhop Prideaue * 
(whole memory , next that of our Royall Ma- ; 
fler, is and ſhall ever be the moſtprecious of /* 
all others, in our eſteem : nor onely in reſpe&t 
of his inſatiable native Capacity , ſtupendious 7 
Acquiſitions, and ineſtimable Benefits tothe 
Republick of Learning ; bur alſo of his fingu- Z 
lar Favours to us in particular) hath in a mag- 7 
nificentelegance expreſſed , tm conctone ad Artium: | 
Baccalaureos, in die Cinerum,de ſcala viſibilium ad in- 
Viſbilia,” 'To which accompliſh't Parapbraſe up ©: 
on thar freſhly quoted Text of S*.: Paul, we 
refer our Reader, in order to his own more | 
amplc ſatisfaction, and our Juſtification ,-con- 


cernang | 
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© cerning the poſſibility ; nay faciluy of the 

of & raindes mounting up. to. a graduable Intelle. 
of © ion. of the Supreme Ens, by the roundles, 
fo 7! or ſteps in the Scale of ſubordinate and Crea- 
ea. © ted Natures. 

* And Fouthly, leſt this our charitable Defign, 

= toſubvert the chief Citadel of Atheiſme , by a 
7 Countermine of Arguments purely Phyſical 
= (cntruſting the managery of that ſacred En- 
. ® gine, the Teſtimony of Caxowcall Scripture , to 
*Z the more expert hands of thole , whoſe Fundi- 
cn entitulech them to the proper uſe thereof} 
{a: *{bould want any one of the inducements of 
of © pesſwaſlion , requiſite to the accompletion of 
& ©! of its Defence; to the Reaſons, and Prace- 
2 dents now introduced , we may ſuperadd alſo 


" 3 the Autbority of no leſle then the Lateran Coun- 
m1. 2 «1, held under Pope Leo. the tenth. Which, 
20- 2 baving with exceeding prudence decreed the 
1. 0 4nathematizgtion of all luch Atheiſts , who dare 
154. 7 queſtion either the Being of God, or any of 


2 bis Attributes ( whether Abſolute and Incom- 


= & municable ; ſuch as his Etermty , Immenſay, 
Ore = Simplicity , Immutebility , Independence , &c. perfe- 


Ripns.-congentred in, his moſt glorious E- 
b 2 ſence : 
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ſence: or ReſpeRive , ſuch as his Omnipre. © 
ſence , Omnipotence , Omniſcience , © Juſtice , Mer 
cy, Goodneſſe,, Verity , Liberality , &c. "which 
by effuſton relate to the Creature ) or the” 
other Baſis of Religion , the Immortality of F" 
the Humane ſoul: doth , in the cloſe of the® 
Canon , 'not only adhort , but expreſſely com- 3 

mand all Chriſtian Philoſophers , that they ſhar- 3. 
pen their Style s for the totall Eraſion of their ' 


———_—_ Sophiſmes, and the deep En- | 
gravement of thoſe Magiſtenall Truths. | 

: To conclude therefore, infomuch as not '# 
onely multiplyed Reaſons, but allo Au 7 
thority both Divine and Human conjunRive- 


£3 
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ly, both warrant and enjoyne this kinde of 7 
Naturall proceſs for the convicton of Athe-# 


4 
[1 
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time: as wee can perceive no weight in} 
their opinion , who think any Princple of 


Religion either prophanely diſparaged and de-}! 


F 


baſed, or implicitely convelled and Mtagge-? 


A 
Þ 


red , when brought to the Teſt of Natural 2 | 

Reaſon , thongh only for Confirmation ; fo nei- 5 

ther have we any cauſe to fear , that the up-7 
er Form of Theologiſts will contraCt their} 
rowes, and frown'upon this our _— | 
cnt 
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& Ment and opportune, though imperfect Treatiſe.q5 
00 - Concerning our Third Poſtulate , viz, the 
-þ Nomination of thoſe venerable Writers, from 
1 whoſe large magazines of Knowledge, no 
of Wmall =_ of our Ammunition for the Bat- 
\e ery of the ſtrongeſt hold of the Common 
wn \dverſary to Humanity, hath been furniſh- 
- Fed; tothis your ſelf will acknowledge us ad- 
:- liged'as well. by the bond of Gratitude, as 
1. ZHonour : the firlt adviſing us'to return them 
Zthe due tribute of Commemoration, and an open 
4 Aproſeſsion of our beholdingneſſe to them, 
,_ the other 1mpelling us thereupon , in order 
Fro the prevention of being reputed Plagia- 
\f $77-' Bee pleaſed , then, Candid Reader, to 
.. 3 know from us, firſt that the Demonſtrati- 
x ® on ofthe Exiſtence of God (being the argu- 
AY ment of the ſecond Section in the 1. chap.) 
.. | cogether wich the enſuing Explanation of the 
3 fundry Secholaflgck Terms, therein unavoidably 
4 7 uſed, and the Reſponſes to the ſeverall Obje- 
7 Hions (whereof ſome were made by the glo- 
2 rious Marinus Merſennus, and others by ouremi- 
& nent , M*. Hobbs) was wholly collected out 
of the incomparable Metaphyſicks of that he- 
49315 | b 3 rol 
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roicallWit, Renatss De's (hortes. Whole Me- 
ditations on that as neceſſary as excellent ſubjeR, 
having bath frequently and with the moſt ab-W"” 
ſtrated attention of our mind. , read over, 
and with all poſs1ble equity of judgement pur 
theminto the ſcales againſt hal reborn of Cor. 
nelius ab Hogelande , the Arguments of Philip-" 
pres Morneus du Pleſcis , Hugo Grotius , and Petrus F 
Gaſſendus , concerning the ſame Theorem : weÞ 
found them, by vaſt exceſles , to overbalance all 
the others, in the points of comprehenſion, per." 
ſpicuity, profundity , conviQton. ( 1.) Compre- | 
henfion; becauſe their importance is of ſo great ® 
extent, as to take inthe ſubſtance of whatever 7 
hath, or ow np or by = whole world, on 
that particular. (Conſule ipſum Carteſium , in Epiſt. © 
tediew ad Doi. Sorbon.) (2.) Peony ates i 
though they are not accommodated to junior or | 
illiterate Capacities ; as himſelf prudently inti- 
mateth (in prefat. ad medit.de primaphiloſoph.) yet to | 
thoſe Heads , which ſtudy and contemplation * 
have prepared for the entertainment of Noti- Þ 
ons ſupernatural , muſtthey appear as diſtin, | 
clear , and bright, as all the Light of Natwe | 
could makethem ; nor can he, who doth not, 

: after 
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afrer ſeriows ſe&nmre, apprehend their Extra - 
' Wor, mutual Comrexton, and gettuine, nay indecli- 
. able Mation, juſtly pretend to aty conſiderable 
. eflexions npon his own Nature, ( 3,) Pro- 


undity; becaviſe they are their own at; 
Ficſumed from - tr br ye of the mind, and 
" SÞcoleptical Snpreſſes, which arethe radix,or Foot 
is a ny ag 
" bf all Cognition. (4.) Convifiion; becauſe they 
re of the number ; arid pethaps the principall. 
bf thoſe YVerities, which , like Ceometncall Demon- 
Ffrations, ftormithe moſt obftinare judgements, 
@nforce them to' 2 plenary aſſent , and having: 
Date gained'pofſeſſion of the mind , fot ever 
after exchude all Dibitation, and Apoflaſie.. Sothat. 
what Cicero (5.de Finibrs, )ſaid of the Stoicks Phi- 
Boſophy ; mirabilis eft apud Stotcos rerum contextus,, 
Weſpondent extrema promes , media utriſque, omnnia 
Spnmnibus , quid ſequatur , quid repugnet , Vident., 
& nt in Geometria , prima fi dederis , danda ſunt: 
mma: we may worthily transfer upon the Me- 
Frapbyficall meditations of Cartefius ; nay mote wor- 
*thily , for no one Principle of his , there propo-- 
Hed, is precarious, but Neceſſary. This perpen- 
ded , we perceived- gur (elves tot onely en- 
couraged , bi ſtraightly concerned}, \ ro tran- 
| dis ſcribe, 
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ſcribe and accommodate to our przſcnt ſcope, 
the ſummary of his 34. Meditation, And , Se- 
condly, that many of our ApodiRtical Reaſons, 
alleaged for the comprobation of Providence Di- 
wine, both General and Special , were gleaned 
from thoſe. more fertil Fields of Lafantius (de 
opific. Dei) Reymundus de Sabunde (Theologia 
Natural. ) Aquinas (contra Gentes ) Ludovicus 
Vives (de verit. fidei Chriſtianz) Bradwardmus 
(decauſa Dei) Yalefins (de ſacra Philoſophia) 
and chiefly of Gaſsendus (in Animadverl. in 
phyl. vs gs the leaves of whoſe moſt learn- 
ed Works , we bluſh not to confeſle ourſelyes 
to have been ſo converſant in, that we have ſul- 
lyed them by often revolution: 

Nor can weexpeR the Perverſion of this our 
ingenuous Acknowledgement, by any , but the 
Maleyolent, or Iliterate, to a Dimination of the cre- 
ditduetothis our induſtrious Spicilegium, while 
thoſe Bookmen , whoſe vigilant noſtrills are 
acquainted with the odour of the Lamp, need 
not bee informed , how many anxious 
hours have been ſpent on the ſedulous Extra- 
fon of this Vial of precious Truths ,- from 
the choyceſt Flowers of ſo many excellent 
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Gardens ( wherein. onely” ro have had ſome 


- recreative and private Walks, to many hath 


been juſtly accounted no obſcure Specimen of 
both Literature , and Ingenuity. ) eſpecially 
when we are not deſtitute of grounds for our 
hopes , that they will ſoon find thoſe Flow- 
ers, notto have loſt much of their native Fra- 


grancy and /mrtue , by paſſing the Alembic of our 


Pen; asalſo, that it hath been no ſmall part 

of our care, to Refuſe , as well as Ele. 
Beſides, there are many Stars, and thoſe 
of the greateſt magnicude , now ſhining with 
full ſplendor, in theſphere of Learned Anthors, 
whole beams were in great part derived from 
others, whom the revolution of Time had 
made leſle vertical , and declined toward the 
Weſt of Oblivion. Who can blaſt the verdant 
Laurel on Yirgils front, by ſaying , though 
truly , that He converted more then 1000, 
of Homers verſes to his own uſe 2 Who leſ- 
ſen the ſound of Homers Fame , by exclaim- 
ing , that his Mule was a Drone, and li- 
ved upon the Hony ſhe ſolargely fuck't from 
the elder "Hives of Theocritus , Apollomus , and 
Hefjed? Who detra&t from the full glory of 
- Cicero, 
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Cicero , by objecting that moſt of his ſtr 
and Ah/ ſtreams * Eloquence flowed . 
thoſe two nobleſt ſprings ot Greece , Plato and 
2 Oc, who will diminiſh one 
Srain of incenſe , in his ſacrifice to the memo- 
ry of that Aleides (for the conquelt of mon- 
ftrous Difficulties ) the mighty Stagirite , be- 
cauſe Clearchns hath a tradition, that he ſaw and 
diſcourſes with that knowing Jew, from 
whole oraculous mouth all his Philoſophical 
Maxims were delivered to him? To come 
neerer home ; who hath thoughe the lefſe of 
Gratiue his T rat of the verity of Chriftian Re- 
ligioa ; becauſe ic ſeems a Compendium of 
Morneus, of the ſarne Subje& and Inſcription ? 
Or , who undervalued Mornaus, in regard of 
the abundant Concrtbutions he received from 
LeFantus , Raymundus de Sabunde , Aquinas, 
& Ladoview Vives? And therefore , though we 
we are ſufficiently conſcious of the great diſpa- 
rity berwixt thoſe Giant Wits, and our Pygmie 
Acquiſitions ; and therefore gladly place our 
ſelves more then one ſphere below them : 
yet ſhall wee conceive our. ſelves not 
a lude injured , if avy ſhall deny our 
| | Book 
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Book a room in their Libraries , only be- 
cauſe-it preſents, in Epitome , and entire, 
what many moneths reading of the Schoolmen 
would have exhibited at large, and in fraQtures. 
Aptranins , an eminent Poet, for anſwer tothoſe 
Sem-Criticks, who accuſed him of ftealing ma. 
ny remarkable paſlages from Menander, returns 
thus ; Fateor , acceps non mods ab illo , ſed ut quiſ- 
que habuit quod conveniret mibi , & a Lat quo- 
que quodcunque me non poſſe facere melins credide. 

Morcover , every Brain is not conſtellated 
for new Diſcoveries, nor can every Age boaſt 
the production of a Copernicus , Gilbert , 
Galileo , Merſennus , (arteſins , or a Harvy: Pro- 
vidence introducing ſuch , as Time doth New 
Stars , ſingle and feldom. ©. 

And as concerning our laſt Requifite , viz, 
a #quirable conſideration of our Defefs and 
Impediments , to this alſo are we conſtrained to 
court our Reader, in order to our refra&tion of 
the R:gor of Cenſure. For though we need not 
advertiſe , that the Nerves of our Intelle# are 
too ſlender and feeble to ſuſtain fo great a 
weight; and our Pexcifl ros rade and groffſe, 
to expreſſe fuch fine Metaphyſical and Theofo- 
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phial. Notions , in- draughts reſpondent to the 
life of. their Importance ; in regard the fre-, 
quent  ftooping of our | Cogitations below the 
dignity and- due height of the ſubje&t, muſt 
ſoon diſcover the one, and the . Roughneſſe 
of our, Style through the whole Piece ,'.4s 
ſoon confeſle the other : yet can it not beſu- 
pervacaneous for us here to intimate , that 
we. had more then one Diſadvantage to en- 
counter. 
| Firſt, the ofcen Fermentations and Ebul. 
litions of our Melancholy , to the tyranny of 
which fxculent and Saturnine humor both 
our native Temperament, and ſedentary con- 
templative condition of life have xqually 
ſubjected us; could not but as often. obnu- 
bilace the region of our Mind , and darken 
the proſpe&t of our ſoul, by infeRing the 
requiſite purity and lucidity of our ſpirits, 
with thick clouds of opac and fuliginous Ex- 
halations. | 

Secondly , the courfe of our Profeſsion, 
rendring. us obnoxious to- many - more Di- 
ftrathions , Intertubations , and Avocations , - by 
the intruſjon and importunity of the _ 
| tnen 
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then we could obtain minutes. of retire- 
ment for Lefwe and Meditation, will, wee 
hope , be confeft to have had more then a 
finger 1n the cauſation of thoſe Chaſms, In- 
equalities  Omiſsions , &c. Lapſes ,' which oc- 
curre to the obſervation of the Auſtere. and 


" Curious, | 


- And, Thirdly, iccannot but deſerve ſome 
favour, «to gtve notice ; that the Clue of our 
ſtudies was Ceaken off in the midſt, by the 
rough hand of the late Epidemick Dyſentery , 
which arreſting us even then , when the con- 
texture of this Web required the moſt conhir- 
med vigour of body , and ſerenity of minde; 
confined us to the dungeon of a fick bed ſo 
long and cloſely , that it hath left ſenſible im- 
prelsions of its Malignity , not only upon 
our Conſtitution , bur allo upon more then 
halfe of theſe our Lucrubrations. 
| To theſe Mitigatory Arguments, may 
rightly be added , the Narrowneſs of our pre- 
ſent Fortunes , the Thinneſs of our Libra;y , our 
txd:ous attendance on Commitees ( all the 
ſad effects of our late Inteſtine Waries ) toge-. 
ther with ſome other private Remora's , the 
T1 lealt 
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leaſt whereof may ſerve to the Judicieus and 
Benigne , as a ſufficient incitement to look 
upon our Inperfefons , through the dimini- 
ſhing Teleſcope of Charity. 

Now , this humble Apalogy we addreſs on- 
ly to the Erudite and Candid, experience having 
confirmed, that none the ſtrongeſt Charme 
of Reaſon , can bindethe virulent tongue of 
that livid Viper, Exvy, the ſpirit of whoſc 
venom doth wholly conſiſt in Detrazon. 
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go, our poor Cor[wold Springs , that have no namer, 
Render their Tribute to your mighty Thames. 
But your Books perfett init ſelf. We ds 
Only acknowledge, not encreaſe, what Tow 
Have ſent forth, ftreaming through the Land ages, 
Ont of your Generous, parely-flowing Pen. 
To give. more Elogy » with my ſoft Quil, 
To Tours from Eaglts wing, were even 46 ill, 
As threaden lace on clath of Gold to pin, 
Or &rlay Goldit ſelf with baſer Tin. 
Tet may I ventare thus.: though not to.praiſe : 
To anſwer Ovn's, Envy perbaps will raiſe. 
Ts fit that Cenſure waut on All that's done ; 
« Wits ave mage great by Emnlation, 
Some places are 'obſcure. The Bock's not Good, 
By every vulgar Head it underſtood. 
What yo:s don't underſtand, read or ag in ; 
Compare, Conferr, and Meditate : 'T is plain. 
Th* Engliſhis Latin, A wow, that th' Engliſh Tongue 
Hath from each Language Conſummation : 
And He, that will our Learnedſt writers ſcan, 
Muſt be both Latinift and Grecian. 
The Stile's too High, Fear not the Critick's Rod : 
« High Phraſe ts born of your High Thoughts of G 0D. 
Forward, Dear Brother : « G1FTs for uſe are lent ; 
« To do moſt good, brings in the moſt * Content, 
"Tony Phyfick has done Miracles : But ſure, 
Ti' ATaz1ST ConveRTED', s your Divineſt Cure, 
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{Os is, qui Helmontium pridem dedir, 
Nuperque nobis reddidit Helmontium ; 
Hunc pulveris miranda ſympathenci, 
Hunc eruditis' exprimentem paginis 
Medentium, . De Fluxibus , Lapſus graves ; 
Nuperrimeque Calculum, forrum Suum, 
(O abdit przclarior Gemma Liber ! ) 
Donaſle. Juce publicum gaudet: bonum , 
Jam nunc ad altiora ſurgit, Numinis 
Aſſertor eſt, Vindexque providentiz. 
Fortuna, Fati vis, Voluntas Libera, 
Summi docentur obſequi Ditis Dei. 
Deo fayente, Cunta, Vocum Copiam 
LeRiſſimarum mirer, an Rerum magis ? 
Utramque miror, pariter atque exoſculor : 
Urramque pronus veneror, & longs ſequor. 
O Autor annumerande Charlrones Tuis ! 
Gaſſende, Chartes, Magne Sennerte Angliz ! 
Et ipſe vivas,, & Libri vivanc diu ! 
Er Artium, de Te, optimz certent diu ! 
Homines-priori Opere devinCtos habes ; 
Nunc Maximnm Tibi obligaviſti DE UM, 


Clemens Barkſdallus. 
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CuaP. E 


The Exiſtence of God demuonſtra- 
ted. page I's 


SzcCrx. L 


mans ing 
the ſimple and perſeft Eſſence of God. p. 1. 
2. The Hebrews ixtimated ſo much, in the im- 
moderate Veneration enjoyned towards bu 
Name Jchovab. ? 
3. The clearer ſighted Chriſtian alſo can 
cerve no more 
what is inits Attributes, ibid: 

4- And therefore the Author veſtrams the Rea- 
ders expeftation ts a Demonſtration of 
the Exiſtence. of God. in this chap. ſub- 
nefting a ſhort ſcheme of bis preſent De- 
ban and Method. p. 4 


v. K 
per- 


| SECT, I], 
Anvic. 


1 T" He Mind of man can havens Cor 
T tion of the Nature of its Objefts, 
but by the mediation: of their proper 1deas, 


> Thoſe Ideas are (1) Innate 
ws (3) Imaginary. 


IE 


p. 5 
(2) Adventiti- 
p. 6. 


of the Divine Nature, then | 


| 3-4 firift enquity,. whether the Ideas of ob- 
1s exiflient without ou7 ſelues, bold an 
exaft frnulitude to their Natures. ibid. 


4+ A ſecond Diſquiſtion, whether any- of thoſe 
> whos Liews are ſound in the mind of 
man, have any exiſtence without it ? p. 8. 
$» A firm induflion, that its impoſſible for any 
Idea to import or comprebend mere of per= 
ſeftion, then its prototype, or Cauſe, p. 19 
6. And therefore, if any Idea contain more 
prrfeftion, then can be found in our minds 5, 
certainly. our minds cannot be the Efficunt þ. 
of that Idea, ibid, ' 
7: The droerfity of 1deas,. reſpefiive- to the di= 
verſity.of Entities, ibid, 
8. The poſſible originals of each ſort ſeverely 
examined, and all found deſumable fiom 
our ſttves 3- the Idea of God only excepted. 
| '- ®. bh. 
9. The Idea of God, here deſcribed, cannot be 
| either — or materially falſe, but the 
moſt clear,. diſlinft& and true of all others. 


P- 13, 

10. A declarement of the impoſſibility of the 

_ Ideas deſumption eitber from our 
elves. 


P- I F»o- 
=O fon ſome other cauſe leſs perſett then 
God. 


fp» 28, 
12. Or from our Parents. Þ. 1 
13. The concernment of all 3. or a conctuſio 
that the Idea of the divine nature is innate 
and congenial to the mind of man, p..20. 
14. An abſtraft, or Anacephaleofis of the whole. 


demonſiration. p. 21, 
Ld] SECT. 
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SzcrT, III. 
ArxTic. / VE 
1.” He importance of -the term, Cogitation, 
. 21, 
2. Of an Idea. ibid, 
3« Of. the objeftive reality of an Idea. * p.2%» 


4. Of the Formal, antl eminent being of Attris 
butes in the objefts of Ideas. * thid:; 


«. Of a ſubſtance. ibid, 
G. Of the wort, Mind. ibid. 
9. Of a Body. 


p.23. 
8, Of the -. d:ſtintion of two ſubſtances. ibid, 
9- Of the ſubſtance ſupremely perſett. ibid. 


SBCT. I'V-. 
Arzr1c. : 

I. Bje&. 1, That the mind of man, being 
finite, camot extend to the clear 

and diftinft intellefion of an Infinite, 
uatenus an Infinite:and the Solution thereof | 
Hythe diftafiions.  Þ- 23+ 
2+ ObjeR. 2, That the Idea of the divine na- 


we, reſident in the mind of man, is a meer | 


ns rationis : and the Solut 2 p.27, 

3- Obje&. 3. That an cffe& may have more 
of reality, or perſcotion thenits Cauſe : and 
the Solut ? p. 27+ 
4- Obje&. 4. That the exiſtence of fuch an ex= 
cellent Idea, as batb been deſcribed of the 
Divine Nature doth parc yew the exi- 
ence of an Entity, in all points reſpondent, 

- ſuperior thereto: becauſe of the poſſible 
compoſing ſuch ax Idea, out of ouw' colle- 
fons foo ſenſible objefts: , p.29. 
And the ample'Solut : p-31+ 

5. Obje&. 5. That the Idea conceived of God, | 
is capable of Augmentation and diminu- 
tion : and the clear Solut 3 + 32. 
6. Many ſcruples, concerning the finally, man- 
ner, and form of the Idea impreft 3 as alſo 
Concernining the ſeeming Heterogeneity,07 
Alterity between the eſſence of the mind and 
that of the Idea: particularly ſatisfied. p.3 3+ | 


Cuay. II. 
That God created the world ex 


nihilo, - proved by, Aremments-, 

Apodichical, page 39. 
S8Cy, L 

AnT1c. 


1, Ht inſ. parability, & (rather) identi 

of hr res 

2, The two reſpefts, which nm the Autboy 
to amore a mjle comprobction of the |; 
Article of ar Chriſian —_——— 
with a dielenchical exploſion of that aniiqua= 
tated deluſion, that the Unrutyſe was au» 
roQhenous iz its orginal, - or conſtiufied 
wy 7 by _ and 8 abig. 

3. ummary of Empedocles, Leucippis, 
Bpicurns, Democritus , &c. doftrane! of 
the worlds ſpot aneoxs reſult from a Chaos 
of Atoms. 


© Þ- 4% | 
4- 4 Digreſſion, winnowing the Caffe from 2 


the wheat concealed in the former theory of 
E picurns, and by the Corollary of ſome Ca« 
ſtigations, reſtriftions and additions, decla- 
ring the great advant ages, that this Hypo- 
theſis of Atoms bath beyond any other con- 
cerning the Material Principle of all Bo- 
dios, 45 yet excogitated. 


SECT II, 
AnrT1C, 


1. He Conceit of the Worlds fortuitows pro» 


duttion, diſparaged by a prepollency 


even of Pagan AuQority, that profoundly 


aſſerted the contrary, vis. 

2+ Thales Milefius. Pp. 47, 48; 

3- Anaxagoras, 161d. 

4+ Pythagoras and Plato, ibid, 

F. The Stoicks, ” f+ 49. 

6. Ariſtotle. ibid. 

SB8Cr, IIL 

Ax rc, 

I £ I He pretext of Fortune deftiroyed, by 
the conſtancy of Nature in ber af# 


of 


£4 


. w my 
in &- 3-3-1 FX YF'f Y RF 


be now ba 


VS, 


. , 4 __ 


ification ,. ( i.e) - the reſtraint and 
of peſt of £ XT ack Animals 
46 the 


theti [ihe im ſpecie - of 
the. Atheiſts objettion, "of frequent. 
nomalous and Heteroplaſmical, or monſtro 
Produttions, diſſolved. c#- p. TY 
2. The neceſſity of the Worlds Creation by an 
Agent infinite in Science and Power, procla- 
med by the conflant rs Aug of _ 
in ber perpetuation of .Nege 
3- The Sun corvincrvely denenfrates the $41 
nite wiſdome of its Creator, by 3+ Argu- 
ments : Viz, 
I. The univerſal convenience of its ſtuadion 
in its proper .0rb. -þ 59 
2+ The epporntneni of iex continual Circ ws þ 
gy/ation. þ "7 
3, . The contrivement of its oblique motion 
The oo eſe pray finite Int vie nw, 
an Mm e en/gence, 
; Th inp of fronts even of of Subten®: 
RR f 3 5 i 
.The of the worlds. .Creatae 
: pany - God, illuſtrated both by the 
Magntude, and /Phlchritade thereof : and 
= Epicureans dream, of a motive faculty 
emp 7 erg p- & 


p- 
2. Thess firſt Argument , that the divine Nature 


2. I" SECT, IV. 
Anric. f 


1 fx aire 


5. God made py pros m his at r_—_ 
Fabrication of the Unveiſe, copiouſly ſatis 
fied : and the ie of the Divine Will 


Aii.} 


— Fomey to the the ras if" 


2. A ſecond iomwodeſs interngation;" | 
God ſo long deferred the reation, 
witha detethian. '% the - 
_ I's 


. by Goth inflniaated; by the "Arbeiſty,' 
ph ber poſſible TE 


* # abque the capacity: of either emolument 


6. kw E Argument , PLE. or:deleQation, from he Univerſe, 78. 
ES Tt vf-uthe. Dain | 2, The prormly ut ation - , and 
eheſuien ods glory m to have been bis 
ame means or promn- Pa ARE P79: 
eh yayngy Are Szcr, IT 
go_ minus, IRIS 
7. 6 coping axa. the ſwing T Hem fecond' Argument Avqument';, that God 
ow: my | Þ+ rye ial regard tg the b 
and the iwvalidutyyf (bers, thewgnt [e Porifcie thee 
hypotheſis were conceded in \exntinns, derle: ro 


red by an adequate fimilitude. .". 
8, The concluſion - this ſeion 3 or, the _— 

pondium of the precedent reaſons, if 

hae pe ec enplinghs. to themed; 

pufels demonſt 2' 6 Þ, 


- roodagen ſecondary 


*|-2. The total redargution thereof by at 


france that the benefit and felicity of max, 
end: and the inp 


of {whſetien to to the be} or firs lg 


_ \ 86. 
26 


i Rai 


3. Leucrevius 
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3+ 3. Lucredus bis Þ reaſons ſubverted, particu- | - 


Cnae: IV. 


57 
The Gente Providente of God 
— Demonſtrated. page 94- 


ow CT. L 


AnzrTac.: 


pc 


beJats. 


* 
Cauſed by bis venill lapſe frond the 
gh i 


] 
ES 


ame.thi 


2, 7a nut Th _ 99 


«ad evil, 
'Sncr. TT. 


AnrT1c. 


 Þ- 0b, 


»©4) 


— the Notion of Gentral Providence 
is Proleprical 3, zwferred. from the 


wnrverſality of its recepeption. 108.,. 
le From the miſplaced. te E!: | 
3. From the c ſhen.of auoſt. Bhilaſopbers 


the bigheft forme 3. as of 


"yy Plato. | 
3. Ariſtotle; thid, 
4+ Te Stoicks, 


ene found to be iRtical o”_ 34 


 "—— 


AnTicC 
Ods General Providence 
by the Idea of bia Nature reflefed on 
bts. þ. 107, 


2. The ſame icularly. ſupported by that tri- 
nity of Arrbus, is bs —_ 
1 P-10g. 

tid. 


#f all Second Cauſes apon the Firk. p.u22, 
4. The vaſiity of the wiv id: the infinite varie« 
ty of its parts : and the irreconcilable diſtord 

+ 9 ers voor p1izs 


* | 5. Vader what reftriffion we are to underſtand 


Hermetical Philof 

/ ponder wn Ker hence 

| 64 The ang wary, .of Nacure and. 
gr ger cprangene $216. ! 


Sxc T. IV. 
ARrvtIic. 


ws he - ff Amiprovidential Av« 


l OED 


Dacre d ſuperior to the cj 
dn urns i 


try y—ooryer ryan 119, 

4. Tho ſdme illuſtrated by . 4 ſecond compariſon, 
120, 

Se T00 That the Koromg of porepocenſne = 
d;barayement to t 

hots, rp Gods ye re on the Comre-. 

_— eflential to bim, firmly evifted, 

om the amvcrſality of bis Cognition and 
Preſence. 121, 
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Sc. V. 
A KTIC 
He firſt diviſion of the Atheiſts ſecond | 1 


objeFion ; viz, that the apparent 
S_ of eyents doth juſtife their 
non-przdeſtination or mm Contagrani 
ſtrongh convelled : and that to the preorat- 
nation of Divinity —_ can be caſual ; 
clearly commonſtratcd. þ. 134- 

2. The Autbors Antithefis, that all Natural 
| s are wnder the ſtrift laws of their 
Sling ſpecies. p.129. 
3. 4 ſecond Counterpoſition, that thoſe laws 
were inſlituted and ſancited by ax infinite 
wiſdome. ibid, 

4. Athird, that the legiſlator bath reſerved to 
bimſelf a prerogative power to alter, tran 
ſernd, invert, or repeal the laws of m—_ 
id. 

5, The verity of the firſt and ſecond go 
amply demonſtrated. . 130; 
6. The werity of the third Poſition PEaty Lv 
ted. þ+ 236, 
7, A farther conſrmation of the ſame by an 
Argument, from the miraculous operations of 
God in przterito. p< 137, 
8. That theye was an univerſal Deluge. p.138. 


9. The Ceſſation of Satans Oracles, after the | 


advent of the word of Truth,proved auther- 
tiqueh. thid. 


10. That there was a prodigions Eclips of the | 3. 


Sun, at the paſſion of our Saviour, p.140« 

1,4 nies of the rat, way of the 
C Deluges procee 70m Caitſes 

=” pg a7 - Þ- 341+ 


12, That the Ceſſation of Pagan Oracles 
the incarnation of God, p an eff — 
h fupernatural 3 comprobated EP 


þ+ 146 
13. That the Eclips of the Sun, at the death 
of Chrift, was purely Metapbylicaly rrreſtt- 
+ tably demonſtrated, $149. 
24. The Adwquation of all to the weri f nh 


| SECT, VI, 
2n92S 


1 Ucretius his blaſphemy, that mans ig= 
norance of the ener WS of Natural 


+ Cauſes, is the ſole baſis of t 
Univerſal ot _— \ 
2, The vedargution thereof. p.153. 


3 » Magnanimity the proper cffes of Religion. 
mark war , of a General Providenre. 
"ay 


with Phyſiology. Iy5. 

F+ ew ararr his ſtruples's lar th ſeem- 

ingly temerarious effefts of the Thunder- 

t5 Jmenlarly reſolved, ' ibid, 
CuaPe. V, 


The eſpecial Providence of God 
Demonſtrated. page 1'57. 


SECT LI 
RLTIS 7 
He introduftion, intimating the neer 
cognation betwixt this preſent, and 
the precedent Theme : and the ncceſſi & 
oe rang is beginning at the _ 
je 
2, The fir objettion,deſumed from the hen 
of the Divine Nature. ' £15 
The ſame excogitated by Epicurus : py | 
promoted by Lucretius, uhid. 
4. The ſecond objeftion, extorted from Mans 
being obnoxious to the boflity of "ve 
(Nataves. fg. 
5. The laſt objeftion, of the Kine? of th 
Pious aud Proſperity of the Impious, It 
this life. . 160, 
6, The Font diffuſion thereof wpon Ech- 
— Hebre ws and Chriſtians : ty tn 
x opinion, who bold the . 
3b, <ap-4 Sr a Treatiſe concernmg the -_ 


ſubjeft, "infaxuated. þ.163. 


of the Authors third Poſition. P-152.| 
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SECT. II. 
RTIC. 


A Hat man 1s the ſole a of Gods ſpe- 
z* cial Providence d fram bence; 
- mgm] apy obiels of bi (extrin- 
: ſe6al) love : nt from bence, 
. (1) tbat God rot impreſſed the mind 
+ 1843 4 greater bis Divinity, 
wor of any other pa af Angels only 
(2) that man is only qualified 
_ to ſpecular admireand laud OY" 
of Nature. - p. 166 
>» That the ſdul of 18an contains « proleptical 
nn Gods Providence. p. 170. 
3« That this pr wetion is the baſes of 
Reffgion ibid. 
4. That _ - the world with bim, 
an irrefe/tible propen ſeo to Religion. p.17 3+ 
9 As obje(t1 ihe Calaici wer e _ 
ri ar tory 
6, A ſecond objeffion, that the Maſfagere and 
Scythians were devoyd of all — 
prevented, tbid. 
7 That it is uot in the power of man, cath to 
eradicate this plant of Religion, or notion of 
ſpcrial Proviarnce Divine, ont of bis mind; 


Enetfom hence, that the moft comtuma- 
1613 Atheiſts have, at foe time or other, 
| Shronldgs: as, - p. 174. 
: —mirg i I75, 
x0, Anffor Eoiphanes. n ih. 
e Maximigus. p.1 
ſfah Apoſtara. p. 127% 
W ultus HoRtifius. 'thid 
x4. Bion Boryſthenjres. A! x 
58. The poſſt/iry of the obſeurarion 


* preſs of ſpecial Providence Proine, = 
- Pare, conceded : cx iſto 
" folat Delerian theresf, 

by. 


x6. The redlu/Hlon of aff, to a consiſe 2 mc 
" movable demonfiration 3.that the eva ger 


' of every mans life are the confignetions of 


26, | 106 The Senſe, us __ Criterion of 


Þecial Providence, 


p-130, 


Sztcr, 111, 
AnTIC. 


pf » He Atheiſts firſt objeFion,confuted: _ 
the Davine Natwe One both 


iraicible and placable, (anthy ly 4 


2, The Atheiſts ſcruple, of Gods win of 
the prayers of good men, or not conceſſion of 
their petitions ; ſatisfied. p- 183, 

3. Tbe Atheiſts ſecond Argument againſt Syc- 
ciall Providence divine , difſolved : and 
the neceſſity of Objefds boſtile, and deleteri- 
ous to the life of man, demonſirated.p.18 4. 
4 The ſame illuſtrated, by a — 

I 4% 

S. The Atheifts laſt and grand hitiin,? 

of the Vitious, aud aduer 
tbe Virtuous, _ and the nature of 
. the Goods of Fortune proſounded. p,186. 

6. The Reaſon, ates i Droine Providence 
confers. Good things ox Evil men. p. 18g. 

7. Thoſe apparent Evils, which Providence 

Druine s to Virtuous men, anatonm 
aged; and found to be real Goods intrin- 
ſecally. p- 190 

8. The Anthers Sanctuary wherein be ſccured 
ba mind from diſcontent, in all thoſe ftormes 

. of: Calamities, which our late Cruil war 

ed upen boy. p. 191, 

9. Virtue, « meer Chimera, without the oc- 
curſion of thoſe things, which Senſuality 
calls Evil. f. 192. 


tbe Good or Evil of the mind ibid, 


- | It. The Mtbeifis abjeffion, that God ought, i in 


Juſiixe, always to preſerve Good men: from 


faſferimg But 5 MG popanged IIA off .I95. 


+2. The 
he maful cermit of ur wil 6 the 
Divine will p-196. 
13:4x extclient meditation of Marems Antoni- 
ns cangerning the Good and Evil oceurvent 
tw wan in this life. ibid. 
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VETS? ' tiow of the Supernacural Term, to the pre- 
 Cunay. VI. ſexe ſcope. p37, 


The Mobility of the Term of mans 
Life aſſerted. - page 199, 


'SECr, I. 

ARTIC, fait of this The 

I, He A this orem to the 
= precedeng , intimatcd: and the 
weceſſary diviſion thereof into a ſpecifical 
and individual conſideration, =p. 199, 

2. The reaſons of the Authors conciſe tractation 
of the firſt part. , 200, 

3+ The moderation of Death by Special Pro- 
vidence Divine, argued from the impoſſpbi= 
lity of the moderation thereof by any = 


er. A 
4. The ſame demonſtrated, from the neteſſary 
dependence of all natural motion m its be- 


inning, continuation,and period, on the will 
5 the Firſt Mover, ; Pp. 202, | 
SEsCT, IL 
ArLT1C. 


i. A Tranſent diſcovery of the almoſt imſu- 
A perable Difficulties to be encomntred 
im the worthy and fatisfqttory ſolution of this 
problem, whether the Term of mans life be 
Moveable, or Fatal ; premiſed by way of 
Apology for the Authors wnequal judgement : 
«nd bus purpoſe of tching a middle way be- 
tween the abſolute Fatality of the Soick, 
and the meer Fortune of the Epicurean. 

K . 204, 

2. Two previous confiderables, WY to The 
right underfianding and conſequent diſcuſſion 
the queſtion. þ. 207. 

3. The neceſſary relation of all Cauſes both of 


life and death, to three General heads, VIR '3+ The Natural Cauſes (proxime) 


Neceſſary, Fortuirous, S aural 5 


ports the diſcrimmation of the Term of liſe 
into Supernatnral, Natural and Acciden-|[ 


tary : and the imfpertinency of the confidere-| 


+ The proper import of - the Natural Teim o 
mans life,and alſo of the Accidental, p,2g+ 
$- The reſult of our acceytation of the Term 


of life, in the firſt ſignificarion.' hid, 
6. The conſequence of 0ur under ftanding re 


Term of /ife,, in the ſceond fynification. 
.210. 

7. The Fixation of the Term of life, Je.. able 
in a dowble mtereſt 3 viz. (1) in refdcito 
ſome Abſolute Divine Decor , precedent 
even to Gods Preſcrence of alt Second y or 
inflrumental Cauſes : (2) 10 ſome Hypo- 
thetical Divine Decree, whoſe mwt ability is 
ſuſpended on' the” kberty mans will. And 
the indifferency of either branch of the di- 
ſttmction to our inſtant defign- 211, 
8. Three different optnions wulgarly extrafied 
from the precedent Diſftinitien."” p.x12, 
g. The convement reduthox of them 16 two 
ibid 


he Firſt opmion declared : and the prin- 
cipal Abetrors thereof mentioned. p.213 
11. The Stoical Fatez 'and the Calviniſts 
Predeſtinaticn, fully defined. P.215» 
12. A full and clear diſcrimination of the 
Stoical, frem the T heological Fate. bid. 
13. A lift of the execrable Abſurdiries impecrr- 
dent on the opinion of Abſolure Fatality 3 o 
accepted as the Stoick propoſeth it, p.217, 


SECT, III. 
AnTtT1c. 


i He Authors adheſion ts the Second 
opinion , juſtified by two import ant 
reaſons. : fp. 219. 
2, The great obſcurity, and ſmall validity of 
ſome Texts of boly writ, alledged by the 
Defendants of Fatality to warrant their 


opmion, detcied, .220. 
the Lon- 

girude and Brevity of 1pans life : and the 
Authors private comjetture of the canſe of 
Longevity mn the” ft age of the world, 
f. 221, 

A 1% 4, The 


— 
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4+ The injuſtice of our. Adverſaries title of pa» 1 
t onage from the forementioned text of Job, 
ſurther manifeſied.  p-222, 

F+ Seven teſtimonies, out of boly writ, ſuppor= 
ting the mobility of the Term of mans life, 
in individuo, p.2235 

6, A full vindication of the Fourth Teitimo- 

* ny, from the ſcueral Exceprians made 
againſt the appropriation heres) t our ſcope, 
by the patrons of Fatality. + 227 

7- The ſecond Teſtimony windicated from 
ſeveral Exceprions. SEED 

8, The fixth Teſtimony cleared, from 4. Ex- 
ceptions. P- 237. 


SECT. IV. 

ArrTac, p TRE STR 
1," "He neceſſity of 01 enquiry 1ito Ihe 
A Predeftinaion » in 0/- 

der to the, ſolution of #he preſent difficulty : 
and the Ftifts grand Argument, p.140. 
2, The refutation thereof, by the conculation of 
the infablibility of Gods Prznction,te tbe in- 
determinatioa of mans free will to the atti.- 
al election of Good or Evil. ' + 241, 
3» The diametral Diſparity between that Di- 
vine Prxnotion which & antecedent to 
Divine Pc#ordination 3. aud that which is 
ſubſeguent 3 amply declared. þ+ 243. 
4+ 4 ſecond illuſtration of the ſame diffc.rence 
by a pertinent Inſtance, or exemplification. 


P. 244. 

5. A third illuſtration-of the ſame Difference, 
by concerving the Divine Decrces, in the 
ſame ſaubordinme ſeries, which the Faciſts 
bave imagmed. þ. 247- 
6. The firſt Abſurdity impendent on the opinion 
of a Decretory Praſcience of. God, as to 
the Aft:ons of man. p. 249- 
7, ASecond Ablurdity conneftcd to the ſame. 
I'D 2 s I . 

8. £po Subterfuges. of he Fariſt, precluded. 
| +25 2. 

9. 4tbird Abſucdity inſeparable ſrom the by- 
petbeſes of aNecretory Prxſcience Diyine. 


p. 253+ 


10, The reduction of the whole difſertation ta 
4. Concluſions, genuinely extratted from 
the Premnſts, : Pp. 254 


'..Cna. VIL 
of the Liberty Elketive' of Maps 
Will, * page:257. 


SECT. I. 

AR TIC, | 
wl He Parity of Abſurdities reſulting from 
'& thoſe two Antaganiſtical Hypotbeſes, 
of Abſolute Fatality, and meer Contingen» 
cy , as tothe Aftions of man. þ-257, 
2, Thoſe 2 tontrary (freams ſeund to have bin 
arrived from one and the ſame poyſonous 
Fountain 3 Viz. a ſwbtciſuge of man to euade 
Culpability. 
3- The Awutbers Incitements, here to enquire 
profoundly into the Natures of Freemwill, 
Fortune, and Fate, p-259- 
4-Wbat is intended propecly by the Liberty of 
mans Will. 164d. 
$. The ſcueral ſubordinate Aftions = Mind, 
exerciſed about its objcfts : and,the reſpc- 
ative ſcholaſtick Terms, by which Plyloſo- 
bers bave adequately expreſſed them $.260, 


SECT. LL 

ArxT1c, 
pe Lv Eſſunce of mans Liberty Eleftive, 
conſiſtent primarily in the Indifte- 
rency of the Intelle&t ; and in the Will 
on'y degendently. p+ 263. 
2. An egregious Error of ſome Divines, that 
*» tbe Liberty of the will doth conſunmately 
conſeſt in its immoveable Fixation on real 
Gogd. fo 264, 
3. Their nadvertency of the real Difference b.- 
tween a Spontaneous,nnd Arbitrary aftion; 
the orcaſpen of that Error... . tbid. 
4. That a Spontaneous «ion, and an indelibe= 
rate Impulſe of Nature, ave homologous 
or ideut ical, thid. 
s; The 


p-258., 


— 
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5. The Divines objeftion, that the Tendency of 
of the will is Volent, and therefore Free 3 
prevented, by a diſtinction of Libency _ 
Liberty. \ p. 265. 

6. Their Super firutture, that the Perf.Ction 


of the wills Liberty us its anſtant. Adbeſion 


to, and tnſeparability from real Good, «= 
demoliſhtd by two caſons: (1). that this 
Perfftion imagined is not of the Itiberty, 
but the will it ſelſ-3 (3) that it bulomgs only 
to ſeparated Souls, in the ſtate of Gliorthca- 
rion. p. 266, 
9. bat kind of Indifferency that is, wigrem 
the Liberty Eleftive 1s Efſenced. þ. 267. 
8, That to every Tudgement of the Intellect, 
is immediately and neceſſarily conjoyned an 
Appetition 07 Averſation of the Will ; 
reſpcfive to the Good, or Eu —_ 
þ. 268, 

5s. The Inſtability of the will, in its App iti= 
ons, neceſſarily cauſed by the Inltab.lity of 
the Intclle ft in its Judgements, , 269. 
10. The Deluſion of the Intelleft in its | udge- 
ments, neceſſitateth the Deluſion of the 
will in 1s dependent Appetitions. . p. 270. 
11, That the Indifferency of the 1':ll 75 but the 
ſbadow,or repreſentative of that Iudifterenty in 
the Intelleft; and the Determination of this 
neceſſitates the Determination of that. 1b1d. 
Iz. The Analogie betwixt the Intclleff, and a 
Balance. n p.271: 

3 3. That the Intelleft doth naturally conform 
to the attraftion of the greater Verifimility: 
and the reaſon of its FluRuation, p.,27 2. 
14+ That the Determination of the Intell: 11 
. one 07 two objefts, is Cauſed either by the 
more ponderous Apparence of Verity therein, 
of the minds greater Attention to the mo- 
ments of reaſon apparent onthat ſide, thin 
to thoſe on the other, * tid; 
bs. That the Apparence- of Truth / us| always. 
. the cauſe of the Intellefts mclination.: p&7 3 
16, Thiee conſidcrable Inferences from the 
premiſes. , ibid. 
7, Cartefiu3 bis General Preſervative againſt 


2& General Rules preſcribed by the Author ow 
to prevent the Deintoa "4 the Catedan 
ding, and d:pendent ſeduRion of the Will 
by Evil di/gnicd under the fomilitude of 
Good. Þ- 275 


SECT. III. 

AxzrT1c, 
I, N objoftion, that Tgnerance is the 
mother of fin. f-277 
2. tbe ſame expcded,by a Diſtinction of Science 
 - Inis Habitual, and AQual, ind; 
3..4 reply, that the reluttancy of cuery Dulin= 
quents Conſeicnce,doth evidence the poſſibility 
of mans dong anAﬀt repugnant ts bu Aﬀtual 
Science, f.17f, 
4+ The Rejoynder, that the Habilual Science.of 
every Delinquent, is perturbed and obnubi- 
lated by ſome Paſſion, excited in bim : and 
that the Remors of Conſcience proceeds from 
the {caſe of the Loſs of Good. 279 
5. What kind of Tgnorance that is, which may, 
in ſome degree,excule a Delimgquent. p, 280. 
6, Four weighty Reaſons, convincing , that 
man hath an Abſolute Power in bys ſelſ1» 
controll the temptations of Evil. p. 28x. 
7. What thoſe Firit-Motions ave, which objcfts 
incuitably excite in the Mind: and that the 
Conſequences of thoſe motions are prever-- 
tibls. p. 283. 
8, Neceſlity aud Fear conceded to be, m- ſome 
meaſure, Excuſes : and what are the ob- 
jets of Excufong Fear, þ. 286; 


C way. VIII. 
of Fortune. page 28g. 


ArTrc 
I, He Antiquity and Genealogy of Faje- 
tune. p.2bg. 
2. Plato and Ariſt. bei; go of - Fo;- 
tune examined, and Hluſtrated : and 3\Coni-- 
clufions inferred thereupon. - p:291. 
3+ Their Auatomy of ber Nature, deficient: and 


the exceſſes f Paſſions, 


p. 274. 


agmore perſet one preſented. þ.293» 
A 3 4: Fortune, 


ae en ne i ee, ee. EEIRS 
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4 Fortune , nothing but a meey Negation of 


all Prenotion in a Concomſe of Natural 
Cauſes, reſpeRive to a Fortuitons Event, 
p. 295+ 

5. Epicurus commended , for illuſtrating thc 
inſtability and uncertainty of Fortune. ibid. 

6. Her Indivinity manifefled : and bow ſhc 
came by ber Deification, «2.96, 
Philoſophers vindicated fo the 
guilt of aſcribing Divinity to Fortune. 

» 297, 

8. The Neceſſity and uſe of Allegorical, Sym- 
| bolical, and Emblematical Tradations, in- 
vented by the Ancients. p. 29 
9. Their Deſeriptiens of Fortune , only Emble- 
matical, p. 299. 
20. As alſo the Images of Fortune framed by 
Painters , and Statuaries. p. 390. 
x1, The review, tolerating the name of Foi- 
tune, in reſpeft to man : but detefting it, in 
reſpett ts God. p. 391, 


Cuavy, IX. 
Of Fate, page 302. 


SECT I. 

ArTIC. \P 
I He convenient veduttion of all opm- 
ons, concerning the Eſſence of Fate, 

to 2. General Heads. . 302» 
2, What the Platoniſt and Stoick meant by 
Fate, conſidered ( &; ugia,) as @ ſub» 
ſtance. p. 393. 

3. And, what (&; 'Evigyue): as m Energy 
o: AQ: together with the etymalpgical 
reaſons of thoſe ſundry Appellations, the 
Stoicks have impoſed npon it. Pþ+ 304- 


SECT II. 
ArnTtic. 


Tz. He ſecond Claſlis of Philoſophers, who 
| underſtood Fatgto be a Conſtitution 
meerly Natural ſubdivided into 2 diftinft 
SeQs : viz, (1) thoſt who aſſert the Im- 
mutability and Intyjrability of Fate 3 


| 


; 


(2)thoſe who defend the poſſubility of its Als 
teration and Evaſion. þ- 395. 
2. The Leaders of the Firſt. Seft, Heraclitus, 
Empedocles, Leucippus , Parmenides, 
and chiefly Dcmocritus, þ+ 3096; 
3- Democritus juſtly charged with the paire 
wage of Inevitable Fate : and bis dodrine 
concer:;ing it conciſely rehearſed. ibid, 


SECT. III. 
AnrTIC, 


I, He Principal of the Second Set, 
Ariſtotle and Epicurus. p.z12, 


8. | 2, The Grounds of the Authors in putmg the 


opinion both of Fates Identity with Nature, 
and the poſſibility of its Mutation ayd De- 
clination, by either Fortuitous or Arbitra- 
ry Antagoniſts, to Ariſtotle, ibid. 
3+ Epicurus unanmots to Ariſtotle, in the 
point of Phyſical azd EluQable Neceſſity. 


»314- 
4. The ſcope of Epicurus bis Fi noo 
Declination of Atoms is the Soul : 


and bis Accommodation thereof ta the 1ui- 
tion of mans Liberty epitomized. 
5. An Exception, in the name of 
againſt Epicurus Inference. p. 316, 
6. The juſtification thereof, by a Reſpons 
conforme to the Phyſiology of Epicurus 
» 317, 
7. The moſt weighty Rejoynder, (of Doc: 
nexion of thoſe Cauſes , which Avert the 
Mind from, ſo well 2s of thoſe , which 
Attra@ it to an objef?, to the eternal Se- 
ries of Fate) found too light to overba« 
laxce Epicurus bis defence of mans Liberty. 
p- 319, 


ocritus, 


SECT. IV. 
ArrT1c. 


'N Athematical Fate briefly deſcribed 
: , 321, 

2. The groſs Vanity thereof concealed from 
many Philoſophers, only by the cloud of 
Tranſcriptive Adbzfion to Antique Tra 
ditions. tid. 
3. The 


ibid... 


os 
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» The Abſurdity of Sydereal Neceſlity evifted 
( pc deſumed from the Hy- 
potherical ty of the Matter en 
which Celeſtial Impreſſions are to operate.z23 

4 (2) By the common ment of the unes 
Fortunes of Twins. | þ. 324, 

5+ (3) By th:-double Impiery, inſeparalle from 
the belief thereof. p. 325. 


Cana i. 


The Liberty of Mans Will, Fortune, 
and Fate conciliated to Provi- 
dence Divine, page 328. 


S 38 C5. L 
AnTic. 


7 - intent of the chapter. p.3z28, 
2, Democritus Fate , inconſiſtent both 
tothe Fundamentals of Religion , and the 
-— Ws of mans will : and therefore =_ 
ibid. 
3- Ariſtotle and Epicurus their F ate admitted, 
in that it is Identical to Nature : but abom= 
nated, in that it claſheth with the Certi- 
tude of Divine Preſtience. p-329 
4. The Platonick and ®Stoick Fate embraced, 
ſo fay as it is conceded to be a Conſtitution 
of the Divine Wiſdome : but abandoned, 
mthat it detratts from Divine —_—_ 
rence, ibid. 
ſ» In what | apr yr ſeaſe Chriſtianiſme may | 
tolerate the uſe of the term, Fate, ibid. 


SECT. II. 
ARXTIC, 


+, , Ate and Fortune conciliated, in the 
_Y port of Providence Divine. p.330. 
Plutarchs ingenious Aſſimilation of Fate 70 
the Civil Lay : bis deſign therem. 

P. 331. 


| ScErT. IIL. 
ArxrT1c, 


1. Ate coxrentrical to mans EleQive Liber- 
ty, in the point of Pradeſtination, 


þ+333+ 

2, The Concord betwixt Theology and Phi- 
loſophy, im their admifion of 2+ orders of 
Can/es natural, viz. Neceſſary, axd Free 3 
the groxad of the Affinity both betwizt the 
Difficulties , and Solutions, 0x either 
part : asto the Abolition af the ſeeming Re- 
pugnancy between Fate ayd mans Pree- 


will. 333» 
3- The Firſt capital Difficulty, deſuandl _ 
Divine Praſcience 3 as * by Di- 
vines. þ.334+ 
4 The ſame, as ſtated by Philoſophers. 26id. 
$. The full ſolution of the ſame by vertze of the 
Divines Diſcrimmation of Necclſlity into 
Abſolute and Hypothetical. Pe 335» 
6. The Solution of the ſame by the Philoſo- 
phers proving that the definite Prenotion of 
ſuture Contingent s, is no Cauſe of their de= 
freite Contingency : but, E contra, the de- 
finity of their Futurition, the cauſe of their 
definite Prznotion . p- 338. 
7. The Diſparity betwixt Divine and Human 
P;enotion. P:339% 
8. The ſame exemplified. ibid. 


SECT. IV. 


AxrT1c,. 
1.” T' He Second Capital Difhculty, erefted 
upon a ſophiſm called Tgnava Ratioz 
as it reſpefeth both Theology, and Philo- 
ſophy. | Than  þ.34% 
2. Two eminent Opinions of Divines touch= 
ent the Solution of this Difficully, recopni- 
zed : and their judicious Modeſly, im ducly 
acknowledging the myſterie of Przdeſtinati= 
on, tobe Arcanum Divini imperii com- 
mended. Pp. 3 


4". 
3. The Firſt opinion found totally mmcapnble of 


SECT. 


F xpedition from the Sophiſme, Tgnava Ra- * 
tio, : 343- 
4 The 
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4. The Second Opinion, to a great party extri= 
cated from the oe Lebyrinth. þ, 345+ 
5. The Fatifſts Swbterfuge, of the In _ 
of Piume Prenation, precluded. p.346. 
6. A ſecond ſubterſuge of the Fatiſt, vn, that 
the Subſequence of the ee to Preno- 
tion, doth implicate the poſſibility of irs | 
Eluſfion and Mutabilicy 3 prevented. 3bid, 


. 9. A third Concluſion, viz. that the poſteriority | 


of the Decree of Eleion ro Gods prz- 
vifion of mans future good ations, doth 
make man the Author of his own Diſcre- 
- tions detefied and redargued, þ. 347+ 
8. Two Extrafts from the premiſes 3 (1) that 
the Cooperation of mans Hill to ient 
Grate, may be concerved a Cauſe of bis Elt- 
fion : /2) that to render a reaſon , why 
God did not conflitute AU men ſuch as that 
All ſhould cooperate to _— Grace,and ſa 
be Eleft;, is an impoſſevility to mans un- 
derſtanding z other then this, that ſuch was 


9. The former Seybiſme, (igneva Ratio) in; 
part diſſolved , by Plutarchs Diſtindon;. 
chat though All cfteQs are c 
in, yet all are not cauſed by Face. * p.348. 

10. The inſufficiency of that Diftin{tion, to the 
total ſglution of. the Difficulty, duely ace 

4 knowledged, Þ 349+; 

11. The moſt promiſing Reſponſes of ſome Phi- 
loſophers , conciſely preſented ; - viz. of 
1, Of Plato. ibid, 
2. Seneca. +350. 
3. Chryſippus, f+ 351, 
4- Aquinas, : P- 353, 

13. Theſe acute Reſponſes #gquitably auduted 
and their inoport found to be no more then 
this 3 that man bath a Freedome of Aﬀen, 
but not of Difſent to the Will of God, 

2, 

13. The Dehortation from iodard | pL 
ſity, in Divine Myſteries * and contiſe Ad-= 
bortation 7o conform 1110, and calmly ace 


his eternal will, P- 347+ 


quieſce in the Revealed Will of God, 753; 
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Sncx. 1. 


Riftotle, chough an” Erhajck,, poyloned SeQtion 1. 
with the CEE and hn Wh, _— 
( Idolaery » may” to 

IS coudthe content to ok 2Goddeſſe and curious 
WI of his #ench ;; and offer ſolemn = 
\: erifiers to her 25's) + Deity , whothis my gy 


E q FT | NS | "Obvrs: obſcene luxury had degraded ardinal poi 
Ty nr 15" !; forivthe native —_—— Humanity, m9 
to 0 dro ocona toe for:good, whom temptations proclaim the 


ſubducd to wo Gaſſendue. (Enocies 3) impoſſible of 
nat pens Larre: hachaccuſed him; had yet a and derſtanding 
ob nt ape eigen even by: his adyerlariex, che imple + I 
be colleted from hence, that he adyenture 0n'a Defi- perfe& Eſſence 
nition, nay not ſo much asa Deſeripre of its Natwre, For ** 


IS —Y | 


1:9 ++ Sadr 
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The Exiſtence of God demonſtrated. 


Aut, 


Z «Y * T « f@ 
. - " oo : 
fit; \ 6 ha QUAALOV 


| though he {pun ous his ſpeculations of Immwateriall /« ? 
. and unequall) thread of 14 Books : yet int! 
( but knorty _—_— t 14 et in 


- demonfiration of the Medeſty and ſtrength of his ?ud 


_ knows will foonhe fatihed, that Amazoneny, 


miſt remain unſpoken of, and-mdeert 


| _pole; 4h. lactey- peaking hinder in-tauch , the» Fomner 410 tht 


Sworn ap proper theme of a Metaphyſitian.) into a lot 


x3 firſt of all thoſe lictle better then wholly filent inal 
.chings that immediately concern Theology; and in ſome 
Chapters onely of the laſt affords us a ſparing and timerous di 
courle of the Proprieties,or Attributes of the Firſt Mover, Noi 
the pride and ambition of his wit would never hayecuffered by 
pea to have skip't oyer that fubje&t, which being the moſt al 
firnſe, fubſime, and excetfenr, muſt by conlequence, have ac 
ferred the moſt of glory and renown unto his memory : had he 
not been fully convicted, from within, of the immenſe chaſme «& 
gulph, that lay between the utmoſt extent of his © 
finite reaſon, and theincomprehenſibility of the Eſſence of G 
This his eyafion, of rather tuperſdſion, ſome haye been pleale 
'to urge againſt his honour, as an argument of his [gnoraxcei 
notions ſupernatural : but, in my conſtruction, tis the cleard} 


—-c< 2 5 nv 60 


For whoever ſhall ducly conlider, how impoſſible ic mnt: be far 
C__—_— grofle, and narrow humanity, to: behold xvi 
bility, derive Independency; calculate Eternity, circumlcribe 
circuwſcription, limit Omenipotence,underftamd Omniſcience,chc. 
apd how dangerous a 'phrenhe that 'brain -muſt be. diforgdergl 
wihalf, that attempts to: deſcnbe what” he doth  not,,, carmet 


= nw mntMUo tn con 


is the beſt Leture man can read on that iramicnik /eebje?; hgh 
when we - bave *faid all -we -can , we have ſaid nothing, if we 
look farward upon that inexhauſtible abytz.of execllouciesuitifh 


profedled Neſcioncerib this particular, i><iSenmiflentnt>ir 
zenich of all other) Science, 'which the minde of man is 
pable--of -m akis-life ; and that Ariſtotle may better - p16 
tcad- to the-thle -of the divine Philoſopher, 'for writing 
halo ab the Doicy.,. then Pate for writing: ſo much to nd 
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Aatbethoughtin ſaying ;bothing, ! - 2[1 141137 e's 42190109 6 
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Thr" Baifemet of Gut demanfr ted. 


" And how farthe ancient Hebrews ( whole viſſons 
of Gods reflexive glories, tranſmitted to them in the neceſſary 
allay of ſenſible natures ; as of the pillar of a Cond, by day, 


on mount Sinaj, at the promulgation of the decalogue, &c. 
might haye encouraged them to pretend a nearer acquaintance 
with Divinity , then any other nation of the World) were from 
daring to conceive any politive Adwmbration of his Eſſence : 
ſufficiently appears from that high veneration. their law enjoy- 
ned towards his yery Name, Jehovah. Which groin. 6 
by any, but the High Prieſt ; in any place , but 
the Sanftum Santtorum ; at any time, but wp þ Feſtival of 
amnal expiation ; and in any caſe, butthat of generall benedi&:- 
on, when the Afercy and goodneſs of God were to be derived 
doym upon the people by the holy mediation of the anointed 
ſucceſſors of Aaron ; under penalcy of no lefſe then death, and 
icularly that cruel kinde of dearth appointed for the puniſh- 
ment of Blaſp : as ſtands recorded in their Talmud, in the 
fad caſe of Teradions ſon, 


Nor can the more illuminated Chriſtian, though the ſuper- 
excellence of his faith juſtly entitle him-to this dignity, aboye all 
other darker Religions; that he hath the 1r»e knowledge of God, 
(5. e. ) thathe apprehends him under that Idea, which he hath 
been pleaſed to afford of himſelf, in the ſacred myſteries of the 
Goſpel, as of a T rimity of Perſons in an Unity of Subſtance, 
&c. moſt judiciouſly and pioufly colleted and Knit in 


imderſtanding ſo high , as to Took direRly upon the Quiddiry, 

or pure Effince Sf hith whoſe Sectlig is in light inac- 
e, and inviſible : bue muſt think it happi 

for the etitraticement of his ſoul , y 

to ſpeculate him in the ſhadow of his Areribarer , and 

eras mortality is | qualified to under- 


TET:Y! 


thepillar of Fire, by night, of Smoak., T hunder and Lightning ; 


This 


— ts. Mt. 


veneration en- 
joyned roward 
his Name, 


7 chovab. 
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Article 3. 
The clearer 
ſighted Chriſtt- 
an allo can 
perceive no 
more of the 
Divine nature 
then what is 
ſhadowed in its 
Attributes, 


_ ——_— — 


He 
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And therefore yiſement, that inthis Demonſtration of the exiſtence of God, fog 


cation ( which is'the Fountain of all other. Eſſences, and Soul of a 


nefng a ſhort thod our-pen obſerves in the purluance thereof, 


This Leing duly per ended, our Reader needs no other adyes 
the Idea of him engraven by his own hand on.the minae of 


he is. not to expeCt apy. told and vain attempt of the deſcripti 


of the Formality or ſimple Lmiddity of that ſrepreme Being, 


. - L 
other Cauſes :) and it remains onely on our. part, that we tender 
him an account both. of our. deſigne,. or ſcope, and: of the my 


Though we are fully .perſwaded , with Pl/ato{ Lih. x0. 
e legib.p. 871.) upon : conviction of thoſe innate diftates, 


| | 1904+. + which the reaſon of every man whiſpers in the cares of his cons 
I vj 104 7 Ve 7G 
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ſcience ( which proved the Jouder thunder of the two, and i (pol 
more terror to the miſcreant Emperor) that time never produced 
fuch a prodigy, as'an Abſolute Atheiſt, 5.e.\uch a fool, as 
durſt indubitate the exiſtence of a Grand-fathcr Principle, or fp 
Intelligenec, fromwehom, as from the main{pring in. a Wat 
orother Automatous Engine, all-motiorr is-derived. and' which 
conſtantly animates the great machine of the World : yet hay 
we too much ground to ſuſpect, that the accurſed ſperme of the 
Giants is not yet extin&, that eyery age can furniſh us witha 
precedent of. T hromachy, nor need we look beyond our own 
Amnnalsfor-a' ſecond to Caligula, or want a parallel for-Epicx« 
ras. Who, thovgh they. profeft the neceſſicy. of a Deity, yet 
ſottiſhly ran into deluſions cquiyalent to the downright denyall 
thereof, and Cnned as.high as blaſphemy ;in their-endeyoursta 
cutoff thoſe two cardinall. and. inteparable Artribxtes of the 
[apreme. Eſſence, viz. Omnipotence, and Omniſtient-omnipres 
ſence, or Attive-abiquity ; .not allowing the Creation of the 
' World, out of nothing, to the. one, ,nox.the conſervation, or Ge 
vernment of the. ſame tothe other. , And having made reflexie 
6ns..upon 0 unſuccesfull progees pany. haye. made, .in theig 
encerpri'es of coufuriog this fort: of implicite Arhei/ave, by the pet 
iwafion of Stripeare only;we became of opinionthat to enter the 
lifk with a -Laciev,, or Lacretiw,rood. there, contend with him 
concerning, the) extent of Gods, Frovidence' even tojeyery lingle 
and indiyiduall nature; urging ad other proof of the Afbragres 
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but the bare anrhority of Canonicall Writ ( though to us Chri- 
ftiansof undoubted truth and more fiduciary then demonfiration) 
isthe ready. way to confirm him in hisimpiery, and (hiffen his 
infidelity, in regard a. plain and juſt exception lies againſt the 
Circle, Nor have-we any probable way lett to break bis objeRti- 
ons, buta {aber reception of them in the ſhield of reaſon, anda 
{mart retort of arguments defumed from the proper magazine of 
allremporall knowledge, the Light of Nature. Hereupun, when 
we had determincd with our ſelyes to erect a building of Phyſical 
ſcience, apon thoſe pillars, or principles, which to our judgment 
pear molt ſolid, firm and permanent, becaule .molt ſenl1ble in 
a the operations or effects of Natwre, that can anyway occurre 


rothe-diſquiſition of Philoophy ; as ſhall be amply coinmon- 
traced in the future applicationof them to particulars : - and ſub- 
mitred our aflentto that excellcnt Rule of the School-men, Nulla 


res qualiſcunque eſt, intelligi poreft , nia Deus intelligatur prive, 
revived into an Axiome by the incomparable Des Cartes,in theſe 
words; - Omnems. amnis {cientie certiendinem &-. veritatam, ab 


ana veri.De cognitionerpendere;adeo ut dum-ignoramius Den eſſe, 


& werom eſſe nihil omnino de ulla alia re perfeRe ſcire poſrimme.: * 


we conceived ir neceflary to begin as high as:the Firft:Canſe,God; 
and cndeyoiir the-demonſtration firſt of his Zxiſtence, and con- 
ſequently (for {trict.reafon :will gever endure their ſeparation) 
of thoſe rwo gencrall.operations. of bis ,i/dome, Power, and 
Geodneſs, viz, (1+) the Creation of the warld ex. while, and 
ard (24) the continual Conſervation of the ſame, in its primitive 
harmony, by his- Providence ; ; and this by Arguments io purel 

extracted | rom the! chief inducemencs - of beldef, that noAtheilh, 
howacute, or refractary ſoeyer, can juſily except againſt ther. 


'Szucr. H. 


*T"1s ah Aſſertion, Which bids defiance toa-whole hoſt of Sce- 
'A. -pticks'; that the Soxd;of man, while ſhe animaces this admi- 
nible engine; the- Body, can apprehend no more of the Formes of 
Zimsties, then what ſhe-reads in thoſe reflex CharaGers, Images 
br:Mdeas, which ſhe findes repreſented to ber.in the myryour, of Co- 
fitation, B'; amy” * 


Article 1: - 
The mind of 
man can have 
no cognitionof 


the nature 
irs 


objeRs, but 
by the mediati- - 
on of- their 
proper Ideas: 
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Article 2, Now of thoſe Idexr, or Repreſtntations exhibited to the y 
Thoſe Idexzare derfianding,there are three diſtinct orders 1, Some are /» 
: Innate. or Congenial ; for that I may underſtand, what a Thing is, 
$Adrencitious. 07, arh is , What the act of Cogitation is : I need the aſſiſtang 
ot information of no other nature, but my own. - 2, Others 
Aadventitions, or emergent from external objects ;- tor that | 

aQually hear ſounds, ſee the light of the Sun, feel the heat of fit 

and become ſenſible of all other qualities of bodies : I have 

hicherto adjudged thele ats of ſenſation to belong to my cflens 

onely at ſecond hand, as being derivative from other cauſes, 

3 Tmazinary, reignandalien to my nature. 3, And finally othersare Cre 
modelled, or coynet! in the mint of the Imagination ; fort 

Phanſie of the moſt ſtupid Ideot is naturally empowerd co forg 

or paint toit ſelf, and —_—_— mind what images it plea 


as Chimeras, Sirens, Harpies,Goblins, &c. 


Article 3, © As for thoſe /deaz, on which Took as proceeding from thing 
A Nrie engul- exiſtent withour the circle of my ſelf ; I make thisenquiry: wh 
ry, whether the ther there be any reaſon ſufficient to perſwade me to concany 
Ideas of ob- that fuch 1deas are exactly like to thoſe rhings ; whether thel 
-—mnwwnny Copies or tranſcripts are drayn to the life, ſo as in all pattic 
ſelves, bold an ©© reſemble their originals ? And the derermination, whe 
exacſimilicude 2M | fatisfie my ſelf, is this ; that the Affirmarive is raught me 
w their n= nature, as being hitherro inſtruRed, that thoſe 7deas have 
rures, dependence atall on my 4: and ſo, by conſequence, proce 

not from my ſelf, but are obtruded upon my cognition even 4 
gainſt my Will. For inſtance, whether I will, or nill, Tam fenſs 

le of the heat of Fire : and therefore think this perception, at 
Idea of heat, to proceed from ſomething diſtin from my (ﬆ 
ay aw 7-47 of that fire, by which I ſtand, _—— 
is, beyond 1 , that I may judge that this um 
mit into me racher the fmilorade of i ſelf, rhen any thing Me 
The ftabiliry of which reaſons, I ſhall now ftrialy examite, 
When I here fay, I am thus inſtrutted by Nature ; 1 imeend only 
that 1 am rapt on, by 2 ok viotence, or native 
propenſity; to fudmirmy aſleme: © uo! that ris declared 
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nco me to be-a firm and uncontrollable truth, by the /igbs of No- 
Gn For 1 diſcover a-yalt and jrreconcileable Arne. ay hat 
the Diftates of theſe two Informer: : and the Difference may be 
fated thus, Whatever things are declared unto me, by the /ighe 
of Nature ; .asthis, that / aw, becduſe 1 denbr, that 2 and 3 
wake 5, 5c. can never, on any .pretence, be doubted of, in re» 
gard there can be no other faculty, or Criterion, to whole judge» 
ment or decifion, I can afford {o ample and firme credit, ast0 
that of the light. of Nature, which oncly can teach me, whether 
thoſe things are erue or falle. But as for thole Iclinations, or 
Propenſions natural ; I have long fince found, by deplorable 
| experience, that by them I have been frequandy hurried unto, 
ral andin a ſort impelled upon this evil, in my ſolitary di | 
I withmy ſelf concerning; my judicature and clefion of the Good: 
call and therefore am not in any meaſure convinced, why 1 ſhould 
depend. upon their information, purſue their conduQ, or refigne 
.my aſſent to their teſti , in other calcs, Agein, thongh | 
theſe Extradvenient Ideas depend not on my-Will ; yet isthat 
ue - no valid Argument, that therefore of th they muſt pro- 
I ceed from things without my ſelf : for as thoſe firong Propenſi- 
| ties, though ſeared in me, and as ic were annexed to my very 
un being, doc yer ſcem clearly diftint from my 3/411 ; ſo allo per- 
chance chere may be another third'Facs/ty within me, which I 
© Of - doe not yer ſufficiendy underſtand, that . coyns thoſe Ideas, as hi- 
thentomy- conceptions have ever been, that in my dreams ſuch 
Ideas tre created m my brain, without the afſiftance of any 
'forreign Objefts invading my ſeyſes. And, laſtly, ſhould I 
grant thoſe Connterfeits, or /deas, to be delumed from things 
. diſtinct from my ſdlfe ;- yet conkd it be no juſtifiable inference, 
that therefare : muſt in all points rcſemble choſe things, or 
provotyper, from which they were tranſmitted :-yea, in: 
riculars, I apprehend them to be diſproportionate and diflimi- 
, toto ceeld, by - YT rallels. To inſtance; 
Tfindewithin my ſelf ewo divers dear of the Sun, the one taken 
from my ſenſe, (-which I therefore thiak fir co refer to that claſlis 
cas,” called Adventicions ) repreſerning the-Sun in a. yery 
tmell round, of "feb diameter then a 'Coach wheel : rhe other 


from 
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from the reaſons or maximes of - Aſtronomy , 4. e. extracted b 


Arricle 4. 
A ſecond dif- 
quiſition, whe- 
ther an 


of tho n , 
things whole 
Tdees arefound 
in the mind of 
man, have any 
reall exiſtence 
without it-? 


way of induction, from<ertain Notions implantate'in me, ory 
any other way whateyer compoſed or modelled ; which repys 
fents the Sun in a vaſt circumference , much larger then the 
Terraqueous Globe. Now both thele cannor exactly reſpondiy 


mitude to theic Original, the Sun, exiflent withour me : andiilh 


reaſon offers me invincible eyidence to aflure that image toby 
the moſt unlike, whichſcems to have moſt ncerly ſtreamed fre 

the Sun it ſelf. All which conſiderations to ample ſatisfactiaa 
evinice ; that hitherto I have, not upon any ſcientificall and aw 
thentick judgement, but _ _ a certain ob/cxre and blink 
inpaloirem within, bel , that there are a ſorr of EZ »titin 
exiſtent withouc the {phear of my nature, which, by ſubtle tran 
fufion through the organs of my ſenſes, convey the /deas, « 
1dsls ofthemſelyes into my mind. | 


But L have found out another certain way, for the more hay 
py progreſs of my enquiry, Whether any of thoſe entities wh 
Ideas ſojurn within me, have any reall exiftence without me; 
-and this is it. Theſe Ideas, conſidered in this. relation; that 
are certain mods cogitands, or means which the ſoul makes uſe 
in order to her act of Cogitatios ; haye indeed no: diſſimilitude; 
Alogy, or inequality amongſt themſelyes, and all ſeem to flow 
from me, in one and the ſame chanel, after one and the ſame many 
ner : but confideredinthis intereſt, that one repreſents one thing, 
a ſecond another, a third another quite different from: both; 
manifeſt it is, that as hugely differ each- from other, astothe 
degrees of more or lefſe objetive reality. For doubtleſſe, thoſe 
1deas, which repreſent ſubſtances, are more ſomething, or ( 
ſpeak more intelligibly, though more ſcholaſtically) cont2jn # 

more of objettive reality ; then thoſe which Tepreſent,enly 


_ certain wodifications of ſubſtances, or: meet Accidents and.ar 


.eain, that [dea, by which I ſpeculate ſome /apreme Eſſence; 


eity eternall, ommniſcient, omnipotent, creator and conſervat 
of this great All, &c- ſeems in ſeyeretruth, to com NC 
of objettive Reality, or Formall Verity, then (uct poor Idew 
that carry onely the ſhadowes of ſome ſubordinate, « _ 
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and finite ſubſtances. Now evident it is, by the /ight of Nature, ' 
thac there mult be ſo. much at leaſt, (it not more ) in the Caxſe 
efficient and Total, as is in the effect of the (ame Cauſe. For, 
] demand, from what carr the effef# deriye its reality, but from: 
the Canſe ? and how canthe Cauſe bequeath that'to the effe#?, 


WW which ic ©lf is deſticure of > Out of which. root {ſpring two 


branches. of ever flouriſhing truth. ( - Nibil 4 mihilo fieri, 
nothing can be made by nothing. ( 2..) /d4 quod magis perfettum 
eſt, hoc eſt, quod plus. realitat's in ſe continet, fiers non poſſe ab 
eo, quod minus perfeitum eft, A more perfeRt ſomething, s,e. which 
imports more of objective reality, cannot be produced by a lefle 


{Wpcrfe& ſomerhing. So that I may fafely infer, that this poſition 


q 
de; 


2 


= 


ELXEE REAL: 


ach notirs verity reſtrained to thoſe effefts onely, whoſe Reality 
is Aitual, or Formal; but extended. alſo to thoſe 1deas jin which. 
isconſidered.only their Reality objeive. For example ; a ſtone, 
that never was before, cannot oaly not now.begin.to be, unleſgir 
ke produced by ſome other thing, which in it ſelf hath formally 
id eminently what ever is included in the perfeR or full nature 
of _om_ Fe —_ be —_ w ary ſubjeQ, thar 
was not for unleſs by ſomething ual perfection, 
or at leaſt nas toheat: but, beſides all adm—onbge be 
in me the Idea of a ſtone; unleſs thar Idea be firſt inſerted into 
me by ſome cauſe, wherein there is ſo much, at leaſt, of reality, as 
I conceive to be in- the ſtone, or in- the heat, -- For though that 
auſe transfuſe nothing of its Attnal, or Formal reality intom 
Idea ; yet am not Itherefore to apprehend my Idea to be the leſs 
r:all, but that the nature of ic isſuch, that it can require no more 
reality formal ex /c, then: what it borrowes from my cogitarion, 
manner of apprehenſion it is. But that this my: Idea, 
comprehends this or So objeRtive reality, rather then another : 
thigmuſt of neceſſity incyitable arife unto it- from ſome other 
aſe, wherein is ſo much at leaſt of realty Formal, as the Idea 
contains of objeftive, For if I grant any thing to be found in - 
ie Idea, which was not in'the Cauſe thereof ; that ſomething it 
muſt derive from nothing :| but how imperfeR foeyer that 3Mo- 


ap dis eſſend;, or manner of being, whereby a thing is obje5vel 
Wo the Inielle, by re; -oov ws RY >. yet is it _ 
C wholy 
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w__ roving, and cnet therefore ;rocted- from 3 


Arcicle Fe. 
A firme in— 
duQion, that 


-its impoſſible 


for-any Idea to 
import or com- 


"prehend more 


of perfeQion, 


"then its proto- 
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Article 6.. 
And therefore, aki 
3fanyIdea con- 
tain more of. 
pecfeRionthen 
can be found 
in-our "minds : 


«[ertainly our 
minds cannot . 
. bethe efficient 


of that tran-- 
ſcendent Idea, 
Aricle'7; 
The diverſny 
of Ideas,reſpe- 
Rive to the di- 


verlity of Exe * 


LIbICSs 


"tothe principal. and grar 


light of Mature, Fread this wnal 
wn Images of other natures, or extities, which qre in my und: 


Nor have Tany eauſc to fupect, tic te thy eater. 


_ my Ideas, is onely ' bjeerive ; that therefore the & >n 


realiry -eannor-be fi inherent in the cauſes of them : 


that it. is ſufficient ro thei nature; that it þe inrthem 


- Fores that Aſodas e 
prmagS wy of their own 4 4 nature ; . 
Adedic eſſendi formaty properly t to their cauſes, (at le 

Loy ) by the law of their eflence. 


Further, though T allow ic- poffible for ane 144 ro prada 
another; yet Lean never heer admit 2 poſſhiey of a prog 4s 


in inuitm, of om axe gs. ug toal fl Ki 
wires bo her 1 


; vb jeftrvgs belonss to thal 
fo doth tha 
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_—_ pms Ne ultra, ov firlt Tdca, whoſe c: 
Azobeype or Proteplaſt;, wherein #t that real 
Formaly, which is in et obje tively. 50 tary 
le Axjome ;: that thoſe 7, 


ſtanding, are certain Ca wer, or refemblaxcer, which, i 
rwrh; come flare of the of thoſe opjefts, from whid 
whey. were ceſunud; and canner be conceived to contain any thing 
greater, or char porfelion then their Canſer. 
From adyance to this-conduſion, It 
wr Idca be ſo-great andexccllent, that Ln 
a ay Sermon. nr wp in me, either Formgliter, or 
— .zud therefore 1 cannet 'be the Cafe of that Iaea + 


'diret and \gmuinc- inference Tdetermine, that / ans not aleney 


ther old; but that . there 1s exiftent inthe umverſe ſome 
Beang., mich i=. the farhovof rhis Idta. Far F'Pinds no\W | 
lde-prcur room minde, in-earnct I'knowne argument, that my 
—_— the exiſtence of any one thing diftinA fra 


I - - A nmr HE Cote eenifarocr / & Ele: 4 nin fin Lt, rn 


The" Ka # | of Ont om NR fa 7 


Shctunatetbopice Baton erin 
gepteſencs od ; others which  podrersy meetly 
and [ranitvate ; others which deſcribe hs Ns 
Animals ; and finally others that ſhew me other me» like rby 


ſelfe, 

As for theſe [wras, which repreſent Men, Aninals,or Angels; 
Leahly underftand , that fuch may be cornpoſed and made 'up 
of other Ideas, which I uſhally conceiye of my fdlf, and other 
corporeall Entities, and of God : though there were neither Men, 
nor Animals, not Angels, in the whole World befide my (elf, 
And as for thoſe of Corporeal Emiries ; inthem I meet with no- 
thing ſo great, noble, or excellent, which feenis not ro have its 
fountain or origin in my felf, For when T make a deep and fitice 
inquilition into them, I diſcoyer, that of thoſe things, whichthey 
| only very few, which I clearly and diftinct- 
ly indaftand ; ſuch are Afugnirade, or Qnancity exterided into 
# three dimenfrons of Lawgitnde, Latirude, Profundity ; Fi- 

iid from the cerminatioh of that exrenfion; Sirrarion of 

+ hepa on, which'parts yatiouſly- Obtain af 
hold ; ad Aotion of the < of firuation 
mthe whole, or compoſing the whole : to which may be 
Sabſtawce, Drration,and Number. Butas for other 

thinks, as Laghe, Sownds, Olav, Sapirs, Hear, Cold, and othet 
tefite qualitres; theſe fall not under the comprehenfion of thy 
thoughts, but darkly and with as much obſcurity as confufion : 
informiich that when T have tarfiry'd up all T know of them, it a- 
mounts to no morethen this ; that I am eyen ignorant whether 
they be true or falſe, (5, x. ) whether ſuch Ideas, as T conceive of 
them, be the /uras ofthings realty exiſtent, or of Nowmenirier. 
Ihavefai obſerved, that Falſtty, and 

molt emphatically ſo cafled, or Formal falſity, can be no whete 
founttinthe world, butiri out fwdgments, or determinations : yet 
izehete another Aarorinl falſity in our Ideas, when they repre- 


Article 8. 
The pollible 
originals of 
each ſort (c- 
yerely exami- 
ned , and all 
found to be de- 
ſumable from 
our ſelves 3 the: 
Tdea of God 
only excepted. 


othing in firad' of a fome- = 
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plenary and ſtable fatisfadtion, Whether cold be :0uly & 
rionof Heat, or. Heat nomore but the privation of Cild; ' 
- ther both be real and. poſitive qualiries, or neither? and (ink 
there can be no 1deas, but 28 of real- emities.; in regard itigy 
eruth apparent, that cold is nothing cl'e bt a privation of hea 
that ſame-Idea, which exhibi:s.cold as. ſomething real and pof 
tive, may juſtly'be reputed fal:e: and folikewile mayrothergof the 
{ame lerics, To ſuch Ideas. thereforc-ir'is nor 'neceflary, that 
aſigne any orher. oxiginal. beſides my (elf ; - for fincethey mayhe 
materially falle,( 5. e.) repreſent nothing under the diiguiled 
* fomething.: ir isdeclared unto me by the Light of Nature, that 
they. proceed from nothirg;, { 4. e. ) that no'other reaſon ea 
' be given, why. they: arc..in me,- but only this ;; char ſomerhi 
manting to my nature, which is requiſite tomake it abſoln 
perfett and compleat :' and-if they -were true, yet in refpeE 
exhibic ſo lule ray. > that I cannot, in the- moſt abftrag 
' contemplation, clearlyiſtinguiſh that. /irle from - nothing ;- 1 
no ganas Fa not worthily be counted the Mineryase 
' my own brain, orche produCtions.ofymy own thonghes, > Now 
as. concerning, thoſe things, whichare. clear and'diftin&tin the dat 
- of Corporeal Natares ; I hayediſcovered, thatſome of themalſy 
: bederived from the Idea-of my elf :+ ſuch are Subſtance, Dy 
ration, Number, &c. of thelame_claſſis. For when I confidery 
* one to. be ſubſtance, or an..entixy. eonflicuted :in'» capacity of 
! (ibfiſting per /e.;. and at the ſame ttme.confider my elf G- 
- ſubſtance (although 11. conceive :my ſelf to be Res cogitans,n 
» thinking ens, and look not upon'my ſelf as Res extenſa, a quans 
tative or.extenſive.;. but upon a ſtone, as. Res: exrenſay andndf 
cogirans,.and that therefore there muſt+be- a great difſunilicude 
between thele two conceptions,: ,yet thay ſcear- to. be: reconciled 
and ſhake hands in.rermine. ſubſtantialitatis );and alfo-whent 
 confider, that. I. now-am, pr nr have been; and whent 
| live various cagitations,- whoſe number-I comprehend :: Irhay 
- acquire ther. Ideas of Duration and Namber, which I eanaftd 
4ransfer and apply.co what other. things T pleaſe; But for the x6 
' due of particular. things, whereof the Ideas of Corporea! Nt 
eres are.compoicd : as Extenſion; Figare, Sitwation, and Mor 
F0K. 
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tion; "theſe haye not their refidence-in me'( fince I am nothing 
eſe, in propriety of efſenee, but Res cogitans-) formaliter : and 
yer, in relarjionthar they are only certain Afod; ſubftantie, imo- 
dificated ſubſtance, and I allo am a ſ#b/ftance ;- they ſeem to be 
. comprehiended in mezminenter, by way of rranſcendency. And 
fo there remains unexamined only the 12a of God; inwhich I 
am to conſider, wherher it include any thing, which . cannot . be 
derivative from my (elf. qd 3.1 


'By the name God,” underſtand 2 certain ſxbftance, infinite, 
independent, omnipotent, omniſcient, from which as well my own, 
41 aHl other dependent natzres were derived ; by whoſe incompre- 
benſfoble Wiſdome, Power, and Goodneſs, the univerſe was created, 
according to'the admirable Idea formed in his own eternall intel- 
k#; \and is ronftanthy conſerved in the ſame I order, and 
= harmony, which-in the beginning he was pleaſed to 

itxre, 

"Now ſodiyine; excallent; and perfedt are all theſe. Arr#ibures, 
tharwhcn with deep, yerhamble and reverentiall thoughts Icon- 
template them;excher purity, nh become ful 
informed, that they arc too great and noble, to be derived from 
mean, frail, and imperfe&t a being as my ſelf : and upon this firm 
foundation I erect .to my elf this: verity.; . Thar God doth exift. 
For though the:Idea.-of a. ſobſtagce. be rincJuded in me forthus 
avle, that Jami afubſtance: yerir doth 1:0t neceſſarily follow, 
that therefore can haye:the Idea of an infinite :fubſlance, (ince1 
ammy ſelf but finite, unleſs that Idea fiſt proceed from ſome 
ſubſtance really infinite.. Nor am1 obliged tothink, that 1.doe 
nofconceive an i»finite; by a trxe J[dea, tut, azmoR ſchoolmen 
will have it, by -the: Negation of @ifinire, 28:1: underſtand-Reſt 
and Darkneſs by the gires of Motion and L5ght; for, anche 
contrarie, L per{pictoufly underſtand, that. there is more of Ri- 
kty in ——_— = — > tos we ;. andby _ 

t eption of an infiniteeſſence, the Deity, is el 
and Gipregedentancs, tha pererpeicn bd. nite ellincg, wy 
felf 1-For I demand of the whole wozld, by. whay means 
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Article 9, 
The Idea of 
God, here de- 
ſcribed, cannot: 
be cither for- 
mally, or ma- 
rerially falſe, 
but the moſt 
clear, diſtin& 
and true of all. 
others. 
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E anrure; which T finde requires 66 wall 
Maca, Fares Fe weroin no Idea'of a mote perfelt being, 
a Mart nowiig of imperkein, niÞ 
Per Bi o 
fabdrdinatien and dependence of my ewn being, 


Norcan it be dbjeted that the Idea which I conceive of Gy 
i narerially falſe,and therefore poſſible to de umbd from wy 
p thoſe Ideas of Hear and Cold foi examined : fot 
contrary, in this intereſt, that tis tranſcendemily clear 
Bins, and comprebends more of objetiive reality, chen My 
Skew which the minde of min can either conceiye, or credt 
no-one is niote 1544 pry fe, nor in which ls fufpiion of fallho 


' can bederected} This Idea, I fay, of the {i Being; pe 


aid infinite, ivmoſt eve 4 for thoughiir be irbagined pal 
ble, that rhere is no ſuch! exiſtent, as my Idea re 
yer canner it be intagined, thac Ides of this A fawn 
exhibit unto me nothing real, as may the Ideas of Heat, Coll | 
&c.' Mortovery I im cofifitmed, that thi Idex of God; is of 
her} elywelbelainind des dn pee xm 
and perſeAibn, y dilinkily: provthen:ia! 

Hem nay conctiicred in this one, as in the 

rmiyerfil fountain, Not can this my ble be bggeted by 

, that I cannot comprehend an inf, or ht 
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aol vr egy in be ofthe tnaticnfant þ 
ah cond brahjertanded me, that anvfinire ; that it 
fafficienc for: me rw only (6 wach, and:t6 j Ze 
ptr pee cre contain, of anport any perfect 
porchiance mmanenble ocher digniries, of which I am þ 

win Cole mL Sothe ic 
roncrive of hich, - is = | 

fn ammd power of dre, we: no pr picuaes a 
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ptr] "gc which thee is nothing at 
ly fordbien — 16 be, ano mp of aomenacco ty 
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my .ccgnition 4DGre 2 » 116+ 
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ſerene, noble, and illuſtrious truth, demonſtrable by the light; 
N atwre:yet ſince, when with inore looſe and unattentive though 
I examine ther, and when the grofler_ images of corporeat:; 
ſenhible natures benight the opticks- of my reaſon ; I cannor 
efily make it out, why the Idea of a-being more noble and pers 
fe&t then my own, muſt of neceſſity proceed from ſome tuth 
other being, which is really nota /* ; forthis reſpect, I f@ 
FHlead on my mind to a further enquiry, viz. Whether or »o 
who have this 1dea, conld have an exiſtence, if there were u 
ſuch Ens as my Idea adumbrates, really exiſtent ? To par.icul 
from what original ſhould my being deſcend 2 cither from wy: 
ſelfe, ox my Parents, or ſome other efſences of perfection inks 
_ inferior " that of —_ _ phanſie can ___ wild, 
to feigne any thing more nay not <q perfect 
wikhim. Now ad 1 received my being from my ie, wi 
doubtedly I ſhould northen have been ſubject to thoſe frailtiy 
of Dubitation and Deſideration,” nor would any: thing haye bee 
_— nature : for at the ſame'inftant, when F-gayews 
my {elf a being;aſſuredly 1 ſhould haye given unto my ſelf alſo a 
thoſe perfettions, whereof I haye the Idea inmy mind, and fol; 
my ſelf ſhould have been God. Nor am I bound to: conceivg 
thac thoſe excellexcies, wanting to the accompliſhment of « 
nature, can be more difficult to acquire, then thoſe graduall abi 
lities, of which I am already maſter : for on the contrary, tis ma 
nifeſt, that it muſt import infinitely more of difficulty for me tg; 
have ONSET e.) for a Cogitant ſomething to be deducef* 
from nothing, then for me being once conſtituted in a Capacity; 
ro attain to the cognition of many things, whereof. I am now 
actually ignorant, which can be eſteemed no more but the Acris 
dents of that _ And' afluredly , had ] borrowed the 
ter, my #bſtantiality , frommy own ſtock of power; 
| xr ve denied unto my {elf the leſs, thoſe Accamulatis 
ons, or accidentall additions, nor. any . other of thoſe divine 20+ 
compliſhments, which I underſtand to. be. included in the Idew 
of : why > becauſe no one of thoſe ſeem more difficult 
to be acquired ; Men 5x TI" for me to- aſpire: 
unto, tis more then probable I ſhould underſtand that dif %; 
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ment of all;or a celſent to be m_ 


concluſion that | 
the Idea of the © 
divine nature 
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| | de® os 
rice, as Beaady the Ideas of fenhble objefts peri 
objedts, offer them(clyes to the external c ang of the ſenſes ; 
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power either to detract an 


Imagination, fince it is 


—_ or pled in, a coral or very it rat b 
primirty anted es en ro 
Flee lies the is iinplired, or die 
_—_— upon'rny elf, An ey _ and welt 


onfideration, it can ſeem 'no- wonder, that Gad'vheitew 
op armogncvag ep ear ya ien 


Soxl, that ic might remain-2$2n indelible Mark or re” 
whereupon when 1 refleX my cogitations, I ſhould 
know and ackhowled tmp to b be the work of his ah 
hand. 'Nor is it rich this Markor Impreſ7 ſh 

2 Ann. plainly diſtin from the work 'it elf, from my Elſe | 


a> ab rteg round, that God hath creat me ; tis ve 


that he created me, in ſome: 
Similiride ind image” of himſelf, tne this Sm 
wherein the Idea of God is inthyded, be adeoed i 
by che operation or 'informarion of —— —_—_ ty, by v 
arti impower'd to-underftand ſelf: that Aon 
vert the eye of my "Soul, * 
toe'nor'only clearly munity 
dependent on ſome Skperior 
to greatey and better "thing 
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[Dun error every Coty ma Anais 
not bur'acknowledge it'an abloluce i X0- 
exif}; beirig of fuch'a natureas1 am, (1,e. x vans Gorey God * own 
por my mind; unlos God 2lodid really exift : thac 
yery God, 1 mean "1 per felis which toon an lube ſomes 
aly poſſe ring ol perfett ions, which I cannot compre- 
bend, yet im ſome degree I can, _ and yeneration 
pecie ey the perſpeSive of and abftragted 


Gay IH; 


Ow. in conſideration that many of thoſe Jſeraph ow; ical 
er adang which Thave been Red 
eSndke ufe of ir the: precedent dernonfiration of reg wes 
of God, may be conceived cither tos difficult for the unriper ſort 
ofheads, or artkeaft ewbignowms, and thereforelubjeRtto peryerfion, 


astiotbeing tufficiently adequare and reftrained to rhote notions, 


to which I have applied them ; 1 have thought it eequifirero 
the particular Ex xplanation, or proper definition of each, 


__ Feould crefd t ro obſcurity, or exception. 


#4; OI Cogiration, I comprehend whatſoever is ſo con= Article x. 
tlitied it1 us, that we afe immediaccly: conſcious thereof. Thus all The impor- 
10S of the Will; Incelle&t, - - Imagination, and Senſes tance of rhe 
r this one notion of Cogitations: and the particle jm im, Cogita= 
tor 4 have annexed to exclude all choſe things, tharare tion, 
operations, as motion voluntary  Copite- 


forts ohgjnat, burivic ſelf plainly diltinet from. cogirarion. 


. fy an Idea Tunderfiand that hens of any Copitation, by Ariicle 2... 
he 'whereef-I come to be fully ' conſeibus Of This, 
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Of the ob- 
jeRive reality 
of an Idea. 
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of Ideas. 
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chiefling rake of on Idea, I intend the Exzieg of thy 
Ro anted by thatddea. od; .©0:þe fan 
tention, we may lay, the PerfeRion objective, or . ye , 
jeftive, &c. For whateyer things we perceive as in the objets of 


Ideas, the fame things inevery particular are objeRtively included 
in the.Idcas of thoſe objetts. , 


The ſame shings aredaid robe Fomalpinibeot 
when they are truly. fuck in chem, as we ;peroci 
SESEETEESS and Eminent 
when they; are not Fakie. but Fame, equindlons, Int 
> rg OArry convenient een, 4 
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us; or upan which any thing, ccive, 
ode fer in onificnce, For we po 
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of extenſion local, and other xcoidencs, which pretuppale Of a Body. 


extenſion; ens. 9 Situation, local Nation, &c.) 


Article 8. 


| ao fabflaures ne ſaid to be rea difinguift, when each Of the real di- 
of chem cas realy.fublaft without the of the other. in&ion of 
two ſubſtances. 
- That/ubſtance, which we underſtand ro be /xprowely: perfe®, Articl 
and wherein wo perceive na. detect, or kmiarion: of pan Of the ſub- 
tobe imvolved, is:thar we call G ad. | ſtance ſuprem-- 


ly perfe&. 
Sz cr. IV. 
| ——_—m—— ebyriiven, which-var- only the / ricle x. 


'frivce dblizia of the Pulpie;; - bur even buck mane ronpernne Object. 
heads,ax-have yor beertrebaedt ro: a d' height. ſafticient to adm the That the ro 


rr are and inanaterial necions, may ſand te ans ©f man, being 


countermy ASertion,! Ther 4 beve wear; diſturit, and rus 511i cannot 
A ofGalinwy monk 1s this : knfin zum. 0 04 infin.tum, off A clear and di- 
_— that God-bang un J'Q, refoxe 1 ſtin& incelle- 
for mas, while dizinedlect is walled, up: fleſh, Qion of an 1a 
hnncles arg: difto&t. lea of big. Being. Toi ins a CI_ 
betwaxt which ave theinknity of God: 19. 4 oy; CORY 
WGerometricat wit in; the: ne ————hrmen 
/amidnight 36d\fixt 23temeioD, Ypetra Chiloages, or _ 
nn pre pure yetſhall. ec im lama bas 
and confuſed repreſentation or modell thereof, and cannot dir 
as adumbratc or Un that chibagonicsll bg ;: 


partici hp and tombly (peonkane cachons of 
tw2009 figes;/or harevad lines, —_— dech-eenflt. Andif 


ty Tr mary yrer nn hints 3s the- Lada mg 
ce eftlea due qreraen, os noble 268k, which, _—_ AR Rions, 
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othing of the Creature. wot can Tick the don oO 
ond lic acne /orber chan a plows and orthy cognizanc 
. the majeſty andincircumicription of his : yet to ſaishe, thac nay 
can have a morc lively apprehenſion of his own frailties, infirm 
and defeRs, nor a greater eſteem of the excellencies and accom. 

any Lad tane ef oe Da 

and (cruj 

long » 4 I chought ir be to acquielce. in the Affirmative, 
thus anſwer. | 


An Infinite, quaten«s as infinite, can, in troth, by no me 
comprehended ; and yet neyerthelels it may be wnder ſtood: i 
ror care and diftinMly to. underftand the nature of 

roeagt aire ler terminations, or circumſcrifh- 
jy bay ke is clearly and diftin&y ro underf 
the ſame to be infinite. And heer 1 diſtinguiſh berwixt /n 
res and Infinicum ; calling, properly and preciſely, that 
finere, in which\no limits, terms, of 'ends eanbe, on dip gl 
' diſcovered ; in which accepration”, God is nite 
ſuch things, wherein, under ſome latirude of 
— > Corſe — ps ons 
imaginary without 7 riſmegiſtues his circle, or on 
proge mgmt, the inultitude of Numbers; the divif 
of the voy | &c. ſuch T call udefonire, and nc 


095 pare they muſt confels » finaliry, 


Again, Ipurs diferency berween the Farmal Reafus, oxi ; 
CO and the /x6je of thar infinity,/'or 
which is infinite.' Now, as for-the Infiniry-; we 
and that tobe moſt Pofrive ; yet we cannot underſtand ith 
only by a kind of Negation, viz. from hence, that we can 
cover. no- limitation: in the thing. : DO —_—_ 
influity, or infinite thing, we underftand it Po 

' Uillohnately ( 5. ce.) wedocnot comprehend all” tharis ar 
; inthar thing. Thus when we caſt our eyes upon the Sea, 
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6ght carmot. extend to. all and every part thereof, nor meaſure 
eyery inch of its immenſe valtity ; yet may we be properly ſaid 
to bchoſd the ſea. And'if we look upon itata great diſtance, ſo 
that our eyes ſeem to rake it in all at once, we doe not ſect but 
dimly | confuſedly, as it were in a thin, blew landskip ; as al- 
ſo wr doe not imagine a Chiliagon but obſcurely and in FaQures, 
when we comprehend all the lutcral lines thereof at once : yet it 
we approach the ſea at a = vicine diſtance, and carneſtly fixe 
our eyes upon any one part thereof, ſuch a viſion may be clear 
and diſtn*t, as alſo may the imagination of a Chiliagon , if our 
Phanhe extend to no more, then one or two of the {ides thereof 
at once, By rhe !ame reaſon, that God cannot be comprehended 
by the narrow mind of man,1 willingly grane with all te {chool- 
men ; 'nor can he be diftinaly und by thole, who unadvi- 
endeyour to comprehend him all at once, and asit were to 
gaze upon him a far oft ; in which laudable ſenſe, the moſt ſub- 
tle D* Thom. Aquin. affirmed, Cognoſcere Dexm eſſe in alique 
communi, ſub quadam confuſione, in quantum ſcilicet Dew eft 
, hominis beatitudo, id naturaliter nobis inſertum eft, thar the cog- 
nition of the Being of God, is implanted in our minds, under a 
certain confuſion, or cloudy repreſencation - but whoeyer, with a 
przyious ave, and becoming reverence, ſhall endeyour to fingle 
out his perfeCtions, contemplate cach ſucceſſiyely, not ſo much 
to comprehend them, as to be com by them, and im- 
Mloyaallthe neryes of their intelleR (ſequeſtred from the contagi- 
on of ſenſibility and Corporeity ) in the long and wary (peculati- 
on ofthem : Dey perſons ſhall afſuredly find in him more 
whaAory, ample, eafie matter of clear and diſtin cogni- 

jen; then in all che world befide, | 
cdly, I diſcriminate an IntelleRion Adequate, from an In- 
relleion Gradxal, or conforme to the ſlender capacity of man, 
For the Firft, ewere madneſs beyond the powet of Hellebor for 
afy man to dream, that he could underſtand an Infinite, Conce- 
pt# adequato,by x comprehenſion fully aslarge,and exaly ro- 
portionate unto that Infinice; nay it may be a very hard exuthiony 
whether the armes of our ing be long enough to com- 
menlurate te full rare of voy Fine ch, though vero 
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ſmall, By ai Idea exactly relpons 
or the other, every ſoher man is 2 
wings of his mind are not fo "6g KB ir jt pin 
the Gradval cogniticn of an Infinite, finita & ad modulum 
mani ngents | accommodata 20h Tf any (hall ert 
Diftinttion to lo hniſter a latitude, as to retort ; that ak, 
confeſs my underſtanding too ſhallow and dark to comprehend 
an infinice, Concepts adequate, I doe atthe ſame rime implicit 
concede, thar Ican know no more then a part of an inhnite; 
indeed the leaſt part which can be ſaid to Frey the repreſcntarion 
of an infinireno morethen the eff «fhgies of. one (ingle hairco repre- 
ſent t the Whole body ofa man : 1 ſhall moethly rcjoype, that tg 
affirme, thatif ive fully comprehgnd any thing, thax thing my mul 
infivite, is a plain and obyious concradjtion in ter 
the Tdea of aq infinite, if true, canndt be. comprehe mo; bog Incagy 
prehen/ ibility bein ng the formal attribgre Lf an infunite ; " and \5 
neyert efeſs i it is evident, that the a which We haye 'of 21 it» 
fate , doth. "reſemble nor ol ſome one parucular . part, 
bur eyen really and truly the” whole thereof , eo modo, qo re« 
preſentari abs per humanam no; d oh 2 
far more accurate and diffinR, (5. e. ) et Idea m may. belles 
&d to be in the more luminous and clear incelle4, of Gad, 
Angels, or other natures more Inrrligess then man. oy 
donor, bura Ci lown, who never heard. of Exclid, or lea 
Axiome Comer, may notyitbanding haye in his mind 
the Idea ofa ole Triangle, when heis opce inſtructed, thara 
Tri Treg is.2 Yin comprebended In three h mes, 
main ignorant of, many other things, which Jo 
Gs cho knowes inecthpblein th Hos, a i 


0 ips TF ey I the Idea On 3 | wk r,a5, £0 xliap 
> included in three gk is yl to acQui 
of a whole Tr aac 
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__ oabyy of. Gou: Joo tdrt Blk7 Bike ratjonk, a Article 2, 
ex: ome” thit hath no exiſtence at all Blit iti * bjett.2, 
net; and therefore hath no more of 7 Aion, of Thar the Idea 
!ahly odjech odjeive theti yout ovin rind that frathf ir ity" 
En# #atlanis bath a double ſignification j (x. ls impott#d jen ir che 
je ry Notion, _ of all reafiry.,' or z pure Na min of man, 
enfity 5 (2) it ſgnifies eve peration of the al or,'more is a meer Ens 
only, oy ratione profe Fn Lin vikich accepratron, the whole ratienzs:and the 
World ky be property ted Ens rations divine, or an entity Solar. 
creared' by 2 funple pen. f of the divine ineMlaX, Now it 
chis Taft ſee only can'T' allow that tranſcendent Tdex' of God rs 
Kr = db diffi repreſenitition'of the ti 
lon finer u h my ufder adit 
arrmenwiccN ws ment, y all maturely perp 
mes a logon 1on-of our precedence m 


ms 

platily = r'thar wtthtend fach x Per Fei of FE 
jr p da, which'( no lets theh that A7rifice OO, 
_ inthe Tdea'of al engine engine moſt ingenioully 


_ a'CaWfe, whet6ih all tharis really and formally ont d 
iv included inthe Tdea AF objetively, and atlecond hid, 


jp 


we grant y our This thak this Idea” hath mote of Article 3 
Pofetties or heibe realit 'Y, then your Alind': yet catnor Objett. 
Aſſumption Ttand, that _ your Mind cannot bethe eg 
Aarhiy of this 1dea';* fnte an Effef? may have” a degree of Per- may have more 
fifties, or” " reality,” - which neither is, nor. eyer wibin the Ca ſc C—_—_ 
theteof: To iff conion.* obferyatidn pore ren, en ies Cuſt 
Frogs," &c —_— ſorfie py 
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yoyd of reaſon, which is not alſo in bedies deyoyd of Anim 
tion ; orif there were, that Perfeftion muſt be 'e opt 
derived unto them from ſome torreign principle : not arcthe Sug, 
rain, and earth the Adequate Canſes of Inſets, or Animal 
whoſe produ&iion is ſpontaneous and without other ſeminalitis, 
- then thatanalogous {perme of corru ion ; and it ſounds dilcor- 
dant in the harmonious cars of logick for any man, only becay 
he is ignorant of any other Caule that may conduce tothe gene. 
ra:ion of aninſeR, ( 5. e. ) hath ſo many degrees of perfeRtion,us 
as an Inſc& hath, cherefore ro ſtagger the truth of an Axioine 14 
tified by the Light of Natwre. For, 2 nod nibil fit ineffeitn, 
qued non vel fimili, vel eminentiori aliquo modo preextiterit .ig 
cas'a, isa Firſt netion, at which no man can quarel; but he muſt 
implicitely abjure his own reaſon : nor doth the ancient aud 
yulgar maxime, 4 wihilo wihil fri differ from it, bur onlyin 
terminis ; becaule if ic be conceded, that any thing is found in the 
effet, which cannot be found in irs caulc, itmuſt alſobe coi 

that this ſomething was made by nothing ; nor am I conyi 
why nothing may not be the cauſe of ſomething, but only from 
this evidence to the contrary, that in ſuch a cauſe there would not 
be the ſame, nor any thing equivalenc unto that, which is in the 
effeft. Secondly , thatmy Mind cannot be the Efficient cauſe 
of this tranſcendent Idea, needs neither declarement, nor ſupport, 
. other then this canonical poſition z that whatſoever reality 
© perfeltion # only objettively in our 1deas,muſt be either formally, 
or at leaſt eminently in their prototypes, or originals: and upon 
this one pin. hangs all the certification, or a » hat any man 
can have of the real exiſtence of any aver thingln the works ( the 
ſayons Feng only ficcpy6d ) bebtpa iniet; for foray wheh 
hine could we have ſuſpeRted , that tuch or fach things. ate 
exiſtene, without the orb of our own nature, but only from this : 
that their Idea, or ions have been conveyed into our 
minds, by the organs of our ſenſes? And that we have a certain 
Idea, or umbrage of the moſt potenc and moſt perfeſt Being ; as 
alſo, that the Reality objeftive of this Idea is ſo excellent, asthat 
it cannot be diſcoyered to be in us either Formally, or Eminentl : 
will beſo clear, ſerene, and orthodox a truth, as tobe ſworne to 


by 
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by ay, who with thoughts ſufficiencly conſtant and anencive (for 
on hf Polo equi cond ori the behalfe of any 
ut di multumqut in natura Ents [umme perfeiti contemplanda 
immorersr _) {hall be pleaſed to conſort their meditations with 
mine upon this excelleut, and molt neceſſary favject. For tis hot 
inche power Of my-pen.to obrtrude that notioh upon any wan, 
cheadmiſſion and retention. whereof immediately depend upon 
lus own. cogitation; 1 mean an aſſurance of the certucude of this 
demonſtration, when he,is rcfolved not to be divorced from that 
uncomely. grandmothes of-Error, Prejudice 3: nos to oprtiithe 
ears of his, belcit ro. the, mol. prevalent charms of arguman, or: 
taſte thoſe limpid Rreams, which flow from the foung of all out 
knowledge, the Light of Natwre, 


* Whereas, upon a profound and calme conſideration of liaad ; Article 4. 
each of thole. Arnibutes enumeraced in your deſcription! of that! Obje. 4. 
lenr)d«&, which yau prerend t0: haye of God, as thar he is- That the ex- 

al 1n een independetn, ſuperlatively both intelligentand + —— 
patent, by which your ſelf and all the world was created; &c. WE. JJca. as hath 

findic nor demonſtratively neceſſary, that the Idea of fuch ani: been deſcribed 
Ens, whercip all thoſe. perfeRtions are concentred and united, of the Divine 

ſhould be implanted.in your mind immediately by: that Ens+ we Name, dork | 
conclude that it may be framed and. compoſed of your: ſeverdh {\\t.xihence 

Collefions from other external objefs. To deſcend to particu-- of an Excity, in 
lars. ( 1. ) When by the word, God,you underſtand a Subſtances; all points re 
0n,noc any Idea,affures you,that God dothexiſt: Subſtance pondems, or 

ind Exiſtence being pwins, that cannox. live but. conjoyned hand. ""Pepor tharer. 
in-hand. (2, ) Fromthe notion 1ufinice,( 5,6. ) ene. brag the poſſible 
you cannot comprehend nor imagine any limits,or extremes = 1 
m,ſo as that your thoughts can ever arriyeat 2 Ne #/:74: there: ſuch an Idea, 

aiſerh unto your mind an Jdea not of an [nfixizy divine 5 bar of = ne Fn 

thetermination or circumſcription of your finite nature. ( 3.) In- : ihe ». 
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dependent ſounds no more then this, that you cannot conceive, 
or imagine any cauſe or original of God 3; from whence tiszanis 
feſt, that from the terme ent, you can colle& no other 
DR He Ge monary of your.onn Lie, htchbohihcs Gronl 

3 origt» 
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oligidarions at fuch amb fuch las ihe <hapeſdtEue 6HE 
Wherefore, co'ſzy tharGod iv irnjepepders,to 0thind riore & -4 
thax Got is in the number of thote : of which you &y 
imagineno original , - or: Cauſe: & alfÞ, to' ſay that Gold 
infirke, is all one; in che import, with this, tharGodisitt the 
ry" er amet cr wot cry ſr rot 19 ofa 
egd, linyitacion; or j A evety 1 
isexchided ; for what Idea can ehierebe, withoutether 
or teftminarion?-( 4, peg Intehigent'; here we d& 
{we ro: be informed, by whac kihd of des you underftzrid op 
puuicact Gol? 7.) Mob pn eve affo We require? 
whar bdea:yo rey on ponely: Myhich imp6 pet 
furmri rhetefore not exiſtent 7'uhdoubretly we alc 
£0 _ —_— of power, by the ſteps -a0e reflex 

former aQions , progreſſing by by I of Ratioci 

3. thushe trh dot; go he'hs power this'k6 doe; 6 
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al, for whax -eyer is innate, is al- 


57 part of im te It anfver in \ general; that no 
gee ara K 9ngzo my Idea.of the ſuprewve 
AO Freryal okje #5; 28 from an 

gn A [evi ia God wean find no- 
any analogy, or {\milizude 19 thele things that 
= Entities ; bux whatloeyer we conremplace in our 
rap Fi fiſproparzionzze 30. «<arpainal.. natures, 
F aus: fnogn. the 40k of thar di- 
7, . Apd here. Idemagd, hewany man:can: 
8 Tntelleftiop of God. from © Lok 

Q, I hays thereof, Lf caplain, 
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ideameliciends, of extraBting it it ; or" Tar = "the dignity or u 
Eſlence,we are empower'd to { peculate char [mpreſs or Signaran 
of the Deiry, when we conyert our cogizations | amcnciplly uponit if 


Article Thongh we ſhould applaiid your '/iiperſtrutZxxre, that the Ideq 
Objett, £ of God is' not 'to ben , other' cauſe but himſelf; 
That the Idea yetcan we not but ſu =_ che ſtabikt of your Corner-ſtoxe, & 
_—_— ; capital reaſon thereof, viz. that = Aa can be ſuperadded unta, 
copeble - nothing detrafted from that Tdea, And toward the bs ſubverſion of 

mentation it, we need adtecte no greater anengine, then our friendly advice, 

diminution : that you world cotbuler how how fmal a arden-plor of ſcience, W 
and the clear rmanured, may in proceſs of timebe mtoa ſpacious cany' 
pania ; that tis not impoſſible for you to be informed, either by 
men more learned then your ſelf, or by the extraordinary reyely 
tion of Angels, or ſome other communication from other nature 
mare t then man, of many more perfeRions or Arttiy 
bures in God, then you haye hitherto diſcovered': that God hiny 
(if may be pleaſed, by the irradiations of his ſacred Spirit, ſo to 
res ena intelleR even in this life of i ignorance; 25 to affoel 
——— reflex of his glories, and ſo augment your know- 
of his excellencies ride yout Soul, when ſhe A 

dark curtain of fleſh withdrawn by the rough hand of death; 
beadyanced tothe Bearifical vifor'; ſhalt know 16'mpch mba: 

of Divinity, then what you can apprehend now, that incotnp: 

lon theteof de Crew pablecs it, may well 'be accompted in 
ble bf addition : that in your infancy 
alt; ;arlcaſt ic'was notly acct ruſe 
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The Exiſtence of God demonſtrated. 33 
or $ 3on,you ſeem to haye no regard to that Rule | 
phers, E ſſentias rerum efſe indivifibiles. For an Idea. 
I repreſents the Eſſence of a thing ; to which, if ought , 
or from which, if ought be fi , inſtantly ic becomes the 
Idea of another thing. And by reaſon of their ignorance of this. 
wth, the Heathen, not conceiving atight of the trae God, fell in- 
roche wotull delufion of framing to themſelyes the Ideas of falſe 
ones, and chiefly that of Pandors, In mirns invurie Sduar” t- 
yorrts Sper WHepnony, in whom all the endowments, or excdllen- 
ars of all other were concentred. But when once we have 
conceived: the Idea of the true God, howeyer more and more 
fe&ions may be reycaled unto us, which were nor formerly 
[med bein him, yet nevertheleſſe is riot the Idea of him 
therefore Augmented, but onely made' more diſtint# and ex- 
preſs: in regard alf thoſe Accompliſhments ought to be compri 
led inthe ſame Idea firſt conceived, infomuch as in uppoſed co 
haye been tr#e from the very firſt conception. Thus the Idea of a 
Triangle receives no inlargement, when ſeyerall icties are: 
diſcovered to be therein, which were at firſt unknown. Nor is our 
Idea of the-Divine Nature formed by us.in parcels, or by ſenſible 
additions, out of the various ions or endowments of the 
Creatures, amaſſed rogether,and mukiplyed up to the rate of ſu- 
: but ſprings up to us in a moment, perfeRt and entire, 
this one root ; that we underftand him to be an infinite Ens, | 
ſegerfeBt as to be above all amplification, or aceeſſe of more per» Article 6. 
feltion. Many ſcruples, 
oncerning che 


c 

Hicherto you have well calmed all thoſeumutts of Dowbre , 2029s wane 
whicharoſe within us upon the Lefture of your Demonſtration of the Ideaim= 
ef the Exiſtence of God : but yer there remain ſome few, though preſt ; as alſo 
conſiderable ſcruples, the full and clear tolucion whereof is requi the 


requ- 
red from you, before you can with reaſon to bring us over _ 
RR y expect to bring cogncy 19 


the-Idea of God be impreſt upon you, asa mark, or /igne- os 
ture ſet by an Artificer upon the work_of his hands; what isthe ſence of the 
Aedas'of that impreſſion? What the, Forw of that mark ?, by 749d 30d thas 
whapmeans can you diſcern ic ? — not a thing row | 
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: the work ie elf from your rational Sox, or Mind; is your Leak 


© = Putther, fnorto ſuperſede a jor of your awa ſenſe, which m 


- on forte ſaperioyir Principle, and'indefinicely aſpiring 'to gre 
| a oe perfotir Principl efinicely Firing ws gm 


thenthe Idea? is your Afind nought cle, but Mediy copitandij 
2 certaia mane of thinking? can your mind be both the feng 
ture impreſſed, and the ſuþjefttum uwwpreſſtonts, or raateer upon, 
which ic is impre*ſt 2 Credible it is, ſay you, that you are madg 
after the jimilitude of God 3 True, by a religious Faith elemented 
in us by the dodtrine of Haly 'Writ;; but how can you make 
out from Natural Rrafen, valcfle you adventure to make God 
Hominiforme, likeroman ? And wherein can that pmilitwde, or 
typical analogie. confift ? Dare you, being a grolle: Chrpored 
Exs, poor delpicable Duſt and Aſhes, preſume to your 
{elf to that Erenual, Incorporeat, Immenſe, molt Perfett, moſt 
Gloriexs, and (what is of moſt weight inthis particular) I»viſihl 
and Incomprehenſible Eſſence ? Have you beheld him face ts 
face ? Nay, with. Afoſes inthe cleft of che rock, have you ſecn ſ6 
much as ys back parts; £0 that you are-able to deſcribe his 4. 
ſpcR, and make goad the Compariſon ? But you averre, that 
ris.credible for this reaſon, 2a creqvis ; now we retort upob 
you, that tis therefore incredible : fince there is no neceſſity 
the Work ſhould betikeits Maker, unleflein the point of Geaw 
ration; where the .Produttion recqives a communication of the 
ſame nature, that is in the: ProduFor : but you were not Generss 
ted by God, nor becauſe hewas your Efficient, can you ſafely igs 
ferre, that therefore you are participant of his Nature ; bur yok 
were onely created, taſhisned by him, according to the exemplit 
or Idea, which was in the Divine Intelle from all eternity. 
it remains, that you haye no more juſtifiable pretence, to affin 

that you are like-him; then an Engine hath to be thought to be 

the image of the Engineer, then a howſe hathto berconceived like 
tothe Maſon, or Carpenter that built it. | 
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conduce to the flluftration of your Pofition) you ſubjoyn, that 
you plainly perceive ur twizt God and Man , wh 
youunder{tand your ſelf to be an Enc incompleat, dependent 


bertes 


x in- our judgement, thi 
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The Exiſtence of God demonſindted, 35 
contrary is molt complere,molt independenr, moſt-/olf-ſafficient \, 
as being Maximus + Optimus. In very footh, a Compariſon 
"wixt Light and Darkneſs, 'werwiixt Heaven and Hell ;; *ewixe 
God and Evil, _ 2 _— = Body, "rwirut Something 
and Nothing, ma beer ; as importing infinitely 
leſs of Ab Sohiey, inEnitely "tes of 1mpoſribiliry. In fine, it 
cannot ſound lefle then a Miracle, that other men ſhould not un- 
derſtand the fame that you doe; and chiefly when theres no rea- 
ſon alleadged, why we may norbeleiye, that God hath impreſſed | 
the Effigies of his Eſſence upon others, as welt as upon you, We 
profeſs, chis one argument convincerh us, that the Idea of God is 
norimpreſt upon the mind of man, immediately by himſelf, asa 
_ or Characteriſm to confeſle our Creation z viz, thar 
it were , the Impreſs would be one and the ſame in all men; thar 
all men would then conceive God under the ſame Form and Idea; 
would allow him = ſame _—_— _ ww ro? 
thoughts of him in all points. Bur tions, A i- 
gions, nay and Perſons haye had yarious and diſtin Ideas of the 
Divine Nature :- is ſo maniteſt upon the oath of Experience, thar 


wethay well hete befilemr, asto any other atteſtation, 
MET 2427.0 VU & 1141 | 


When you require me* to proyt, that the Idea of God is im- 
preſtupon the mind of man, as a Mark or Signetxre (et by the 
Maker upon the Work of his hands ; and what js the Adoanmner of 
tha Iwypreſſion.; or what the Forys of that: Mark: Miggains 
the decifion* of any ſober ' Arbiter , whether-it be not * 
thing, as if ,when 1 tad ſurveyed an excellent PifFwre, and depre< 
fo much rarc art and- exquiſie gkill therein, that I could 
hot judge ic to be drawn by any hand bur that incomparable one 
of Apeller ; Tſhouldofinteharthis ia iniwt#table Artipre, or peb- 
hom wever 20 be paretteled; way 1 eennin Afoyk,,” of not sf 
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y Apelles 16-41t his piecth, whier rantyj ds 
"the" rude drauMis* bf orfier petals? and-youe 


ior Made ths 
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7] ſhodddavyerre,that the fingular Arr, :and uncivald $kill, whery 
br pm ww Rs gn, the Pitwres of Apelles are diſtin& from 

all ogbers in the World ; is nothing real 
dy i dd om |; and that you ſhould @ 


vill a ick infve, that 
mares (5mm Pictures — e but the Arrifice or "Ski, ina 
#bſtrattei acception, andio are compoſed-of no matter : Erg 
they are onely Mod; pingendi, certain manners of painting ,z&e, 
Would not your atgument —_— y both as juſt and acute, u 
when you ſhall awenkang there be no diſtintion betweey 
the Idea-of God q_—_ on your Afind,and your mind the ſab 
gecr, ot recipient of this evgravement; then is your Mind the Idea, 
_ our ſelf nothing but Afodus cogitands, then are you both 
ark /maprett, and. the ſabjecr of the Impreſſion ? Tp 
For" &fter a due-perpenfion , I cannot determine, wo 
the two Inducrians carrics the greater weight inthe imparrial 
lance of right seaſon :ſure I. am, that the Amelegieftands fair - 
eye in all points, 
/Ner carryout Comradiction of chat-yetuſt 2nd almoſt Caths: 
lick Anicle, Howinem eſſe Dei Charay wa, *hat maniis,made afs 
ter the Image of God, founded upon a colleRion of thoſe yariow 
qadietlare woot the Humane Netwre is dilcrepant fromthe 
vine, be found more DialeRicall, or perſwaſocy, then this fe- 
'ble, becauſe. prepoſterous Ennioiation. ,It Picture drawn 
by dpoterdidernr exaRly, celamble Alexander, then:was 4+ 
lexander in all parts like thar PiRure :-bur. the Pictury 
was made-up of teyerall idiffercar ingredients or -materials, as di 
vers.Coloars, oyle,"wood, yeraiſh, &c. and Alexander compe» 
ſed ofskin,fleſh, bones, hair, &c. Ergo, ne piture was eyer like 
Alexander, the berweeg. 


Diſpaucy his nature, and the nature ofs 

Lie onyon my nn 7 ee yr full analog 
= knows 'full well, thas & is noe required 
paar b) of MN I or bem ro berhe amen 
Potner in, nad; Dur oazly that ic reſers 
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and conyenient to this notion) of cogitation, Which we 
underftand to be in Gods is in ſome 1ort fitly repreſented by. that 
; & one, which is in Man. Further, 1 cannor.butpoirt ot:- 
y aryour i , inchofing rather to compare the Cre- 
anon of Man od, with the:Mechanick operation of a Maſon , 
_— with che Generation of a Parent ; fuxce no pre- 
xext of reaſon can juſtifie that unmannerly Conference. For 
though thoſe threemanners of ating, Creation, Generation, Fa- 
brefattion,ftand a whole Genz« wide of cach from other, and can 
meyer be brought neerer then the ſwords point : yer to argue from 
2 Prodution Natwral to: a Divine, is, by a whale,cimate, a 
neerer way, then from an Artificial. Again, (to leave no point 
ofa (cruple unreſolved) though T have long fince aflented, that 
4he rele betwixt God and Maw, isnot ſo great as that be- 
ewixt 2 Parent and his 5fſwe ; yet cannot I be broughtto hold ir 
poſſible, that an operation {ſhould eyer be inriched with the Eſ- 
ſgie: of the operator ; fince Experience whiſpers me, that I have 
ſeen a fatwary carve his own ftatue, out of white Marble, aſwell 
inthe proportion and ſymnetry, as lineaments-of each part, ſo 
e_ reſem-ling, that every common-eye knew him aſwell 
by his Statue, as his ſtatue by him. Nor is your Memory more 
Faithfull, then your 1#dgement profound ; for when you accuſe 
-meto have ſaid, that I evidently perceive the ſimilitude berwixs 
God and Man, from hence, that I underſt and-my ſelf to be an 
Jas incomplete, dependent, &c. You make but aconfuſed and 
pefyetſerthearſal of my words,which placed in their proper order 
the Antitheton, or.quite contrary, viz, that from the 
_—_— $S ubordination, and depending. of my. own nature , 
I deduced the higheſt Perfeftion, Supremacy,and Indepedency of 
Geds ; that whereas itwas effential tome unceſſantly to aſpire to 
greater and better things, and that thoſe greater and nnd 
areaQually inherent in God : therefore had I in me ſomething of 
Affinity to thoſe -greater and "berter things, by the incitement 
whereof I become ambirious and aſpiring to them. 'And _— 
1 inſerted as -an unqueſtionable remonſtrance of the infinite Dsſſi- 
-militade, which I underſtood to be betwixt Divinity and Hu- 
"Mexity; with deſign to preyent_both mm and ſean- 
3 
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it: The Eiſen df Ol dmnſreeh 
dal , toboth which, otherwiſe Thad ſome reaſon to conceive wy 
ſelf obnoxious. Finally, whereas you make it no {ds then a way 
der, why all men in general not underftand the fame At 
rribuesin God, _—_ doe; orrvr og of his Diviniry be 
im univerſally and equally, u Minds of men, 
nr 2 privilege, by the Charter ofhis >. 
ſpeculate the fame, asmy ielf : in ſober truth you may wich equi 
reaſon wonder, that fince all men Kyow the Idea of a Triangle, 
why all men doe not-yet perceive as many Propreeties and Pex. 
feftions in that figure, as learned Geemerricians doe; and why 


lome reaſog truly, others falfly upon that Idea. . : 
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That God created the world ex mililo, 
' frovediy Argyimencs Apodefiecal 
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BG He Z xiſtence.of God being amply Demonſtrated, 
d *ris a nagural conſequence, that.che, whole World, Article x4 
d and all things exiſtent therein beſides himſelf, were Ku inſepara- 
BY Res Cratdby him. For thoſe Attributes, Omwnipe- rs yy (ra- 
7 DJ y . ther) identity 

Tg cnc, Omniſcience, and. Independence, which ate of God,and 
gamicularly, and in aſſociation required to that great Actof Creator... 
Creatien, are all (together with all other Perfeftions, that lic in 
the ken of mans Cogitation) compriſed under the /dea, which we 
hold of his Eſſence. Nor can any man deny, that every fingle En- 
F tity in the vaſt ark of the Univerſe, was creatad by, and holds its 
x exiſtence by 4 pr ; unleſshe ſhall have firftde- 
MM nycd, that God doch exiſt ; which our precedent Demonſtration 
8 hathmade appear to be impoſſible. For at the ſame time hede- 

nies, that God doth, exiſt , he unayoidably ps itates himſlf 

into an Abſurdity, implicitely denying that himlelf doth exiſt : 

- which his yery ac} of denyal concradicts z nee, bad henoexi- = | 

-W ficnce, he could. nor deny,; all, taen embracing that Awiowe, Aniden: 
j Now-enti« non ſun Ade «| a ”- The two re 
\Gnfoueperpenfcn fide nxbftibe prfſury or waght ireincd the 
aſc of the. irceb/tible preſſury or weight inclined t 
Ent Lara nes alnnd war por m———_ 
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Rian breed; to- Power of the Supreme, becaulc moſt perfef# Being ; eſpeclli 
=_ with a re foober ny thoughts upon the aol Catplck 
— leifofchis- truth, every man, ar leaſt, eycry Chriſtian, receivin 

char anciquated ad Fecainingit 23 ag Article of Faith : barwhen wy ſecoad 
deluſion, that more adyiled meditations had whiſpered me, that moſt heads are 
the Univerſe fo indurate by the froſt of ignorance, as notto feel the fok 
we —_ touches of a Collateral and Sos by eng ws 
bn " alſo, thatmy proper-buſineſs was to evince teftimony &f 
| hae meer Reaſon, Tharicommaniy embraced upon the ſingle aucto. 
by Chance. rity of Moſes pen : Icould not butconceive it , in order 
| tothe plenary confutation of that as impious, as ridic Errox 
of ſome antient Naturaliſts, that the World was made by Chance, 
or Fortune ; to endeyour on of the ſame, by othe 
more dirett and expreſs waſion , deduced from the 
Matna Chartaof all the Light of Nature, 
Now that I may performthis, with that exateſ , and farisfag 
on, my ns ſoexcellent a ſubjeR Abe oo nx tobs. 
ſpeak my R es Piddts 66. active! recita nation; 
1-tnokes fe of thoſe ſpecious reaſons, which pre progans- 
cumſpeR- and eafic judgements of thoſe unhappy Pagans, who 
firing inthe Philoſophers chair, either f b pn, or 
repaired that dereſtable opinion, that Fort ne was the Authet 
and Architeth of this admirable fabrick,the Univerſe. 


: 
__—_— 


Article 3. Epicurns (for him have I fingled out, as the moſt notorious 
- 1 Barry Parivn, though not the Father of ihis execrable defufion ; finet 
Lexcippus, Epi= the moniments of time afſure the invention hereof his great 
eur; Democri> Maſter, Loneyned _ with a monſtrous deſign to &t- 
16, &c. de- pungethoſe and reverence towards 


* Whichthe obſcryation of prodigiqus Meteors, of frequent Ectipny 


worlds ſpore» - | 4! 
reſuls of the two great Lamps of heaven, of Thunder, and Corulcatis 

foma hagef ons, of Earthquakes, ofthe regular and conflane mitions of th 
Atoms, Sphears, &c. had imprefſed the minds of men; as alſoto<- 
radicate all conceit of the fo-much talkr of Compenſation of 
TED nba. 

| ertion: ree hotrid  pofitions; (1) Quid was 

dns non ft 4 Deo conftitntsr, that the World A bo br 
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proved by a Cuments ApedifZical. : 


God; (2.) 2nod mundus 4 Deo non gnbernetar , that the 
Word was not goyerned by God; (3.) Quod animne noſter 
won ſuper ſit 4 funere, that the ſoul of man doth not ſuryiye the 
funeral of his body. The Firſt he eflayes to declare thus ; Exi- 
« ſtimare oportet munaor, uti & finitam omnem concretionem in 
« immen/o inani fattam, quidpiam ſimile cum its, quas paſſim 
« obſervamus, habentem, ortum ex -infinita rerum univerſitate 
« habniſſe; & alios quidem majores, alios minores, per proprios 
« quoſdam Atomorum quaſi Vortices (Euceggus) ſex convolutio- 
« mes, ſeor ſim procreatos, & c. (in Epiſt. ad Herodotus apud Di- 
open, Laert, 1ib. 10.) The ſubſtance of all which, and much 
moreto the ſame intent, may be rendred more plainly thus, Thar 
the Celeſtiall orbs, and all their radiant Furniture the Rtars, are 
wheeld about, by a conſtant and eyen circumgyration; that 
yeer page towards that point of the World , unto whi 
they firſt inclin'd, and. never change either the way, or tenor of 
their Circumyolutions; that they obſerve the ſame-diftance each 
from other, which they obtained at the inſtant of their Formati- 
ot, nor fink down upon,and ſo crowd or enterfeire each the other; 
that the Eclipſes of the two ' great Luminaries neceſſarily ſucceed 
upon the conjun&ion.of the tame Cauſes, in our days, as in the 
infancy of Nature, and may therefore with ſo much facility, as 
certainty, be prognoſticated and predicted by the rules of Aftro- 
nem ; in brief, that ſuch and ſuch determinate effects ariſe from 
the Concurrenee and coefficiencies of ſuch and ſuch particular 
Cauſes, &c, all theſe we are not co referreto any other Principle, - 
or. Efficient, but that Fortune, whereby they were ſoand fo diſ- 
oz ( the firſt Caſnal Emergency of the World ; nor are thoſe 
conſtant and ſetled operations produced by any other neceſſity , 
then what fell to their Efficients, at the primitive ION, CON 
courſe, diſpoſition, coadunation. of thoſe, Arexwr,, whereof their: 
bodies are compaRed.: Thay before the conlticutiqg: of the: Univ 
\. Lonely infinite - An, various figures 

nd magnitudes, in an infinice ſpace, floating hicher and chicher , 
hurried up and down, on all fides crowding, impelling, and-jult- 
ling each other, by reaſon of the Tendency reſulcing. from their 
On maghs, FArny:. The after a Jongy long ole, reſin, cov 


flux 
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| flux, elevation, deprefhion, coagmenration. and aber various ous and 
ſucceſſive agitations and molitions of theſe Atoms, when each or: 

der had; chanced to. confront and' mecr- with others moſt conſimis 
lar-and convenient; ther: at laſt they all conſpired, acquielced, 

and:fixed inthis. regular poition.and fituation, which conftituty 
the. Forme of the: Univerſe; as Encrertins (who was deplorably 
infeted with this accurth contagion of Epicaras) hath briefly ex- 


prelt it ; it : 


Ore quia-multa modis multis vexata per omne 
Ex infimto-vexantir pereita plagis, 

Omne g6n#5 motus, & comms .experinnde, 

T andens dewveniunt it talts diſpoſituras, 
Qnalibas, heo rebus conſiſt it ſumma: creata, &c. 


The. Workds Materials haying firſt becn tot, 
An infinee 7'4me, within-an infinite: Roome, 
From this to-thatuncircumſeribed.coaſt; 

And made by their-own Tendency to roame 
Invarious Motions ;- did-at laſt quieſce 

'In Gals Foſdices, whichchey now pole. 


_ _——_—_— Diazrifit, or ſegregation of hereroganeal Atoms) 
_——_ citcumyelution, gyration, or vertiginous: 
crow in the--confufion of their-erernal- Chaos ; the more gr 
and:pondoreus tended towards the-Cenrer, or Jonamands, on 
xy _ the-more gracile and Jighter, and rake 
»' which: conyening alt rogether in the circum= 
frm ofthe inanienſcvorres; weed each.otherigto the form 
or- cortax, | call vp ow or hegven.; but the 
nor go oreld and weighty;  cromding-ro.the centrals; were there, 
conipathedarid) 'eurgmentated: 7 into a ſolid:maf# the'Earrh : and 


theramaining imater-of & midle-nature, upon the concurſe of ity 


ipſenkble- paitictes afftrmcd- to ir. ſelf the ankles. 


ernment began, woot an into tnany 
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Rtion of ocher bodies; &e, Aid rhis, if my 
memory hath proved a faithtull Steward of my endings, is the 
narrow of Leucippur, Empedocles, Epicurns, and Deaneriras 
concerning the {pontantous configuration of the 


ſerved for the compa 
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Tis proverbial amongſt Scholars, and long fince a 
Anthor of good repute ( Aneponymur, iy lib, de 
fic.) ro this particular Cafe ; Nwudlam eſſe tam full am opinio 
ge non habext aliquid vers admiſtum; ſed ramenillnd xdmiſftione 
rajuſdam falſ obſcurari : that no opinion hath ſo much of fal 
hood, as not to contain ſome ſprinkling of trath ; though 

of truth be fo obſcured by the clond of prejudice ariſmg 
the diſcovery of the falfity admixt, that it may require the 
ſubrife and dectfive judgernent of an Oedipar for its diſcernment 
29d fequeſiration. And in this heap of 4-0/5 lies raked” up {> 
mach pure and rich merell, ns, if by the chymiſtry of an induftci- 
ons hand extra&ed, may more then fully compenſate the pati- 
ett LeSre of a ſhort D 

#n this od Romance © 
from a'Caſual ſegregation and Hfpoſition of that Abyſle of A- 
tots, whith rowlted up and down, to and fro, by an 1 
and continual inquietnde, eftuation, or civil war, cauſed 
inpenire pro ro motion, in the 
ſome re ſo harſh and diſcordant to meer Reaſon, as 
they are juſHy to be abotminared ; orhers carry the ſmooth face of 
fomuch Veriſtmility, as they deſerye to be admitted, at feaſt dili< 
gely 21d imparcially Examined, The Poſitions we ate to reje , 
aerheſt;(1.) that tht Chaos of Atoms was non-priveipiate, ot 3s 
antient as Ecernity : (2.) that they | 
alias brata ſimul ac immortali Canſa, by God : (3) that they 
hged, and diſpoſed into their pro 
pet Rarions, in that ſerene order and frgute, which they 
dfineyitable recefſiry bound to obſerye, in every ſingle concreti- 
6n, vt individual Entry, by the attifice 
blind Ordination, or impr 
Which ſinells fo flrong of the 


reſult of- che Workd 


range of the infinite ſpace ; 


were hoe created ex mbilo, ab 


Wee tor becalmd, 


of any other Cſs; but 
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Article 4. 
" ADigreſſon, 
winnowing the 
Chafle from 
the Wheat cone 
cealed in the 
former theory 
of Epicurus, & 
by the corolla- 
ry of ſome ca- 
ſRigarions, re- 
{tritions and 
additions, de- 
claring the 

at adyants- 
ges, that this 
Hypotheſis of 
Atoms bath be- 
yond any other 
concerning the 
Material Prin- 
ciple of all Bo« 
dies, as yer ex> 


cogirared, 
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of the meet Natural man, as the Pious,with ſuch infeRious ſteng 
that nothing+but the opportunity of confutation can excuſe ny 
coming ſo neer it. And yer notwithſtanding, I have neyer ya 
found qurt any juſtifiable ground , why Aroms may not be repy. 
red Mundi materies, the Material Principle of the Univerſe, pra. 
vided that we allow, that God created that firſt Matter out o 
Nothing ; that his Wiſdcme modelled and caſt them into that ex. 
cellent compoſure or figure, which the viſible World now holds 
and that ever fince, by teaſon of the impultion of their native Tew 
dexcy, or primitive :mpreſſion, they (irictly conform to the lam 
of his beneplacnits, and punRually execute thoſe ſeveral fund 
ons, which his almighty #4 then charged upon their determs 
nate. and ſpecifical  Copcretions, For, with the adyantage df 
theſe reſtrictions, the Aroms of Epicurus. have more of probabi 
lity, and hold rational- through moſt of thoſe operations, which 
occurrita the curioſity. of the Philoſopher, with more — 
ro our conceptions, and leſs variation or apoſtafie from the 
Hypotheſis, then the. impoſſible Materia Prima of Ariſtoth 
then the Subſtantial Principle of Plato, the Hyle of the Stoicks, 
or, indeed, then any other imaginable Preexiftemt in the inamenk 
ſpace, And after a mature confronting , collation, and comp 
rative perpenlion, of the moſt general conveniences and congry 
tiecof all ; we have found that, from the ground-work of At: 
we are able to make out what is Material, what Corpored, 
what Great, what, Little, what Rare, Denſe, &c. but Come: 
others we could neyer deduce the formal attributes of a body, « 
ſubſtance, while the original of all things is determined abſolutch 
deyoyd both of. 2#antity and 2uality Anal, and amountsts 
no higher 2 degree of reality , then a meer Privation; which i 
righteous enquiry will ſoon reduce to nothing, 

Nor. is that aftrighring Difficulty in the Them of Atoms hid 
the eye of every Pedantick Sophiſter ficlt glances upon, at the ye- 
ry mention thereof. , more then this ow of a ſcruple; viz, 
how ſo vaſt a maſs, as this Giant the Uniyerſe, could be made 
of ſuch minute particles, as Aroms, which. eyery man-und 
to be nauch below the perception of ſenſe, and neyer to - be facho- 
med burby the ſubuile arms of the ImelleR? For I dare exceaſt 8 


ls. 
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ſolution of it to any moderate judgement, that ſhall take the plea» 
ſure to conceive this Analytich Scale, or Gcgraggſſpn of Magni- 
tude. Lerus grant the globe of Earth, which ſeems tocontain 
moſt of corporesty, to be but one part of the Univerſe compoſed of 
ſuch..maſles congeſted, and' the law of conlequence will 
compell us to concede, that the globe of the carth may be coag- 
mencated of many imaller maſles piled one upon another, or of 
mountains, as Arlas, Caucaſus &c. cemented together ; that . 
thoſe Mountains may reſult from an aggregation of rocks, thoſe 
rocks from an accumulation of ſtones, thole Rones from a con- 
flux, and ferrumination of grains of ſand, that /and from a leſſer 
aſſembly of d»ſt, that dſt from a minor colleRion of Atoms, 
This granted, let us haye recourſe to that famous Demonſtration 
of the glorious. Archimed (in Aren.) whereby it is evicted, that 
twenty five Cyphers, or Arithmertical notes ſet in ſucceſſive order , 
100000 &c, do exhibite the full. number of thoſe . Granules of 
ſand, which ſuffice to make up the vaſt bulk of the World, ac- 
cording to the yulgarly received magnitude thereof, though each 
of thole granules be determined {o exiguous,that one grain of Po- - 
ieſeed may contain ten thouſand of them, 1 fay, according to 
the Magnitude yulgarly recciyed; for if, with Ariſtarchus (whoſe 
opinion Copernicxs, in the laſt age, revived) you ſhall goe higher, 
and enlarge the extenſion of the world : yet according to thegdl- 
gebra of: Archimed, will no more then (ixty four: Cyphers be re- 
quired to calculate the number of grains of ſand, of the fame dis - 
menſions with the former, which equal the almoſt incredible ya- 
ſity of the Univerſe, Now,if you P eaſe to goe lower inthe quan- 
tity of thoſe minute grains, and fink them down eyento the tenui- 
ty of an Atom; imagine that each of thoſe ſmall particles is com- 
ſed of ten hundred thouſand Atoms, and adyance this number 
by multiplying it into 64, and eyen then will the number of thoſe 
particles 5 reſt by no more then 70. . Lower yet, if you think 
your laſt diyifron went not ſo far as inſefility, dichotomize thole 
minute particles each into ten hundred millions; and chen, upon 
ajuſt Multiplication made, the number provyenienc ſhall nor ex- 
ceed the reach of 76 Cyphers.. Nay drive the matter ſo tar, that 
yout thoughts may eycn. loſe themlelyes in the:-purſuic; and -= 
G3 l; 
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Thit Godereaten the warkd tx nikito, | 


ſhall Rill d how ea{l may be ſupplyed with 
phers enot vigil che ref 1 thok Arorms, which 
neceſſary to the amafsmetit of a bulk, equal to this of the World. 

There is yet a fourth incongruity in this dodtrine of Epicure, 
worthy our exploſton ; viz. That Atoms had, from all eter. 
ty, a farnlty of Motion, or i1wpet wor Fendency, inberent in them, 
and received not the ſame from any forresgn principle, or impreſ. 
fron extradvenient. But yet can I meet with no unpediment, that 
may hinder me from conceiving, that Atoms are perperually a. 
tive and moveable, by the agitation of that mrernal rendency, or 
vittual impreſſion , which the Farher of Natwre conferred upoy 
them, in the firſt moment of their miraculons production ex xibs. MW 14 
lo. And truly, thus refined, the Hypotheſis of A#omvr is lets guil 
ty of either inconyenience or incertitude, then any other concer- 
ning the rſt material principle; nay, it hath thus much morevf 
congruity and fatisfaCtion then all che reft, that « faly declarg 
the radical Caufe of all Motion, a&ivity or energie in ſecoul 
Cauſes, or natures once remoyed from the Primms Aforor,God: 
which can by no means be commonſtrated from any other ſupp 
fition, with the like conſtancy, correſpondence, and perſpicuicy} 
eſpecially if we look upon that Form, which the Schools cows 
monly conclude on, as the main fpring in all morion, or efficiat 
of ll aRivity. For whateyer of real Entity they allow to bt 
therein, they deſume from no other origine , bur the fimple and 
naked Matter : and yet, by unpardonable incircurnfpedtion, « 
forgetfulneſs , rhey makethat Matter abſolutely 3d/e, and devil 
of all Motive or ative virtae. 

Nor did Plato himfelf miſs this conſideration, but ſeems to haye 
held the lamp to poſterity, in this particular; for though he re- 
Rrains not hisnotion to the word, Atoms, yer from his dcferiprie 
ofan Exigniry, Quam intellefttns, non ſenſus capiat, and from 
the inmediate ſubjunRtion of Dr mwlticudine ilar um, deg; ww 
tionibus, aliiſque facultatibas, congrunm provſus tvar Dewi 
providere, quatenns natara neceſſitati obediens ulſtrs ebſeennals 
ret, &c. (in Times) tis a lawful conjefure, that he pointed dis 
realy upon the ſenſe. Theſe ſhort Animadyerſions premilſed; 
that we may as well ſupply the DefeRs, as correftrhe deoprarien 


of 


proved by arenuments Apodtitical. 
of this opinion of Epicxrns ; ſuppoſe we, in ſhort, that God in 
the firſt a& of his Wiſdome and! Power, out of thpFobn, orno- 
thing, created ſuch 2 proportienate congevies, or juſt maſs of A- 
toms, 2s was neceſlary to the conſtitution: of the Univerſe : ſup- 
poſe we alſo, thatall thoſe Aroms, iv the inftant of their creation 
received: immediately from- God a taculry- of /e/f-motion,and con- 
ſequently of concurring, crowdingyjuftling, repelling, refilicion, ex- 
filtion,and reciprocal complcCtence, concatenation reyinRion, &c, 
according to the reſpeRive preordination in the Divine Inrellet : 
and then will aff the (ubſequert operations of nature remain: ſo 
clear and eafie; that a meer Erhmck by the guidance of thoſe two 
lamps, Senſe and'Rariocination, may progreſs-toa phyſical theo- 
ry of them , and thereby 1alye all the Pheromena*s withlels apo- 
ſafie from firſt Principles propoſed, then by any other hypothes- - 
fis yet excogitated, A meer Erhnick, I ſay; for we, who have 
deyolyed unto us the ineſtimale bleſſing of Moſes hiſtory of the 
Creation, haye'far other thoughts of that merhod! or order, where- 
inthe World' was founded, and finiſhed by God : but the pure 
Natural inan, who wams the illumination of ſacred Writ, can 
followno other condu&t, but what; bythe light of nature, appears . 
moſt conſonanttotruth, My Digreſſion i5now ended; and/I re- 
rume' to the diſcharge of my: Aﬀſamption , the redargution of 
thar blaſphemous opinion, which" aſcribes the honour of che - 
Worlds compoſtreto Fortune; . q 
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F N& firſt T oppoſe to the Patron of thiserror; themorettoble The conceir of 

a Auttority Snany wociencand eminem Pbr2bIpterr; who, = Worlds . 

jough unhappily bornand' educated: ir the- midhighrof Paga- wer mg difpa- 

Diſt had yer their | intelleQuals,, ſo irradiated by the refulgent raged by a pre- 

* nb whicti their Vigilancy and 2 —— png w 

pltion alivays Kepr, like the Veſtal rapours, ſhining and uneclip- -9* Pagan Aur - 

d by.the Cinmerian fagov of Tradition and' Prejudice zttarthiey A IM 
lifcovered” more then aglimpsof Divixityinthicvripitnt of the [c,.ed the con- - 
World: For T ha-. trary vir, of -: 
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That Gd created the world ex nihilo, 


—_— 


Article 2, 


Thales Mileſins» ita ejuſdem) as rendring a reaſon, Cur mundas fit pulcherri 


Article 3. 


Anaxagoi as 


Article 4. 


Pythagoras and 


Plats. 


could hayeno other Cauſe of its Matter, DiſtinRion, Diſpoſitia 


* 


Thales Mileſins, being introduced. by Diogenes Font: ; 


of the extreme glory, comelineſs, and decency of the World, a 
exact tymmetry obſerved in all and every part thercof;molt wik 
ly lets up his reſt, and filences all farther diſpute, in chis full ſolus 
ON, Toinus yep Ts O28 , tis the Artifice of God. 


That Anaxagora had found out the ſame truth, by his ret 
grade tracing of nature upto her firſt head, or fountain ; canks 
obſcure to none, that ſhall doe his meditations ſo muchright, 
to interpret his »#s, ers, or ſupreme Intelligence, to be the lan 
with that, which we call God: for cyen our School-men doe 
much, frequently ufjng thoſe appellatives, Summa Intelligent 
and Dexs,indifferently and as Synonomas, 


. Of Pythagoras and Plato wenheed no other record, then thel 
ple teſtimony of Timers Locrus, who, being a famous Pythag 
rean, and therefore rung. deputed by Plate to deliyerh 
own ſenſe, in that golden Dialogue concerning Natwre, (wh 
in the Commentary of Marſilins Ficinus, fignifies no more the 
Divinitatis inſtrumentum) in many paſlages of the debate, 
inveſtigation, takes occaſiowto declare, Deum eſſe Parentem 
pions mundi, Nor can it coſt the ſtudy of many houres toc: 
le& from Plato's other _ into Divinity called Parmeni 
(who alſo was a diſciple of Pythagoras) or De uno omnium pri 
Cipio, and the now mentioned deſcription of Nature, 7 imexs,cu 
ferred together ; that both Pythagoras and Plato ſhook hands 
that opinion, that the world had its beginning , & xg 4 pavor, 
inTme, in regard, as they conceived, it neyer had beginnir 
"ame xg] iniverey, but in Copitation, 5. e. though it be Non-p 
cipiate, yet may pu ths. have the licence to aſſume tl 

was ſome prxexiſtent matter, out of which it was forme 
For they both apprehended ſo abſolute a dependence of the wal 
upon God ; that God being exiſtent inthe World, muſt of 
pears fo reputed the Efficient thereof, inſomuch as the W 
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provedly arguments Apodittical, 


Beauty and ornament, And is not this the ſame, that our Do- 


ors now admit, white they defend, that the World-might have 


been created by God, had his Wiſdome fit, fromall E- 
ric and if ſo, yet n—n_ny ing he — 
of it, in t neceflary dependence of the World 
upon him wing =>. wake ar there could be no Workd : 
* cooler by the ſame reaſon, as m_ we grant the Sun tos 
Foe al Emap perm g—_ its ſignature , to have 
RO —_— ct the Sunto be the Cauſe 
and the Scal to bethe Cauſe + ef toinpretien For they 
br fg rg ods be cozyous to its Cauſe ; 
and that, though the Cauſe benot pris Tempe, _— 
i be onely prior Natwra , or Tj qyon, Which is 
on of Timens Locrwe. ny ed, yl yer fue 
hte tomll ear Puriecs of 


in Ines were nannos nth owe, -—w 
nan par iverſe. + 


© Whar the Storcks Were, conc this = 

alar; is publick, _—__ the coguirnace oo 

have took*rinro:the lives. of che chs, vow 7g nn 

merous Se, amply regiftred by the even 
erreadCicero's ſecond Book, yer _ = 

tes Balbus ſrmart! ofoundl "8 

= Yellin and Epicarns; alder I ongl ; the 5D 

in ayoidatice of Prolixiy. | 


For the grand frgnicur of the Schools, Ariſterle; truth: is, I 
carmot conceal, that when he maintains (6w Phyſ Phyſic. & priori- 
buy 4Celo)the Univerſe to be Otigination,” 
ad oemerns thee foremenioned inGion of Pr9 Priority, T5 -q6- 


on, & xg78 y;govoy , as excogitated by MJrbager®s, and-conimued: 


- hinged rather #1Azorgaies yer, for the convenience of De 
then the intereſt of Tr#rh: Autor ar cd entre 


, tte liek yy vary += rare ar 
Simplicins 195''S; ; 
ATI eons hd ng _ 


Article 5. 
T he Stoicks. 


Article 6. 
Ariſtotle. 


" The Gad oeated the World cx nihilo, 
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P rodufier ; Lo nem ham fubzeRt co that 
is mcompatible with the cay- 
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pious Adage confeſt and ——— all meg,Þ+ ©47 = mira, 
Al from God, That he hinted this from that oraculous Mono, 
ſachercd wan Zreafter, thas King and. of che agticnc 
Graens, and commmporany to Nina and Semir 916, 2s E 
anſin TO. GE Be —_—_ = F, 


ant ar: oat ny oats nth 
jafornech as wy mo yr Chuldau 


nr A malacke by the Plaremichs, and (o came to os 
GT, r br aell from che circumſtance of 

Tim: ;me, his life falling not much: below the plunder of the Ocieaul 

Lbraries, ads Rhapſodies or Excerprions,which the Pyths 
had made out of the relics of and T ri/uey) 
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: for tis wairentable for meco conjure, that Gace he 
ionic — — wm 5 
fo could not be ignorant of any Tradition of mamant, which þi 
Matter knew ; had his judgamenc been imbued with that ieffon an 
4 See 9 he could not well have flified it tall immcdiate- 
ly before his death, eſpecially when the knowledge of this greac 
ruth might have preſerved tum from char ſwarm of Diflicultcs , 
which he endured in maintaining his Theſis of the New 
on, Of ——————— ——— = 

on op Imation of this De Mynude , 
_ owning it upon {one = Compoler ; wboambitious to have 
te Minerya of his own ang lived in eftimati 
under the defence « 
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wie, ex vi nero homo) _—_— xy56e 

lium diviniſſima, ſponte nata fuiſfe, rr cua/nn xilaes, $5ukew 
pianneque fornunmar, 


lace of an Olive do. 
« yiate be role Vine; or the ſperm of man pro- 
« duce any thing but man but as for the Heayens, and orher 
p62 of the warld, ch frm of fur graze llaneto Di 
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That God created th: world ex nihilo, D 


« yinity 2: that theſe are ſpontaneous and caſaal in their originals 
ome not-obtained any Efficient to their Fane ond 
« to that-of Animals or Planis. And (5z 1. de Anim. Part.c, 1.) 
he ſpeaks expreſlely ro the ſame purpoſe, though in other words ; 
which, to prevent the further trouble of the Reader, I ſhall faich- 
fully nice DL namobrem veriſimilins #ixerin calumr or fi 
Hum ofſe\ab t\uſmodi canſa, fi faitum eſt ; & mag eſſt fem 
canſam, quam Animalia caduca __ mortalia : ordo enim,cers 
riſque ſtatus longe mag in ipſis rebus caeſtibus, quam in nobi 
pater; incert4 exim, etinconſtans, fortwitaque conditio in gent» 
re mortals eft potins, Atills genus Animalinm quodque natur 
conftare, extitiſſeque icenſent;- celum autem ipſum Fortung, 
ſponreque ejuſmedi conſtitifſe volunt;; in quo tamen nihil' Fortn. 
YEAC FOME\I ALT —_— poteſt.. A , in, rey _ inn 
(166.17, cap» 34. pag $14) repores of him, uring 
the-gi a aka: ks lift he had aſcribed all effeds ſolely we 
ED and 5»feriowr 'Caulcs, yet immediately before his death; 
when his ſoul to be weaned _ ſenfbility , _—_ he 
wings, he moſt. carnclily implored the compaſſion ive 
nefle of the Firſt and A— Canſe, Prima canfe niſericerds 
a8. intent in-implorabat, &c, To theſe 1 might have annexed 
third cext of Ariſtotle, ſeleted by the Maſter of Roman Elo- 
-quence, and.-adzquatcly engraffed into his ſecond difcourſe- De 
Natzra Deoram : but I conceived the two former to be teftimo. 
be ſuſkcient tothe ——__ of, my aſſertion, chat he abhorred the 


Fortune. 
| Now ifthe meer Natwrall Explorator ſhall-but perpend bot 
| the "Number a9 1 theſe po 9mm ofeſlors of 
| Science, wholly abating the weight of their Reaſons; I cannat 
doubt; but he wilh finde them infinitely to oyerbalance the ſingle 
Schoob of Epicxrms, and- of 'repuration great ro excule 
the conformity-of his. judgement to theirs :. if . he look.no higher 
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F*1s no eake wonder, how any man, whoſe Facultics arenot in 
Tfibrder, nor the Oeconomie of his head ſubverted into a 
Wildnels beyond the abſurdities of Melancholy aduſt, can be 
infacuated into a conceit, that ſo great, ſo unform, ſo durable, ſo 
magnificent, and therefore ſo glorious a work,as this ofthe Werid, 
could be performed by.the lefſe then feeble, and ignorant hands 
of Nathing,.of Fortune. For however.ic may be allowed, that 
this imaginary Deity, may produce ſome effeAs extraordinary 
or miraculous.: yet how: petite and inconſiderable. are thoſe at- 
cheivements of Chance, if put inthe ſcale againſt thoſe more ad- 
mirable performances of Reaſon and Wi/dome ? Suppole we, that 
Prodigies may ariſe fromthe unequal concurrence of diffimilar 
and dive ortionate Aftives and Paſcives ; and Monſters be 
generated E natal confuſion of diſtindt ſcminalities, as well 

Animals, as Plants : yet how incomparably more pro- 
Ligious are thoſe ordinary propagations in each C/aſſis ; which 
.by the certain and invariable law of their peculiar ſpecies, are re- 
ſtrained to their determinate Forms, and whoſe Conftancy ex- 
cludes all pretence of Farrune, . or the accidental Efficiency of 
Chance? .Lleaye to the deciſion of every ſober. man, which hach 
.moſt of the Miracle ;that the ſeed of every Animal ſhould be con- 
fined to the procreation of its. like in fpecie:,. for the molt part ;, 
and that the Plaſt ich, Spirit thereof punAtually obſerve the mo- 
dell, or pattern of that Fabrick of the body, from whence it came: 
or that, upon a prepoſterous commixture of various and unequal 
ſeeds, once in an age,there ſhould ſucceed the produRtion of ſome 
new Hereroclite, or unpatternd .Monſter, whole Compoſition is - 
ly conringent,-and difform to the Tdea of either irs Aive, or 
Paſrive Principle , in the fimplicity of their divided Figures, 

ad are not the exquifite Delineations of every Embryor, woven 
ut by the ſubtile m—_ of Archens, or the Formative ſpirit ; 
hemuloplicity, diftinQbon, Apron of a aap*) | 
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Arric)e x. 
The pretext of 
Fortune dc» 
ſroyed, by rhe 
conſtancy of 
Nature in her 
act of ſpecifics 
tion, (7, e.) the 
reſtraint and 
determination 
of the ſeminal'= 
ties of Animals 
10 the procrea» 
tion of their 
like in ſpecie : 
and the Arbc=- 
iſts objeRion, 
of frequent A» 
nomalous and 
Heteroplaſmi- 
c1l, or mon» 
ſtrous Prodn- 
ions, difſol- 
ved. 
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and internal; the ſcyerall Fun#ions, and Offices affigned to thak 
organs, and fo artificially contrived, that every one is diftinft, 
yet none independent ; eVety ohe ſingle, yet all conſpiring tothe 
fame end, all operative, yer none = ſe) locomotive : arc nat 
theſe certaipand przordinate effects, with innumerable others, th 
meaneſt whereof we cannot ferioully think upen,wirhour a rapn 
of amazement , more worthy our admirarion,chen a ſingle i+req+ 
Larity, a ſpontaneous Aoyfter of Nilus, a bipartire Cemanre, 1 
wal {ores Inſet, 8tc. whole generations areaccoumetl acri 
2al, and theit configurations nor preordained, but rhe inconfids 
rate and extttviporaty refults of Fortwwe > Pethaps theſe Bupidl 
dolaters of Chance will teferre theſe conftant and Teded opera 
dns to Nature ; but whatever they meat by Nature, he 
menſe a flock of 9i/dom maſt it neceſſarily be endowed withal 
whichin all irs wotks ſo cuningly concrives fo great variays 
organs, obſeryes ſuch exa& Syminetry in all parts, ſo provideah 
diſpoſerh every member, and firs them ro the rafie executic 
their predeftinate funtions ? Ifthey gor farther, and affirm, 
a . _ _ the og Conſt irmrion of the Win 
which rtſalte the caſn aration, confinx, and dd 

on of its anne pb Atom ; and that it jagh 
perjiſt 4n the ſame Method, which it firſt obrainedl from Fortes 
the atiſwer is eafie, that Narcure be conſtant vo that will 


examples of the kill of Porrwwr, th th y 
Todd; Flict, at ocher ſpontantons SweFFs : and Tha 
retutn, that thoſe Inſtfts vr * Aniraſs have 
iy wy orgs ge that enetgic once confe 
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. gn *&fero andntion in Turh or fac | 
wre , accortling ro 1 magnitude, tunber, ey 
xioh, quitt, ttforion, or, in'a word, he Pas of bo 
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tothe activity of thac domeſtick Hears, which fexments and actu- 
xesthe matter : » that Our debate is about the eriginel 
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Wl conbgurared cothe perfoemance of us ; *ow 
more chenfuſficient todeſcover ro ws the iapolſibilicy of their pri- 


migycialliturioo by Founee. Butrvehen we dbfſe then, pricin- 
| 1 gr the variety of gheis uſes, ſome 

all to N niritzen, oemcso Vitality, formcto Greerati- 
as, achers to Semſe, orhers 19 os, 20Nc wn peding the abti- 
ray of another, bug all yuan wing 4 coplrve 


&els, Fortune 4 . de commend.) his gokden ” this 
chetorical ek 5 Id quod ftuporem generat, </pefiti interna 
oft in corporibus Animalinm. Nam fs foret quidem duntaxat ' 
milltitude aliqua. partinm, forte fortuna commiſtarum, tum Fog 
poſſer : 


56 That God created theworld ex nihilo, 2 
poſſer Fortune tribni : at in multitudine ilia pene innumerabils 
nullam eſſe partem, non tantam, nou talem, non #bi, non quone 
do, non cum ea funttione, qua congruum eff, ur neque inatilk 
fit, nrque eſje commodior valeat : rationem pror/M omnem fugit, 
#t ita fiers non ſapientia, ſed Fortuna fit conſticutum,” 


Article 2, Nor doe Animal: atone; but Vegetables allo, though of as 
The necclity inferior Clafſis, amply and ſenſibly teſftifie the Divinity of thas 
em = Foxnder, andconfute the bs of Fortune, Ss when the 
' Aliment ofa Plant, aqueous irrigation of the carth ins 
Ate ſenſibly proleed,. aſcends frogr the lowet filament of the ſhap 
Pomgends- gy root up on _— and thence works up to _ Fern 
mee by the ries of eycry branc twigge ; can we imagine, that this thi 
conſtaneUni- pid juice can beſo inſiſlared, and ſo ingeniouſly moulded 
eure,in her per- to-2 Bud; that bud diſcriminated and yari red into a larger be 
peruation of ticoloured Bleſrom-; that Bloſſom gradually expanded into a def yu 
Vegetables, terminate flower, I our eyes with the beauty of wil 
embroidery, and our is with the. cy of its odour;tha Bi . 
Flower loſt in the richer emergencie of a Fruit, which hath its ſs Q 
Cure, colour, magnitude, odour, ſapour, —_— iuration, of 
certain and conftant ; and the abridgement, or Epitome of thy in 
included in the ſeed of that fruit, which being inſperſt upon thief [+ 
earth, he ok a mon Anardarns, (57: wok | F 
Plant, in alf chings rivall co the former, and empowered to at ul... 
thoſe ſeveral -Mctamorphoſes oyer pa mdryy ne Hors on 
neſcence of that ar ſpecies : can we, I lay, imagine, t yrs 
all this codld: arife from a /pontaneons range of Atoms, or that ſee 
Neceſſity which enſued upon the caſual diſpoſition of the Fi Veg 
matter ; and notrather with deyout hymns proclaim the Efficiew tic 
cy of a Glorious and Eternall Ca#/c, whole Eſcence being incomWear), 


e, and Attributes infinite Intelligence , Goodnefle 
ower, Beatitude, Glory, &c. muſt therefore be the Ordainest 
Creater, and Conſecrator of all things ? ; t#;. 
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Chap. Ky proved by arguments Apodifficd, 
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| Letus fink our meilications yer one nets Article 3. 
and conſider how conyincively eyen [nanimates argue The Sun con- 
for the wiſedom of their Maker, Doth not the Sun (x0 0mir ha 
« ſpeculation of its glorious Light, and comfortable I» 5 tnfaee _—_ 
the former whereof is ſo excellent, the other: ſo ko dom of leCee; 
hy challenge as due the Admiration of all, and have drawn the- ator, by 3 Ar- 
ation of many ingenious nations ) three — guments: v33; 
ments, 95z. the Commediouſneſs of its fitnation Def 7 
of its motion, and the Line or ch hy" eguree its revolution, iemly 
illuſtrate the forecaſt and artifice of its Creator ? 


Fit by the nniverſal Convenience of its ſituation. For hadic * 
bein. placed in any other orb, cither inferior, or —_— tO its The univerſal 
own; —_— incommodie, jag inconfiſtent with ics uſe I —_— of 
and intention, a to word yprmaer of on in 
Nature, Contervation and Generation, m wah vin kes proper ord. 
followed ; nor had thewhole fabrick of the Univerſe been more 
tan one deg ce removed from the confuſion of its ori 

Que, To paricular; had the Sun been ſerled inthe 
that place, which ay now polleſſerh : 
yearhad been no | r then a moneth; for in that account 
ofome it muſt haye fulfilled its courſe through eyery of the 
Ecliptick, and fo the interyalls of ſeaſons had ſuffered ſuch a con- 
ion, that muſt haye been repugnant to their inſtitution, s. e. 


MW waſt have prevented the produdtion of all things ; For the Awri- 


praxi, or Conmer-attivity of . comerary [caſens, immarerely 


' ſmeceeding one upon the neck_of another, de _— the principles of 


Vegetation, and checks the promotion of ſeminal:ties, Again, by 
this anſafe vicinity, or $00. mon approach to the _— 


=» Wcanh.its inccnſer beams had verified the Conflagration of 'Phacton; 
2 laft proved fo-intolerable ,-as that all things! watt beve had 


' 
4 


the ycie and glutinons temper of the Salamander, or ele beentor- 
nhed into cynders ; po pant we had no Sun at all, liad-been-the 


aher miſery, For if there be ( and ſore are poſitive theremult 
an is wel remiſfion. of: heat, reſpeRive t9] thediffe» 
or accels and recels - fiche fun, Wks popyenck 4 


That Godcreated the world ex nihilo, Chapy 
and that in its Apogewm, or mountee to the higheſt point in in 
Cancer, the heat is- not ſo ſcorching under that Tropick on this 
fide the Equator, as. onthe other fide, inits Perigewon or fiooy 
rothe toweld point of irs excehitricity in Capricorne : we canne 
with any of reajon doubt, that, hadtthe Sun been lodged 
in che dedof the Moon, ir had long fince anticiparcd the genera 

. combuſtiorr of the laſt day, and calcined all-thingsto the exiguity 
of their primiaye Actors. And on the other extreme, had the Sw 
nt 00 rg rg higheſt ſphear ; then muſt ic haxe 

tealon.of the ex flow inodon affigned to tha 
bode o manythouſand years intheabfolurion of its courſe,as tha 
it muſt haye extended one year wee compute of Platos Jubis 
nor cold the works ( if learned men gueſs aright conc 
duration )havcarcained to th period of one revoknion, Us 
thar- Heniidphesr, whit firft faced the Sun in che beginning rp 
red fous gytc; mult ha ve mjoyd che curſe of a long 

” are riche onde beſng of + rol e, op 

procab ſucceſſion of diſtin ſeaſons ; but che oppoſze Hemiſpha 

raul have, for many myriacs of ages, continued as. cold, 

and/berten 26 the grove, and ſo halF of the earth had been r 

to no pirpofe. Ard the ke diſcommodiries, —— 

derate, would have fucceeded to'the earth, had che Sun © 

w——— ove ofthe ocher fix; orbs, bervwern the ry'o. ew 


Scmdly, by mh appointment of its Circamretarion. For 
' Theappoie it ran anne wer all; Irv rd 6 
0 wanted thatneceſfary divifion of times ons, of 
eennene nay Aurumn6, Sumner and Winter, day and night : nt 
thie ge conſervation of 


fixative 6f this Luminaty 
— of mal 

- bf dtiven. aanave ipec 
or; on, upon key 
pottvhentally crews {pad 
Ln Cats, Phololans, A Rnden 


7 *,v s % m " 
** #7 % 71H OUT © Ol OR, OY RAR” hI0 COTE oO OENUERIERYT ERN INNY 


Ut + * 


S852 SEESS,CS} © 


"ca 


TRIS SN 


Chap, 2- FI proved by arguments Apadiitical. 


junior Maſters inthe Opricks ) thet ne /pherical lawinans body, 
rio diameter ſorver, can projett ies light npen the whote 
{phrar of another at once, or in @ fixt poſition; Need it i{nminate 
grre then the half of a leſſer placed at convenient diſtance. © 
_ Laffly, by the contrivemtnt of its oblique motion along the line 
Fcliptich, For had its teyolution been aligned to. any other 
arcle ; diſcommoditiesno leſs fatal then the former had unayor- 
dably enſued. Firff, bad it ſayled along on either fide the &£- 
vator, ſome parts of the earth could have known no Sun at all, 
Pur ſhould have groand under the on of perpetual frigi- 
dity and opacity ; while others had the contrary extream 
of an everlaſting noon, and beet parched by the violence of ics 
too conſtant and perpendicular beams: and fo the whole had 
been inhabicable ; an Alrernation of Heat and Gold being indi- 
ſpeglably requiſite alwell to the Conſervation and growth of all 
ings in their ſudividuals, as to their Propagation in Specie. 
Secondly, had it been confined to the conduct of the of\; 
firſt uato a parallel ſphear, or ſuch who haye the Pole for their 
Zenith, its revolution could have made neither perfeft day, not 
night ; for being in the Equator, it would their 
horizon, and be half aboye, and half bclow it; and rw thoſe, who 
inkabice under the Aquator, though it madea diftintion of day 
agd night, yet would it not make any conſiderable diftinftion of 
ſeaſons; for the Sun being always vertical to in that ſiruation, 
would haye introduced a conflant Summer, and the icu- 


3 . 
The contrive- 
ment of ics ob- 
lique morion 
along the line 
Eclipicick. 


hrity of its unremitted heat have exbaufted the fruftifying humi- . 


dity of the carth, and ſo left the woinb of our common miother, 
qualid and barren as the defert Serra in Africa, Lafth, had 
« moved direRly _ #quator, unto I loeyer; 
well might ic have deſcribed a day, but never out & Fear: 
for the progreſſion of it fram Weſt to Eaft ( by the compaſs of 
.wbichmogion the cixcle df the year isconflituted ) had been wan- 
UN as ep homers thaedn oce and the fame circle, 
pr) crak ze ſane Poles, the Sun ſhould have perfonned'irsrwo 

motions, one from Eatt ro Welt, which defines the day, 
[the edits frem Weſt to Eaſt, which meaſures out the year, boch 
:M-0ng6 Now:all thee palpable —_ -— ( with _ 
P52 2 
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That Godereated the worldex.nikilo, Chap 


Article 4+ 
The imprebes 
of an infinite 
Intelligence, 
plainly legible 
1n the fronts 
even of Sub- 


animares. 


' thereto, by.the' agrering ceſtimonies of many credible Author, 


rerrancous In- 


and 
14139 C . and. 


other firſt obſeryed and enumerated to us by a Spaniſh, and 
moſt elegantly explained by an Engliſs Phyſician ; both whi 
ſele&ed this choice ſubjet, as an impregnable argument of thy 
Wiſdome of the Creator ) were artifici Þ by theds 
vice of the Suns.motion along the Ecliptick-, and -the obliqui 
of its annual progreſs upon the Poley ofthe Zodiack; full23 ds 
grees;'and an'half fromthe Poles of the World; , - 
Now this meditation naturally -applics it ſelf, and' ſo 

demonſtrates the forecaſt and- artifice of an infinite Intelligence, 
that T haye nothing left.to ſay; bur this ; that tis.a wonder, which 
nothing bur the deluſion of che-Father of hes can make our-to be 
leif, how Epicurs, being a' Philoſopher, in many-abftruſitics 
nature acute. enough, nay beyond maſt of his Tutors; as Diogenes 
Laertias-teſtifies- of him ;- and one that pretended of muks, 
Gght inthe problems of Aftronomy, as to be able to ſalyeall tie 
Ahoywnins or ' Appatitions- above the Terraqueous otb, (is 
.Epiſt. art. Pjchoc lt) could yet beſo infatuated,- as to aſcribe the 
compoſure, and location of the Sun, and the inyention of its regw 
lar, and to all parts convenient morion, to the Temerity- and 1m 
cogitancy of: Fortune, Nor could T haye conceived it-paſſible that 
16 much of the Scholur, and ſo much' ef the Fool could haye xt 
oacemet.in one and. the fame brain; had not I been perſwaddl 
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high both in Antiquity and Fame. 


- If theſe Arguments reach .uot, we may deſcend yet lower (# 
there-be any thing: low in Nature ) and from ny 
Grandmother fetch Srones and Mineral Conerctions, togivet 
evidence againſt the infolent of Portune. For who dare. 
contraftheſuſpicion of madnes 1o meritoriouſly,as once to dream 
that the. Magner obtained-itsrichs endowments of Yerticity and 
Liter att iongthe Adamant ics radiant tratucency andconical angu- 
hrity 3 Alu its ofohedrical. or —_—_ Figure ;- Salt is 
| gular; Nitre its ſtiziate -or ycicle-reſembling ; ' Vieriol 
muilrangular, 8c. froma meer accidental and undetermined cot 
Aux and: coalition of;: their minute and inſenfible ickes -:- 
\not.fromth6 provident and artificial diſpolition-of them in 
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Glapa, — proved by arguments Apodidtical 


and ſuch fituations, as are requifiteto the cauſation of thoſe parti. 
cular qualitics and Figures, -by the diſcreet and methodicall in- 
fluence of an infinite widome ?- If any fuch there be ( and I have 
reaſon for more then my fears, that ſuch there are, in theſe accur- 
ſed days; when all the Errors of the 'elder workd are reviyed, de- 
ſperate Herefies belched-out eye by thoſe,” who profeſs to be the 
Patriots oftruch; and horrid- Bla/phemies applauded as commen- 
dable trains -of high deyortion-) who tremble not: to deny the 
Creation of all things by God : "theſe I ſhall pity , and leaye to 

that exclamation of Gaſſendus, ( de exortu mund;) 0 
quaw heberens eſſe oportes, aut quam reclamantem habere conſci- 
mntiam, fi dum ad iſta attenditsy, fold interim Fortuna laudatur! 
« Ohow inſenfible muſt that man be either of the adviſoes of 
« reaſon, or the convulſions of Conſcience ; who can conſider 
«theſe things, and yet aſcribe 'the. honour: of their-Creation zo 
« Fortune! 


Ahd- if the CharaRers of ah Infinite W5/dome be ſo plainly 
niblein the ngle and divided prices of the Univerſe ; how in- 
comparably more legible” muſt they be in the hole, wherein 
Amplitude holds an zmulous' contention with Palchritnade ? 
Tue itis,the Epicareans were not ſtaggered ar theconfideration 
of fovaſt'a mals, inftantly addreſſing themſelyes for refuge, to 
a infinite flock; of Atoms congeſted in an infinite ſpace. But 
this Santuary is rotten; - and cannot protect the credulity of any; 
unſels it be ſupported- by this additional - baſe ; that there was 
ſome firſt- A&5veprinciple, which by itsinfinite power firſt crea- 
tedout of nothing, and then congeſted this maſs'of Aroms into a 
Chaos, and- after by its infinite wiſdome digefted the ſame into 
\+0"", =D order which dothnow conſtitute the form of the 
world, Is-it pofſible for any thing-that dares pretend to Hw- 
mexizy, to imagine, or by any ſpecious argnment to hope to per- 

, acer minute | odies or Atoms, by the raſh and 
andeterminate condu& of their own innate propniey motion, 
indifferently hurried up and down; hither and thither;” and by 
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reaſon of the: difcord arifing from their different quantities, and 
Fignres; ape ro maintain an everlaſting civil war and —_— 
| I 3 could: 
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Article 5. 
The impoſli- 
biliry of the 
worlds Creati- 
on by any A» 

ent but God, 
illuſtrated both 
by the Magni- 
tade, and Pul- 
chrizude there- 
of: and the 
Epicureans 
dream, of a 
motive faculty 
eternally inhe- 
rent in Atomsy 
derided. 


63 


That God created the world ex nihilo, haps 


could notwithſtanding by a ſpontaneous direfion meet and nin 
in that juſt number, which was ſufficient to make up the Globegf 
the Earth, requiſite to compoſe the body of the Sun, proponi. 
oned to the dimenſions of the ſoon, equal to the ſeveral orby of 
thoſe radiant Centinels of night, the Srars, whoſe multitude & 
ceeds the figures of Arichmecick, and their magnitude never ye 
rightly explored ; in fine, exaQly accommodate to the great bs 
dy of the #orld, whole bounds we know not, and whole dingy 
ſions are imumenle ? The conviRtion of this impoſſibility __ 
i gre hen” bay rag. xr er w 
eyade, As he ( lay they ) muſt have been deceived, who havin 
obſerved the generation of nothing greater then a Flea, could ng 
therefore belcive the generation of an Elephant, as if there caull 
not be found matter enough to ariſe to ſo gigantick a body: ſoz 
we deceiyed, while regarding the 50n of onely ſmal thi 
we beleive that thegreat body of the univerſe could not be mg 
up by the ſame means, and after the ſame manner ; as if fo yaſ 
proportion of matter could not concur and unite into'oge Form; 
nay by ſo much the more are we deceived, by how much the a 
proportion the matter of a Flea holds to CR | 
the matter of an Elephant holds to that of the World ; then 
matter of the World holds to that maſs of Atoms, which is 
fnice inthe infinite ſpace. But I may with good reaſon deans 
how they can be aſſured, thatin the imaginary ſpace, without 
circumferrence of the world, there is ſuch an inexhauſtible at 
of matter, as ſufficeth tothe generation not onely of this world 
but of an iofinite multitude of others, fully as large as this : 
well as weare aſſured, that in this world is coneained mater 
ficient to the compoſition of an Elephant, as well as of a F 
Sure Iam, no man eyer ſaw the outfide of the world ; and if 
is it not a meer Rhodomontado of phanſie, or { as Pliny calli 
2 high madneſs, to imagine ſuch an infinite abyſs of matter ? 
us, however, deal-with theſe, as wiſe Phyſicians with Hypox 
jr rn 8 ue) A 49 mens Arr WEEN" ay 
abſurdities ; and grant that from etemity there was ſuch an if 
of Atoms. confuſedly hurried to and fro, in an infinite ſpace 
yet the difficulty will always remain, bowin ſogreat a laxity® 
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Chap-2- 798 proved by arguments Apodittical, 


44. 


inficite liberty of range, ſo many Aroms could fo conyene and 
combine together, as to terminate and ſerle each other, by reci- 
procal coherence and murual concatenation ; how (© orderly 
marſhal and diſpoſe their ſeveral divifions- into ſuch clevanc 
Figures : how adapt thoſe figures tofuch genuine and cooltane 
operations ; and all this withoue the countell, difpoftion, and 
revindion ofany other cauſe, bur their own rude and giddy pro- 
petficy to motion, and the caſual relult of their ceſſation Hom 
diſcord > That Animals have obtained ſach exquifite forms, re- 


of their peculiar Seminaliries, or the cunning of that Forma- 
tive irene, — ambuſcadoed in the ſpumous conſfittence 
of their genital emiffions, and being once awakened intro AQtvity 
the excitement of a convenient Matrix, or Receptarie, im- 
mediately defignes this or that parcel of matter for ſuch or ſuch 4 
, another for another, and fo'ſpins ir out into an uniform la- 
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Figere, in all poinrs reſembling the doe, of firſt genicor of 
that ſpecies ; who received this Seminal Tinftare, or facuky 
| from the unmediate bonnty of its Crearor, But that 


ſhould be allowed to have a Plaftich or fabrefattive virtue 


worthy our ſpleen, 2s that ridiculovs branch of the ſametoot 
from the confermentation of Water and Farth, and the pro- 
allo entituled to Epicarwe, by no meanet a tradition then that of 


gether 
didit, lions c alefafter uteres weſrie quer, radicibdus terre coheren- 


lifts bunorens, nat ar a 
& adultes genus heminunm prepagaſſe. To this we tiay-adde 


ſpeKive to their ſeveral deftinations ; this we can refer to the arti- - 


of members, at laſt weaving all thoſe imo an ingenious - 


Atoms , as they are in their naked and incomplex . nature, . 
equal to that conferred upon the ſeeds of Animals ; is a figment | 
as 
the Antolthowors, or ipontancous eruption of our firſt Parents - 
dQion of mankinde like that of Muſhroms : which whimtey is . 
Cenſarinus ( de Di. Nat. cap. 2. ) whole words, for the more - 
clear and credible tranſmiſkion of che Fable, F thought it not alto- - 
impertinent here to inſerr. Nec howge ſecs Epicarms ere- - 


tris primwsy inereviſſe , i mfantibus tx ſe editis ingenitum - 
#1 AF Bec prebuiſſe ; ques ita ations, | 


( fora finglereftimony is not irogg efiougheo oblige any man to - 
Srv pears Fe dotage in a grave Philo ) the 
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That God created the World ex nihilo, = Chapty 


concurrent. AuRorities of Lattamtins: (lib. 2. cap. 7.) Ply 
tarch ( 5. Placit. 19.) Diogenes Laertins (lib. 2. in vita Ay 
chelai Athexienſ. ) Diodorus Siculns ( lib.t,) and Macrobin 
( 3- Saturn. 6,) Though, far my part, I conceive this phrenſiey 
haye poſleſled many heads, ay whoſe skulls corruption kat 
lanted growing Perewikes of Moſs, many hundreds of years hy 
bore Epicuras his was warm ; in regard many ancient Nations, 
particular the «/£gyptians and Phenicians, contending for th 
honor of ſeniority, have gloried-in the title of - Autofhone , and 
thought their Eſc ſufficiently noble, if charged onely wig 
this impreſs, Terre filis. But TI return from this my Excurfion, 
If the World, indeed, were as Ovids Chaos, rudis indigeſtaqh 
woles, a deformed and promiſcuous miſcellanie , or maſſe & 
Heterogeneities, and the ſeyeral parts of it. yariouſly blendedty 
gether without either diſcrimination or order : then might te 
pretence of Fortwne be more plauſible, For ſhould we take; 
man, who had been born and bred up to maturity of years 
ſome obſcure cavern of the earth, and neyer lookt abroad upa 
the Wotld , nor heard of more then what immediately ce 
cerned his aliment and other natural neceffities ; on a 1uddai 
educe him from his dungeon, and ſhew him an Animal cut 
peices, and all its diſſimilar parts, as skin, muſcles, fat, veins, a 
ceries, neryes, tendons, ligaments, cartilages, bones, marrow, &c, 
laied together ina niſcuous heap : doubtleſs we could 
quarre at his incredulicy, if he would not be perfwaded, that a 
thing but Chance had a hand in that confufion. But ſhould 
inſtantly preſent him another Animal, feeding, walking, and pe 
forming all the comely funRtions of vitality ; infirud him in the 
ſeveral uſes and aftions of all thoſe parts, which hehad former 
ly furyeyed in the diſorder of an heap ; then kill chat Animal atf 
and for his farther information, anatomzie its carcaſe;/'and exhibit 
to him the ſeycral parts, in all things reſpondent to the former : ts 
pan oy db news finde, that = rudeneſs of his educate 
on W not {ot ye extinguiſhed the Light of Natan 
in him, as notto wei fannbork, by the gl -- - rhe 
of he might diſcoyer ſome more noble Principle then Fortune,td 


haye been the Efficient of that more then ingenious machine" 
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Chap. 2. proved by arguments Apodiftical, © 


Now we cannot but obſerye, that in the great engine of theuni- 
verſe, nothing is with leſs order, decency , beauty , uniformity, 
ſywmetry, conRancy, in a word, with leſs wiſdom, either delrg- 
ned, or finiſhed ; then in the ſmaller organ of an Animal, in the 

;on of its integrality. And if ſo, how ncer comes it to.an 
abſolute contradiftion, that we ſhould acknowledge ſome 10b/e 
and prudent Cauſe, that moulded and compacted all thoſe dif- 
ferent parts into one moſt elegant and accompliſhe body, and ex- 
aftly accommodated that body to the eafie execution of its pre- 
definate operations:and yet not acknowledg the ſame, in the ordi- 
nation and conſtruftion of the more admirable, becauſe more dif- 
ficule fabrick of the Uniyerſe 2 I fay, a Contradiion ; for if the 
aſer Artifice of an Animal be conceded too hard ; aſſuredly 
the more difficulc machination of the innumerably organ'd 
World muſt needs be granted impoſ5ib/e, ro be wrought by the 
impotent and ignorant fingers of Forxune. Yaanto enim major 
operis moles, tanto erit ut — ita & potentis majuts ar us 
mentum ; now quod alinnde elaboratio minutorum corpuſcule» 
rum non commender artificem : ſed qued in opere ingenti & , 
triam [ervare induſt rium, & materiam regere operoſum eſſe 
A | 


Laftly, as the Votaries of Fortune haye argued 4 minors ad 
wejwe, thus ; if the ſmaller machine of a Hand-worm, wherein 
the almoſt inviſible ( without an engyſcope, or magnifying glaſs ) 
exiguity of the whole frame, the multiplicity of organs, and the 
variety of reſpeQive funRions aſſigned thereunto, may worthily 
contend, concerning elegance of compoſure, wtih the large cap- 
tainof the watry regiments, the Whale, may be configured by 
Chance, or the caſual concourſe of conyenient particles of the - 
Firſt matter : why may nor the _=_ moyement of the Vni- 
verſe be alſo wreught by the like contingent ſegregation of diſa- 
greeing, and conyention of conſimilar Atoms ; whoſe tumultua- 
non and conflit growing from the antipathy of different gel 
tude and Figure, made the Chaos ; aud their working themſelyes 
ito peculiar orders, by the accidental conflux aud mutual cohe-" 
Race of Howogeneities, mads the forme + the Ferid, So we, by 


Article 6. 
The Epicureans 
grand Argu= 
ment, of the 
poſſibility of 
the configura- 
tion of thc Uni- 
verſe by a caſu- 
al and ſponta- 
acous diſpoſi- 
tion of Acoms, * 
from the fre= 
quent aQuall 
produQtion of 
an InſeR by 
the ſame means 
or principles; 
countermined 
by an inverſion 
or Argument 2 


COUNTEL= majoriad minus. 


That God created th: world ex nihilo, Chap.y 
counter-demonftration, may argue 4 194jori ad minus thus; f 
Fortune had the power and skill ro make the #0714, why can ſhe 
not make the more rude and facile movement of a Watch if 
Atoms could ſpontaneouſly range and combine themſelves ing 
the immenſe bailements of the World ; why not. alſo intothy 
narrower ſtructure of a Caſte ? It they met into the mighty bub 
warks of an /ſland: why not into the thinner and more f 
rampiers of a Fort ? If they could diſpoſe themlelyes into wide 
campania's of Herbs and variegated Flowers : why not intoa 
peice of Landrkip Tapeſtry > All which require, as infinitely le 
of Power, fo alſo of Science. 

Should they endeyour a ſubterfuge, by replying ; that thee 
are the Effet; of Art, and not of Natwre : we may prevent they 
evaſion by rejoyning, that fince they allow Chance to hayew 
interelt eyen in the operations of Art ; why doe they not afwed 
make her the Foundereſs of a City, as of the zdifice of a (pays 
tancous Animal, whoſe truſture is more difficule ? Weareng 
backward to confeſs, what we lately ſuppoſed concerning te 
difle&ed and dilordered parts of an Animal, thatifthe Wed 
were but a promiſcuous heap of different materials,ſuch as ona, 
Timber, Sand, Lime, Clay, Nailes, Tyles, &c. confuſedly cov 
geſted : then could not our choler ſwell to ſo high a tide of is 
dignation againſt the arrogance of Fortune ; nor ſhould webelo 
well provided of arms to fight in defence of a divine contri 
ment, Bur fmce the building of the ſame is, by infinite tranſees 
dency, more durable, more diftiat , more ſymmetrical , ant 
more gorgeous in all irs parts, then the moſt elaborate and may- 
nificent Palace : fince the Heart of a Pi/mire hath more of nw 
giſterial artifice, then the E/charial ; the proboſcis or trunk of: 
Flea more induſtry inits delicate and finuous perforation, thenal 
the coſtly Aquedu#s of Nero's Rome, the Arſtnal at Venice, 0 
the two Spaniſh Emgines, one for the tradution and clevationd 
Water, at Toledv,the other for the auromatous coyning of monty, 
at Sepovia, both admired by a Perſon for the moſt parc abort 
admiration, S', Kenelme Digby ; {ince the breaft or Aon 
of a Bre comams more whom conyolutions then the Luby 
xinthof Dadalva, and more Cellules then the mas ment 
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Chaps. : proved by arguments Apodifiicd, 


of S*, Lawrence, in Spain, for bravery and amplitude of archi- 
tefure reputed the eighth wonder of the World : and fince the 
chal of a Louſe hath more yentrieles or receptaries for the nu- 
merous ſwarms of Animal ſpirits, then the ſpatious Amphitheatre 
of no jm _ for = ſpeRators : in fine, fince the meaneſt 

iceof Nature throwes diſparagement and contempt upon the 
nw" maſterpeice of Art \ hen can it be, that A noble and 
ingenious man, ſhould fall ſo much lower then his incircumaſpe&t 
Father Adm, as to confels the viſible influence of Pradence in the 
eafier, and yer; at the ſame time, deny any cauſe, but Ignorance 
to have becn exerciſed inthe harder; ro admit the managery of 
an Archite, or knowing principle, in the firuRture of a hoſe, 
and yet determine the more magnificent Creation of the U yiver/e 
uponhe blind diſpoſal of Fortune ? 


Toconclude this unworthy vindication of the injured wiſdom 
of our Maker, by leaving no poſſible objeRion unanſwered, let 
us ſuppoſe that our opponents ſhould recurre to their old arting 
hole, or alley port, the Sponrancows motion of Aroms, and urge, 
thar if the materials of a houſe, or other artificial fruRture, were 
endowed with an innate propenſity to motion, as the materials of 
the World were ; then might they alſo, without the direion of 
anyexternal Agent, onely by reciprocaÞ convention, complicati- 
onand reyinRion, acquire ſerled and orderly fituations, and fo 
diſpoſe themſelyes into a regular Fabrick : bur fince they are de- 
yaid of all domeſtick ARivity, the diſparity berwixt the operati- 
ons of chance, and thoſe of Art, is ſo great, that an argument 
ormance by one, is not 
concluſiye againſt the poſſibiliry of an atcheiyement by the other. 
And when we have ſuppoſed this retort, let us alfo ſuppoſe what 
they would have, viz. that the materials of a houſe were radically 
impregnated with a | rendency to motion ; and that, by 
the drift ofthis internal aQtivity, they ſhould from different quar- 
ters meet t in one heap, there croud, comprels, exprels, 


mpell, , detrude; elevate, circumgyrate, fix each other, and 
atlaſt by reciprocal combination acquieſce : yer catrit never be 
burly 


; by a ſober imagination, thae the reſult of all this 
K 2 


Article 7, 


An exception 
againſt the ſee- 


ming diſparity 


berwnc their 


inference and 
ours, preven- 
red: and the jn- 


validity of 


theirs, rhough 
their own by- 


potheſis were 


conceded in 
termini, decla» 
red, byamad- 


That God created the world ex nihilo, | Chapa, 


Artic\e 8. 


The conclut;- 
-on of this {t Ri- 


'orN3 or, the 
I_—_ 


the prececEc 
reaſons, if per- 


pended in the 


' maſs and con- 


junRively, to 
the moſt per- 
fect demon= 


ſtracion, 


burly berwixt thoſe unequal parts, and the peace enfuing upon the 
caſual acquiſition of. Gtuations proper and convenient tv 
would be a well ordered zdifice.; nay any thing half fo ney 
allied to architeure asa ruine, 

I conceive the wit of Bal/bus woundup to a very happy ſtray 
when diſputing againſt Yellezzs (one that bluſh't not to wear 
the infamous badge of Epicwrss ) concerning this monſtrous 
ment of the worlds Proje&tion from the diflolution of the Chany, 
and a fortuicous coricurſion of the univerſal matter ; he inyentel 
this appoſite #miliende : Hoc qui exiſtimat fieri potwiſſe, non ix 
telligo cur idem nen putet, ſi innumerabiles uunins & viginti fur. 
me literarum vel auree, vel quales-libet aliquo conjiciantw, 
poſſe ex his in terram excuſſis Annales Ennij, ut deinceps ly 
poſcint effici ; quod neſcio anne in wno quidem verſu poſit tax 
tum wvalere Fortuna, Upon which we may briefly thus de. 
ſcant; if that congruousſeries of letters, which is neceflary rothe 
Jeure of one Page line, or word, can never reſult from'a cars 
leſs congeſtion of prints; but muſt bethe ſetled effect of greaty- 
duſtry and diligence in the Compoſitor : undoubtedly, withno 
leſs violence-to reaſon, can any manopinion, that the innume- 
rable parts of the World, that obſerye a far morediftin& and 
elegant -order then the characters of ay Typographer diſpolel 
into words, lines, pages, ſheets, ſhould attain to that admirable 
Form, which they how hold; by a meer fortuitous aſſembly ; and 
not by the certain and predeſtinate ordination of ſome /wpremet- 
intelligent Canſe. 


Theſe reaſons, though not woyen into that iriſt method, whid 
is required to fulfill the web of perfe& demonſtrations; doe ye: 
ſeem ſtrong enough in their fingle inferences undeniably to cov 
<lude the Creation of the Univerſe ont of no preexiſtence, by th 
ſole and immediate Fiat of the ſame Eſſence, and if judici 
1wiſted together into one Sy»drome, or complex A t, mult 
oblige as firmly ; ſince they clearly evince the firſt Article ofthe 
Chriſtians Creed, as an uncontrollable yerity, which none, bu 


ſuch degenerate miſcreants, in whom the; Light of Nature i 
-wholly cxtinR, or ſuch as are deſperatly reſolyed to ſhut the 7 
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Chap. 2. proved by arguments Apodiftical. 4 


of their minde againſt the ſplendor of that infallible Criterion, can 
longer doubt of. And therefore, haying determined neither to ſcan- 
dal the intelleftuals of my Reader, cither by indubirating his 
facile perception of the force of thoſe proofs already _ or 
multiplying others in order to the illuſtration of chat truth, to 
which he hath formerly ſubmitted his plenary aſſent; nor unfruit- 
fully to ſpend that time and paper, which I have deyored to the 
ciplanation and ratification of other neceflary points, on a 
work of tupererogation : I ſhall onely fringe this exerciſe with 
that pertinent and emphatical paſſage of Lattanrixs ( De Opif. 
Dei cap. 6.) Tanta ergo qui videat & talia, poteſt exiſtimare 
alla effe ta efſe conſilio, nulla providentia, nulla ratione divina ; 
ſedex Atomu ſubtilibus, exignis concreta eſſe tanta miracula? 
wonne prodigio ſimile eſt, aut natum eſſe hominem qt hee diceret, 
#3 Leucippumzant extitifſe qui crederet, ut Democrienm, qui au- 
ditor ejues fit; vel Epicurum,in quem vanitas emnis de Leucipps 
fonte ery ? and ſo proceed to the fatisfation of two colla- 
teral Scruples, 


SECT. IV. 


Scraple 1. 
=—_ Curiofiry of ſome, ( whether more 5n/olext or vain, is 


hard to determine,) hath been ſo audacious, as to adyenture That Antique 
upon this Lxere ; If God made the world,pray what inſtruments, bfurd expo 


tools, mechanick engines, what aſſiſtants did he make uſe of in the 


work 2 


diſpoſd, God made uſe of, in his act of Fabrication of the Univerſe, copiouſly ſatisfied : 
nd the.energie -of the divine Will commonttrated ſuperior tothe Bay a mY 
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The Satisfattion, 


This is no green impiety ( unleſs it hath lately budded forth 
again amongſt thoſe evils, the Rarters ; the report of 
whoſe prodigious blaſphemies hath ſometimes tranſported me to 
a hatred, at leaſt a contempt of my ſelf, for being in the ſame 
rank of Creatures; and made me wiſh for a ſeconddeluge ) but 
almoſt half as old as Time, and may be traced as high as the 
Epoche of the Grecian learning ; witneſs thoſe many lecret cor- 
yulfions of it by Plato ( both in his Parmenides and Taman ) 
while he frequently affirmes the divine Natwre to be [norganical, 
and the immediate operations of the #niver/al cauſe tobe aboye 
the neceflity of Corporeal means : witneſs alſo Cicero ( mot of 
whoſe ſiteams came out of the Grecian fountain ) who ( i» 1, 
De Nat. Deor.) introducing the Atheiſt, Yelejus diſputing + 
gainſt Plato and the Stoicks, who held the divine eſſence to be 
the Author ofthe Univerſe; propoſeth the ſcruple ar large, in theſe 
Words: Quibns enim oculis intueri potuit veſter Plato fabris 
Cam illam tant operts, qua conſtrus a Deo atque edificars mun- 
dum facit ? que molitio? que ferramenta ? qui vettes> qus 
machine ? qus miniſtri tanti muneris furrunt ? &c.That bold- 
neſs is the daughter of ignorance, is herein plainly verified ; for 
had theſe unhappy Pagans underſtood any thing of the majeſtick 
eſſence of divinity, or but apprehended the yaſt diſparity berween 
the efficiency of the Higheſt, and that of all other S»bordinate 
cauſes ; tis more then probable, they had not been ſo ſawcy with 
his imperial Attribute , Ommniporence, nor run into that common 
miſtake of fleſh and bloud, of meaſwring the ways of God by the 
4J)s of man, True tis, that man hath need of inſtruments to the 
performance of any peice of Art, nor can the Geometrician draw 
his lines without a rule, or deſcribe a circle without the help of 
his compaſs; the Carpenter work without his Axe, Saw, and 
other tools ; the Smith without his fire, hammer, anvill, 8c, all 
which the wit of man, ſharpned by neceſſity, hath invented to 
compenſate the inſufficiency of his naked hands, made by na- 
rure cither too ſoft, roo weak, or too obtuſe for thoſedi _ 
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uſes : Bur yer what can impede our affurance of the eternal ex- 
iltence of a more Noble E ficient ; whoſe Willis infinite Power, 
and that Power infinite At:iviry ; whole ingle Let it be done, is 
both Cauſe and Means ; and whoſe ſimple at of Volition not 
onely the Efficient, bur alſo the Inſtr/#amext > Do not we ot- 
ſerve ( that I may extra an mo—_ from the evidence of 
ſenſe ) how, in the twinckling of a loyers eye, that comely Arch 
of colours, the Rain-bow, is painted on the clouds ; and yet with- 
out eicher hand, compals, or pencill > doe we not behold whole 
mountains of potderous Cloxds piled one upon another ; and yer 
neither veſſels ro lave up, nor engines to ſuſtain that ſea of water ? 
And cannot theſe familiar obteryatiors inftrut us with more 
knowledge, then to doubt the fabrication of the world without 
corporeal organs ? Why is our reaſon ſo immodef?, as ro inquire 
into the ability of the Firſt cauſe ; when alas ! it isnotlarge 
enough to comprehend the efficacy of the weakeſt Secondary ? 
if the meaneſt and moſt ordinary effect of Nature imports ſo 
much ſtupendious induſtry, as tranſcends ' the narrow capacity of 
man ; what audacious ignorance 1s it in him, to queſtion the ener- 
ie of that Principle, that made Nature her ſelf, and preſcribed 
a rules to a& by : from which ſhe cannot vary, without a mi- 
raculous diſpenſation? Weare willing forſooth. to profeſs, that 
we cannot underſtand by what artitice the delicate body of a 
Piſmire is configurated, animated, and impowered for the noble 
actions of ſenſe and voluntary motion, nay ( for ought we know 
tothe contrary ) for that more noble and elaborate office of 
diſcourſe allo: and yet, when we come to contemplate the more 
magnificent form of the Univerſe, ſhall we degenerate into ſuch 
mpertinent Ideots, as to debate the Adathematick encrgie of its 
Creator, and demand how he could operate without Engines to 
tranſport, adfer, and winde up the materials, with icafolds to 
advance the roof, or ſervants to-alhiſt in ſeveral offices requiſite ? 
Aſi , 25 the frame of that flender Animal doth confe(s a 
certain Faewlty, by which .it was modeted, delineated, and 
compacted ; r 6 reaſon and manaer of its contexture rc- 
main in the dark to us : ſo alſedeth,che huge machine of this 
viible Workd proclaim [a ccertam Entrgeticall prixciple, - - 
ay þ 
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chough the manner and way of its compoſure be too abſtruſe 
ſublime for che difcernment of our weak-fighted intelle&uals, 
Now, whether you ſhall denominate that Energy, a Power di. 


you acknowledge it to be ſo great, as by incompurable interyals 
to exceed the compreheiſfion of the minde of man ; nor is it ſafe 
for us to attempt the commenſuration of it by the unequal mo. 
due, or ſcale of particular finite Canſes, fince even from theſe 
our reaſon flands ſo remote, as to be able at moſt onely to con- 
jeture their dimenſions. Upon this conſideration , if a Pilee, 
while he onely fits in the ſteerage and hands the helme, doth di. 
re& the ſhip in its courſe, by a far more excellent induſtry, then 
all the rude officers inſeryient: thereunto, that ſtretch their rougher 
finewes to hoiſe and tack about her ſayls, and toyle their tawny 
bodies in other inferior labours : if a Prince, who fits calmely in 
his throne, doth by a fingle nod of his ſceptre awe millions of his 
fubje&sto obedience, and by the magick of a ſmile or frown cons 
jure whole nations into joy or terror ; if he, I ſay, doth govem 
his people, by a more myſterious and noble influence, then all his 
fubordinate miniſters of ſtate, with all their rumulcuous pains and 
trayell, either in the tranſmiſſion, or execution of his mandates: 
ifan Architef, or maſter-builder, who in his cloſet onely draws 
the plat-form, and deſignes the figure of the firufture ; doth by 
his meer deſignation, operate more exquiſitely, and by a more ex- 
cellent artifice contribute to the verſoction of the work, then all 
the ſwarm of bufiling mechanicks imployd in ſquaring, or placing 
the materials : why ſhould we not allow that mighty Piler, 
Prince, and Architeft of the World to be empowerd with a cer- 
tain kind of Efficacy ſo eminent, that whateyer can be thought 
moſt abſolute and puiſſant in all other natures, muſt be infinitely 
inferior to it? And therefore when we, who have learned our lefſon 
outof the ſacred leaves of Moſes lay that he made the uniyerlc /ols 
nutn, atque ſimplics volitione, by one ſimple and entire a& of 


underſtood by us of that miracle. 
As for thelaſt part of the Atheiſts indecent expoſtulation; viz. 


what 


finitly more potency and perfeRion, by which ir was com oled; 


vine, or God; \t is indifferent : but indiſpenfably neceſſary, thay: 


his Y:11, expreſt in that word, Fiat ; we peak all that can be 
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"Chap. 2+ proved by arguments Apodittical, 
What toadjutors or-miniſters had God to aitend him, and whats 
materials preexiſtent and prepared to conform to hs diſpoſure ? 
that may be ſoon —_—_ Ar. that Ig Ke 
by he is, by infinite exceſſes, aboye all Efficients. For 
what were the Prerogative of Divinity, if it were ſubjeR to the 
want of the lame means, or cooperating Cauſes , with us deſpi- 
cable and impotent men ? To conclude, it will not onely ſu 
preſs all dangerous Cxrioſities of this kind, bur alſo highly com- 
mend onr j»dgments ; that we draw a large line of diſtinRion 
betwixt the A/mightineſs of the Creator, and the reſtrained att5- 
viz), or rather pure imbec:lliry of the Creature ; aſcribe to him 
* Jnerlarive and pancratical energie, ot virtue paramont ; and 

on our deyout knees proclaim him more able to create, then 

want either miniſters, or matter, whereby, whereon to accom- 


pliſh his 34. 


 Scruple 2. 


The other profane Scryple objeRted by the Atheiſt, is this; Cur Article 2? 
Deus tamdin 4 fabricatione munds abſtinxerit > If God were Aﬀecond im- 
der then Time, and the world made in the beginning of time ; 1odeſtinter= 
why did he ſo long ſuſpend the Fabrication of it 2 wr cw OE 
The R redths crea: 
tne cr 
, eſponſe. on, reſolved: 
This is alſo a poyſon ſpit from the accurſed jaws of that black nesr omg 
Viper, Velleins , againſt the Sroicks ( apud Ciceron, 1. de nat. ————— 
Deer.) in this ſquallid fiream ; ito igitur ram immenſe ſpatio, of undecens 
quero, cur Pronea veſtra (lo according to their own phraſe he curloſity, 
calls that Minde, or ſupreme Intelligence, to whom that ſober 
ſe& of Philoſophers juſtly aſcribed the origination of all things 
except the marerial Principle, which they erroneouſly affirmed 
to have been the A/bes, or cynders of a former World, whoſe 
produRtion alſo they conceived to haye been, like that fabulous 
one of the Pharnix, out of the urne of its ar yang”, ceſſaverit ? 
Bf ebereimne fugicbat ? and not lately wiped clean off, and its con- 
lgious yenome cured by the generous _ of Exſebins, = 
. i" 
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in 1, de prep, Evang. 1.) moſt expreſly, amply, and judicial 

[ oppo ir. However , Iſt this wr ferment afreſh, al 

in exulccrate the impure Libertinerof this Age ( not mar 
or its extraordinary Calamities, then unpattern'd mpieries,m 
well the wender, as grief of our poſterity) and fince it canng 
but be "thought moſt pertinent to my prefent ſcope : I ſhall 
deyour the total extinQtion of it, by applying a ſmart Alexis 
rion of reaſoti, 

From an Agent infinite in Wiſdome, Power, and Libr, 
fach as we mul allow God to be, no account either of Afotivg, 
Means, or Time, ought to be required. It was, according 
their meaſure of time, Son fix thouſand years. from the nating 
of the Univerſe, when the- unhappy diſciples of Epicurm diffs 
minated this uncivil interrogation : but had it been created may 
myriads of myriads of thouſands ſooner then it was, tis open ty 
conjecture, that they would have inſiſted onthe ſame ſawcy & 
mand ; ſince eternity compared to more myriads of years, the 
all the figures. of Arichmetick can amount to the compuratia 
of, maſt yer.imporra vaſttra&tor flux of Time (for other 
ome to expreſs this notion, I could not either recognize, ore 
copitate ):below the' foor of that accornpt ; and that'preceti 
ow might have affrded 'rootn enough for the intruſion'df't 
ame friyolous.quzre. And therefore it becomes us, either noty 
enquire, why the world was produced, rather then not produce 
or allowing its produRion, to eſteem it all one, whether it wer 
Stodyced theh' befote, or after, inthisfo great a-latirude of Fre 
nity. For the fate queſtion now propoſed, why God'did nord 
terminein himſelfto createthe World,ten millions of yeats ſooui 
then he did ; may alſo be revived heteafter, concetning the 
times of outs, if another rand of ten millions more ſhould bei 
rayelled. From whence this modeftand truly huniane leſſon fa 
- 4g ir felf; that -it is oraculous in the greateſt wiſdott 
ay, God Created the World in that article of eternity (we mi 
now call it 7 #2) which ſeemed moſt opportune to his Wiſdom. 
that he had foine ityportant reaſstis ſo long to deferr thie creatit 
and then 'onely to conttive -and finiſh ir, when he did ; chai 
thoſe tealons be'&ryprick and igriote to us: we may more i 
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it a ure, from the conſideration, of his inexhauſtible and ev — 
2d _ abyſs of his Pradexce, which is the rule to-all hr oe 
wn BN ations. And truely, if Princes ground many of their delignes 
_ - 4 ns of State, the knowledge whereof is never 


profound r 

Fuſed aw their ſubjeRts, but lockt up inthe cabinet of thei 
own heart : why. may not Ged, who is all Counſel and Praudence, 
he afforded the prerogative of having ſome weighty reſpeRs,thax 
moved him to create the World, then when he did, rather then 
either ſooner or later > Which reſpeRts, for ought we canexploxe, 
is Mercy in him to conceal from us : ſure] am, tis a pride not 
much beneath, if not equal to that of Lacifer, in us rodaretg 
eaquire- Tis a confeſt truth, that no man can know the thoughes 
of another, who is conſtant to his reſolye to reſerve them ſealed 
up within his own breaſt ; atd can any man be ſo incarably oyer- 
wo with the itch of yanity, when be deſpaires of pretending cer- 
aialy to divine the cogitations of his familiar friend, whole in« 
ditations he hath ſo frequently read in the book of his conyerſy- 
ton : to arrogate to himſelf an ability of ſearching into the 
ke counſoof him, whom neither Adinde nor Senſe can 
toy? Wherefore tis our duty to reclaim our wild curiofities, 
tk hounds to our inquifiions, and gratefully fate our boulimje 
of ſcience with this wholfome morſel ; that from hence, that the 
World was once created, we may fafely inferre, that the Creator 
was pleaſed to declare himſelf ſo Potent, that no ims 
pediment could interyene betwixt his eternal decree, and the op- 
portune execution thereof : ſo Free, as to be aboye the impulion 
or conſtraint of any neceſſity : ſo #1/e, as to preyent all temerity 
and colluſion of Fortune : 1o Good, that the preſcience of mans fu- 
wre ingratitude, and ſo the infertility of his maſterpeice, could 
not dehort him from fulfilling his purpoſe ef conferring that in- 
efimable bleſſing of Exiſtence both upon him, and all things elſe 
for his ſake. 

As for the laſt clauſe of this fooliſh demand, An vigilaris 
Mnto eternitatis ſpatio, an vero dormierit munds opifex > Whe- 
ther God continued vigilar, or dormant from eternity, untill he 
ſet about the. fabrick of this yaſt All > This includes a manifeſt 
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incongruity, and ſpeaks a —__—_— enough to yy" 
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That God created the World e. mihilo, &c. Chapa 


and refute it ſelf. For thoſe two'terms, Sleep and Divinity, ſtant 
at open defiance, and: placed-in one notion reciprocally deny each 
other ; the one importing an 4 feftion of a Body, or the of 
thee Concidence,or I of the yentricles of the brain, and 
flender conduits of the neryesin an Animal, cauſed cicher byz 
deficiency, or quier of the ſpirits inſeryient to the Animal Facul 
ties, 2 te a temporary and periodical ceflation from 
the offices of ſenſe and _ Gnmact expre{- 
fing an Eternal ſimple Eſſence, nei with corporeity 
_- ( therefore ) ſubje&t to defatigation upon any exolutione 
waſt of ſpirits ; and conſequently not capable of ſleep. Howeye, 
to manit the extreme ſtupidity of their reply ; viz. that if k 
were perpetually awake, yet we muſt grant him to have been con 
fantly idle, before he began his work of Creation: I ſhall 
youchſafe them that judicious rejoynder of many Fathers (whole 
Atudies werealſo not rarely infeſted with thele vermine ) that 
all that precedent trat of eternity ( mortality will excuſe thewp 

ary ſoleciſme-) he was fully imployed 5 the moſt bliſifu 
contemplation of himſelf, Which is an ion moſt eas 


moſt quiet, mo » 2s all Philoſophers, who ever = 
by the _—_ a ed meditation, adyanced their minds 
high as to ken that perfe&ion of beatitude, haye obſerved, = 
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Why God Created the World. 
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Hat every Aion preſnppoſeth' an end, or ſcope ;- fax; 
V is Canonical : and hal it cuſtomary ork fu 
men, by ſo much the more hardly to beleiye chat bitty of the 
* fachor ſuch a conſiderable Aion was done by - Worlds creatl- 
fuch- or ſuch a Perſon 5 by '/how much theleſs —_O—_ 
either of probable Pleaſwre, or Emolwment may atheiſts, A 
to have invited him to thatenterpriſe. Nor was Veleins a” bis defe of 
anger to this rule ; for fighting the- unjuſt quarrel of that uſur- any poſſible 
Formne, and having at firſt inyaded Providence Divine H#rve,ſcope 
with dire& and down-right blowes, unſuccesfully : he-at Lift CEE: 
contriyes to wound it with oblique thruſts, and 'artempts 10 tab - 
the opiniBn of the Worlds Creation by yay Frame> 21 | 
& End,or more plainly by curring off all poſſibility of cicher P/ca/wre 
Þ, | or Profic to accrew to him thereby. And' in purſuance of this - 


oo, he endeyours.to proye ( 1, ) Conditam now | a 
Dei cauſa;that the World was not created forGods faki 
| (5e.) that he is no more: concerried in the conſtrudion of it, 
then if it had neyer been altered from its: Chaos: (2 ) neque 
' | bominum gratia, nor for the'bchoof of man, (5, e- ) that man 
| lahno jallerpleato > 27 area meaneRt: 
| Animal;nor did Nature look with a more amorousand indulgent: 
| |. ade IN her produtions, _ 
4 = -3, » 


BSE ARSASESEgEE/) »þ 


Wild 


78 


Why God created the world, 


Article 2, 
Their ficſt Ar- 
gument, that 
the divine Na- 
ture is above 
the capacity of 
eicher emolu-» 
ment, or de- 
leftation, from 
the Univerſe, 


—— —— —_—- -. - 


The Firſt poſition he eſſays to illuſtrate and inferre by a Socre- 
tical way of argumentation, or by circumyenting our judgements 
with a chain of nterogateries, all whoſe links are dependent each 
upon other,though by a connexion ſo ſubrile, as tobe impercepti- 
ble to the incircumſpett ; the Abſtraf# whereof, as taken by 
Cicero (1. De Natur, Deorum ) lies in theſe words. 2nid 
antem erat, quod concupiſceret Deus, mundum fignis + lumini- 
bus, tanquam eAEdils, ornare ? Si ut Deus melins habitaret ; 
antea, videlicet tempore snfinito, in renebris, tangquam in gur- 
guſt io habitaverat ? poſt autem; varietatene eum deleftars pw 
ramus, quaCalum & Terras exornatas videmus ? que ifts 
poteſt eſſe obleftatio Deo, que ſi eſſet, non ea ramdin carere pot 
sſſet ? « Whar politique reſpeR put God upon the ſervile office 
« of an Kdile > What motive preyailed with him to trim the 
« Univerſe wich gawdy Afteriſms, and imbelliſh the azure rogf 
« thereof with yariery of t ſtuds? ifto better his habitat 
<« ON; tis a fone that foreyer before he was bur ill accommodated 
«with a dark and narrow manſion : But afterwards, can we 
« conceiye that he entertained and ſolaced himſelf with that yas 
« riety of beauteous forms, wherewith we obſerve both Roris 
« of this great Palace to be adorned ? What delight is thay, 
« wherewith diyinity can be affected ? if any ſuch there be, why 
«. would he ſo long deny himſelf the fruition of it ? | 

| Nor did Felleiws want, a fecond to joyne with bim in ths. 
Ged made the World chiefly for his own, Glory ; for. that wil 
villain Zacretixs ( and the fineſt wits, if not mayurely pruned 
kept under by the {eyere hand of Prudence, are the rankeſt Plagty 
and moſt apt to —_— higheſt impictics ) bath digeſted the 
challenge ano verſe; thus 3 1 | 1 7/1 T 
Rane w9w4 petit rant peſt ants Se: 22d 

iceregut cnperens Vitew witert precrem? | ; 

Naw gaudere nevis rebas debere videtar, _ 
 Quos vereres obſunt ; ſed quoi nil aceidit egri, 
'.; 7 empore in auroate, cnn putchre degeres 0749, 
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An, creda, in tentbris vita, ac merore jacebat, 
Donec diluxit rerum genitalis origo? &c. inlib..5. 
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c Afeer fo long Content, what new delight 

t- Could th'happy Gods to this great change invite ? 
! 
the 
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To affe Innovation, doth confeſs 
The preſent ſtate obnoxious to diſtrefs. - 
He only can enjoy new things deſire, 
t Whom the deficience of the old dothrire.. 
Ire What therefore could Divinity perſwade, 
4 To leave his antient quiet, for a trade 
b Of ArchireRure ? Can Ithink, rill-then , 
* Him cloyſterd ina dark and narrow Den > '&c, 


ce 
The Refwtation. 

Tis an Apophthegme fathered (and; char not-unjufily ) upon Article 3. 

rin Facere [apientem omnia [i cauſſu,. thata wifeman The ſatisfaRo-- 
his aRtions doth principally regard himfelf./ And could not ry refuration 
this learn his. Scholars more diſcretion, then to doubt, whether or _— and ol 
wGed the Elixir of wiſdome, in'this weighty operation had an [1.0.51 have 
Wiper himfelf, or refleted upon his own concermnent? The been bis prime 
5 God, to. a et; ficdl conſideration, contains reaſons and principal 

mate chen enough to decide this idle comroyetfie, excited only by ©29- 
2 inion of ſex/#ality. For when there was nothing exiſtent 
elides himſelf ; tis plain, that he conld gratifie nothing befides 
fimſelF: -ahd ashe not only derivedthe power of operating from 
limſelf alone,: but alſo was rhe exemplar to himſelf; ſous muft 
hebethe principal End of his'operation.The En41 lay,non wrili- 
ttis;as if his Eſſence were capable of me/ioration,his Beatirude fo 
remiſs, as to admit of Augmentation, his Condition fo. imperfect, 
45to be improved by Alteration: ſed glorie,which as he could nor 
| waht, fo was there no reafon why he' ſhould want. 'Sach was the 

| Freedom. of his'Will, thar no necalfiry cautd conſtrain him to'the 

oduRtion of any thing ; ſuch the Bounty, that nonecould re- 

in him fromthe yoluntary profuſion of his goodneſs. When 

twas indifferent to him, or to cotiftitute xa World, or ta continue: 
| None; he yer was. pleaſed to' follow the propenſity of his own. 
ta | - | Es infiaity, 


\ 
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infini —_— and to create : inſomuch as he, judged it betty 
rr Jr ould. be other natures befide his own, to whichhe 
might impart the oyerflowings of his goodneſs ; then not. Bey. 
ter, I ſay, not for himſelf ; for as the-perpetual Emanation o 
om of his Goodneſs upon the creature, fince time ( the Image 


of eternity, as Plato (in Times) deſcribes it) began, hathne 
diminiſhed: ſo could not the Concentration, or Confinement of 
itto the orb of his own effence, haye leſſened his Felicity ; which 
'hath Plenirade and Conſt ancy for its ſupporters, and is therefore 
raiſed aboye the imperfeRions of Acceſs or Change. And upan 
this perſwaſion ( I cannot forget to ſpeak after the manneref 
men ) he youchſafed- to conſtitute all other natures that are be 
fides his own ; and more eſpecially Man : not that he mightre 
ceive any emolument from hem, fince himſelf is all Irs and 
by conſequence all glory ; but that, conferring r ive > 
C— upon Foal ra Fo haye conyenient ſubjeRts , wherem 
to exerciſe his immenſe liberality and make known his magnif- 
cence. That ſince the creation he expects from man the retziby- 
tion of Reverence, Adoration,and Obedience ; ariſeth not ex i 
digentia, from any need he ſtands in of, or benefit that redoung 
to him by the itfull homage of man : but, ne howine: fu 
erga ipſum ingrati, from, his own free Love to gore mans be. 
ing hurried into that miſery of Ingratitade. I fay, Aſery 
Ingratitwde ; for that forlom hope of hell having once tak 

oe bag of man, inſtantly - in a whole hoſt ef 

ons, ſubyerts its goyernment, its tranquillj 

þan layes it open to the deyaftation of Infoliciy. — 

And whereas they demand, #hy God, if he take any deligh 
#n theſe experiments of his wiſedome, Power, and munificenct, 
wonld-ſo long endure the privation, or rather defeft of that ds 
light? The ſolution is obyious, that this kinde of de/eftation 
.no morethen Accidenrary to him, and can adfer infinitely leſs of 
addition to that fulneſs af - Beatirude, formally radicated in his 
Eſſence ; then one ſmal drop of water ſuperaffuſed to the im» 
menfity of a million of Oceans. For ſibs /afficienti/rimws, All 
to himſelf, is his peculiar Motto ; fince he hath the ſource ofall 
that's Amiable and Deleftable, azifing from, and pope 
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flowing round his own moſt perfe& nature, nor can he be af- 
feed with the unequal oblation of humane Doxologie, otherwiſe 
then by refleQing _ his own Goodneſs, which freely ordained, 
formed,and diſpoſed man to that honourable and beatifical duety: 
and therefore that ſentence of the School Divine, 2wicquid agic 
preter ſeipſum,ad alterins commodum ſpettat, deleryes our grate- * 

full aſſent ; for all his Extrinſecall or Emanative operations 
look direfHly upon the benefit of that Creature, whom he hath 
adopted to be the obje& of his Love, which is Man ; ob/iquely 
upon the convenience or accommodation of all other Creatures, 

neceſſary or adjuyant to the well being of that Fayorite; and b 

reflexion, upon his own munificence. And hence is it manife 
that he adorned the Uniyerle with aſteriſms, and beautified the 
heayens with radiant lamps ; not that he might better his own 
habitation, which is impoſſible, he being a manfon to himſelf,and 
his eternal condition being extreme felicity : but provide a more 
commodious place of reſidence for men, for whole ſake princi - 
iy ( after that of his own Glory ) he intended the Creation, He, 
,could want the illumination of neither Sun, nor Moon, 
whoſe dwelling is in light inacceſſible ; nor be enriched by the 
faint ſplendor of the Stars, whoſe glory is ſo refulgent, that we 
hyperbolize the luſtre of the Meridian Sun, when we define it to 
her ſhadow ob its Creator ; and _ thoſe _— orbs are 
ale tapours kindled ar his more ſplendid abyſs of light, how 
infinitely = lucent muſt his effence _ is bery ſome 
tobe Superſubſtantialis Lnx ? ( Athanas Kircher in metaphy- 
fie. Lucts & mmbre, Epichiremate 5.) Nor can we fay lels of 
that admirable variety of forms, wherewith we obſerve both 
ſtories of the World to be adorned ; for if they appear ſo full of 
Elegance and beawty ; how incomparably more fair and amiable 
their Adaker be, who is the Soul of P ulchritude, and by the 
Analogy which they hold to the comely ideas in his intellect, all 
ings are determined to perfeRtion ? For that mighty Cas/e, 
ich cangiye being toſo many yarious perfeRions, muſt ofne- 
ee pole all thoſe perfetions, modo eminentiers, ih a tran- 
; manner. Wherefore the excellencies of his own nature 
Gid, before he was pleaſed to create others, ſo amply ſuffice to the 
M Accompletion 


Why God created the World . Chap.z. 
Accompletion of his beatitude ; that they now at this day wholly 

ſuffice 4 the ſame z nor is he le of having his or Age, 
creaſed by the contributions of any thing without himſelf, Ang 

fince all things created, are nought but certain Emiſcions, or ag it 

were deradiations, Which he pleaſed to diffuſe from himſelf, ti 

perſpicuous, that before that Diffuſion he comprehended all 

natures inhis own, as in their Fowntain, and therefore could not 

haye his being mcliorated by their production ; as allo, thathe 

may at pleature, adnihilate all again, with no morederriment to 

hisglory, then the Suncan want thoſe beams, which yelterdayit 

emitted upon my hand. 


> ————— 


Sarcr. Il. 


Neque Hominum gratia, 


' Article x, = ſecond Poſition he likewiſe infinuates, by the fame im» 


Their ſecond poſture of enſnaring the minde in a complex ſeries of 2u6 
Argument 3 z tions, after this manner ; « If all things were conflituted by Gat 
rv -.. « forthe ſake of Xſan onely, as you affirme, then either for te 
eardto the be- © Peculiar intereſt of 3/3/e men or Fools ? if for the ſole bet 
nefic of May: « of Wiſe men ; then a far leſs proviſion might haye ſeryel 
and the « the turn : for no age could eyer glory in the produRtion ofne 

« ny ſuch at once ; and if all that eyer were, or ſhall be, met 

« ther into one colonie,a yery {mal Iſland mightbe both largeatd 

« rich enough to accommodate them with neceffaries: and fo the 

« greateſt part of the creation muſt be confeſt ſuperfluous, at 

« the principal deſtination thereof ? But if for Fools only ; that 

« you entangle your ſelyes in a two fold Incongraity. Firſt, youll 

« entrench upon the 7#ſtice of the Creator, ſince thereby you 

« plicicely confeſs, that he was partial in conferring ſo greatal 

« nefit upon thoſe, who mult ſs ilt deſerve, as not to know right 

« ly how to uſe-it : Secondly, you infringe-his Providence 

« making him not to haye bad a foreſight of the unfruitfulnehi 

« his chief defign, which muſt miſcarry and be quite loſtin s coÞ 
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«trary event: Fools being without any diſpute, moſt miſerable 


- « inthat they are Fools; for what can be reputed a more abſo- 


« lute miſery, then Fatuity ? And if for the conjunGtive interet?, 
« or promiſcuons concernment of both ; then do you offer yio- 
« lence to the goodnels of the Archicte&t ; in regard, that during 
« life there unayoidably occur fo many bitter diſcommodities, 
« that wile men cannot ſweeten them with the compenſation of 
« Commodities: and Fools neither ayoid them as they approach, 
« nor endure them when they come, 8c. 

Nor was Yelleixs fingular inthis error ; for Laftantins (Lib,7 
cap. 5. ) hath accuſed Epicarss alſo of words to the lame effec; 
which according to the record of his indiiment run thus : 2 uid 
enim Deo cultus homints confert beato, & nulla re indigents ? 
vel ſi tantum honoris homini habuit, ut ipſins canſa munduns 


fabricaret, ut inſtrueret eum ſapientia, ut dominum viventium 


faceret, eumque diligeret tanquam filium ; cur mortalem fragi- 
lemque conſtitnit ? cur omnibus malis, quem diligebar, objecit ? 
Cum oporteret & beatum eſſe hominem, tanquam conjunttum 
& proximum Deo ; & perpetunm, ſicut eſt ipſe, ad quem colen- 
dum & contemplandum figuratns eſt. What adyantage can the 
barren yeteration of man yeeld to God, who is y happy, 
and knows no indigency? or, if he deigned to beſtow fo high 
honour upon man, as to create the whole world for his uſe, to cn- 
duehim wich wiſdome, to inauguratehim Lord royall of all li- 
vitg creatures, and loye him with as much affeRion and indul- 
=u as a Son; why did he yet make him mortal, and fo fatally 
ubjeR to fragility ? why expoſe him whom he adopted to a filial 
loye, to the invaſion of all kinds of eyill > when on the contrary, 
inall reaſon, man alſo ought to haye been both compleatly hap- 
ing allied to God, by a yery neer affinity ; and immor- 


he was configurated. 

Lncretizes alſo would not be exempted from aCting a part in 
this tragical ſcene; but ſcorning to come behind the moſt ad- 
yenturous Brayo, that had bid defiance to _— or be out- 
done by any in the feats of Atheilme : he not only'fucks all the 
yenoine in the former Arguments, but adds much —_—_ 
| M 2 - 


Fortifica:ion 
thereof by 8 
reaſ{ons. 


and diſtills it together through his quill into 8 reaſons, 

1. That God reaps no benefit by the fealty and doxologies of 
man : Quid enim immortalibus atque beatis gratia noſtra queat 
largirier emolumenti, ut noſtra quidquam cauſa gerere aggre« 
 derentur? 

2. That in caſe man had neyer had exiſtence, it could not 
haye been unpleaſant not to haye been atall. Qus —_— blan- 
dum vite guſtavit amorem, nec fuit in numero ; quid obeſt nog 
eſſe beatum ? What neyer knew exiſtence, can nere- know the 
want of bliſs : Nothing can feel no woe. 

3- That the greatett moity of the Earth is wholly barre and 


unprofitable to man. 


Principio, quantum Col tegit impetus ingens, 
Inde avidam partem montes, ſylueque ferarum 
Poſſedere : tenent rupes, vaſteque paludes, 

Et mare, quod late terrarum diſt inet oras ; 
Inde duas porro prope partes fervidus ardor, 
Aſſidunſque geli caſns mortalibus aufert, &e« 


4. That eyet: from thoſe narrow cantons: of the earth, which 
are inhabited, men reap no other haryeſt, but what themſelyes 
haye ſown, with unceſſant toyle ; nor doe they find any ground 
fruitfull, but what they haye manured with their own induſtry, 
and enriched with the ſale dew of their own laborious brows: 


2 ued ſupereſt arvi, tamen id natura ſua vi 
Sentibus obducat, ni vis humana reſiſtat, &c. 


5. That even thoſe fruits of the earth, which they haye ſo 
dearly earned, with the profuſion of ſo many ſhowers of ſwear, 
frequently miſcarry, and become abortive ; the hopes of the 
husband-man being often fruſtrated by the unexpeed interyet- 
tion of croſs ſeaſons, Uſtilagos or Blires, Mildewes, Sulphureous 
Meteors, late Froſts, high Winds, &c. 

6. Thartifneither the world, nor men, had eyer been exiſtent; 
their Ideas, had neyer falne under the conception of the divine 
anecllect, 7. That 
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7 That poor, weak, and fragil manis obnoxious to deftruRti- 
on by a thouſand divers contingencies ; the ravenous appetite of 
wild Beaſts, the deleterious res of Serpents, the conflagra- 
tion of Lightning, the contuſion of Thunderbolts, the eruption of 

akes, the arſenical eruQations of Minerals, the epide- 
mick contagion of Peſtilential Diſeaſes, kindled either by Ano- 
malous ſeaſons, Tempeſts, or malignant impreſſions in the aer ; 
theinyaſion of inteſtine infirmities, upon the ciyil war often brea- 
kin out berween the Heterogenciries of his bloud, or a mutiny of 
tis Elements ; and though he eſcape all theſe, yer doththe Palkic 
hand of Time ſoon ſhake down his ounce of fand, and then turn 
him oyer to be deyoured by oblivion, 


8, Tamporro puter, ut ſev4 projettus ab undis 
Navita, nudus humi jacet infans, indigns omni 
Vitai auxilio, cum primum in luminis oras 
Nixibns ex alvo matris natara profudir, 

V agituque locum lugubri complet, ut equum *t, 
Quoi tantum in vita reſtet tranſire malorum. &e, 


That Nature ſeems more a ftep-mother to man, then aty 
ether Animal ; having caſt him into the world naked, feeble, un- 
amd, unprovided for in all but want, and by his carly tears por- 
tending that deluge of calamities, which in cate he be ſo miſerable 
tofuryive his birth, muſt drown all the comforts of his life, and 
waſh him into earth again after a ſhort flight of time ; in brief, 
ſhe expoſeth him, as a baſtard, to be taken up and nurſed by the 
charity of that giddy headed goſſip, Fortune : who hath no 
ſooner ſmiled him into ftrength enough to ſuffer, but ſhe con- 
tafts-her browes, difinherits and abandons the deſolate wretch to 
all the hardſhip and affliftions, that the witty malice of Fate (to 
whom onr tortures are pleaſures, and the hoarſe groans of the 
nck ſound perfe& melody ) can either invent or inflict. 

And thus have we heard, in Summary, the plea of thoſe three 
eminent Leyellers, who endeyourcd to ſupplant man of his birth- 
right, to take away the prerogative of his nature, and reduce him 
to no greater a ſhare in the fayour of his Maker, then —” 
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of his fellow Animals. It comes now to our turn to exatnins 
whether their Arguments are ſtrong enough to carry the Cauks 


The Refutation. F: 


. That God, in his atcheivem of the Univerſe, had a principals 

Emer = gard to May, above all other the works of his hands ; wl 
he coral re- Nas ad > "WM 6d 

dirgu:ion conſidered him, ta»quam finem interjettum, as the Mediateey x 
thercofbya Secondary End, his own Glory being the Immediate or Pri 
commonſtrice or, more plainly, the end of that end : is clearly deduceable eg 
hae re benefit 5m this ; that man only among that infinite variety of natun 
inwobganny” Ine liſted in the inventory of the Creation, is conſtituted in a capacin 
man,was Gods Ws _—. 
ſecondary to ſatisfie that firſt end ; his intelleftuals, or cogitative eſſe 
end: and the being, by a genial verticity, or ſpontaneous propenſion, qualifel 
impoſſibility of zo admire, in admiration to ſpeculate, in ſpeculation to ach 
ew" ye ri ledge, in acknowledgement to land the Goodneſs, Wiſdome, 
day crexure Y Power of the Worlds Creator ; while the ignoble Faculties of 
bur man, con- other Animals areterminated in the inferior offices of ſenſe, ax 
cluded,from eyer attain aboye the inconſiderate operations of their brutal 
bis petites. And this one reaſon, if duely perpended, will be foi 

| T- of weight enough to counterpoize all thoſe empty frothy 
Rat onality. phiſms alleaged to the contrary : nor can any zquitable conſid 
ration ( if I rightly underſtand its yalue ) allow it to be au 
leſs then Apodiical. I fay if duely perpended : for weare 
raſhly to underſtand this peculiar Adequation or Przeminay 
of man to confiſt in the bare Vprightneſs of his Fignre, whit 
accommodates him Celum intweri , & ereftes ad ſidera t 
vultus. For, according to the yulgar acceptation of Erettmſi 
and as it is conſidered to be a poſition oppoſite to Proneneſs, 
the horizontal fituation of the Spina dorſs, or rack bones in At 
mals progredient with their bellies toward the earth : man ha 
no reaſon to boaſt a (ingularity therein. Since many other An 
mals, as the Pengnin, a kind of water fowle frequent upon tt 
ſtraights of Magellan ; the deyout infe& of Province, or Preps 
Dio, the praying Graſhopper, ſo called becauſe for the molt pan 
found in an upright.poſture anſwerable to that 6f man, _ 
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are elevated at his deyotions ; the Birowr , which my ſelf hath 
ſometimes obſerved ſtanding upright asan arrow falne perpendi- 
cular, and his eyes ſo adyanced, as to ſhoot their viſual beans 
int blank at the zenith, or yertical point of heayen ; all Plaxe 
Fites, that have the apophyſes or proceſſes of their ſpine carried 
laterally, or made likethe teeth of a Comb, as the Thornback, 
Plaice, Flounder, Soles, &c. and their eyes placed in the upper 
kde of their head, and fo _ directly upward ; and diyerſe 
others atraining an ereEneſs beyond his,and by reaſon of the ſubli- 
mimity of their faces taking a far larger proſpeR of the firmament. 
For man cannot look ſo highas the AquinoRial circle, unleſs he 
cither recline the ſpondils of his neck and loyns, or place him- 
fifin a ſupine poſition. And therefore Lattantins, though he 
conceived his argument impregnable, when he ſaid ( Lib.7 .cap.5.) 
Qued planins argumentum proferrs poreſt, & mundum homins, 
& hominem [4 canſſa Denm feciſſe,quam quod ex omnibus Ani- 
wantibus ſolns ita formatns eft, ut oculi ejus ad celum diretti, 
ies ad Deum ſpeftans, vulrus cam [ſus parente communis 
ft? to him that ſhall licerally interpret the ſame, cannot appear 
twhaye opt the mouth of centradition : unleſs perhaps we 
fhall afford him ſo much fayour, as to reſtrain the ere&nes of 
man to that preciſedefinition of our Maſter Galen ( De uſu part. 
bs. 1.) which allowes thoſe Animals only to haye an ere& figure 
whoſe ſpines and thigh bones are ſituate in right lines, For in this 
fit 6gnification , no Animal ( for ought Zoographers, or thoſe 
that write the Natural Hiſtories of living Creatures have diſcoye- 
red, or our ſelyes obſeryed ) can exacily fulfill that figure, but 
man;all others haying their thighs pitched at angles,cither right, or 
obtuſe,or acute,to their ſpines. And for this refpeR was it, that ha- 
ring premiſed, that Afar only was conftituted in a capacity to ſa- 
tirfie that prime end of the Creation,the glory of God;I thought ne- 
to ſubjoyn, his intellefbual or Cogitative ſoul pring natu- 

rally diſpoſed to admire,&c.thereby importing, that the baſis of my 
Argument was fixt upon the very root of his Eſſence, or better 
Bl Nature, as Plato calls it, whoſe propriety is /wr/wm; a/picere, 
tolook up to his original, and ſpeculate the excellencies of his 


Maker, And thus underſtood, 1 prefer Plates crymologie 
oft 
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2, 
Sermocing- 
t10%ts 


of avbewros, and am perſwaded that the primitive Gree | 


denominated man, q#aſs &yadp3yra & 3nors, Contemplant 
gue videt : nor can I conceive that Anaxagoras ſpake oty 
then tropologically, when being askt, cur nar eſſer, he 

and pathetically returned, wt viderer calnm & terras ; by tu 
figurative expreſſion intending, that man was made not to gay 
about or gaze upon the external beauties of heaven and 
with the dull eye of his body : but to haye his thoughts ſubling 
and with the acies of his mind ro ſpeculare the Wiſdome, &c. 
him that made them. Now by virtue of this divine Prerogay 
is it, that man is of undoubted right entituled to the efj alan 
and declared to be the Secondary end, or ſcope of the Creats, 
Bur farther co cxpatiate upon this manifeſt truth ; were to light 
candle to ſhew the Sun in the Meridian. 


Y 
Nor by thetitle of Cogitation only, doth man lay claim tot 
Pads Ava he inherits a ſecond Sn ao more nol * 
then any other Animal, whereby he is empowerd to fulfill&ſ 5 
principal deftination of the World, the glory of God : and tiff 
is Sermocination or Location. For the tongue of man only e th 
own that charaQer, %e2zaver Sranexlixdy, inſerviens ſermeci fo 
on; inſtrumentum, and can modulate the inſpired atr into an{l 
culate ſounds, and ſo intelligibly proclaim the majeſty of DX 
E fficient. This Laftantine wiſely urged againſt Epicwrm aut 
objeRive expoſtulation, Que wtilitas Deo in Homine, ute uh 
propter ſe faceret ? appoſitely oppoſing, /cilicet wt eſſer,qui op Er 
ejus intelligeret , qui providentiam diſponendi, rationem fu y 
end;, virtutem con[ummandi & ſenſu admirari, & voce Y| 
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wi poſſet, &c. and ( #n lib. de Ira Des cap. 13.) more plai thes 
he x4 Num & mutorum canſſa Denus rate - om cher 
quia ſnnt & rations & loquele expertia : ſed intelligimur6 kno 
:p/a eodem modo ad u{um homina a Deo fatta, &c. by 
As for that-couchant Dilemma of Vellesns, whether the World light 
was intended for the wſe of wiſe men, or Fools : tis ſoon extric- (i 
ted, by diſtinguiſhing the purpoſe af the Creator into General anlſſ%ir 
Particular : and fo returning, thatthe Goodneſs of God hadiY* l 


reſpeR tothe benefit of all» general; but of wiſe menin cls «ter 


- 


3 Why GadCreated the World. 


_—_— 


| i 
Now, if by 35/e mev, he mean ſuch, whoſe minds are imbued 
with the yr ee - _ and papers 
ight rules of morality ( who only, in the judgment of Phuloſo- 
__ challenge - 4 Artribure ) then is it not caſieto doubt, 
thatthe beneficence of God was loſt to them, or unadyiſedly 
xa uponthem ; fince their opportune, moderate, and grate- 

husbandry of chele bleſſings, though it cannor be ded (@ 

high as abſolute merit ; may yet reach ſo far as to jultifie the pru- 
dence of their donation, and manifeſt the provident collocation 
of than upon convenient ſubjeQs, 5. e;' upon ſuch as make it the 
coolapt butineſs of their lives to learn how rightly to uſe chem, 
and pratiſe that excellent leſſon, of imploying all things to the 
temporal lupportation, comfort, and improvement of themſelyes, 
and themſelyes to magnifie the bounty of chat hand, thac ſo free- 
ly beſtowed them. 
, And on the other fide, if by Fools he intend ſuch as are dege- 
aerated from the nobility of their nature, degraded below meer 
Humanity, that know no good beyond the prelent blandiſhmena 
offenſuality, and haye ſworn themſclyes voluntary captives to 
their own luxurious Appetites, ( and ſuch was the wiſe mans 
fol )then can neither the Juſtice of God be taxed for conferring 
ſuch rich fayours upon thoſe , that know only how to 
abuſe them ; nor his Przviſion diſparaged, as not foreſeeing the 
miſcarriage or. unfruitfulneſs of his charity : ſince he left it in the 
ubicrary power of their Wills to make an cleQion of Good or 
Evill, to turn to the right hand, and purſue the real and true de- 
patrons, or idle anche fell and be loſt in the deyiations 
{the only apparent and falſe pleaſures of vice: having ſer before 
them the means both of Sapience and Reſipiſcence, and furniſhed 
them with adyangages and oppertunities cither to acquire more 
knowledge, or at leaſt recant and diſclaim their ignorance. Or, if 
by Fools, he deſfigne ſuch as our common Ideots, in whom the 

Wight of Nature is totally eclipſed, by ſome native diſtemper, or 
ics oo-{ynunetrical configuration, er contingent concuffion of the 
bein, or Preſence-Chamber of the IncelleR : then allo is the caſe 
te lame with divine Prudence, ſquidem ex ip/orum defipientia,. 
Wrrerum [apientia effloreſcit & _—_ megis , hince the 
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diſparity which rs atthe conference of thoſe two contraria, 
infind the value of wiſdom. The fatisfattory force 
of this ſolution maturely perpended, ie can be repnced neither in.. 


cogitancy nor precipitation -in me to omit the prolix appropriats 
on of thoſe pertinent ſimil/irades; that the wary Natta: doth 


cukiyate and re his freld, as well: for the ferrility of Palſe,; 
Ee hekes hrnntageFalitgmmes, col teces pH 
na the fprou wil ous 

om fern gre re ef wholome, generous and 

that Priqces aceount Phebeians, as well 2s Nobles, members of 
their Common-weatth ;; nd that prepared 'his Table 
25 well toreceivetheblack of , as the" finer rouches of 
his Pencill,and the brighter gradual of Colours, in ernulatint 
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ESE neb endow hys- fuvorire 
inawer tality, but expoſed him to vhe hr Lp 
char-tho ſoul of tnan is; conflitured: immoral, and ſhall erjops 
being to all everniry andy Cp<s the- Charter of ies Eſſexee; and narer 
only, as M*. endeyours-to affert ('in Lett hice) 
—- demonſtration: + of this gratd truch, being too large tole 
circurſcribed-by a-Parenthaſis, or. foiſted in by way of digreifin 
Theve reſerved ra (gular Chapter-in the fixture» 


For thoſe remaining diffienkits contined jnde A & 


Lucretins bis 8. | Iracyorime; they arecalily ſalyad, by anſwering (i ly cordir 


 Fixſh, thavthemotive which inclined: the divine Wi rom 


the Would; was. not-any poſſilylicy wry 
-* Gail from the-yanaration yoneration- and \ gratitude of mace: bur 
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tary diffuſion of his own communicative goodnels, in chief; and 
the benefit of man, as ſubſeryient thereto. 


Second, that though that Axiome be undeniable; Now entic 
non ſunt accidentia, and therefore it could haye been no trouble to 
us, not to have been at all ; yet that invincible relutancy againſt 
Adzibilation, radicated in way Bae entity, is demonſtration 
enough, that to be, is far better then not to be, and we our ſelves 
experimentally find, chae tis one degree of happineſs to have ob- 
appaniPoner becauſe > 4 . a meer Privation ; to 
be ſomething, attains to jon of. Reality. Upon which 
ground many have creed a .conjeRure, the, the deyill himſelf 
would not conſent to his own Adnihilation, though he might 
enade his torments by the bargain : with ad e preferring 
the miſerable condition of onnting, roche honid cracky of 


mr — INN 
the utility of men, on the Amplicwde and. Variety 
his work, they might colle& matter ſufkcient to incite them to the 
conſtant contemplation of his #3/dowe, and gratcfull acknow- 
| of his Mwunificence : as allo, that having obſerved 
what of the Creatures were leſs commodious, they might be di- 
mired in. their eleRion of the more commadiaus. and beneficial, 
2 well for their Conſeryation as Delight. 


Faxrth, that the labours of Agriculture axe ſnperfluous, and 
winks undergo by man, more for the maintainance of his 
delicacy and inordinate nxwry, then the proviſion of Neceſſaries 
ta bis: lycly Since t liberal earth, which is Mother, 
Nuck and Puryeyer toall other Animals, cannot be thought in- 
hoſpitable ro man only,nos {o cruelly penurious as to exclude her 
het gueſt from participating the inexhauſtible boity of her table, 
And though we grant ſome moderate labour neceſſary in order to 
thecomforta ble (uſteatation of our prodigal bodieg always 
the expence; yet have we good caule to efteem. that more 2 Þ 
thena Guile, fince the teat of induſiry is-\weet, Notouly 
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cauſethe ative genius of man is conſtellated for buſineſs, and 
therefore neyer more oppreſt then with the burthen of idleneh, 
but alſo becauſe the ſprightly hopes of a wealchy harveſt ſweet 
2nd compenſate the labour of ſemination. Nor is the contentment 
whichgrowes from ingenious Husbandry much below any othe 
iolace of the mind /in this life; if we way credit the experience of 
many Princes, who having forferted on the diftraQtions of royal. 
fy, have voluntarily gw the magnified pleatures of the C oun 
{ magnified only by ſuch ambitious Novices, who neyer diſcoye. 
red the gall that lyes at the bottom of thoſe guilded ſweets ) and 
with ineſtimable adyantage exchanged the tumult of their 

for the privacy of Granges ; have foimd it 2 phakery we 
cultivate the obedient and gratefull carth, then rule that gidd 
beaſt, the multirude;- a happier entertainment of the mind, 
more wholſome excrciſe of the body, ro hold the ealie plough, 
then ſway an unweildy Scepter, and revell in the infatuating pomy 


of greamels, 
- Fifth, that thoſe prepoſterous ſeafons,Blights, Mildews, Cos 


buſtions, &e. tactive accidents, that make the propnaceny 
ſuffer abortion, and ſo nip the forward hopes. of the laboriow 
fwain ; doe neither 'interyene {o frequently, nor invade fo gexe- 
yally, as to introdnce an univerſal famine, or ſo cut off all 
yifion, as'notto leaye a ſufficient ſtock of Alimentfor the fiſts 
tation of mankind. 


$3xth, that the divine Intefle& was the uniyerſal 
to it ſelf, framing the types or ideas both of the world anddf 
man. within it ſelf, and accordingly configurating them, This may 
be evinced by an ent 4 mmors ; ſince eyen our ſelyes hayes 
power to delagn and model ſome arrificial engine, whoſe 
or idea'we never borrowed from any thing exiſtent without the 
eircle of our ſelyes, bur coyned in the ſolitary receſſes of our mind, 
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Seventh, conceming mans being obnoxious to the injury 


| Contingencies, as the yoracity of wild þeafts, the yenome of 


Sepens the conflagration'of Lighming, the contagion of the 
| Ris 


3 


- 


| "Chap. 3. oy Why God Created the World. 


Peflilence, the corruption of ſwarms of other diſeaſes both epide- 
mick and fporadick, &c, thar'all theſe are the regular feds oft 
GodsGenerall Providence, and have their cauſes, times, and fina- 
kties preordained, and inſcribed in the diary of Fate, to whoſe 

cience nothing is contingent . But of this more fatisfaRorily 
in our ſubſequent conſideration of uniyerfal Proyidence ; whither 
in fritgels of method, it refers it (elf. 


Eight. har whis complaint againft the unkindneſs of Nature, 
for producing man, tender, naked, unarmed, &c. is groſly un- 
jſt, For the imbecillity of our Infancy is neceſſary to the per- 
feftion and maturity of thoſe noble organs, contrived for the ad- 
miniſtration of the mandates of that Empreſs, the Cogitant Soul ; 
and is amply compenſated cither by the vigor mm of 
the ſenſes, or by diuturnity of life. It being oblerved by Natura- 
bfts, thar thofe Animals which live long, have a long geftationin 
the womb, a long infancy, and attain bur ſlowly totheir maturity 
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tim, Aungmentation,State and Declination, ing ſet and 
nional intervals .cach to. other; as that erat? noble Philly 
her, Sealiger hath hinted, in his correRtion of that fabulous rra- 
of rhe exttemeTongzyity of Deer in theſe words: De ejus 
vite longitadine fabulaztur, neque enim ant geſt atio. ant incre= 
mntum hinnglorum ejuſmodi ſunt, ut. praſtent argumentum 
lmgevi Animalis. As for his being born naked; tis no disfa- 
your, nor negle& in her, for that cumberſom wardrobe of rages, 
which man hath gotten upon his back, is-become A 
by the deficacy of his education and cuſtom, nor1o.intended by 
taturein the primitive ſimplicity and eucrafie of his conflirution; 
when there needed nothing but the sKin cicher tro warme, or adorn 
he body. Laſtly, thoſe Armes, which Nature hath denied hicms 
ther he wants not at all, or his own ingenious hands can provide 
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and Randard of growth ; the four genetal motions of life, Incep- 
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T he General' Providence of God, 


DgMONSTRATED. 


$Suzcrt, L 


Article 1. 
The Authors | 
reaſons for his 
preſent adhe= Bil 
renceto the 
common diſ- p | 
criminarion of ra] concertunent, 

Providence the, L; Ten 


I have promiſed roilluſt 
carure all Nations and Ages have readily ful | 
and therefore I am pot neceſficared! here | 
, —_ the qa .and roms 
5pm r 10 avoydance miſconception, tg 
_ when 1 ſoy, rhe Creation of the World ex nib 


maſe geEe Canſervation. ck the fame ip its primitive 
wha ious Coefficiency of cauſes ſubordinate, are 
operations of the Wiſdome and Power of the Firſt cauſe ; In 
not intend,that thoſe are 4s really diſtin cach from other (fl 
inthe demenfſiration of the Exiftence of God tis plainly, thou 
ſuccinAly mm that the Conſervation of the Univerſe u 4 
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The AR of Conſervation of alithings in their originary fations; : 
a6d the petperual obedience of all Reed Caufes, mh cherr ſeveral —_—— 
motions, to the laws of his will, that ctemenred them ; _ on andreceived - 
been called Providence divine :Which derived high enough s. Diviſion of di-- 
"Y , the conflunt operation of an infinite Wiſdow, aye vine Provt>- 
road wer, combined in the effeflon of an finite Godyeſe, This. *n<* 
. idence ( forto thar Appel cok # moſt ancithe Adi. 
_— Tn at, fr Tha ten) oh Oo: 
have branched int Gewvy of the 
whole 1ſniverſe + atininifited : a Parricuter, of [pttial, 
whathy God doth take ſpecial care ofmibkited, art e the: 
affeirs of his rikaffer=price. NENT ay Divi. 
here bar my F ftcetits OLE 
its, who have ptoclaimed open hoftiliry a | 
wn ; and the other to ſubdie-chofe, that have claved 
fibe Serond, 
Article 
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"The Colonelt to thar black that foul the + 
he Works by _ At _ lit « 
nique records of Stobans ( Ecl. Tany—— +25.) we Fc finde Mitt 6 logiſts, who, in 
fue of oblivion, was the fit chat appeattd inthe etl” 
wwe are told by Neweſinr ( Dt nar. Pow to.) But WHoEvet- Providence: 
dns ( Cittre 4; Aeatem:) Strats (Jade #f Diviehr'n. ) Ewetite ound: cured 


of the governrient of che 
rchy, is nerally accounted E Tok Vur he avth&- echo Ne Pin 
lave been no morethen order to- _ 
dite Grecian oo pp whoſt doin Hep ee ct, 
Providence; anti nvt torts after” firtteridied* rhe” _y 
Democritns the elder, vote te ſirceefſbtr was Hoare, = 
erity 
ket up the yan, was cloſely followed by any bath of th&farns 8a gearle cure 
ad ſucceeding ages ; the” molt ettiinert” wiitresf Wert Dizear- of S-Hieroms 
(lirw'e Nars Deot. 3.) Lxcteths ( ZMv0. efvr 4. 5 ViM#r fe from the 
( Cicero: ſame, . 


ky 


CO R—_Sr ac att cl 


"Fe General Providence of God, demonſtrated. Chap.4y 


wag 1'0y Deor. 1. ) Lucian ( in bus Accns, ) who likes 


acetious villain, perſonates wp complaining of the oppreſſigy. 


of oyermuch bulinels ; nay* the deyout Father S. Hierow. ( is 
Comment. in Abac.) ſeems to have eſpouſed the quarrel, though 
doubtleſs upon another intereſt. His words I ſhall faithfully tray. 
ſcribe for two important reaſons. Firſt becauſe I would not ap- 
to haye fixt a ſcandal upon fo yenerable a Pillar of our 
Church, who otherwiſe hath deſerved ſo amply of the Chriſtian 
faith ; that the conſideration of the tranſcendent merits. of his 
ious labours had once almoſt perſwaded me to beleive the poſh 
Gliry of juſtification by works. Secondly, to deliver his memory 
from the imputation of impiety ; for it may be naturally colleRed 
from the ſyntax and ſcope of his diſcourſe, that it was a noble 
efteem which he had of the majefty ofthe Divine Nature, whom 


he thought too fully taken up with the blisfull contemplation of 


his own ions (in truth, the only Felicity God can be cx 
pable of )to be concerned in ordering the trifling occurrences of 
the world ; and not. any conceit of the inſufficiency of omni 

tence, that caſt him ow this rock. Cererum abſurdum of 


( fays he ) ad bec Dei deducere majeſt atens #t ſciat per moments 


ſengula, quot naſcantur culices, quatve meriantur : quot th 
micum & pulicum & muſcarum fit in terra multitudo : quanti 
piſces in aqua natent, & qui de minoribus majoram prede tt» 
dere debeant. Non fimus tam fatui Adulatores Dei, ut dum 

_ Fentiam ejus ad ima detrahimns, in nefipſos injurioſi ſimus, can 
dem rationabilium, quam irationabilinm Providentiam efe 
dicentes, 
So that his diminution of the uniyerſality of Providence, may 

: often the pardonablc effe& of immoderate deyotion, and buta 
high ftramed deſcription of the glory. of that eſſence, whichin 


\*@ fic truth, can be concerned innothing bur itſelf; and muſt then 


appear to be underyalued, when moſt magnified by the extenſion 
of its influence to petry and trivial mutations, and conceived to 
at a | aa rr gory yo of Flies, order the militia of Piſmire, 
and decree what, and how many Gnats ſhall be deyoured 
(wallowes in.a furmers day. But as for Epicxrs, and the n 
of that miſcreant crew ; tis more then probable, __ 
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different intereſt inveigled them into this dangerous. error. Fox, 
firſt, their own writings bare record, that they made it-thegrand 
ſcope of their ſtudics to promote Atheilme, by plotting how to 
indermine the received beleif of an omniporent erernal Being, 
w murder the immortality of the Soul ( the baſis of all religion ) 
and deride the Compenſation of ou and evil ations after death, 
In particular, Epicwrus did not bluſh to ptofeſs that the chief end 
at which his Phyſielogy was collineated, was this ; »t mens ex 
perſpeftis canſis conquieſcat, neque aliam eamque divinan ſub- 
eſſe cauſam ſuſpicando, felicitatem imterturbet. And Secondly, 
the grounds upon which they ereed this deteſtable negation of 
univerſal Providence, may ſufficiently fatisfie a heedfull enquirer; 
that not any intenſe honour or yeneration of the moſt perfeRt and 
happy nature,tranſported their minds to this height of deluſion;:but 
rather a confirmed infidelity of the infinity EV Wiſdome and 
Power which is affirmed by us,that maintain the diffuſion of Pre- 
vidence over all, and deſcry the finger of Divinity in the ſmalleſt 
ations of inferior cauſes, though ne're ſo contempriblein the eyes 
of Hymane reaſon, But a more ample knowledge of this doth 
it df to our thoughts, in the particular examination of their Ar- 
guments : to which we therefore immediately addrofs. 


The Firſt Argument they drew from the apparent -mcompati- article 
bility of buſineſs and happineſs ; - or more plainly , from. the vaſt The Atheifs 
_ between the blisfull condirion: or comemplatiye quiet firſt Argument 

the ſupreme Nature,: and the trouble, or dif e( for ſo 2gainſt univer= 
deir ignorance unfitly apprehended it ) that mult ariſe fromthe Providence; 
overfight and managery of ſuch infinite yariery of ARions, as $4 malicious 
areeyery minute performed within the immenſe Amphitheatre of '&vthmenc of 
the World. For Epicarns, indiſcreetly attempting to take the Lugretixs there- 
altitude of the Divine [mtelle, by- the unequal Ficob -ſtaffe of 
the Harare ; raſhly inferred, that it could not beextended be- 
low the ſphear of its own manſion, and that no Intelligence 
could be fo large, as not to be oyerwhelmed by that Ocean of 
Cares, that muſt flow from the multitude and diyerfity of con- 
unyal emergencies here below; This he. contrated into that ſen- 
tence ; Quod oft beatwm & — neque fibs habet, neque 
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alteri exhiber megorinns + which fo pleaſed him, that be repunl 
kt a Cormerſtont in thefabrick of ſcience, and enatted it to ſand 
in the front of thoſe Sewrewie” rare, which he dared Scepticiy 
xhall. 
br Nor did his (edulous Commentator Lucreriws, recede an in 
from the fame texr ; but fondly commenſurating the power ef 
an finite wiſtome, by the narrow capacity of his own fixit 
reaſon, preached tothe world , 'that to aſcribe the government of 
ſublunary a#airs zo the Gods, was impiety in the inference, and 
muſt implicitly deftroy the fundamentals of their Divinity, which 
n _ up of Bearirade _ Emrmoreality, neither of which can 
confift with the iſquier,and impetuous anxiecy of mi 
wry died 5y wry lo vaſt and tumuttuous rw Are 
wealth, as this 'of the World, (muſt introduce. For when he 
woukdt'mpofc,thar the ſhoakders of Divinity,though @ real Arle, 
are rob weak'to ſuffain fo great a weight, as that of RefFor Gem 
Mel; oder v pretext of tender zeal (forfooth) he infimulet 
<p prophanation, —_ Hind, {os ow eff 190 
1, th #e- wwtviplies winifterio poſiunnt, as Pliny expreſiat: 


Nam ( prob! Suntbu Devon tr anquilin pettora pace, 
ys placidum degunt evam, wry {rms ) _y" 
| s rexeve inrnen fs ſmnemans ? nu habere profunds 
| - 27 wart eſt. modrranmer ras rh 4 
2 planwer Ci lor omnois convertere ?'- amnels 
1 g nibms 'acbereioterras fſuffire feraceis '? 
' "Omnibus 'imque tecis efſe omni tempore preſto , 
Nabibus ur fuciat tenebras, calique ſerena 
'Cmcauriat ſonion ? rum fulmina mittat, & adees 
Sepe ſwas t5fhurber ?'& in diverſarecedens | 
Wet, erxercens rel wn ; quod [epr nocenteis | 
Prayerit, 0 vaniniatqur indig ues, inque merenteis! &c.liba, 


-Ah'! face the happy and immortal Powers 

Fr rs melt-their eternal houres, 

Feaflting oni/e/f<exjopment:; whoxan 

The naineof Nevwre ? Who command:the Dory 7 
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Ghap.4- The General Providence of Gad, demonfras, 
To wind about the ponderous Sphears, what arme 
Hath ftrength enough > what [nfluexce can warme 
The fruicfull earth wich Fires etherial> who 
Can fill all places, and all ations doe ? 
To veil the face of Light with fable clouds, 
And wrap thelucid :&y in ſulph'ry ſhrouds : 
Whole Corsſcations iplit the fluid acr, 
Convell the feet of Rocks, and with deſpair 
Aﬀe&t poor Aortalsinto Quick il ver : then turn, 
And with Granadoes his own T emples burn : 
Then dart his flames at Inmecence, and wound 
Virtue, while guilty Vice continues ſonnd ? 


— "I 


Their other Argument is extrated from the conceived Un- Article 5. 
certainty and irregularity of Contingencies, and the wnequal Their ſecond 
diſpenſation of Land evill; all things feeming to fall out accor- Argument : and 
ding to the oiddy lottery of Chance, and as confuſedly as if there = 
were no Providence at all, This may be colleQed as well from —_ mabarny 
that ſpeech of Epicarws, charged upon him by that beroick Cham- —_ hs 
pan of Divine Monarchy, Lattenrins ; Nulla diſpoſitio eſt, Theirregulati- 
wulta enim fatta [aunt aliter, quam fiers debnerant : as from ty of comin- 
the context of his Phyſiology, wherein having made it his Hypo- gencies : and 
theſis, that all bodies both caleſtial and nary were atfirſt 
I configurated by Fortune, 5.e, aroſe to ſuch and ſuch particular 
- 8 figures, by the caſual ſegregation, convention and complexion of 
| the General matter, divided into ſeveral mafles ; and that, by 

the inclination of their convenient Figares, they were adliged to 

ſuch and ſuch peculiar ſotions, and accommodated to the ne- 

ceſſary cauſation of determinate viciffitudes : he proceeds to re- 

© If duceall ſucceeding events in the World to that primitive ſeries 

dit, Þ of Cauſes, which made their own ſpontaneous eruption out of the 

Chaos, and attained tothe certain rules of their future aRivity, at 

te lame time they attained to their diſtinRions arm rr. 

nating that chain of cauſalities, Natwre, and holding her 

to be her own Dire&reſs, and by the law of innate tendency ob- 

" bged to a perpetual continuation wr ————__" 
S | A | 
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clamation of Pontanss ( Lib. 1. de Stellis, ) 
Did vexare Deos fruſtra juvar.? ordine certo- 
Fert Natura vices ; labuntar & ordine certe- 
Sydera ; tam varios rerum patientia caſus. 
Illa ſues peragunt motus, ſervanrque tenorem 
Sorte datum, Cc. 


What boot's-itman with fruicleſs praiersto fret 
The Ears o'th Gods ; when Natures Laws are et, 
Beyond Repeal or. Alteration ? 

The radiant Lamps of heaven ſtill moye on: 

In their old tracks: nor canthe Planets ſtray, 

In all their wandrings, from their native way ; 

Or change that Texor, which at firſt they gor 
Confign'd unto them, by their-proper Lo. 

The reſult of all which is,thatEpionras would perſwade,that the 
Uniycrſeis 2 Commonwealth, wherein eyery ſingle member is, by 
the ſignature and neceffity of its particular conſtitucion, inftruded 
in, and impelled upon the preciſe performance of its peculiar 
office ; ſo as not to want the direQtion of any. Superintendent, ot 
to conform to the direRions of a General Conncel : and ſeemsto 
allow this only difference berween the univerſal Polirie of th 
World, and the particular. Republique of mankind ; that in thy, 
men frequently make deflexions- fromthe general ſcope, by res 
ſon of the ſeductionsof their unſtable and irregular judgments ; but 
in that all individuals. punfually keep to their primitive afſis 
tions,and ſo conſpire to the {atisfattion of the common intereft, by 
reaſon of the conſtancy, of their natures, and unalterable 
of their forms, And this Abridgement of hisdo@tine,P /utarch(, 
Fato ) hathprepared to our hands, when perſonating, Epicurs, 
he thus argues ;  Nulla eſt opus ſapientia ordinis snſtruendiin 
exercits, fi militum. quivis ſua [ponte noverit locum, ordinem, 
ftationeen, quam accipere debet & tuers : neque etiam opus ol 
roribys, Fabrifve murariis, fi aqua illeic ultro affiuat indiges 
tibs irrationeplantis ; heic lateres,ligna, lapideſque eas, natmi 
dace,; motiones atque inclinationes ſubeant, quibus in [ua lo, 
Snque expetitam concinn-ratem coeant, Cc, Noy 


rated, Chap.4/ 
the firſt minute of rhe worlds compoſure; according to that ex 
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Chap:4. The General Providence of God, demonſtrated. 
| Now for the other part of the Argument, viz, the unequal 2. 
diſtribution of Good and Evill, and the ordinary intervention of The unequal 
many effefts incon/iſtent with the juſtice and righteous admini- or injult di- 
ſtration of Divinity : this is clearly hinted by Lacretias, who a w— = 
makes it the main ſcope of his ſixth Canto, to alienate mens. minds STE 
from the beleif of an U niver/al moderator, by ſeyeral inflances of 
evcuts, that ſeem to hold too viſible an affinity ro Temerity and 
Inconſider ation,to have any relation ar allto the judicious method 
ie to Providence ; and particularly towers himſelf oyer 
that one example of the Thunder-bolt, as if his reaſon had flown 
to a pitch aboye alt poſſibiliry of contradiction,: when yer the 
ſummary of all- that bold diſcourſe, abſtractcd by an imparrial 
kand , amounts to no more then this, 
Since we obferve the Thunder-bolt ( 1+) Fo be, for the moſt 
part, difcharged onthe heads-of the /nnocenr, and not-the Guilty: 
(2, ) Tobatter Sanfta Detim delubra, the Temples ofthe Gods 
themſelyes, more frequently then common buildings: (3.)To 
beidly ſpent at random, upon the ſea and yoid Campanias; and 
ſo ſeems not to have been the Artillery of Divize Vengeance, pre- 
pared for the puniſhment of tmpious mortals: ( 4. ) Tobe gene- 
rated, like other meteors, by natural. Cauſes, being a ſulphureous 
exhalarion compaRed in the clouds, and thence darted ala wolee, 
or at a yenture, on whatever is fituate in thelevel of. its projeCtion: 
It appears an abſurdity of rimerous ſupetrſticien to beleive, that 
excry Gngle occurrence is przordained: by 375/dom, or that all ex- 
temporary Accidents have their przſcripts in the book: of Fae. 
And theſe are the Geliab objeRions, or nerves of the Atheilts 
RemonRtrance againſt Univerſal Providence ; which though ma- 
ny ofthe Fathers, and particularly S. Clement ( in 5. Strom.) 
lave decreed to be filed amongſt thoſe impieus queſtions, that 
deſerye no anſwer but a whip, like the doubts of a Mahomeran in 
point of faith : yer fince promiſe hath made irmy-duty; to ct» 
deyour the demonſtration of the Actributes of the divine nature 
( ſuch at leaſt as occurre to the contemplation of a meer Philoſo- 
per, who hath wholly referred himſelf to the Teſtimonies of the 
ight of Natwre ) by the 'conyiction- of Reaſonalone; I am 
confident ſo clearly and fully ro confute , that no man,. = 
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remain a Sceptick, as to this parucula r. | 


Sxcr. ll. 


The Vindicatiop. 


Article x, "It I plead the general conſent of all Nations and Agerin 

_ wane Fs acknowledgement of Providence z for, according to the 
"x Logical Canons even of Epicurns ( apud Gaſſend. in Animad. 

Providence is B : 

Prolepticalz in= verſ, in Canonic. Epicuri ) any motion, that is held in common, 

ferred from the and by long preſcription grown into xoylv dy8lg&mwy mgiann, 

univertality of 4yticipation , ought not to be doubted of ; as being its om 

pam Criterion, and from which there lies no farther Appeal. 


Articlez, Now that all Nations haye met in one Chorus to proclaims 
From the mlſ- ynjyerſal and abſolute ſoyeraignay of Proyidence, cannot be obs 
placed devo” (cre to any , that have , bur with half an eye , glanod 

o"rers. onthe Records of Antient and Cuſtomes of Preſent ; or but can, 
fidered, that eyen the of the moſt flupid and barbar 
le that everliyed, doth plainly commonttrate, that they pai 
their ſacrifices and ofizons, as homage to ſome Power, whi 
held the rains of ſecond Cauſes, and could difpoſe them to the 
produftion of good or eyil eyents, according to his own bene- 
$; and therefore not only in publique Calamities, as W; 
eftilence, Famine, &c, but alſo inthe private diſtreſſes of =. 
Family and Perſon, they immediately addreſſed themſelyestothe 
SanAary of their deyotions, hoping by that mcans to appeake 
the anger of that flexible hand, har had the arbitrary donaue 

Article 3 of happineſs and miſery, 
{Mon of moſt That all Phitofophers alſo ( who being generally repured wi 
enon Or mo 
Philoſophers fritn, and all 'rheix very Teners exemplary ; could not but draw 


ofche higheſt {hole hoals of ander-heads into the fircam ——_ 


hath not \udbornly pat ourthe eye of his ſoul, ſhall in the fins 
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gpyein their vates on the fide of Providence ; cannet caft much 

ojle to luftrate : ir being obvious, firlt, thar 

Ecphantas,with moſt of that elder (o6t ,who gave ia their games I. 
tothe dotrine of Atoms, did yet eſtabliſh the neceflazry conceili- Ecphantas. 
on of tome univerial Moderator, and unanimouſly referred the or- 

dination of all contingents, as well fraquent as rare, auſpicious 

2nd maulpicious, popular and domeftique, to the arbitrary dil- 

polal of one common Pilot, who fate at the helme of this great 

yeſſd, the Univerſe. ( Leg. Stobewm in Ecl. Phyſ.) 

Secondly, that _ ——_ held the World to be Nor- .. 
yrixcipiate, or tohave been , as never tohaye been-yaung, P/azo, 
did yet notwithſtanding candemn the delirium of mu and 
cencluded the guberngtion of all upon the /apreme Intelligence - 
For Flatolerrs forfirongly canvitted,;and his realgn fo nidepdy 
raviſhed:inco the armes of Divine Providence ; that, though he 
inclined co the crernity of the World, he yer.canceded the pro- 
duQion thereof in time, as a neceflary Hypathelis, or foundati- 
co,whercon he might rhe more Gamcly.ctedk bis luperficucture of 
tuareagiſtcrialTruch, which-atberwite waudd:have been impoſſh- 
blego be made. out, vis. Fe anincr/al Aibniniftration of Pro- 
videwce. And'thys much'he frequently declared, 1» Lib. de Legi- 
bur: in-Epinowide, or is Times morc exprefly ; out of which 
meditation :P/arearob ( De procreat. Anim ar Times, de Fats) 
callo&ed|his eriparite diſinQion of Providence. Prime eniav 
{Gayshe?) o&+ frprema, eſt Primi Dei inteliigentia, ove mane, 
veluntas benefica erga res amars ; qua primne ſingle divine 
mromnino optine ac pulcherrime ordinate ſwnt : ſecunda ecun- 
darwns drorums per calum incedeutinns qua res mortales ordinate 
fiunt, & fingulorum generum conſtantia at que ſalus procuratwr: 
Tanrtianon 1nepte dicutnr Provideutia, & P rocar ati Genierum, 
985 Circa rerrans collocgti, hnmanarwm attionum uftodes arque 
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The Stoicks. 


5. 
The Arcade- 


micks and 
Scepricks. 


and therefore limited his juriſdiction to the caleftial orbs ::yg 
was he forced to confelsthe impoſſibility of the worlds ſubliftence 
in the due harmony and requifite order of all its motions, withay 
the conſtant regulation thereof by Providence, as Laertins, The 
odoretns, Stobens, and other of his moſt judicious Expoſitors hay 
aflured us. And upon this conſideration was it, that the good 
Father, Origen allowed him to have been one degree leſs impiay 
then Epicurns. Nay Cicero ( 2. de Natar. deorum) makes hin 
upon ſecond _ to have profeſſed a recantation, by allow 
it;g the ubiquity of the divine Wiſdome, and extending the ame 
of Proyidence, which he had formerly ſhortned and terminate 
in the loweſt ſphear, even to the meancſt of ſublunary paſlags, 
introducing him diſguiſed ( doiubtleſs' ro preyent the diſhonog 
of unconſtancy to his own principles ) under a third perſon tellin 
a tory of ſome, 2 ui-poſt evam tranſattum in locis ſubterraui;, 
& repente emerſi., intuitique hanc ordinem rerum, ipſum fn 
numine eſſe non poſſe arbitrarentar. 


Thirdly,that the Sroicks, albeir upon that yulgar' profungt 
that to aſſign the procuration of all minute and trivial occurengs 
to that N atwre,which is all Felicity and 2 niet wasimplici 
infringe the right hand of its divinitygthey abridged its empire,anl 
limited its influence to the more weighty and popular actions d 
mankind only; were howſoeyer zealous aſſertors of Providences 
manifeſt from thar ſaying of Corr reproving Balbxs, an eminax 
Stoick ( ap#ud- Cicer. de natur, Deor. 3.) At enim minoralh 
neque agellor fingulorum , nes viticulas proſequuntur ; net} 
wredo, ant grande quidpiam nocuit, id Tovi animadvertends 
fmir ; nec inregnus quiaem reges omnia minima curant : ſic ent 
dicitis, 8c. 

And laftly, that the Academicks and Scepticks were oft 
fame perſwaſion; howeyer being carried againſtthe ſtream of a 
Affirmative learning, by the contrary tide of their own Negative 
humor, and obliged to fall foul upon all truths, -in defenceel 
their own affected Neſcience; they have been obſerved tohart 
had ſome light skirmiſhes with the Champians of Provident" 
Nor need we acquieſce in the bare affirmation bereof, whilew*® 
any man, that ſhall with equanimity and attention =_—_ 
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their tender arguments againſt the opinion of general Providence, 
with thoſe more finewy C— reaſons of their proleſ neu- 
taliy in many other notions; there will offer ic ſelf a fair ground 
for more then conjeRure, that they purpoſely contrived them ſoft, 
c, and difſoluble, that ſo they might ſeem neither to quit 

their habit of contradiftion, nor yet to dare the ſubyerſion of 
catholick poſition, to which all men (thoſe few of the black 
of Hell, whom we lately nominated, excepted ) bad ſub- 
cribed, and which the diQtates of their own domeftick orade;, 
Reaſon, had confirmed as ſacred and uncontrollable. To which 
we may annex the teſtimony of Gaſſendss, who (in Animadverſ. 
in lib, 10. Diogen. Laert. de Phyfiologia Epicars pag. 731.) 
ſpeaking conjunGtively of both thoſe ſefts, ſaies thus : wt arga- 
wentats/nut adverſns Providentiam, ſic opinioni de providentia 
ſuam probabilitatem fecerunt, neque ſaltem ea fronte fuerunt, 
ut eſſe providentiam abſolute inficiarentar, 


- 


Now to take the juſt dimenſions of this Argument, let us al- ax; 
low it, like Zanws, to have two faces ; ahd then ſurvey the aſpeRt _— 
ofeach a part. On one hand it looks Abſolute and Apodiftical: the induQtion + 
onthe only Perſwaſive. and — 

ApodiBbical ; fince the univerſality of any beleif ( ſuch eſpeci- be dpodiflicel 
ally, as hath eyer been attefted cyen by thoſe, who have made the gn one fide ; 

eſt ſearch into its fundamennals, and fireyned every nerye and on the 

inthe whole body of reaſon to demoliſh it, ) is no obſcure proof, ber oaly per- 
tat ir muſt be one of thoſe xjuuele, tyros , or Implantate Now [4** 
ties, which the fame hand, that made our nature, hath engrayen 
a the table of our minds, and leſt it not in the power of our de» 
prayed Wills totally to obliterate, 

That there are ſome 1mplantete Notions, no man, who hath 
but learned the Alphaber of his own Nature, will diſpute. Nor 
vitlels certain, thar all Philoſophers have decreed Anticipation 
( which Ariftorle ( 5n 1, Poſter. 1.) calls rpovmigyuony yromy, 
Preexiſtentem cognitionew ; and Cicero hath | (x de 
Nat. Deer.) notionem menti infitam, & anteceptam quandam in 
anime informationem) to be the Touch-ſtone of verity: nay Eme- 

cu; himſelf forgot his ——.—_ when he came 
| to 
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to this point, and orew poſitive ( adverſ. Gramm. & adver 
Ethic.) wm Cilliv, ure amgay 3) dyev monies , thats 
man could fo much as enquire, or doubt of any thing withou 


Prenotion 


And that the Notion of the worlds regiment by uniyerl 
Providence, is one of thoſe propofitious, 2ue ſunt in nobis ady 
antiques ut vis, ex que eſſe & ſentire copimns, evaſerimnus infer. 
wati : which, like letters carved onthe bark of a young plan, 
are imprefled upon our yery IntelleR, and grow > rogether with 
us; is already proyed collaterally and upon induRtion, in ou 
Demonſtration of the Exiſtence of God : tor therein it is cleared, 
that the excelent fdea, which we have of the Supreme Bering, 
contains af PerfefFions whatever, and among the reſt, that nell 
Attribnce, Creator ; which to him that ſhall attentiyely confide 
the nature of D#ration, muſt ſound one and the ſame thing, wid 
Conſervator, or Governonr. 


On waſive ; fince humane AuRority, conſidered perſy 
but deiciss 380 Argument, and ——_ but when Jar. 
ted with others more rational, into one ſyndrome or mul 
ptex demonſtration : nor is the concentration of all mens mind 
im one and the fame affercion, an infallible Criterion of its yeri 
For the judgement of man in general{ lycs open to the fowkes 
ments of Error, and the common infermity of humane natures 
not only diſcoyerable in the groſs and yifible deluſions of 
heads { whoſe buſineſs is to beleive, not examine ) bur hath 
quently broken aut upon the foundeft brains, and confeſt it ef 
Epidemjcal in the abſurd miſtakes of the reſt Criricks d 
Truth, eſpecially in the promotion and tranſmiſſion of opinion 
Hhzredigary and tradicional, 
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Er us not, therefore, entruſt the ſupportation of ſo weighty a 
Liu to that fragile reed of Antiorit ; but give our ſelyes 
liberty co imagine, thatno man eyer belciyed or afferted an uni- 
yerlal Providence:and having thus deveſted our minds of all Pre- 
ſumption, or Anticipation, expoſe them as tables newly deraſed 


to receive the pure impreſſions or fincere documents of the Light g. ae on our 


Natsre ; conyerting our contemplations, Firſt upon the 
Natwre of God, and thence upon the moſt exatt order and confe= 
deracy of all ſecondary ma in the world, 

Firſt, I fay, let us ſer our reaſon a work upon the natwre of the 
Firſt Cauſe, or Eternal Bring , and order Our cogitations thus. 
The ſame demonfiration, whereby the mind of man is convicted 
of the Exiſtence of God, doth alſo at the ſame time violently,but 
naturally,conclude his nature to be ſo accompliſht in all Perfetti- 
47,25 to beaboyeall Acceſs or Addition, For manifeſtitis, that 
bythe terme, God, every man doth underſtand ſowerhing to which 
wprrfettion 1s wanting : and ſhould ic begranted poſſible, that 
themind of man could conceiveany ion more then what is 
comprehended in the idea, which it holds of the nature of God ; 
yer ſtill would thar thing, to which it could aſcribe that perfeQi- 
on, b: God. Since tis impoſſible to cogirate any perfeRtion, which 
#not the cflential propricty of ſome Nature : and to think an 
Nature more perfe&t then the Divine, plainly abſurd ; becauſe 
mweconceive that to be moſt perfe&, or cHe we do not conceiye it 
tobe God; God, and Abſolute Perfettion being one and the ſame 
thing, and ordinarily conceived as one notion. Now, to be {6 
infinitely /3/e, Potent, and Good, as to order all rhings in che 
world to the beſt, to regulate and predetermine the operations of 
all ſecond Cauſes, to keep Nature her ſelf ſober and in tuna 
and (o thoſe difcords, which otherwife would in a mo- 
ment ſucceed to the reduQtion of all to a greater confuſion then 
tht of the Chaos; in a word, to conferve all1hing3 inexiſtence: 
this no matv will dety to be a —— yt 

2 
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Gods General 
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Nature re- 
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feftion of man, by his abilities for dominion (i. e.) in the judge 
ment of our reaſon, eyery man is eſteemed by 1o much the more 
perfeR, by how much thermore generous, auguſt, liberal, 

and benigne mind he is endued withall, and by inference, by hoy 
much the more digne he is to bear rule over others. Therefore 
this Perfeftion, Mundo providere, ſen fingulu rebus conſulere, 
to take care of the world, and provide for 4 ſublſtence of eyery 
fingle entity ; of neceſſity to be aſcribed to God. 

For though that obſoler fallacy, that b»/imeſs unports di/quir, 
and diſquiet contradifts felicity, be retrived nponus ; and og 
reaſon ſeem <aptived in the ſnare of this concluſion ; Fhatthy 
Perfeftion, as (iands in relation to Divinity, muſt be an imper. 
fe1on, as being point blanck repugnant to its nature, which cat 
nor at once beluperlatively happy,and yet ſubje& to mulciplidt 
of bufineſs : yer we may ſoon redeem it to theliberty of truth; by 
conceivipg ſome nature, whesein theſe two ſeeming contraries may 
be reconciled, ( 5. e, ) the Procuration of affaires may ſhake 
bands with exrreme beatitude. Nor do we conceive an impothti 
liry herein ; becauſe even.among men we daily find, that thok 
Negotiations, which. are an oppreſſion to a low, narrow and ut 
pratiſed br ny bur the p _ diverhons and —_ recres- 
tions of aſublime, capacious, ragmatical : and by cov 
ſequence that Nacure which is ablc {+ the rs hr 
of affairs infinite in number and yagiety, withone detriment toi 
complet happineſs ; muſt be conceded, by incomputable d 
of tranſcendency more perfeR, then that whoſe quiet muſt ſuffe 
diminution by the diſtraction of cares. Wherefore let usnat 
luffer our cogitations to acquieſce in this imperfeR, but -vige- 
_ > —_— to that moſt perfet# Nature, whole propriety it 
35 to be at once both ſapremely Provident, aud ſupremely Beate. 
And ſince weconceive Gedt0 be ſuch, it is of necefſity inevitable, 
that we grant Univerſal Providence to be his proper Attribute, 

.For Confirmation, or ( more properly ) requifite Explanation 
{ for ſure no man, whoſe intelleftuals are not ſuppreſſed by that 
mtolerable tyrant , profeſt [ncredwlity, can longer doubt )f 
this.; let us refle& upon-our 1dea'ef the Deity, and thereinwe 
Kall diſcoyer, that tis impoſlible for the minde of man to a 
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the import of this word, God; and not in the ſame numerical no- 
tion to underſtand him to-be nioft iſe, moſt Potent, moſt Good, 
erin abſtratto, infinite Wiſdome, infinite Power, infinite Good- 
ws afſimilated,or rather wemified into one ſimple eternal efſence. 
For undoubtedly our minds would ſpeculate the Idea of a poor 
inconliderable and imperfect Divinity ; if they conceived it 
ſubje& to circumſcription, and apprehended his /nzeleft;on ſo naz- 
row as not actually co comprehend all things ; his Power fo re- 
firained, as to know Impoſsibility ; his Goodneſs ſo ſcant and 
ſhallow, 2s to be exhauſted ia a partial diffuſion, or limiced by 
the admixture of Exvy, (i.e. ) withdrawn from, or denied unto 
any of the works of his hand, our of a defigne ro delight, or glory 
in their infelicity. 


Now if God be infinitely wiſe, he muſt be Ommſcient z and Article 2. 
conſequently, muſt underſtand not only the imple and naked Theſame par- 
Forms « a _ in the Univerſe, but hold alſo a full ny clear — f 

of their Eſſential proprieties, how and by what kind of 7. -**Y * 
ets they operate towand theatisfaction of ther prxdeftimte h_ —_—_ 
ends, and in what method they may be moſt conveniently difj I. 
fed ro maintain the order and harmony of -the whole:; and ſo Infinite 
muſt know and exerciſe the due adminiſtration of alt things in this i/Zome. 
vaft Common-wealth. I ſay, muſt kyow and exeros/e ; forif he 
underſtood the politic or method: of the worlds Gubernation, 
only Contemplatively : then-would not his Inteleftion be com- 
pletand abſolute in all gone and we ſhould have.been com- 
pelled ro recurre to our former device- of cagitating ſome other 
nature more perfect, which might be actually poſleſſed of both 
the T heorical and Prafical Intelligence. Again, fince Sapience 
doth confift in, and manifeſt it ſelf cheifly by Aion, and the real 
adminiſtration of difficult and important affairs; with what 
ſhadow of reaſon can we argue God to be moſt Sapient, if we 
conceive him to be /d/e, deyoyd of all ation, and raking care.af 


nothing 2 


Secondly, if Go& be infenitely Potent, then mult he be Ommni- 
Fotent : and ſo to his power there is no ad/Vremny,or ay” Tafinite Power, 
| P 3 
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But how can we apprehend this aright, unleſs we firft grant, tha 
having produced all things, and endowed them with Ecko 
fpeRively inſerviene to their conducement to the ſatisfation of the 
general end ; he doth, through all the independent ſubdiviſions of 
time, (5, e. ) conftantly, moderate their ativities, in full con. 
formity tothe prudent rules of his own 3/5 : and how can thi 
be done, unleſs we allow him to have a hand in all operations, and 
that both Cauſes and effe&s doe fo fully and wholly depend upa 
him, that they can haye neither Exiſtence, nor Motion, without 
the aſſent and coefficiency of his Beneplacer, Again, Attiony 
the Pathognomonick, or proper manifeſt of Power ; nay, in pit 
ciſc and orthodox logick, they are Correlatives, or twins that at 
born, live and dye together ; and we arenotnow to learn, that 
Gods prime ſcope in the Creation,was to have an opportunity fa 
the manifeſtation of his excellencies : if ſo, can Inatdoviey declare 
$S wpreme Power, or a ceſſation from ating not induce a ſuſpicion 
of Laſritxde and imbecillity ? 


Laſtly, if God be finitely good; it neceſfarily follows, 
Grodreſ being Communicative, that all natures muſt be ſenſible 
of, by uh that his inexhauſtible goodneſs. And with 
what unpardonable incogitancy can that be afferted, while we 
opinion that he doth concenter his goodneſs, and when he hath 
created ſo many excellent natures, take no care or make no pro- 
viſion for their welbeing, but abandon them to the impendent m# 
fery of confuſion > Might we not juſtly cenfure him of Maleve 
lence or Envy, if he ſhould withhold the communication of his 
perpetual Providence from the works of his own hands ; which 
muſt unavoydably periſh by cheAntipathies of their Conftitutions, 
and relaps into their primitive nothing in that moment, when he 
ſhould intermit his ad of Conſervation > Nay, ſo eſſential is the 
conſtant overfight and tuition of the Creator to the ſubfiſtence 
the Creature ; that ſome contemplative heads have hereu 
hinted a conjeture, that nothing ſhall goto the diſſolution of ll, 
at the period of time, but the mcer Ceſſation of Providence, ot 
the dereliction of Nature to the ary diſcord of her ſeyeral 
peices. 

And 
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And chus hath the clue of Gods chief Attributes ( chief jn 
his relacion to the World )in a direct line conducted our fingle rea- 
ſon tothe demonſtration of his General Providence ; which in- 
deed, is the cleareſt mirror of his ſuperexcellent Nature, and ro 
the opticks of mortaliry doth afford a lively reflexion of his 
infinite Wiſedome, Power, and Goodneſs, It ſucceeds, that we cn- 
devour to look at Providence through the Teleſcope or Per- 
ſpective of the World. 


Since God made the World, as hath been already proved ; it 
cannot bur be abſurd to imagine, that he inſtantly deſerted it , or 
ing once impreſt ayirtue of motion upon the greater wheels of 
this yalt machin, immediately withdrew. his hand from action, 
leaving them to be carried on by their own rapt or ſwinge ; and 
all che lefſer and ſubordinate wheels of particular natures to con- 
forme to the impulſion of thole greater, For though he made all 
things Perfet?, ( 5. e. ) omitted nothing requirable to the incegral 
accompliſhment of each Creature, 5x /x0 genere : yet ſince him» 
ſelf is the V niverſal Soul, that both AMateriald and Informed 
each particle of this great body ; in ſtrict1e(s of conſequence, no» 
thing can have exitience Jonger then he ſhall plegſe, inevery 
minute of its duration, freſhly to create it, or ( to ſpeak the jn- 
wereſt of Providence Jeo conſerve itin being, by a continual com- 
munication of it ſelf ; all che Ations of Divinity, being real 
Divinity at ſecond hand, ornodhing but Diff #fions,or Eman«ti= 
on of its own eflence. | 
Again, who ever reared a magnificent flructurg a purpoſe to 
ruine 2 and ſince there is no Arrificer ſo unnatural or Rupid, as 
not to defire rather that his Aveifice ſhould proſper and continue 
long by carefull looking to, then be expoſed to ruine by neglect or 
violence : tis infinitely more improbable chat the great Zxemplar 
of all Mechanicks ( for ne age ever produced a peice of Arr, 
whoſe pattern was not firſt in Natwe ) ſhould ſo far grow out of 
love with his own operation, and deſpiſe theſe perfections, which 
mere but the extratts of himiclf; as to diſclaim it, commir it to 
the imminent diſorder and demolition of Fortue, and not make 
proviſion of all things conducible to its preſeryation : eſpecially. 


avhen. 


Article 2, 
The neceſſity 
of the worlds 
—— 

y the indefi- 
nent infla- 
ence of Gods 

eneral Provi- 

ence, eemon= 
ſtrated from 
the conſidera= 
tion of the ab= 
ſolute and total 
dependence of 
all Sccond 
Cauſes vpon the 


Firſt, 
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when ho [nrel{eft bar his own could be large enough to- cams 
the Idea of the work, no —_— — 

enough to project the conyenient m ics due gubernationj 
Power but his own almighty enough to furniſh hem wich roo 

ſites thereto, | 
Nor can it, with ſafety, or honour to our judgements, be iny. 
gined, that God might, had he ſo pleaſed, haye conltitured the 
World in ſuch ablolute perfection, as that from the minute of 
its complete exiſtence it might haye continued independent, and 
to all eternity have ſubſifted by ir /e{f, and all its appointed mo- 
tions haye conſtanly, without intermiſſion, or variation, ſucceeded 
by the direction of their bequeathed impreſſrons, without the aff 
duous moderation of his care, or the minutely ſupply of his pro- 
vidence, ſince the Univerſe, according to the Grammar of ſound 
Philolophy, is no Nowne Subſtantive, and enjoyes reality 
by a diſtinttion : 5. e, is ſomething by dependence pon him, 
was eternally contrary to nothing ; and being, at that infant, 
when _ informed Nu{ity into exiſtence, educed out o 
ing, by the fingle Fiat of God, and thence forward continugl 
ro be ſomething by the continued Power of the Creator : muſt 
unayoidably revert to p_ again, if the perſeverance of tha 
identical power be ſubſtracted, from which it once obtained ty 
be ſomething. And as Light cannor ſubkiſt, if ſeparated froma 
Incid body ; but inſtantly vaniſhes into opacity : fo cannot the 
World { which is but a reflexive deradiation from that Light, 
which is inviſible ) continue, if the perpetual ſourſe of that mins 
culous YVirrne, which upholds. its exiſtence, be withdrawn, but 
muſt immediately yaniſh into nothing. For the Analogy holds 
in all points, and the dependence of the Creature upon the Cre 
tor, is adhighly abfolute, as that of Light upon the Sw», or other 
tncid body, And though there are ſome things, which being once 
aſſiſted into determinate eſſences by their cauſes, doe afterwards 
ſub6ift withont them, and keep poſſeſſion of thoſe Forms by ther 
own native force: yet are they ſuch as were ſtill ſomething bs 
fore their ſpecificationto this or that nature by their cauſes ; ſince 
all that natural Cauſes can doe , is to monld an old matter into 
4 new fignre, and ſo diſpoſe the faculties cxiftent therein, thats 
new 
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new. ſomething may Rart out of the ruines of an old wy" 5", 
the World which was nothing before the fruicfull yoyce of Elohins 
called ir into ſomething, hath nothing from it ſelf to ſubliſt upon ; 
bucmulſt therefore, in che rwinckling of an eye , become nothing 
again, upleſs its exiſtence be ſupported and maintained by the 
conſtant recruir of the ſame miraculous Power, which firſt crea- 
xd it, 1 fay, the ſame miraculous Power ; for the Creation doubt- 
lels was the greateſt miracle, that eyer was wrought : it being 
more difficult to turn Nothing into all things, by the bare nuns 
or vote of the Firſt C = then to produce an extraordinary 
efe by inverting the uſual method of Secondary Canſes ; a 
harder wonder to make Nature herſelf, then to prepoſter, or 
tranſcend her cuſtomary rules of aQing, to the cauſation of an 
effec either againſt, or aboye her ſelf, Though to ſpeak rational- 
ly, and as men that underſtand ſomething of T heoſophy ; nothing 

can bea miracle to him, to whom all things are not only of equal 

poſnbility, but of equal facility alſo. When therefore we lay, 
that God is the Canſe of the world ; weare to underſtand him to 
beſo in the ſame relation, that the Sw» is the Cauſe of Light : and 
conſequence, as the Light diſappears in the Aer, when the Sux 
continues its Atinobols/me or deradiation in our hemiſphear, 
by viſiting the lower ; ſo alſo muſt the World diſappear and be 
loſt in adnihilation, when God ſhall pleaſe to diſcontinue his influx 
of minutely Creation,or (to ſpeak more conform to our preſent 
ſcope, though it fignifie the ſame thing in height of truth ) to in- 
termit his Providence, 


Moreover, ſo immenſe are the bounds of this yatt Empire, the Article 4. 


World, ſo numerous and various its ſubdiyifions, and thole again The vaſticy of 
: the world : the 


dichotomized into ſo m iads of Cantons, or Provinces, ;*.". 

and each of thoſe ted with o many millions of different and. ns Varley 
diſcordant chews wn no reaſon can admit it o much as pro- and theirre- 
bable, that a conſtant correſpondence could be maintained, and 
2 general amity obferyed all, without the conſerving in- 4iſcord of ma- 
fluence of a Reftor General, or Swperviſor, whole Will receives Jon ae © 
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The General Providence of God, demonſtrad. Chaps, 


truth, who conceived God to hold the fame place inthe world, uy 
2 Pilot ina ſhip,a Charivter in his Chariot,a Chantor ina 
2 Father ina mily, a Monarch ma Kingdome, or a Gexeralin 
an Army, For, asthe firſt preſerves from ſhipwrack, the ſecond 
| and fubverion, the third from diſcord, the founh 
and deſolation, the fifth from diviſions, and the uf 
= wy 21 Any ſo doth the wiſe overfight of God =_— 
efficiencics of all Natwral Agents, with ſuch admi 
that the whole is preſerved in (afety, in the dize&t road pa 
deth to the general end, in harmony, in ——————— 
perfeQ order. 

To draw a line yet more parallel ; we every day obleryein 
the fad ex of death, what a leaden and unweildly mak 
of clay the body becomes, ſo ſoon asics prghrly Texan, , the Seat 
hath to corruption ; and it needs not much proof, tha 
the Sor! of this giganuk body, the Univerſe, is God : therefon 
when this ſoul ſhalt withdraw and ceaſcits Animation, muſt tu 

fall by its own weight, and ſuffer diffolucion, 

Not that therefore, in ſtrinefs of ſenſe, or without che latitude 
of 2a metaphor, God is a Sowl, and the World his Body ; bus be 
caufe th informing and aQuating Preſence of God is as abſoluws 
Iy neceſſary to the vicality of the World, and the moderation 
all its parts in the due execution of their diftin& offices, as the 
Prefence of a ſout to the animatron of 2 body, andthe 
ofalt its members.#1the- raquifite — of their (event 
funRions. 


And upon this ground, our zeat ought not todiſtaft that Figs 
rative expreſrion of thoſe myſtical and [ymbolical Phi 
wie Bb the rol of fil ee nor be ca 

which comparativ led him,che Ps/oc 
ror and-General of Natwre:fince tis As moſt For 
morraliry can inyent, for theexplanation of his Gover mmens, ; 06 
is it probable, that thoſe profeund.{peculacors, wha firſt 
thoſe modeſmeraphars, to ſhadow the unurerable infi 
and: Per, were ignoramthas there ought rig op 
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Chap.4. The Grneral Providence of God, demanſtrated. 


all parts of his ſhip, nor an Emperoxr aually omnipreſent in all 
places of his dominions, nor a General locally preſent in all quar- 
tersand ſtations of his Army ; yet God is 5#timately onunipre= 
ſent in every particle of the world, So that what is uncertainly 
Gaid ofche Soxl, T ot « 5n toto, 5 rota in qualibet parte : may be 
moſt cenainly faid of God, Totus in tote, and totus in qualibet 


te. 
"is fine, as the inſpeRiion and conſideration of the World, hath 
RR us with irrefurable Arguments of its Crea+ 
rion by : ſo alſo may iteyince the Conſervation of 
ic, by the influence of his Providence. 

For whoever ( though a meer Pages, whoſe brain neyer re-. 
_ wy _ —_—_ on e two notions, Creator and 
Providence e the world in an Engyſcope or magni» 

ing Glaſs,;.e.ſhal look upon it in the diſtinRionof its ſeyeral or« 

of _— _ RIIIN diſpoſitionof parts ſo vaſt 
aaminiy Hinknkein di | retard 
ts | in pulchritude : ſhall ES rg rm s 
ſplendor, conſtancy, conyerfions, reyolucions , viciſzitudes, and 
we pars of celeſtial bodies : ſhall thence deſeend to ſublunary, 
and with ſober admiration conſider the neceſſary difference of 
ſaſons, the certain-uncertain ſucceſſion of contrary the 
inexhauftible treaſury of Jewels, Metals, and other wealthy Mine- 
rals concreted in the fertile womb of che earth ; the numerous, 
uſefull and elegant ſtock of vegetables ; the ſwarms of yarious 
Animals, and in cach of theſe, the multitude, i , Connexi- 
on, and deſtination of organs : I ſay, whoever ſhall withatten- 
tive thoughts perpend the excellencies of theſe unimitable Arts- 
fices ( for all things are Artificial, Nature being the Art of 
God ) cannot, unleſs he contradidt the teſtimony of his own Con- 
ſcience, and inyalidate the evidence of that authentique Criceriov, 
the Light of Natare, bur be ſatisfied ; that as nothing leſs chen an 
infinite Power and Wiſdeme could concrive and finiſh, ſo nothing 
kfrhen the unceſſant yigilancy atid moderation of an infinite Pro- 
vidence can conſerve and regulate them, in order to the mutual 
benefit each of other, and all conſpiring, though in their concenti- 


 0ns, to the promotion of the common intereſt, 
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Article 6. 
The Atheiſts 
ſubterfuges of 
Nature and 
Fortune, prat- 
cluded. 


Amnicle 1, 
The Achciſts 


firſt Antipcovi- charaRer of Divinity) inconſiſtent with the neceſſary perturbe / 


dential Argu- 


ment refured, 


If any ſhall yet ſtand out and obje&, thaz what I call Prong. 
dence, is no other but Natare nicknamed, all thoſe (etled motion 
and regular effects in the world being but the neceſſary produQts of 
its cftabliſht laws, and unaltcrable method : yer (tmce they all de. 
clare an Infinite intelligence in that Nature, which could decree 
thoſe perfect conſtitutions, and fo ſtriAly oblige all things to oh. 
ſerve Ho in order to a general and. particular good ; he muſtu 
laſt by compulſon diſcoyer Divinity diſguiſed under the vizard 
of Nature, by whoſe corinſel and direRions all things operate, 

Nor can atty man with more hopes of ſafety recurre to For. 
tune; or affirme, that there is no Preordination of contingencgg, 
but that all events are the inconfiderate and extemporary reſuly 
of Chance : {ance we have lately beheld the ruines of that Sandw 

, nor dare I be ſo: uncharitable, as to preſume that the reaſan 
ifany thing prztending to humanity, can be ſo infatuted with 
the ttupid idolatry of that Fairy Queen, as to expe a farther 
furation of char delirium. | 


<——— 


rhe 


Sz cr. IV, 


| Aving, with icuity equal. tothe higheſt expeRartion, 
Hime Hon As. ma NIE from 
the nature both of the Agent and Patient ; Godand the World; 
it.remains only that we withdraw that curtain of objettions,where- 
with the Impiety of is adyerſaries hath. darkned the proſpet of 
leſs)ocular diſcemers, and terminated the vifion of thoſe whole 
opticks have not been ſtrong cnoughto transfix it. 

The firſt, we may remember, was that yanity of. Epicarxs, that 
the condition of a bliſsful and immortal Nature ( ſuch was his 


tions and. perplexities of buſineſs. 


by the Perſeftion of the Drvine Nature : and their abſurdity, in commenſurating the exceltey 


ves of God , 'by the infinitely inferior Faculties of man, dereRed.. 
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Chap. 4. The General Providence of God, demonſtrated. 


Bur alas ! how groſly muſt he delude himſelf, who fathoms 
the exrent of an finite, by the unequal geometry of a Finite, 
and limits incomprehenſible Ommniery to the narrow circumſcrip- 
tions of Humanity ; which in compariſon is but one remoye 
from Nullity > Had God, indeed, been, as he conceived him, of 
Humane figure;it had been no error inthe Court ofReaſon to have 
concluded him not much ſuperior inthe capacity of his Intelle& : 
bur when the Divine Natare, as himſelf acknowledged, muſt 
tranſcend all other in perfe&tion and excellencies ; how palpable 
a contradiction did he fall upon, in commenturating the latitude 
ofits Power and Wi/dome, by the ſpan of an imperfect and caduce 
nature, berwixt which and Omniporent-omniſcience are (o man 
degrees of difference, as all the figures and cyphers of A richmecick 
cannot amount to their compute, nor is mortality qualified ro 
conceive. To paint a Sownd, is a far eafier task, then to deſcribe 
the imperveſtigable manner of Gods operations : and to deny 
the poflibil.ry of that, whoſe reaſon we cannot explore, isto pro- 
claim our ignorance of any nature more perfect then our own ; 
and that upon conſequence, is to make ournature more imperfect 
then really ir is, by rendring it uncapabtle of the greateſt Trarh; 
tay, of that truth, upon whioſe cercitude, the aſfurance of all 
poſſible cognition doth neceſſarily depend. This had the raſh 
Ezicurus conſidered, doubtleſs he never had diſparaged the na- 
tare-of man, by equalizing it to Gods. I fay, di/paraged ; be- 
cauſe to conceive a Finite eſſence, as perfett as an Infinite, is 
openly to confeſs that nature, which can'conceive ſo horrid-and 
cle an Abſurdity, to be far more frail and: contemprible, 
then all other of its aRions dectarc it ro be : not but, in dire& 
vetity, tis the greateſt diſparagement, and no'leſs then blaſphemy 

to the infinitely ſacred majeſty: of God, to be put in the {calesa» 
gainſt yike, ignorant, and impotent Afar. 

And while his thoughts flagged ſo many ſphears below the 
Empyreum of all petfection,twasno wonder that he wag ſtaggered 
at Univerſal Providence ; that being a notion impoſſible to be 
inſtilled into any mind, that is not firft prepared with the beleif 


"ofan Univerſal Intelligence. 


Again, todraw'itito a-fliarper atgle, and: render the — 
Q 3 


The Gemeral Providence of God demonſtrated. Clay. 


Article 2, 
Divinity de- 
monſtrated ſu- 
perior to the 
circumſcripei- 
on both of 
Time and Place. 


of this Compariſon more ridiculous ; the Reaſons why 2 may, 
though of the Rtrongeſt brain, and greateſt abilities for 

muſt of neceſſity ſuffer diſquier, diftractions and weariſome ſoligþ 
rude from the multiplicity of cares, are ( 1. )the narrownelgo 
his Underſtanding, which cannot be expanſed to take in all the re 
mote, proxime, and confederate Caules, cyents, de 
connexions, circumſtances, &c. of occurrences: ( 2, ) the ſhon- 
nels of his Power, which cannot ſtretch to furniſh him with al 
things neceſſary as well to the preyention and remove of all ing. 
dent impediments, asto the molition, promotion, and accom 
tion of his defignes : and ( 3+ )the reſtraint of his Perſon to Time, 
Place and diſtance, But, on the other fide, God is Omniſcien, 
Omnipotent, Omnipreſent ; and therefore in the przordinatiag, 
direQion and compulſion of all _ to the cauſation of thak 
effects, which his Will hath d , he knows infinitely leis 
labeur or diſquier, then the healthieſt man doth in the motions of 
reſpiration, in his ſoundeſt [leep. 


That God is not ſubje& to the reſtraint of 7 ime, is manife 
from his Ecermity ; for that is indivsfible, and knows no diſtin 
on of tenſes : and therefore what we ( whoſe im real 
cannot compute the duration of things, bur by the ſucceſſiyein- 
Nances, or concatenated moments of time ) call Predeſtinatia, 
is really no etermination of what's to come, in reſpe$ to 
God, but an a& of his will already accompliſht, and as ſoon ful 
filled as decreed; and fo we may truely fay, that in relatioaty 
himſdf, there is no Foreknowledge in God, all things which to or 
inferior —_ ſeem either paſt, or to come, being aually 
preſent to him, whoſe whole duratien is altogether, or but on: 
conſtant and point, one T3 yy, entire in unity, and 
uncapable of diyifion into ſucceſſive minutes, or articles. 

LT he is = ſubjeR + —_— of Place, is evident from 
is Onmicty, his bei in all; V6:quzy being the and 
Arrrikns of bis nem, Nhobeing 40 hx 
only retione Preſentia, but ratione Eſſentie alſo ; he ys | 
chief Sox/ not only of all Bodzes, but ofall Spirirs alſo. far 
this reaſon we cannot offend Theology, if we affizme, thas God 
x 
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Chap. 4. The General Providence of God, demonſtrated. 
is a5 fully Preſent in Hell among the accuried, as inHeaven 
oe bleſſed natures, thongh not ſo _—— ; and thay 
theDeyils would rejoyce i they could conceive i poſſible for 
him to be abſene thence : ſince ther exiſtence, and ſo their Tor- 
ments would then ceaſe, his preſence being the original and ſup- 
of all exiftence. +» 
Now if all this be amaſſed into one demonſtration, and that 
ed ; Idemand as well of the moſt contumacious in- 
fidelity , as the rankeſt ignorance, what can remain defirable, in 
order to the full informacion of our reaſon ; that if there were a 
million of Worlds, nay as many as there are individuals in this, 
2nd in each a 1000000 times more bufineſs then in this: yer 
could the oyerfight and gubernation of rhemall, and rhe regnlar 
of every the ſmalleſt occurrence in them, pur D3vinzy co 
no more trouble, difquier, or interruptien of felicity, then the 
fimple 47 of Vohitien doth induceupen the ſoul of man. 


However, for further iliaftration, I cannoe think is unneceſſary Article 2, 
ts ſuperadd this; that ſince Aſay himfelf doth ordinarity perform Tar the pro- 
ſome aRions, particularly thoſe, which: hitis ave only qualified curation of all 
2nd; , bur alſ@inclined-co-dor, by rhenaiveyartus, or DAN 
congenial propetificy of his Effence, as to-Cogitate, Deſire; Love, | (ccond cau- 
Rejoyee ir the manifeſtation of his good parts or endowmerus, &c. ſes, in the 
net only without labour and inquictude, but eyen- with ſuper- World, cannor 
We gtrend content: L a be concordant toreaſon bean inter 
to aflert, that God is: fo om ſuſtaining any difficulty, mo | 
kftation, or diminution of felicity, im: rhe bn ey of Vni- ley _— 
verſal Providence ; which is the natural effeR of his Infinite n- by an Argu-. 
wligence and Indefarigable Aftivity, that tis rather 2 part of his Tata minori 
Beatitwde foto exerciſe and manifeſt his Div;miry, Not tharthe 
abyfs of his Happineſs was norfull befoze the World was; but 
becauſe, being moved by his-own iramenſe Goodweſ7r0 createa 
conyenient ſubje&, whereon to abtuate his Afunificence, heis. 
pleaſed flilt ro delight him(elf in the comununl diffufron and com». 
munication of his excelleneies, by the conſervacion and regulation | 
efthe fame, according rothe moi} whwot his Will, 

L taye. often. the knowing and bef& ordered 
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The General Providence of God, demonſtrated. Chap 


Article 4. 
The ſ3me il- 
luſtrated by a 
ſecond com- 
pariſon, 


minds, with whom I could attain the bleſſing of a free 
tion (and ſuch, doubtleſs, are the only a judges of ds. 
hike) whereinlay the Philoſophers ſtone of Content in this lik 
and in-what actions of their lives they diſcovered the higheſt and 
moſt permanent pleaſure : and they all concurred in this determi. 
nation, Alits proaeſſe, & quam licet plurims bene facere, And 
this upon no ſlender ground, fince the Beatitade of Man dothre 
dically and totally confilt in his appropinquation to God, and ye 
never come ſo neer him, in this remote vale of tears, as when ye 
go our of our ſelyesto relieve the neceflities, lighten the oppreſſ, 
ons, and -preyent or repair the ruines of others, For Charity i 
the only excellence, wherein we may, in ſome ſort, rival our me 
ker : and were but.our Y/i4s conſtantly fixt upon the pradtile of 
this virtue, and our Ab:lities of doing good but half ſo infinitey 
our Wills ( for the wings of our Vnderſtaxnding are, indeed, but 
ſhort ; but thoſe of our Will are long, and haye a liberty to fly x 
all, as ſhall be go in conyenient _ ) we might 
anticipate no ſmall part of the joys of heayen, while we ſojoune 
upon earth, and ſhould need no other Heraldry to teſtifieou 
ſelyes the off-ſpring of Divinity. Now if it be ſo intenſe a wy. 
to the mind of 9er, which is but a beam deradiated from 
immenſe Sun of Charity, to do goed : ought we to thinkit: 
trouble to God, who is moſt intelligent, and ſo belt knows the ne 


 ceſfiries of all things ; moſt beneficent, and ſo moſt ready tore 


lieve them ; moſt rich, and ſo not obnoxious to impovyeriſhmen 
by the continual profuſion of his fayonrs; to be a general bew- 
faftor by his Providence ? 


To conclude ; if the vifble and periſhable Sun can withur 
ceſlant liberaliry, diffuſe his conſolatory and all-impregnating 
ſtreams of light, heat, and influence on all parts of the fentible a 
adipetable World ; and ſo concurre to the generation, vitality, 


growth, perfetion and conſeryation of all ſublunary Natures; 


and this without labour, lafſation, or exhauſtion : Why ſhould 
not the Inviſible, Vnperiſhable, and Infinite Sun ( of which the 
other is but a dark and contrated ſhadow) be allowed to bat 


his iſdome, Power, andGoodneſs ( which Trinity of Aurfees 
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mke the unity of Providence, as I have formerly hinted) in all 
_ at all times diffuſed, in their operations, oyer all his 
Works, with the fame facility. 


And as it can be no 1nterturbation to the ſerene Felicity, fo 
neither can it be a Ds/bonoxy or diſparagement to the ſuperexcel- 
lent Majeſty of God, to tranſmit the rayes of his Providence to 
the moſt minute, and ſeemingly moſt trivial and contemptible 
tranſaQions on this great exchange of the world. And therefore 
Pliny, who ſaid, neceſſe eſt wt Dems tam triſts, tamque multi- 
plics miniſteriopolluatur ; might with leſs abſurdity have affir- 
med, that the Sun doth anaction much below the dignity of fo 
glorious a creature, and muft haye the purity of his light ſuffer di- 
minution and contamination, when it projets its radiatit beams 

ſordid and putrid bodies ; when it cooperates to the pro- 
duftion of Toads, Serpents, worms and other the like baſe yer- 
min; and when it ores the fertility of noxious and delereri- 
a we ew CINE plants, IS 
ings which a vile, deſpicable ly to the queazy judg- 
onto verrs4 pun lo really to Nawelen ſhe a A 
formity, and therefore all her pieces muſt be amiable: not really 
ſoto Gow of the Author of Nature, ſince he hath thought 
good to configurate them according to the moſt exaQt ideas in 
s own wiſe intelle&t ; and therefore Beauty is beſtdefined by 
the conformity every thing holds to its primitive exemplar in the 
IntelleRt of its Creator : not ſo to themſelves, (ince they have ob- 
tained a ion congruous to their ſpecies, and enjoy an abſo- 
lute itude reſpecuye to their diſtin kinde; and therefore no 
Animal is fo inſenſible of the perfeRion of its Forme, as to deſire 
either to loſe, or exchange it. | 
Again, thoſe ARtions, which ſeem yarious, cary the face of mul- 
tiplicity, and fill up whole ſheets, ' im the diary of man ; ſtand 
but for an unit in the Arithmetick of Nature, and make but a 


at Once. 


feeble Sow! 


_—_ in the book of Fate: ic being the natural preroga- 
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Article 5. 


That the admi- 


riſtrarion of 
perty occur- 
rences can be 
no imdignity or 
diſ; aragement 
to the lacred 
Majeſly of 
God 3 but, on 
the co 
abſolurelyefſen- 
tiall co bim 
firmly eviged, 
from the uni- 
verſality of his 
Coenition and 
Preſence. 
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leafe and bloſſpme, as of the rrunck 8nd root, and cook the i 
juice of the cath into an Aliment convenietto che 
growth of each fingle fiber and filamens hath of the cortex or bark, 
and of the interior and medullary ſubſtance : in a word, tranſſufe 
a vital influence through each indivifible particle of thac grea 
mals, of which it is compoſed. 

Confider we, how eehlyzhe more luminous and energetic 
Soul of an Elephant, can at one and the fame time, in one and the 
ſame blaſt, or deradiazion of virtue, adminiſter irs nouriſhing in- 
flux to each particle of that yaſt body ; and omirts not totake 
car of eycry Gngle haize among fo many myriads as clothe 
akin, in its common doale or diſtbution of Vitality, 

And when we have thus gently informed our ſelves, thac tiss 
ne rhe an] cg foul ay Plant Cul toly 
ky feedegy defines in neching, 4 certain fication 
Wa; tr Pelatilized, or & centenary of [meah, Jr /o yas 
end /a of calefattive Atoms, waves by the ſaminal wirtwewn 
Weltich Facwiy. of that particular ſpecies, aud foou dſſolvel 
4£441 08 4 i reign of figure aud fituation of thaſe inſeufbl 
ECARD co mckoge 110n for che lively 

& fultexacion of all partsim tha maks,n5 forany one of them: 
that i835 genuine and faouliar to the Sexf ofan Axim? ( which 
s alio 2 Copeogd ſaliſkence, or the more ſpiritual part ofthe 
loud ſubriliated by vical hear, traduced from irs genitor } to ani 
mateaud goygn all parts of xs body, as any one : we cannot but 
acknowledge, that the Proceretion avd Adwiniftraviox of all 
the affairs of che world, is as. facil and natmral to the Prowidenct 
of Ged ( whois the Sexl of all Savls, and the 5fe of Spirits )u 
_—_—_ connally y one individuel Nature, 

overſight and regency of but half ſo many different 
F2LLORS, 25 that iamateriat Empees, which keeps her inridle 
Court ſomewhere within-us, doth every minute, even when we 
arcAft locks, in the narcorick anmes of Morpheus, and all our 
thoughus keep holy day, order and cffe, while ſhe maintains the 
geconomy gf the body ; were charged uporythe hands of ourun- 
«c:ftanding, but for one hauwre: without queſtion, the burden 
would prove — —_—cr_ 
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of 6ur limited reaſon , in any meaſure reſponſible , ſuffice 
to the due adminiſtration of (o large a Proyince, When, thetefore, 
to fachoma the depth of thar immenſe natural prudence, and foye- 
aign virtue, wherewith the ſoul of man is richly endowed, and 
which ſhe conſtantly declares in the proſperous exerciſe of her 

;with the ſhort line of onr intelligence ; or to eſtimate 
her Providence according to the rate of our cheaper faculties ; is 
both ignorance and unjuſtice : how infinitely more ſtupid and un- 
warrautable a courſe doth that wretch take, who adventures to 
commenſurate the ſuperexcellent kyowledge and almighty virene 
of Ged, whereby he procures and moderates the airs of the 
World ? 

That man is, forthe moſt, incurious of tmal and trivial occur- 
rehees ; is ſo far from being a wonder, that contrariwiſe thoſe, 
whocould tripartite their thoughts to the contrivemet of bur three 
different buſineſſes, at once, as Ceſar, haye been lookt upon as 
Prodigies : and he that can lay the grounds of but one popular 
d&figne, ſo as ro have it ſucceed without impediment , or the 
nteryentionof croſs accidents ; is reputed a profound Politirian, 
ab his head a whole ſpheat aboye the - This, Tam not 
| , the haughtineſs of his ſpirit hath to the fixation - 
Bhi thoughts npon objefts either of bis pleaſure or ambition ; 
whenin medef} truth, this pretenfion of /xbl;wiry is but a gloſs, 
ar ſpecious yetnifh to conceal the imbecillity and limitnrion of 
tis mtefligence. For that being two narrow, to be extended to the 
forecaſt and regulation of many thingy at once ; and his ſtomach 
too high todelcend to a due acknowledgment of the imperfedti- 
oh 6f ns nature : he guilds over the poverty with the pride of his 
minde, and endeyours to excuſe his trailty, by infimulating, har 
to attend che ſtudy of trifles, and in the inceritn fuperſed che pro- 
ich of marters of importance, is a diſpatagement to the no- 


bility of his Incelle&uals, When if his reaſon were ſo capacious, as 
wadinit the care of petty affairs, withour the confuſion, or neg- 
le& of others of more concertiment Fee Irme, bom 0 
mean" ard ordinary, could ſtem below the digni is Provi- 
dice, Bur that God fhould be ificurious of any action in the 
world, is abfolucely impoſſible ; fince contrapugnan to the U ni- 

| R > verſality 
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Articke x, 
T be farſt di- 
viſion of the 


Atheiſts ſecond 
objeQionz vi. 


that the appas 


vent irregular 
ty of events doth 


quſtifie thety 


won-predeſftina- 


4408 Or meer 

_ ency 5 
r Cons 

velled, Hor 


that to the prz- 


ordination of 
divinity no- 
thing can be 
caſual; clearly 
common- 


raced. 


werſality of his Cognition and Preſence : for what is Omniſcing 

and Vbiquitary, can be ignorant of nothing ; and conſe 

it can be no more either of Profanation to the Sanitity, or diſks 

»oxr to the glorious Majeſty of the Deity, to extend his Proyi. 

dence to the meaneſt conringents in nature, then it can be tothe 

_ to yegerate and inſpire each fingle hair of that body ſhe 
orms. 


Sxcr. V. 


O their Second objettion, that all events in the World ant 
4 either the  non-predeſtinate and extemporary reſults 
Chance ; or the necefſer} and ſetled effefts of Nature,all Attine 
and Paſſives being,by the unalterable laws of their primitive 
conftitutians, firmely adliged ants, and irreſiſtibly impelled up 
the canſation of determinate effetts reſpethive to the ener 
their . particular . configurations : we as calily as upri 
anſwer, 

Firſt, that to the pradeſtination of that Almighty Cauſe, which 
can and doth diſpoſe themations of all things according to the 
przſcripts ofhis own 34, no eyent can be caſual or RO 
though indeed, if we have regard to the przſcience and fo 
of man, to whole dim opticks all things are inviſible, that Rand 
in the dark of futurity, many eyents ſeem meer Accidenrs, and 
the moſt mature determinations of Fate may pals for the raſh and 
inconfiderate hirts of Fortune. 

Andif fo, how audacious a temerity is it in us, fo to magnifie 
our own {lender perſpicacity, as when we cannot diſcern why this 
or that particular concurſe and encounter of natural cauſes ſhould 
Occur, rather then another, and ſuch or ſach an iſſue of their confe- 
derate aRtivities ſucceed, rather then another ; inſtancly to con- 
clude, that [there can. be no; Swperior Canſe, or ſuperintendent 
power; Which hath thus or thus ordained nd diſpoſed. thoſe cer- 
rainmeansto thoſe certain ends, and. counſels we are not 
| | | privy 
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privy unto ? Look we no farther then the ordinary Providence of 
Princes,and in eyery Repablick our obleryation ſhall mcet with 
a thouſand events, which in the judgements of their yulgar ſubjeRs, 
and fuchas ſtand aloof from the Councel table, are deemed meer 
Contingents, as never at all deſigned upon any fecrer realons of 
Stare ; when yet to the Prince himſelf, and thoſe tro whom he 
hach communicated the myſtery of his deſignations, they really 
are the intended effetts of his Prudence, which had fo politickly 
ordered his affairs, and fo wiſely prepared all Agents requiſite to 
the bringing abour of his purpoſes, that they could nor bur hit and 
be accompliſh*r accordingly. And is there then, why we ſhould not 
be confirmed, that in this immenſe Commonwealth, in whole go- 
yernment the moſt inabſeryant cannot but take notice of innume- 
rable paſſages ſo admirable, both in reſpe& of the weak /n/ſturmenes 
that ſerved to bring tham to. paſs, and of the oþſcurizy or imper- 
veſtgability of the Ends, at which they were levelled ; that no- 
thing leſs then an '5nfinire /3/dome:could contrive, nothing leſs 
then an infinite Power effe& them : there mult of necelvity be a 
Reftoy General or Preſident Paramont, by whoſe ſoveraign 
difates all ſubordinate miniſters ate ſ on:work;, in order to the 
execution of his pleaſure, and in their operations yary not a hairs- 
bredth from the rules preſcribed by this Will ; though- neither. 
the manner of their aivities, nor the: Ends to which they are 
deflined fall under the diſcovery of our purblinde reaſon? For 
the Polity of God is inſcrutable, and may well delight ous Pietp. 
with wonder, but muſt empuzle our infolent Cario/ity + andahe. 
eye of our ſouls, being in this hfe far dimmer then that of Moſes 


. body, cannot ſurvey fo much as the back parts, or dark fide of 


Divinity ; much tels pry into the maze of his. Counſels, and 
rad the inviſible decrees of that myſtical Sexate, wherein though. 
there be a confule of three Perſons, thete is yer but one ginae, 
which yotes without contradi&ion, 'and his Vo/ition, delibergtion 
and Elefion, make but one fimple aft. For my part, gray 
Wayes of God in the World \are paſt finding out ; that there 1 

2 Seuftum Sanftoruminthe Ark of Providence; into which blind 


. mortality cannottook ; and thar the cryptich rugnings, doublings, 


und redoublipgs of that hand, —_— alli parijcs inthe 


C—_— 


dark, and ſometimes inverts, now atd then tranſtends ; and anon 
infringes the Aviows of Natare ( to ſhew, that as he made, (6 
he can alter her and tune all her irings to a concord with his will) 
make a labyrinth cointricate and loſe the preſumprious reaſonof 
man; chat dares hope toexplore acid trace it : this, I Gay, is ds 
monſtration enough to me, rhat there is one UV niverſal Intell. 
gence, which both moves and direts all indiyidual Agents to 
at, in order to the accomplifhment of ſome poſitive end, for the 
moſt part beſt, and many times only known to himlelf. 
Noris it anillegal proceſs of our reaſon, but the beſt logick, 
23 tO [wpernatioralr;eo conclude not only the excellencies, but eyey 
the heceſſery being of ſome things , meecly from hence that we 
cannot fully comprehend them : fince their very being above our 
capacity, is argurnere both clear and ſtrong enough, that they are 
not otily ſo as, biit more perfect and,far greater then we under- 
Rand them to be; as he thac ſers but a (mall part of the ſea with 
a Teleſcope at diftance, may ſafely conclude that tis exceeding 
large 3 becauſe the circumferrence thereof is, by infuuite degrees 


magnitude, wider then to be drawn into the aperture of his 


ſlender wbe, Sure I arm, at leaft, char the Auts(p logi/they or Conn 
fer-argumnent ; the ing of man cannot diſcover its 

ſtruſe and myſterious plots, relolye irs multiplex znigma's, nor 
analyze its method, or feries of Cauſes ſubordinate, and ſo by 4 
retrograde chaſe hunt our ics firſt and chief intention : Ergo, there 
can be no Providence : is intolerable, and deſeryes a greater doſe 
of Ellebor, then that abſurdity of the blinde man, who concluded 
there was not , nor could be any ſuch thing as light, or Co- 
lours, only becauſe he could nor A them. When therefore we 
ſhall have run our eager contemplations to a Rand, in the wilder- 
nels of Providence, and loft our bufie thoughts in the maze of 
Gods ſecret deerees ; all the fatisfaftion our bold curiofity can re 
turn home with, will be only this : that all occurrences inthe 


World are PR———_—_ have their Can/es, Times, and Ends 
punRually ſer down in the Ephemeridet of Fate ; and though in 
the incompetent judgment of man,  ſome:.of them may leem the 
Peradventures, or temerarions Hirt of Chaxve + yet ate they 
the marure Deſignations of the ſapreme Wiſdome : th inthe 
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aan of man, they ray ſound di/7erds to the muſick of parriewer 
Natwres, yee will at laſt be found well to Avr1 06- 
cellary both to ſweeten, and fil up the common ouy of the 
Univerſe, To inſtance ; are there aot many Adonfters, Heterc- 
cles, Equivecaland irregular births, on the carth : many pro- 
;ous and new-faced Meteor: yn the wpper, and uncerizin Ano- 
wales or unſealonable Tempeſt in the lower divihon of the Aer: 
new © Ins among m———_ Farious encounters, 
divii10ns, c erratick ſtars &c. and yer 
doe not all rh apr ranrwns br Quavers in a when 
lemn lefſon on a Lute, conduce tothe advancement of the General 
Melady ? Dothnot 5rregalarity render order the more conſpicu- 
ous and amiable ? and Deformery, like the Negro drawn at Cleo- 
p4r4's elbow, ſerve as a foile to fer off Beauty ? Arenot the 
Moles on the checks of N atave, as thoſe on Vens: skin, placed 
——a— tote and fweeren the feature of 
her face ? Is it not gracefull im'a Comedian, to temper 
and endear the ſage and weighey ſcenes of Prbucer, and Melancho- 
ly States-men , withthe tight interludes of Pamatens, Clamns, 
and Anticks ? 'Dothnorthe P aimter then ſhew the molt of skill, 
when he refraRts the glaring luſter of his Colours, waa 
yeil of Sables ; and makes the Stwnry- his þcice more viſible 
by douding it with a becoming fraitoi > And withour doubr, 
every man will readily conjoyne this yore to ours, that he is beſt 
able tro #dor» and imbellifh a piece of Amt, who firlt contrived 
and wrought it: and-therefore the Prrfeftionand Condecer kricn 
of ® work doth properly and  ſokely belong roi hand, thac 
drought irto that as to want only ornament ;" nor is it his. 
na mA to Were 'of graceful- 
deeorament to an is4gnorant of the model, 
rope perfet Idea he Antificternch Now the im- 
portance of all Pk Smile! being pm together, who can be ſo 
in the Alphaber, ptr ctr arr as net, at 
r| 6ghe, to ſpell themimochis-ſhomcfſon, confiſting only of 
wo orthodox Poſitions. 
Firſt, that thoſe: ſubitaneous Lcobdewes, which the i 
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legies of Chaxce ; are truely rhemeer hand of God, and the pry. 
dere defignes of that Catholich Providence, -which hath numb 
the ſands on the Sea ſhoar, and weighed the duft of the earth ing 
balance : which feeds the young Ravens, when they cry , au 
while the old ones wander for 'meat : which thundereth mary. 
louſly with his voyce ; and doth great things, that we cannot com. 
ns, Ar : for he ſaith to the ſnow, Be thou on the earth ; likemif 
to the ſmal rain, and to the great rain of his ſtrength : by wh 
breath froſt 1 given; and the breadth of the waters is ftraightned: 
which twrneth the bright clouds round about by bis C har, tha 
they may doe what ever he commandeth them upon the earth: 
who made the ordinances of heaven, and hath ſet the dominins 
thereof in the earth : who can binde the ſweet influences of the 
Pleiades, and loſe the bands of Orion: can bring forth Maze 
reth in his ſeaſon,and guide Artturus with his ſons, &c. 
Secondly, that thole Monſtroſities, or extraordinary and pro 
digious effects which the neſcience of the multitude cals /rregs. 
larities, Perver ſions, and Deformities of Nature ; to wiſer cov 
fiderations, prove themſelyes to be no wanton excurſions, orras 
dome ſhots of her hand, made without aim -at any final cauſe; 
but preordained, ahd collineated by that ſure one of Divine Pre 
vidence, point blanck at ſome certain exd, private or publich 
The former being known only to himſelf, 4 prior; ; and frequent 
ly miſtaken by man, 4 peſteriors : the /ater, indeed, we haves 
liberty co conjeRure, to be.cither that he leayes-che Rraight, and 
chalks out this ſerpentine and crooked line, to fatisfie the World 
ofhis Prerogative, that himſelf is the Agent,and Natwre but hs 
Tuſt rument, and therefore to be turned, wrenched, altered, and 
at his pleaſure ; or elle, that his wiſdome thinks thoſe 
- mp gn to enhance the beauty of the whole, thoſe private 
ewds and diſcords betwixt Individuals, neceſlary nor valy 
to endear, but conſerye the peace of the whole, 
Both which durable Truths are, wich ſo-tuuch piety, as judge- 
ment , contrated by that Emperor of the Stoicks as well as 
the Romans, Marcus Aurelins Antoninus (of whom the {moot 


 Herodian ( injtio biftorie ) gives - this glorious CharaQter, 
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nu dS" aber x) Bip - owpporr bingulomre : Solns imperarormm ſa- 
pientiz ſiudium non verbis aut decretorum ſcientia, ſed gravitate 
morum, viteque continentia uſurpatit ) into one ſhort meditati- 
on, in theſe words; Te mir bear, mroroias wan" ma Ts NHS BK 
dw quotes © yKAG Ts » x) Ghmhoxiis F mporeig dionupraye 
wile ixaider pri, mgoor Id m3 dyayrgior, 2173 76 Thy x00 Tvpe 
gig, © wieys &. myn Ns gumnes wiger dzabiy, 3 pigu 1 7% Gas 
guns, x) 3 inaipns ig) awgnxey. Eduom N wouer wenip as my 52.” 
qtiey, #7ws x} ds Tay coy xpiud ror weraConal ; 2ne ad Deos wt 
auftores referuntur, ea Providentie plena eſſe nemo dubitat. 
ue Fortune vulgo adſcribuntur, ne illa quidem extra Natu- 
rs leges, fatalemque illum contextum,complexumque rernum, que 
4 providentia adminiſtrantur. Inde omnia fluunt : adde quod ne- 
ceſſarium eſt, quicquid eſt, toti mniverſo ( cujus tw pars es) 
conducibile, Porro autem quod natura Univerſi fert , quodgue 
& i adeamfacit conſervandam, id bonum eſt unicuivis U niverſi par- 
4- ticxle. Conſervant antem mundum, quemadmodum elemento- 
Nl oY 19, ita + ex 345 concretarumrerum mutationes. Libri ws iaunw 
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We Secondly, that no Natural Agent hath the rains in its own Article 2, 
hands, or the liberty to a& in a /ooſe and arbitrary way ; butall The Authors 
things obſerye that immutable Texor, or ſetled courſe, which they pew hr 

tooperatein at their firſt inauguration to eſſence: pro- ——_ — 
| Vided that we underſtand this affertion under a twofold re- the fridt laws 
friftion. of theirdiſtia& 
ſpecies. 
Firſt, that this Tenor or eft ablifſht method, was not inſtituted Article 3. 

7 the improvidence of Fortune, as owr Atheiſts would have it ; Aſecond Cour- 
ut ordained, enrolled and enated by the counſel of an infinite **1poſition, tha 

Wildome thole laws were 

l inſtituted and 
ſancited by an 
infinite wiſdom. 

Secondly , that this ſupernatural Nature, which excogitated Article 4. 
anddecreed this convenient law, and endowed each ſingle entity COD 
[1 
__ | reſerved ro himlelf a przrogative pomer to alter, tranſcend, inyerr, or claws of 
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Article 5: 


The verity of 
the firſt and 
{ſecond Poſiti- 
ans, amply de- 


monſtrarcd. 


with a Power or Facalty reſpettive to its duty thereto, and obſer« 
varce or execution thereof ; bath not thereby ſo tied np hi omi 
hands, or limited his Prerogative, as not to have reſerved to him. 
ſelf an abſolute ſuperiority, or Capacity, at pleaſure to infringe, 
rranſcend, or pervert it, by giving {pecial difpenſation to ano 
hu Creatures , to vary the manner of their Attevities,w 
erder to the Canſation of any effett, mhich his own pradence foal 
rth.nk expedient. 


Far the Firſt and Second of thele Poſirioue ; wits that as wel 
the ar Law of Nature, as thoſe particular and cxconomical 
rules, which bci arch not only upon eyery diftint ſpeciey, 
bur allo — or individual wer As ſtand Nays 
warrant and directions to them in their ſeyeral operations ; were 
made and cfiabliſhed ty the counted of an infinite Wikdome: may 
( if we may aflumeche liberty to aggravate what we have for- 
menly adferd coynnd the atteftation of the (ame ſubjeR ) be this 
dernantiaved. 

In the whole Scale of Creatares, we finde but five Gradatio 
or roundles, by which our contemplations may orderly aſcend 
ro the highefi _—_— ſummity of Nature, and thence take 
full Garvey of a her Provinces at large : and thoſe are Exiſtence, 
Lafr, Senfe, Locometion voluntary, and Rraſon. To ſpeak yrt 
more pevfpicuouſly. 

Firſt, cheve arc tore things, which have obtained a bare Er 
iſtence, or meer Being only, and remain deyoid of all the other 
four : ſuchare all ſimple bodies, as the Heavens, and thoſe four 


which common Phyliology calls coryce Elements; and all 
Evynemares inanmatc Concretiens, or Compoſitions, 2s Stones, 
Mecals, Minerals, &c. 


Secondly, ſome haye not only Exiſtence, but alſo Vitality ot 
Vegetability allotted unto them, and yer want ſenſe, and motion 
arbitrary, as all Vegetables. 

& T bird Claſfes is endowed with Being, Life, and Sexfe ; and 
ye hath nor atcaincd fo high as Anima! or volwnrery-motion : to 


which belong all Conchy/ia, as Oyſters, Muſcles, Cocklas, &is 
which Ariat: ( 3. De Gener. Animal. cap, 2, ) tor thedumt 
reaſon 
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tealon, faceriouſly calls Aqnariles Plantas, x kind of Water 
Plents ; as by an inverſion, he calls carthly Plants, Oftrea' Ter- 
rena, 2 kind of Land Oyſters : becauſe they have not, as he opi- 
nioned, the power of tranſlating themſelyes de /oco in locums 
(though our Democritas Londinenfis, that incomparable indaga- 
tor of Natures Arcana, D*. Harvey, hath obſerved that O 

e, or belch out on the conical extreme of their ſhells, a cer- 
rain Filme or natural fail, by the help whereof chey remove, 
yeer, tack about, and {o, obſerving the Tides, condudt themlelyes 
to ſhoats, rocks, and other places of adyantage both for their 


| feeding, and quiet ) but are tumbled up and down by the impulſe 


ofthe Current. 

Others of a foxyth ordey are admitted to goe higher, and to 
their Exiſtence, Vitality, and Senſ6bslity, is alſo ſaperadded Le- 
cometion arbitrary, or the Faculty of remoying their ſtations ar 
pleature ; bur yer they are excluded from the perfeRtion of Rarie- 
xelity, and know nothing good or evill, but by the diſcernment 
or diſcrimination of Senſe : as all brute Animals , Quadrupeds, 
Birds, Fiſhes, Amphibions, and InſeRs, 

And Laftly, others there are, which being higheſt in the fa- 
your oftheir maker, poſicts all theſe accumulated endowments 
together, and have Exiſtence, Life, Senſe, Voluntary motion, and 
Ratiorination contorted togerher into one excellent Nature, which 
(zerns in an epitomy or contraQtion to comprehend all the others: 
and theſe are owr /e/ves, Some over pregnant Wits there have 
been, 1 well remember, who have added one round more to this 
Ladder of Corporeal Natures, making the Zoophytes or Plant- 
Animals an half-pace, or midle ftep betwixt the 2 and 3 degrees: 
butunvill either an autoptical — or the obſeryation of 
ſame, who are more curious of Truth, then exotique Rarives, 
ſhall remove thoſe ſeruples which I have in me, concerning the 

ity of thoſe large ſtories obrruded upon us by Travellers, of 

the Herba wimoſa, or mimick Plant, ibed by — 
Acoſta, fult, afterwards by Cxſinr, and (ance grown traditional 
all Boranicks ; of the Boramez, of Vegetable Lambe of 
Tartery ( no ſparing relation whereof was firſt communicated to 
fheworld in che common language of Europe, yy am_—_ 
2 aron 
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Baron of Verbeſtein ( i» rerun Moſcoviarum Commentariit 
then countenanced by. the glorious Pen of ?ul. Ceſar Scaliger 
(Exercit. 181, Set. 29.) fince made more paſlant by Fortuniy 
Licetus ( Lib. 3. de ſpont. vivent. orts, cap. 4- ) and Libaving 
( part 2. fingul. exercitat. de Agno vegetabils Scythie ) and now 
taken for granted by all- or moſt Herbariſts of our age ; of the 
Sponge, &c. I ſhall beg leave to ſuſpend my beleif, that there ate 
any ſuch Heteroclites, or midle Natfftes, half Vegerable, half 
ſenſible ; or, at leaſt, that both. Faculties are ſo conſpicuous and 
eminent in them, as that thence they ſhould deſerye.really ro be 
accounted a diſtinct order of Creatures, 

Now the Faculties, or eſſential proprieties of all things being 
thus incommunicable downward, andeach diſtin clafſis fo con- 
fined to its proper orb of endowments, that it can never adyance 
upward, and uſurpe more perfeRtion then what it already and 
poſſeſſed of by the Charter of its particular ſpecification ; ir fol 
lows, thatwe explore the: reaſon or original of this Limitation, 
and why thoſe Natares of the- firſt degree, are limited ro meer 
Exiſtence, and cannot aſpire to Vegetation : why thoſe of the 
{econd are chained down to Exiſtence and Vegetation, without 
poſſibility of being ever promoted to Senſe ; thoſe of the third 
preferd to Senſe, but denied the additional favour of Locomotion 
yoluntary ; thoſc of the fourth admitted to Arbitrary motion, 
bur excluded Reaſon ; and thoſe of the higheſt enriched with all 
Either this Neceſsiry muſt be impeſed .upon them by Fortune; 
or by themſelves ; or by ſome ether principle, which haththe 
free donation, and ſo the limitation of all thole priviledges or 
Faculries, | 

Firſt, not by Fortune; for that ſhe could not inftitute- theſe 
affignations, draw this Helix, that (till enlargeth into a wider ca- 
pacity, nor make this law of Propriety inviolable : is amply ma- 
nifeſt from the Perpernity, or conſtant obſeryation of the ſame 
all —_ entities, eyery one having their peculiar capacities {0 
defined, circumſcribed, and immured,; that no one did eyer, ſince 
the firſt hour of Time, exceed the bounds of its own ſpecics, nor 
clim>eupto the ſtate of irs ſuperior ; for Conſtancy and Fortune 
are Antagoniſts neyer. to be reconciled,. but, like Caftor and 

| Pollax, 


Wiru 


dee EE LE YT PLA: 3 HE © % =. 7 3-1 FELT ! 


C hap:4. The General Providence of God, demonſtrated.” 


Polux, when one peeps aboye, the other iculks below. the 
horizon. 

Secondly, not by Themſelves ; for: there is in every thing a 
kind of native Ambition to ennoble its nature, enlarge irs power, 
nay ( fo much asinit hes ) ro mount eyen to infinity, according 
co that Axiom of Scaliger ( Fxercir.g. pag. 52. ) Unicxique 
enti ineſt appetitio infinitatis, Thus ſimple Natures covet to 
become compounds ; Compounds ſpurre onto arrive at Vege- 
cables ; choſe affect the dignity of Senle; ſenfibles grow defirous 
of muſculary Motion, &c. Can wee conceive, that a 
Plant would continue fixed and nayled down by its own roots 
tothe earth, and there livea cold, dull, unaQtive life; if it could 
eto its ſelf motion and abilities for nobler ations ? - That a 
Braſt would be conſtant to the groſs . and heavy: operations of 
meerſenſe, ſubmit to the burdens, and endure the tyrannous op- 
prefſions of man ; if ir could endow it ſelf with the prerogative 
of Reaſon, and ſo become equal torhis imperious Lord 2: Or that 
man would fit down quiet, and- remain ſubject to the. infirmities; 
calamities, and mortality of his nature ; if he had any hopes to 
better it, to wind up himſelf ro heayen, and there take the wall of 
Cherubins, nay rival the calme felicity and immoreality of God ? 
For ſo invincible a reluQtancy have we againſt the necefſty of our 
frailties, and ſo unceſſant hormetick a defire to be above them, 
by the melioration of our ſtate; rhat we may truly accommodate 
to our pride, what the eloquent Tertallian ſpake to exprels that 
of ſome of the Roman Emperours ; f 5p/s ſe Deos facere potuiſ- 
ſent, certe quidem homines nunquam fuiſſent, could they haye 
made themſelyes Gods, doubtleſs they never wonld have been 
men, Seeing therefore,that tis repugnant to that inſatiable Apperire 
of Melioration, even to infinity,radically'inherent in every entity 
create, though (1 confeſs ) ſcarce perceptible in bodies deyoid 
of Animation ; - to deny to ir ſelf any perfe&ion, which is in its 
own power to giye, or acquire: what clearer eyidence can be 
ed, ro enſure our reaſon, that the Ampliation, and Limita- 


 timofall Nataral F aculties, or endowments, is not inthe ar- 


birrary diſpoſition, or eleRive power of Finite eſſences ; and, by 
corſequence, that the-Law of Propriety, or the reſtriction - every 
S 3 pecies , 
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be Ganeral 
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ſpecies toits own orb of aftivity, was not made by compaRt + 


mong themſelves, but impoſed upon them by an /nf:nire. 

This confidered, it remains indiſputable, that the Diſtribaion 
and Aſſipnetion of thoſe differen: Owalifications, being neither 
in the power of Forewne, nor of the Things that enjoy them; ji 
muſt properly and ſolely belong to that /xapernerural Infinite, 
which is the fountain of Being, Life, Senſe, Locometion and Rec- 
ſon, and therefore had the power freely to give them ; being in- 
duced to the Coftocativn of them by the meer invitement of hi 
own Goodneſr, and directed' in the convenient Diſtribmtion of 
them by the Counſel of his own F:i/dome, 


This Truch, all Ages have held ſacred, and the iviſer Echnick 


both of Greece and Rome cyer engraffed it into their Creed, 
preaching ir to the world, though blended under the Chaos of 
their ſymbolical or ——_— Idolatry, For Homer, cou 
ting the propirious aſpedt of his beft Deity, J=piter, in a panegy- 
ricall Hymn ; aſcribes to him, asa chiet and peculiar Actribute, 
the power of Circumſcribing and Bonnding of all things, thus 
beſpeaking him, 


Zlie War + deer dvinual, ndI8 mixer, 
Bupvort, xpeiorre, Tratopoeyr, KC 


fovens Deorwum optimum cananm, & maximum, 
Lateſonantem, validiſrimum,T ermines afferentem,Q. 


And Ariſtotle likewiſe ( de Mundo T ow. 2. pag.1592. ) ca 
his [nfinicum divinzm, or God, mwrgouiver, Sis T9 mereglanu 
mirmz, x; und v mic toy dmweyy tives, Qu0d ab eo omnia ter- 
minata ſunt, ac mint in rerum natura fit infinitum, from his 
ſerring boundsto all things, and leaving nothing undefined, Nor 
was this unacknowledged by the elder Romans ; for they had « 
ſer form of deyotion, and a ſolemn acrifice appointed particuladly 
ud Tovem terminalem, as Dionyfons Halicarnaſs. ( Antiquit 


Roman. Lib. 2. p. 133.) hath tranſmitted to poſtericy, To this 


alſo ſeems the feet rongued Oved to allude , when in his delcrs 
prion of the Creation, he ſaith, Linwtibus diſcrevic ——— 
ow 
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- Now the Faculties of all Nataral Agents being immediately 
drived from, and ftritly /imited by Ged, ſo thatno one can 
ever tranſcend its own, nor uſurpe anothers confines : the 
Light of Natwre will inter, that all their operations allo are pra» 

bed, and both the —_ and exd of all cheir activities pre» 
ecermined, nay the yery time and place with all other 
——_— circumſtances of their effetds pn by the Pro- 
vidence of his Infinite Wi/dome. : 

Hitherto haye we confronted only Nature to Fortwne ; let us 
therefore now give her one charge more with an Argement de- 
ſumed 4 minors, from Arr. 

Did ever any man , that beheld the curious Mathematicks of 
Archimedes his Sphear ; the aucomatous fight of Regiomontanuns 
ki Eagle ; che artificial wings of Archizas Dove; or thoſe in» 
animace Birds that che ingenious Mathemacician, whom che glo- 
tieus Charles che Gtch 1; for his companion jn his 1atirement 
from Empize ſent flying in at his window ;, or but obſerye the re- 

motions in a rrochiliack Horodix, or \N atch:<conccive char 

motions of thoſe engines were originally fponancous, juftitu- 

ted by meer chance; or chac exch wheel alſumed eoit ſelf, by Lot, 

nparticular figure, ſuation, axfs; runiber of toech, and peocile 

mealure of circumrotation ? Undowbrodly, no; bur an the c0n- 

wary, inftancly concluded; thac they were the appoined ofteFs of | 
providene 1 , and had their models grounded upon 
maximes of the higheſt and moſt fearned realon. And yet is our 
Atheiſt ſo eftronted with impudence, 2s to give check 10his. own 
Conſcience, by dating to affirme ; thactheſyfiem of the Celefii- 
4 orbs, the Laws of naturdl motions, and the Archicetbure of 
thoſe admirable $ in the body of an Animal{ whichare 
engines, whoſe Artificedoth, by : incomprehenſible excefſes, wran- 
ſcend our theory in the mathernatichs.; inforuch that ſome of che 
$kuts of our age have ventured orazing tofmedeaut the 
Geometry of the Maſcles, or the HMechanicky of Voluntary ans» 
tiew : and yet are forced, by an hoſt-of -diffioukies, to retice and 
ſafpend their hopes of perfecting their deligne) were<concrived by 
Firtunc, andnothy the $kill-of an Artif infprive in Science and 
Power, How familiar is 4hisLogick 50 <very mays uk 
ws; 
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Article 6. 


T ve verity of 
the third Poſ- 


tion demon- 


ſtrates. 


ding ; the Figures of all thiogs in the adſpectable World, are'v# Wl © 
actly Geqmerrical, their actions and uſes reſpectively accomms WW | 
date, their motions conttant and regular at all cimes, their effecy 
certain, and the laws of every diſtinct ſpecies immurable ( zsta 
chemfelyes ) ergo thoſe Figares, Attions, Uſes, Motions, and 
Laws were delineated, appointed, afſigned, begun, and enacted, 
by an Omni/cient and omnipotent Providence ? And this I cots 
ceive ſufficient to demonſtrate the truth of our Firſt aſſertion, 
viz. that that conſtant Tenor, or eſtabliſht method, according te 
which all Natwral cauſes operate, was inſtituted and  perpetug 
ted by an Infinite Wiſdome, | 


For the (upport of our Third Theſis; that though the actionsof 
all Second cauſcsare impulſive and neceſ[ary,yet thole of the Firf 
Canſe are Eleftzve and Arbitrary though God hath by the ſeyars 
laws of Natute, bound up the hands of Fs Creatures, limited the 
activities, and puncrtually configned them their ſeyeral proyines: 
yet he hath r his own free, and as an abſolute Monarch, 
can at pleaſure alcer, tranſcend, or peryert thoſe Statutes, and give 
anew Commiſhon to his Miniſters to work by a new way,in 
order to the cauſation of any egtraordinary effect, which his prg 
vidence hath decreed, of uniykrſal, or particular benefit :, we 
need erect no other pillar of;g&gument, but that one firme and 
iummoyeable baſis, the im ce of the word, Creator. 17 

For fince to be able to produce all things ont of nothing, by the 
fingle efficacy of his word,or the energetical blaſt of his will,co& 
dow each diſtinct ſpecies with faculties exactly proportionate and 
meridional to their diſtinct deſtinations, and to entail upon them to 
the expiration of Times own leaſe, that eſtate, in which he ea» 
feoffed them at their creation : doth neceſſarily imply a greater 
perfection of power, then meaaly to vary or innovate their 

encies, accordiog to the expedients, emergencies, or occafjonal de 
fgnes of his Pr#vidence : it remains indiſputable upon conle- 
quenee, that to allow him the Greater, and yet deny him the /e/s; 
to beleive him to- bethe Author of that mighty and difficult mis 
racle, the Creation, and yet doubt the ſuptemacy of his Power, 
by concetying that he cannot. turn: Natural 'Agents out of their 
common 
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; mmon road, and order their digrefſions to the ine of 
_ ndan Abſwrdity that fRabbs it (elf. 
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Three puſh Examples ( to omit the enumeration of any other, 


CO 


God, prune were | 
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waller and cafier Rarities ; ranſt be a manifeſt Contradiftion, 


© However,that we may not ſeem toentruſt ſo noble and ſacred 'a Article'7. 
Truth, to the proteRion of one'fingle Reaſon ; it becomes our A farther con- 


art to ſuperadd, tor the more ſecurity, this defence allo. If God —_ 


hath frequently manifeſted his Supremacy, by working effefts as a. 
Ne bore © againſt the eftablifi andere Aras. OLE 
ral Agents, in times paſt ; then, doubtleſs, is not his arme ſhort- raculous oper?- 
xd, nor the fountain of his energy dryed up, and he can do the "i008 of Godin 
” % the future: but he frequently hath ; ergo, &c. — 
* The 4ajor, I am ſure, no man will boggle at, who ſhall con- 
fider, that tis che' proper privilege of Divinity, to be ſtill the 
ſane, that that v3rexe, which is extreme, and fo above all 4dd6- 
tow, muſt neceſſarily alſo be aboye all decay or diminution : and 
dxtefore he that conceives God ſubjeRt ro Mmarabilirty, Alterity, 
x, blaſphemes the Simplicity, Purity and Ecernity of hi 
and holds bur a falfe 1 his Nature. 
| Nor can the A{5nor require more then its bare Prolation; 
wile the unbelcif of any man be ſo inflexible, asnor to 
boweat the Conyulfion of a truth, which the Records of all Na- 
ovs, Times; and Religions, lye to. arreſt; For that there 
havebecn obſerved Prodigions and miraculous accidents, ( fach 
#the moſt obſfinate Idolaters of Nature, and thoſe who 
in the ſtudy of her laws, cuftomes, and ſecret magnalias, and 
Dalit of her forces ; were ſurprized with' aftoniſhmenc at the 
conſideration of:and after a yain and tedious ſcrutiny into their ab- 
firuſe Cauſalities, were forced to refer to the immediate arme of 
2 Supernatural efficient) the indiſputable monuments of faithfull 
iquity bear witneſs. And he, who hath not heard of thoſe 


tat are not univerſally beleived by men of all intereſts and pex- 

lnafions) of the ſuperiority of Gods power to that of his ſeryant, 

Nature;viz, The Univerſal deluge, the Ceſſation of Oracles and 

the toral Eclipſe of the Sun at the paſſionof our Redeemer : can 

but _ — that he is cither _ — 
ian 
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Aracle 8. 


an univerſal 
Deluge. 


Article 9. 
The Ceffation 
of Sarans Ora» 
cles, after the 
adyent of the 
Word of 
Truth, proved 
autbentiquely, 


The Firſt being reputed not onely. true, but ſacred, and there. 


Thar there was foreheld as point of faithin common by all three Religions; 


countenanced eyen by Pagan ftories, and more, their ſetled ac- 
count of time ; they computing the ſecond ſpace or interyall of 
Time (the Firſt being litde better ro them then Proleprical, 
or as the Heathen called ir, Adelon, immanifeſt and obſcure, wy 
dated from the beginning of the World ro Og ger Flond, which 
was about 530 yeers after Noahs) from the Floud to the fir 
Olympiad, which anſwers to the year of the World 3174. and 
comes within about 20 years before the foundation of Rome, 


The Second hei 24 imbraced 5 and m-*_.c authentical by the gc 
ral conſent of Chriftians , upon the forced acknowledgment of 
thoſe, whoſe imcereſt obliged them to inyalidate it ; and thoſe ng 
anly Pagans ſurrounded with the horrid darknefle of ara 


and expeRing no day-break from the glorious Sun of Ri 
neſs ; but even of the Devil himelf : who though che Father of 
lies, and his honous ſo highly concerned .in the ,intercifion of his 
impoſhures and deluſions, could not yer diſſcmble this veri ; 
but ax four ſeverafl times, and in as many ſeverall cs pubic 
ly-praclaimed it. Firſt, when from his famous Oracle at Delphorks 
confelt hanſelf to hecongue=ticd, bus fallacious predictions couny 
termandad, and his.fo ſolemaly pretended Divinity e mc 
able to-recrurn, 'no other anſwer to.the greaz. Auguſta ( whol 
errand was is baye his fortune told him) bue this ;. 


Ads Puer Hebraw, Dives Dews ipſe pubernans, 
Ceaere fede jnbet, triſtemgue redire ſub Orcum ; 
Anus exga- dehine tacitts. diſcedito noſtris, 


At Hebrew Child, that God,, whoſe power's aboye- 
All other Gods, commands me to remoye 

Hance ta the Cours of ſorrow ; wherefoce, goc, 

My Altars quit in filence, and fere moe 

Qt Farere things fromme expeRt to know... 


— 
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A ſecond time, when oo howled out the hideous dirge of their 
black Prince, and the ſhoars were heard by Mariners far off at 
ſato echo their groans into this diſmal note; Grear Pan is dead: 
as Platarch hath reported in his defe# of Oracles. Athird, abour 
the time of Conftantine, lo afteAionately magnified by Ex/ebing, 
in his ſad complaint, that his lips were ſealed up, his Prognofticks 
ſuppreſſed, and his ſophiſtry fooled, by the Righteous mpon earth: 
the fame” Exſebine hath related i» Vita Conftantini. And 
2gain,in his excuſe to the Emperour [#lia» ; who being ſuper- 
ſitiouſly curious to foreknow the ſucceſs of his great expedition 
io Perfia, and pm pg himſelf with exceeding fo- 
lemnity ro the temple of {Yolo Daphnes, to anticipate the know- 

-of his fortune, could "he be Punk for our of him n6 


Ro —_—_ 27 - ww, 5 © 


other ſatisfaRion bur this ; ther he ſhonld. firſt remove the bodies 

thint him, before he conld have the liferty to return him an 

anſwer : as T heodoret bath regiftred, who allo cells us, that nor 
after that Temple was conſumed by lighrning. 

' But I muſt heer arreft my Reader with a civil and'ſhort Ad- 
yenilernent, that by the Ceſſation of Oratles, I may notintend x 
nal aud abſolute expalſion of that | rarvhews.” from all his 
Fanes, Tripods, and other ſhops whetcin he profeſſed his deluſi- 
dx at-once ; as if the Incarnation of Treth had firook him 
dumbat one blow : _ qu ion of him fromhis me- 
vopolitan Temple ar Delphos, andati I»tevcsfion, Diminution, 
tb Dev of bi Arptibologics, Prediftions and other 
ColluGonsin all other places. For, otherwiſe, 1 ſhould not onl 
fieaba contradiftion upots my (df, rhar unſatisfaftory ple, 
whieh he anumerd our to [n#iey, being full 363 _ the 
mivity of him, that'cruſlft the Serpents head ; buralſo incur 
the 2 cenſare either of 'bdng igriotant of, of undetently neg- 
levting thoſe ſoli@ reaſons; which P/utarch, Sutronine, and'our 
modern leartied Wits, Montarzwrins, and Dr, Browne have ad+ 
ed ro atteſt the contirieation'of his cerermonious L in 
and ſolenin cheats pra&tiſed upon groſs and credulous\ Pagans, 
n the point of Yaticination, much beyond the riſing, ſetting, and 
Wittc&ion of the Sw of righteon/ne/s,who cam down to a 
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Article 16. 
That there was 
a prodigious 
Eclips of the 
Sunat the pal- 
fion of our Sa- 
viour. 


thoſe foggs of Hell, and irradiate the poor benighted world with 
Light ſupernatural, 


And the Laſt is worn to by all. For (1) the Chriſtian hathix 
ratified to him both by facred and profane AuRtority : (2) the 
Jews, that deny Chriſt to haye bin the true Mefſias, do yet ac 
knowledg the prodigious Eclipſe of the Sun, that renowned his 
paſſion: and (3) the T»rks, who allow him to have bin ng 
more thena geat and holy Propher, as their Alcoran frequent 
intimateth ;. are yet ſo zealous of the honour of their antient te 
cords, that they would confute him with a ſcimiter, who ſhould 
dare to indubirate the preterition. of ſo remarkable a. wondg, 
which certified the half of the earth of its verity, by the ſenkble 
perſwaſion of a panick terror ; inſomuch that many of the Jey. 
who beheld it, were ſo ſhatterd with fear, that their hearts wer. 
rent a{well as the yail of the Temple,and therſelyes ready to ſneak 
into the grayes of thoſe Saints, that were newly, riſen, to evideng 
kis conqueſt oyer death, and giye humanity a prelibation or rſt 
of the benefit- of his ſufferings. Nor was this, as-other Eclipla, 
only Partial and Vertical to Hieruſalem; but the darkneſs wy 
viſible cothe whole Hemiſphear : els, how could the /Egypries 
Aſtronomer take notice of it, and being amazed at the unnatun 
Apparition, cry.out; Aut Dems Nature patitar, ant maching 
wundi diſſelvitur ; as the reyerend Father, his nameſake, Dio. 
ſins hath remembred in his Epiſtle ro Polycarpre, and A | 
wes ? els, how could the antient Greeks, intheir Annals, taye 
filed up a menſtrous DefcRian of the great Luminary, inthe 45, 
year of 202. Olympiad; as- Phlegon Tralianus noteth ? Now 
the 4+, year of the 202. Q/ywpiad jurnps even with: the 19%, of 
Tiberias, and the 33. of the Nativity, which was the 4745; 
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the Julian period ; - and therefore that exat  ſynchronilme makes 
that monſtrous Eclipſe obſeryed by the more mathematical eyes 
of the Grecks, to be the ſame which happened ar the death of the 
Lord of life. | 

That 


Wiz 
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That the Catholique Deluge was purely Supernarural, and 
(thoſe tew that were ſhifted aboard the Ark, only preſerved ) by 


of that ſame Fruitfull Spire, that formerly by#0ding upon the 
fame me waters, had hatchet hem into being ; though of 
ſome difhiculty to him, that ſhall wave all teſtimonies deduceable 
from the ſacred relation adfcribed ro Moſes : canyet be 'no im- 
ilicy to prove, from Confiderations-meerly Phy ical. For 
Firſt, the vaſt Quazrity. of Waters requifite to oyerflow the 
wholeearth, and prevail upon the high hills; nay exceed the-heads 
ofthe moſt lofty mountains by 15 cubits(for menntains therewere 
beforethe floud; els how could the waters by degrees encreafing, 
aſcend and.coyer them : and therefore thoſe wanton Wits, which 
efirmche Antediluvian carth to have had her face a meer Plane 
ot level, without thoſe. protuberancies and rugoſities, undertake 
tot only a Paradox, but a.manifeſt Ab/#rdiry, point blanck re- 


Inequalities) could not be powred out fromthe Kecepraries 
efiorehouſes of the Ocean ; the Earth haying as great ( if not a 
geater) ſhare in the Terraqueous Globe, asthe Waters, and the- 


at leaſt, tranſcending the profundity of the deepeſt Cha- 
od of the Sea, that eyer he wading line of any: Mariner did pro- 
found, except of that Barathram or Vorago Aquarum, in mari 
dlci, berween Reeft and Leoffelr, deſcribed by: Olaus Magn: ; 
which yer is but a kind of S/#ice or fink, and therefore of no 


lach ſcarcely the ſame proportion to the Semidiamerre of the- 
Earth, chat there.is berwixt x, &;: 19000 ; hath bin frequently. 
demeaſtrated by many of our beſt Geographers : and'though we 
delcend to Eratofthenes his cammenſuration, who hathaffirmed, 
thatby inſtruments Dioptrick, and an exa& meaſure of thediſtan- 
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mourgains not to exceed tex. ftadia ; we ſhall not however be 
Forided of water cnough inthe bowells of .the Sea to adyance- 


the deſtruRtion of all Living Creatures upon the ſublunary Gloze: 
an Abyſs of Waters, immediately cauſed by the reyenging il 


alwell tothe Text, asto the natural Neceſſity of thoſe 


| —_— Altitude. of the mountains, by more then wo parts 


conſiderable latirude. For that the Eminency of the higheft Hills- 


es of Places,. he hath certainly found the Altitude of the higheſt 
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our inundation , the depth of the profoundeſt ocean ſeldom + 
mounting toa 100 Fathom,as Scaliger (28 Exercit. contra Ca. 
danum) hath npon juſtifiable grounds declared. 

Nor can this immane Colletion of Waters be derived, y 
ſome have inconſiderately opiniened, from the hole lower Regin 
of the Aer condenſed into clouds, and thoſe compreſt into water, 
For(to take no (rift notice ofthat large T ohu,Yatunm Coarerys 
tzm, or Nothing, which muſt then haye bin introduced, fron 
the lurface of the Waters up to the midle region ; which Natare 
could neyer endure, nor had God any neceſlity to enforce, ) i 
Aer condenſed into Water ſhrinks into a ſpace or Continent, 
times lels then what it poſſeſt before condenſation ( for fax 
Water —_— times heavier _—_ as the ſubtile G a/ily 
( Dialog, I. del moviment. pag. $1. — the pr 
ons of Gravity betwixt dnbreodicties demop ary ls 
yered ; it mult neceſſarily carry the ſame proportion alſo ty 
Space, or Locality, ) then afluredly, when we ſhall have caley 
lated - ns 1s of the Aanoſphear, or lower ry 
on of the Aer, and r it wengor% pavr Ds 
be ſatisfied, that the Addition which the Aer Aquzfied coll 
bring- to the waters of the Sea effuſed upon the boſome of the 
earth, cannot ſuffice ro ſwell the Deluge ſo high as the ſemiaks 
tude of many lofty mountains, ſuch as S/orns in Norway ( whidl 
Franc. P arricins, out of Fr. Baconand Scaligey,hath accounts! 
the higheſt on the carth, ) Arhorin Macedonia, Texariff, Ca 
caſus, Atlas, &c.. whoſe tops make large encroachments a 
the midle region, and ſeem to invade the Firmament. 

Again, to chargethis immenſe Accumulation of Watersupd 
40. ; x r4in,: though we ſhould conced'that'rain robe nei 
Sea evaporated, nor-Aer condenſed; is hot to-undo, but __ 
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'the miracle. For taking the Altitude of the mountains acc 
to the calculation of the moſt' moderate Geometry ; and the 
ſoberly perpendingwhat aggravation to- the Waters of the 
now canyerted upon: the earth, the moſt yiolent natural 
40. days:andnights:could probably make, which the moſt by 

ical: concat! cannor arlyancehbig her then'46, fathom : 

ſhall caflydeteRthedifficulcy, a 


Fr i_. 3 3 3 8 32a = 2 0 


"Ghap: 4- The.General Providence of God;demonſtrated. 


43 


"And /econdh, as Nature could not afford the Material Cazſe 
of this general Inundation, the Waters ; fo neither the Mighty 
Efficient, or /mpxlſive, that ſhould with ſuch prodigious impe- 
wolity hoyſe up ſo huge a maſs of Sea, contrary tothe ftrong re- 
'V I aicency, or depreffure of its Gravity, drive it from its native eaſy 
'" Y} Currents in the declining veins and cavities of the earth, upon an 
7% bfolute dra prptiey or Accliyiry on the elevared ſurface thereof, 
'* I odmake it fall in Cararatis up-hill, For (1) though the waters 
MY fre to ftand above the mountains, as the Divine Hebrew Poer 
hath pleaſed to phraſe it (Palm 104. verſe 9.) yet they bur de- 
fire ir, and by their own mherent and eſſential Tendency are ren- 
detd uncapable ro ſatisfy that dememal amvition ; for water 
petmirred co its own propenſity or inelination, immediaicly ten- 
dec downward : -and thetfore he that can concriye a river to 
deer its decliye chanel , and climb a precipice, without the vio- 
knce ofa Miracle ; hath a ſtrong Phanſy, but 2 weak judgement : 
nor need any man deſpair to perſywade his credilicy,that He lions 
mdiculous Romance of -the-Cu/e of Exrrbywuiks (Vit. that un 
{, of miniſter of Divine ttvenge, &ſceritls iito the Ctntrals 
Che Earth, and chere with a gttat Clappey or Sledge giving a 
mighty 7 hump againſt the feer of Rocks, makes a hoarſe or grave 
ru _ _ » its ſound, rends the —_— 
rob, and ſtald itto a'14poY, of ſhaking fir © 
aAgue. ) ih lid and- fhiſofophical Verity. | 
And thirdly, as che Waters coutd not elcytre themfelyes, (o 
wither could the Atty five Firrne of thoſe Celeftial Magnets, 
trSun, Moon and Stars, work them out of their depths, by 
— into vapours, which moutted uþ to the midfe re- 
Aer, atid encoimtred by' intenſe Cold, ſhould 
duced to clouds, and thoſe again diffolyed in CataraQts. 
d we grant, what the 1rabin# Aftrolopeys rettuned in 
aver to the e/Egyptien Caliph, who had ferthem to umy this 
live; viz. thar there was a great Conjunttion of 3 and + not 
lng before thefloud, and the malighatiriifluatce of that confe- 
@icy much aggravated by anocher Fatal Convention of all che 
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Plaxr!, in the watery fgne of Piſces, initedaccly preceding it, 
wiDele Fockaſn CF, 149) dch pred _— 


144 The General Providence of God, demonſtr ated, Chapy 
|  leartied Mirandsla hath ſufficiently diſproved, and ſmiled x 
muſithe greatneſs of the Effet manifeſtly -confute the 
bilcy of that for a Cauſe. Firlt, becauſe Nature hath frequent 
ſhewed to the world the- like ConjunRions, bur never the like 
eyent : and again, becauſe thoſe Luminaries are not commiſſc 
ned-with ſo unlimited a power, and intheir irongelt conſpirags 
of influence can at moſt but weakly incline or diſpoſe, not at al 
compel or neceſſitate ; nor are their deſtinations to raine, bu 
conſerve the world. 

If therfore Nature, uniting all her divifions of Waters beloy 
the Moon, into one great heap, or Abyls, mult yer fall yery mud 
ſhort of that immane proportion.requiſite to furniſh out the Ds 
luge ; and though her ſtock had bin large enough, yer couldſhe 
not, without apparent deſtruftion of. her ſelf, 5. e. infringing thole 
fundamental Conſtitutions, or Elementary Laws, 'whole conſt 

* Tenor only defines her to be Nature, affiſt to their eruptionay 
of their proper Receptaries, and their prepoſterous Aſcenſion w 
hill : cruely, I am yer tolearn, what can be conceived to remain 
but this, that thoſe Decumani Fluftas, thole immens Cataraftshal 
both their /upply and morion immediatly from that bigh hand,t 
which nothing that he wills can bedifficulc, 

With this Problem, I confeſs, Ihave more then once im 
my reaſon; yet doth the difficulty ſometimes enflame my 
fity to enquire out the ankas v7 part of rhe miracle: iu 
Whence Omnipotence ſummoned. this mighty Syndrome, or Cw 
flux of Waters to appear, at ſo ſport a warning, upon the fact 
the Earth, or in what part of the Uniyerſe they were quanen 
before, and by what wajes and means they were drawn off agyi 
and voyded after the Floud > That eminent Maſter of the Oprich, 

and excellent Mathematician , Cirifoph. Scheinerns (in It 
Vrſina, pag. 693-) diſcourſing againſt thoſe who haye aflentl 
the Incorruptibility of the Heavens, & quoad partes, + tot, 
introduceth Ferdinand. Dnuirinus de Salazar. a Jeſuit, in.Þ 
Comment upon 27. verſ. of the 8. chap. of the Proverbs of #% 

| delivering his opinion derived from others, wid 
reaſons to ſupport it; that there muſt be a Tebow , or All 
of Waters above the Firmamens, or berwixt the $*, ſphear #8 
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theShecinah, or dwellirg place of God, The Texts of Scripture, 
which. this opinion 1s ſupported, are (1) the 7. verſ;, wf the 
1. Chap. of Geneſ, where the Author of that book deſcribing 
the ſeyeral piles or ſtories of this great building, faith thus ; and 
God made the Firmament, and divided the Waters which weve 
wnder the Firmament, from the waters which were above the 
firmament, &c. (2) that of David (Pſalm 33. wer. 7.) he layd 
w the depth in ſtorehouſes. (3 ) that of theAngel to Eſdras(2.ch. 
4. verſ. 7.) propoling queſtions to puzle weak but proud mor- 
tality; How many Springs are above the Firmament, or which 
are the ontgoings of Paradi/e ? (4) that expreſſion of the greateſt 
Naturaliſt, Salomon ; and Wiſdome ſaw him ſet his compaſs upon 
the face of the depth (which the Septwagint, plus de ſententia, 
quem de ſingulis vocibus ſoliciti, have rendred, aderam cum ſc- 
cerneret ſedems ſuper ventos.) (5) that allo of the Pſalmiſt (P/al; 
104. verſ. 3.) who hath layd the beams of his chambers in the 
Waters. 
ſpon thele and the like perlwafions many of the moſt learned 
Rabbines, and after them not a few of our modern Diuines, haye 
concluded.; that at the Deluge the Floudgates of this -7ehows 
Rabba, were unlockt, and the waters' being ſhowred down in 
Cataract upon theearth, fwell'd the deluge aboye the mountains. 
This, indeed, ſeemed ſmooth and plauſible to my firſt apprehen- 
hons; and promiſed not only to fatisfy, but compenſate my for- 
mer anxious diſquifition : but when Thad a little recoyered my 
thoughss our of the pleaſant ſurpriſe of the novelry', and caft 
Sour, by what conyeyances or. Aqueduts the tides of this Sw- 
perceleſtiall Ocean might be tranſmitted through ſo many Orbs 
(which not a few great Clerks haveaffirmed to be Solid ) with- 
eutdiſlocation of any one, at leaſt without interrupting or con- 
lag their regular Circumyolutions; which bggens not, for 
theflars kepr on their Coutles, as the retrograde Calculations of 
their ſeyerall Periods will ſoon evince : as alſo, if they were tran(- 
luled; what became of them afterward, when the fourty days 
wee oyer ? For either they. muſt be returned from whence they 
exe, to repleniſh that: monſtrous Yacwiry ; their abſence had 
wade berwixe the 8%, otb, ade Eapyerees' — 
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Article 12, 
Thatthe Cefia- 
won of Pagan 
Oracles, upon 
the incarnation 
of God,was an 
effc& meer] 
ſuperna 5 
comprobated 
uncontrollably, 


heer below, and ſo perpetuate the Inundation, and ſo put God tg 
the exigent of making a new ſupply of Waters aboye the firm. 
ment. When,]I fay, I had aba edge of my Credulity wit 
theſe occurring difficulties, I fadly relapſed into my former iy- 
certitude, Not but that I am almoſt perſwaded, fromthe literal 
ſeaſe of thoſe Texts, that berwixt the Shecinah or paradiſe of God 
and his bleſſed retinue, and the 84. orb, there is a Tehom Rabbe, 
for Ido not ſee howthoſe places can be etherwiſe, if rightly, in- 
terpreted : but that I cannot yet drive my beleif beyond thok 
two objeRions, -and find it more ready to incline to this Can 
jeaure. (for tis yetgoneno farther ) of my own ; That God mi- 
raculouſly created a ſufficient ſupply of Waters purpoſely for the 
Deluge, and afttrwards adnibilated them again. This,I am ſur, 


was ascafy to him, as any other Courſe imaginable ; leſs.injw 


rious to and inconfiſtent with the works of the former Creation, 
and renders the wonder moſt familiar ro our Comprehenhen 
If it be objeRed upon me, that God put a period to all Creatin 
aſter ale firſt Hexameron or fix. days ; I ſhall defend my if 
with the barzel -of Meal, and cruiſe of Oyle, that ſuſtaind the 
Widow andiher ſon in the famin of Zarephath ; wherein thee 
was a freſh-Creation of two {eyoral ſubſtances, with all their pe 
calical Accidents about them every day ; or a tranſmutation o 
Aer int9 Mral and Qyle, which was equivalent. And as fot 
the other harſh term of Adnihilation, I ſay tis equally facil» 
tim to reduceany thing-to, as co.cduce it fromNothing, But the 


v9 ewes fparcd, icbcing att de to prone 


was wot Natural ; not to digreſs into a dilqwe 
ftion how- or by whatcryptick means twas ſmpernatural. 


Thatthe-Ceflation, or (rather) - Intercifiow of Oracles, wa 
an Atcheivemtoo difficule for the fingle arm of Nature; 1 om 
crive-lewwyll difpuce, but ſuch ridiculous Ignorancs iy the Mita 

ksof Spirits, or Scale of Creatures, as cndevour toinks 
bitate the yery Ex5ftence of Evil 4 ngels, and refuſe to be per 
ſwaded, thas there is any ſuch real-Emtiry as a Devil, withours 
Demonſtration from Senſe, and the conviction of an Fppariti. 
Bur ifany ſhall, the bot adyice my haſt —_ 
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them, is this; that : they would weave their long clue of thaughts 
inco this ſhort and plain Dilemma, 
We muſt grant, cither that that black Prophet, Satay, made 
a voluntary or ſpontaneous refignation of his uſurped Divinity, at 
the nativity of the Prince of Peace ; and of his own accord 
flent, upon the Adyent of the ward of Life : or els, that - 
Power infinitely more abſolute and ſoyeraign then his own, he 
was compelledto confels the decay of his tyranny by an Exile from 
his Alrars, and himſelf ftracken with an Aphonia, or Palſy in his 
oo_ tongue, ſo that all he could utter, was, that he. could no 
; for one of theſerwo Propoſitions muſt be true. 
_—_ Firſt cannot fince to make a Voluntary Confeſſion of 
his [nor ance, ; Imporene, and ſubjeftion,in the face of the World, 
and eſpecially in thoſe places, where for ſo many Ages t he 
tad ſolemnly pretended to Omniſcience, Omnipotence, and Swpre- 
mary ;. is Wholly repugnant to Satans Pride : nor would that 
Ambition, whicheyen ia the purity of his nature ſpurred 
him beyond the ken of his ical wiſdome, up to an Attempt 
ofthe higheſt impoſlibilicy, (viz. to make himſelf equal to thac 
Eſfeste, which made him what he was) ſuffer him to proclaim 
timdF tobe leſs, then what he had made himſelf appear to be 
inthe eſtcem of his infatuated Vortaries, For notwithſtanding 
the hand of Divine Vengeance had hurled him, (like a us 
Meter that durſt outface the brighter S»v, . from its iplen- 
owe defumed) fromthe higheſt heaven into the loweſt s 
ed him from the moſt glorious order of Creatures to 
"ae vile, accurſed and deſpicable : yer is his Romach' as 
r, as when he afpired to the throne of Uwity ; nor hath the 
— or reyerberated flanies of hell cyerfince,bin able to con- 
that humor of Competitionin him. Witneſs his ſeveral impu- 


 dewinyafions of the prerogati rogue of Ge b among oi 


theriibute of Divoxe 20T\Don ons ,man ;nay cycn 
from the- Sonne of God, when yerhe move chen apeſind bis his 
Divicky. Beſides, as itſcerns a manifeſt 
Amboy of Pride ſhould freely dere& his own awe : fo rage 
thit the Farher of Lies ſhould v broach a 7rark;. and 
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and diſcoyer his Indivinity ; cannot but ſound a yery great im- 
probability ar leaſt. For how unlikely is it, that chat ſophiſtical 
Spirit, whoſe Tyranny was founded, . ſupported, and continued 
ſolely by his cunning promotion of Error, and his ſubtil work. 
ings upon the deceprible Condition of man ; ſhould willingly de. 
poſe himſelf, diſmantle his Rrongett holds, proclaim the impo. 
ftures of his Amphibologies, and diyulge his ruine, by reStifying 
the ſeduced judgements of his greateſt Fayourites, and declaring 
2 Verity that muſt diſprove all that eyer he ſayd before? How 
diffimilar. to Reaſon, that he who durſt adyenture upon the 
higheſt falſhood in the world, -ro make himſelf God : ſhould fo 
far forget the maximes of his black Art, as of his own accord to 
confeſs himſelf to be the baſeſt of Entities, a Devil ? How remate 
fromall the ways of perſwaſion, that he who had boaſted himſelf 
Ubigquitary, uſurped by a counterfeit title the Aonarchy of the 
World, and given out, that the Pyeſcience of :Future Events was 
not only: the naturalannex of his Omniſcience, but the Preordine- 
tion and diſpoſal of them the adjun of his Providence :- ſhould, 
without the impulſion of a ſuperior, berray himſelf chained to ut- 
ter darkyeſſe, ro-bebut a Slave, thatthere was a ſctled law of 
Fate above his compreoll, asin hisexcuſe to Craſus — his 
Armphibologic; and that his Providence was at belt but Preſagi 
r:0# from -the.concurrent inclinations of ſecond Cauſes, nor is 
Prediions of things to come, orher then artificial Conje #wres ? 
To conclude; no man, I ſuppoſe, will be able to-remember any 
other:Inflance of the Devils Fidelity and Yeracity (thoſe Cot 
feſſions- of Chrifts Divinity, and that in the preſence of Trath 
it ſelf, chat he came from: compaſhng the carth in —_ of whom 
he might deyour, mentioned in holy Writ;excepted; 

one ſeritence of truth eyer ſpoken by him to his own diſadyantagg, 
beſides this one ; that he was commanded to ſout up his Oracles, 
by a Power, which he could. never contradi: And- therefote 
the 'Second Propoſition muſt | be true and evident +: viz. that his 
Oraeles were filenced by the immediate hand of that: Cane, 
whoſe A tivity is fo far the Power of cither Satan orN ature, 
taken cither fingly; or combined together, (for the Former is but 


;) or produce - 
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alanguid Agent; if you deny him the auxiliatory concurenct > 
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the Latrer) as Infinitude isabove Limitation, Almi ohtineſs aboye 


Impotency, or Omniſcience above Ignorance. 

Now to me, this procels of Argumentation ſeems fo ſmooth, 
familiar and cuſtomary, and the whole ſeries of InduQtions fo ob- 
yiousto a diale&icalconfideration ; that, when I reflect upon the 
facility of their occurence ro our thoughts, I cannot bur extremel 
wonder, how ſo many profound and circumſpeR Philoſophers, 
and thoſe whoſe threads of life were unraveld in thecager purſuit 
of knowledge, could referre the ceſlation of Oracles to Natural 
meceſrities, and acquielce ina confidence of thoſe weak, remote, 
inconſiſtent, impertinent and ſo contemptible_ reaſons, urged by 
Plutarch, &c. to lalye the difficulty of this accident, and ferye as 
a ſpecious A/51um for their puzled curiohities to retreatto, 


Laſtly, that that generally confeſt Eclipſe. of the Sur, (and, 


Article 13. 


indeed, the only one this great Luminary did eyer ſuffer ; fince Thar the Eclips 


we may with more propriety call all others but Partial {nter- 
ceptions of his light, by thelefſer body of the Moon interpoſed in 
a ſtraight line ro ſome part of the Terreſtrial Globe ) which hap- 
pened at the Death of Chriſt, was above, nay againſt the funda- 


of the Sun, ar 
the death of 
Chriſt, was 


purely Meta- 
phyſical, irrefu- 


mental conſtitutions: of Nature ; is manifeſt from hence, that on tably demon- 
the third of April, or Feria ſexta, being the Paſſion day, in the ftraied. 


year'e/Ere Chriſti nati 33. ( which is ſynchronical to the 78, of 
the ?ulian account ) the Sun and Moon were then in oppoſction 
Giametrical, and the 21oos her (elf totally eclipſed in Libra tothe 
Antipodes of Feruſalem : as may be certified to any man that cat 
read the Celeſtial Ephemerides backward, s, e. recalculate the pe- 
tiodical Conjunttions and Oppoſitions of thoſe two great Lights 
ofheayen, by the Tables of Aftronomy. For thoſe Charaters of 
time being punRually reſtrained to ſer8& certain periods,the Aſtro- 
nomer may as cafily attain to the minute of aty eclipleix preterito, 
as the preſcience of apy in future; provided that his Hypogheſis 
be found, and his Schemes ereted with exaRneſs correſpondent : 
ney ſuch is the certitude of this rule, as to the firit decifion of cime, 
that though the Aſtronomer may chance to learn of the Hiſtorian, 
that there hath bin an eclipſe;yer for the determination of its preciſe 
time8. placeyhiſtory muſt go to ſchool to Aſtronomy asScaliger(de 
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Emendat. tempor.) hath obſerved to our hands, Thus when 
Evuſebins and Dio had recorded an Eclipſe of the Sun to haye 
falne out a little before the death of Augnſt»s, and ſo to haye 
been a kind of prodigy portendiog the fall of ſo bright a Star ; the 
Aſtronomers coming her to examine the ſynchroniſme, by their 
retrograde calculations, found the Hiſtorians in a double error : 
that Eclipſe being not of the S#»,but the Mſoon;and not preceding, 
but ſwcceeding his funerals. | 
To aſſure - miracle yet nearer, let us look back to the Ele 
ments of Aſtronomy. The Eclipſe of the Moon is cauſed by the 
Intervention (for {o tis according to the moſt probable Hyporhejis 
of Copernicws ) of the opac body of the earth, between her and 
the original of her light, the Sun ; and the Eclipſe of the Sun, by 
the interpoſition of the Moon betwixt him and the earth : and 
therefore the Sun cannot be eclipſed; but when he isin Conjuntion 
with the Moon ; nor the Moon, but when ſhe is in oppoſition to 
* the Sun, Yer notwithſtanding doth not every monthly conjundi- 
oh and oppoſition of theſe two lights produce an eclipſe to one of 
chetwo ; but only that Conjunition and Oppoſition which is Dia» 
metrical: 5. e, when the Central point of the Sun faceth the Cav 
tral- point of the Moon, and that again confronterh the centre of 
the earth, {o — that an arrow ſhot in a ſtreighe line frm 
the circurnference of the Sun through its Centre, would allo pers 
pendicularly trarisfix the Centers of the other two orbs, And ths 
falls outonly when the Moons Eccentrich tranſeQteth the Suns, in 
that line, whichis for that reaſon called the Ec/iprick ; nor thi 
in nie then tws points; called by Ptolemy, the Nods, or knots, 
and by the Arabians, the Head and T aile of the Dragon. 
Apain, theſe Interſe#ons are not conftaric to one cerrain 
or place, bur circurtigyrated by a ſlow mocien, make a circled 
18 yeaty conplete; and thetefore every 18 year the Moon mult 
be edtipled iticlie fame degree of the ſame bgne in the Zodiack, its 
fallibly ts the ertfof the world : which is rhe ruleby which every 
—— 4. maker doth- calculate his predictions of 
nar | 
| Now this belig excogirated; and che ecliples retrived back 8 
high av the i5F77 , or foor ofthe Jullag compute, by cevolyingiit 
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leaves of the Celeſtial Valume,; we diſcover that the:Moon-in- 
deed, was naturally eclipſed on the {elf ſame day, whaxeon-the 
$un prodigiouſly ſuffered together with its Author, in the-2 geg. 

Libra, the opacity beginning to the horizon of Jeruſalem ſome 

minutes beforefix in the evening : ſo that the Sun was. no 
ſooner ſet inthe Weſt, but.the Moon .appeared:in.che Eaſt depri- 
yed of more then half her .light ; .the Ca/calation :and figure of 
which Lunar eclipſe, are largely ſer down by Sethus Calvifns, 
to the 3 of April,.inthe 3 3-year of the Nawivity, under Tiberius 
Ceſar, and by Henricus Buntingins, vu Chrowologie Cathalic. 
fol. 237. And thereupon we:may ſafely conclude, that.the De- 
feltion \ br A100n, on the Paſſion day, beingemeerly Netwre/; 
that af the Sun on the ſame day;muſt be Sapernetarel; itbeing 
wpoſſible for the Moon to keep two different lations, or ro 
els thoſe two __ points of heayen, which define the Con- 
junion and Oppohition,at one and the ſame time. This S. Ang. 
(3. de Civit, Des cap. 15.) had reſpe& unto, when he ſaid ; 
nam ſolis obſcurationem,non ex canonico ſyderum curſu acci- 
diſſe oſtenditur, quod tune erat Paſcha Yndeorum, 

Twas a Diſmal day that ſame, though the King of Terrors 
was then yanquiſhe ; for Darkneſs was not only por, but wwder 
theearth,che miracilous.obfcurarion ofthe fam im:our Hemiſphere, 
of neceſſity caulmga defection of the Moon in. the fubterranceus 
one, and ſo making ir morethen midnight to:the 2{mripodes 2 and 
aſecond natare! eclipſe of the Moon ing 'wickim 1x hours 
aker, nay , morethen all this; Sarwrwilthetbonifier of #larkeeſo) 
apprayated this horrid opacity, Gor at the fametime rifing from 
- Horeſcope , he beheld borh ecliples im 2 ſquare mabgnanc 


' But though this eclipſe was 'Varwaynra] tothe Sas, per mywle- 
miley : yer twas purely Natwralper ovuriguer, itbeing requi» 
te, nay neceffary for a froamer reflex -of Lighe to ſuffer a de- 
—o——_ the Fowntuin of Light was water a doud ; proper 
the Crearwre to fyrnpathize with the Crexrer. And therefore, . 
twas a mracle, yet ras no wonder, The wonder was in 
&©-reyerle part <f the accident ; chat the moſt gforious'Smv of 
Righreon/nefs ſhowild ſuffer daik'and amenral exliple, to ex- 
piate - 
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7 piate our deeds of darkneſs. Nor was that a wonder neither, 
now 'I think ont ; for twas the natural effett of his infinite love 
to mankind. 


Article 14. And this, T preſume, the moſt ſtubborn and prejudicate Atheiſt 
The Adequa= jill admit, as eyidence both irong and clear enough, to eyince 


na - 4. M the yerity of our Minor Propoſition ; viz. that God hath, in 


of the Authors F1mes aa ys 6 manifeſted his prerogative of cauſing 
thicd Poſſtion. effefts not only ſuperior, but alſo contradifory to the ordinary and 
eftabliſht Laws of Nature, his ordinary inſtrument, when ſuch 
effets ſeemed either neceſſary, or expedient to his Providence: 
and therefore our Concluſion, viz. that his arme is not ſhortned, 
and he can doe the like in the future, upon any occaſional tmer- 
gency deſigned by his ſecret counſel ; comes not much ſhort of 
ealy Apodittical. 


——— —— 


Szxcr. VI. 


Article 1, E havenow brought our ſelyes tothe laſt 0bjefion urged 
Lucretins his V againſt Uniyerſal Proyidence ; namely , the »nequal 
blaſphemy,riar J;ſfibution of good and evil, or the frequent occurence of cyents 
_ =_— which carry too much appearance of Temerity, to be — 
energy of Na the mature deſignes of an infinite Wiſdome; and ſeem too oblique 
tural Cauſes, is and defleRting towards Partiality, to Rand in a right line with 
the ſole baſis of the hand of divixe Inſtice,which muſt be conceived to diſcriminate 
_ roger, _ betrwixt the Pious and Impions in the Confignation of Happi- 
Providen:. eſs and Miſery, and accordingly to diſtribute irs benefits in ſome 
proportion to the merits, at leaft the worthy ſuſceptibility of the 
receivers: this isa member belonging to another head, and alk 
more properly under the contents of our next Chapter, of the 
Special or Particular Providence of God; and therefore we ſhall 
thicher rransfer the plenary refutation thereof, making it the ſub 
je& of this laſt ſe&ion, to blow off thoſe light and cobweb 
ſeruples , that were ſpun by that Spider, — 
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Cetera, que fieri in terris, caloque tuentur 

Mortales, pavidis quom pendent  mentibu'[ape, 
Efficiunt animos humiless formidine diviem, 
Depreſſoſque premunt ad terram; propterea qued 
Ignorantia canſſarum conferre deorum 

Cogit ad imperinm res, & concedere regnum, & 

L worum operum canſas urlla ratione v 

Poſſunt ; hec fieri divino Numine rentar, &c. lib, 6, 


Thoſe bug-bear Metrors, which the tim*rouseyes 
ol yo Mortals wonder at i*th skies ; 

thoſe unfrequent Prodigies, that appear, 
On earth ( while their weak ſouls are fool'd by Fear) 
Are the ſole charms, that emaſculate, 
And cheat mens minds toabeleif of Fate, 
And ſome vindiftive Numen. For, becauſe 
Men 4 not jm"_y Laws, 
Nor t Efficienc 1 

Ta.falvetheir Y u” n96.4 to Dioxmity : : 

idly reſt in this ; what ere befall, 

Twas caus'd by Providence, that diſpoſerh all. 


The cok 


True it is, indeed, nor will any thing but ignorance deny that 
Plyfology, or the ſpeculation of Natal Cauſes har hath a power 

to raiſe the mind of manto a generous from whenceic ©” 
fan , and without that vertigo or which uſu- 
aly turnes the brains of the multitude, the moſt fro znar. 
ousmeteors; and look inthe face of Li 


on iy Oe ng 
or,andare ready to be ſhook to duſt wich fu- 


"Tack is pY 2s Lucretins woke © chartiounyorthy 


theſe yetſes to alienate mens minds from the fear of an 


2h the conflancy and ſetled courage of a Philoſopher, when he ſony 
bearded comet, hears a loud IS of Thunder, orfeels the earch 
—__ (all which Natural eyents common eyes gaze upon az 
horrid Portents, and dangerous agonies of Nature ) inftantly to 
forget his Principles, and run ro conlult wich the ſuperſtitiog 
books of the Herrurians, and other puſiltznimous Comments on 
thoſe pageants, of neceſtary Fhanomenas, whoſe Caulalities ae 
eftabliſht,and their preciſe contingencies preſageable by the cafe 
prognoſticks of meteorolooy. 
But however, though this ought to preyentour fears : yetic 
cannot be extended to the extinction of our deyotion. 
it may commend our knowledge, to ſmile when the heayey 
frown : yer it more commends. it, if we look above them, and 
through thoſe viſible operations of Nature difcoyer that inviſible 
cauſe, that made, conferyes, and regufates her, Though it demon 
frae-our KilÞin Phyfecks - unmoyed , bow hs ground 
rrembles.: yer will it our ignorance in 
not to fall Srofiddte ir an humble reverence to char nr 
that ſtretched ont the North: over the empty place, and hanged 
the earth upon neching. And —_ ic be an honour ro our Rez- 
ſon, to exptore the Abftruſiries- of Nature; and readily refer he 
i moſt admirable effrs ro their proper efficiencs : yer,ar the ſane 
'' ime, not to confeſs thar omniporent Agent, which is the ſoul of 
| all- energy; ard- the higheſt link in the Chain of Cauſes ; diſho- 
nours it eyventothe moſt odious ſhame -of Atheiſme, which istht 
greateſt ignorance. 


| — ——-Jy_nw ee On unuet | __— Ca | 
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Atticte'3,, Norvisic Religivs thar makes men Coward? ; for che-beſt my 
Magnarimity co-harden the Spirit of' man, is firſt to- ſoften ir with che Fears 
the proper et© (God ; andthe nobleſt TinRure of magrnanimity is extracted out 
&Q of Rel of an humbtc apprehenſion, and fiduciary acknowledgement d 
—— In anal obſervant Deity. This the wiſe Father well underſtood, 

when refuting that impious.crror of the Poer, Primus in wh 
Dror focit #imor, he wii this golden Aphoriſme ; Ou; Dew 
agnoſeis, if non Dominumexcatie ſuperbuns, [ed averſarurif 
timun Þ arentens ; cujusreſpettu Animns fit non formidine Wi 
lic, od veveremtia_ fidneie plenuy. . "— 
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ard. 355 
" Again, when we aſcribe the Motarchy ofthe World to one Article 4. 
ſapreme Cauſe, we do not derogate a jot trom the Power of ſe- The opinion 
cand Cauſes ; bur rather confirme and ſubſcribe the Charter of of 3 General 
their deputations : fince we thereby inferre an aſſurance,tharthoſe * —_ 
Cauſes are really ſuch as he was pleaſed to conſtitute them, that Piyſoology, 
theigaRiyities are but emanations of his omnipotence ; and their 

effeQs the appointments of his Wiſdome. And upon this medita- 

tion is ir, that when we obſerve unfrequent wildfires in the Clouds, 

1 [hprmenirrn the acr, Trepidations in the carth, and other 

the like admirable effeRs reſulting from the concourſe and con- 

ſpiracy of potent Natural agents ; we doe not inſtantly quench 

our wonder and check our curiofity, by aſcribing the prodution 

ofthem to God, fo as if he were the ſole and immediate Axthor 

ofthem, and that no other Nataral Cauſe intervened betwixt 


his Yolition and their Contingency : but by ſuppoſing him to be 
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the Firſt and General Cauſe aſwell of that particular one, as of 
all others in the World ; and that beſides the Firſt there is requi- 
ted a Second Particular one, whole indagation will fully come 
the ſweat and oyle of our ſtudy, and which we muſt aoc 
, though we cannot diſcover, but acknowledge it tobe a 
Natural one, however to obſcure for the jnyencion of ous perlpi- 
ccity, 
To conclude, out of this one Fountain may be deriyed fireams Article 5, 
enough to rince away all thoſe feculent Scr#ples,whichthe polluted Lucretixs his 


wit of Lucrerias hath ſcraped off the Thunderbolt, ro obftruR ſcruples con- 
the current of Providence. For the Principles of that affrighting cerning rhe 


F222 
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Fo 


ſe Meteor are comprehended under that ſeries of Natwral Cauſes — 
ou Oo pnmmnenen Gate oppelnd arts, of the theatre of fe&s of the 
oof « this fublunary Globe ; nor doth he force from the ordinary Thunderbolts 

re- 


road of their eſſential and proper ARtivities, upon any extraor- P80 

dinary or new way of violence:and therefore tis as natural an eyent '*'* 

ifthis Granado of the clouds fall on the head of an 1xnocent, as 

fir fell on the head of the _ perſon ; as r for ic 

toftrike the facred batlements of a Temple, as to light upon an 

unhallowed roof;and as conſonant tothe _ of wpeajeſinn or 
» - 
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ya army Gs tee red; why þ 
ve, by wa jeftion, enquired ; dd 
wot God, that he might leave [Aorton toC rocky, ya his john 
tution of the Laws of Natare, ordain ſuch a ſeries of Canſes 

for the Generation and Exploſion of the Thunderbolt, and limy 
their operations to ſuch a certainty of events, as that it ſhoull 
never come to paſs, that this Fireball ſhould deftroy the Good, and 
miſs the Impions ? 

This itch of ignorant, and therefore bold, curioſity may cafly 
be mortified by applying this euporiſton or obyious /o/xtion; 
that the exds or deſignes of Particular Providence, in thele or the 
like occurrences, are full of Pradence, as tothe intention of God 
though full of obſcurity, as ro the inveſtigation of our unequal 
Underſtandings : and therefore for us, when we cannot findo 
theſe imperceptible ends, therefore to conclude that thoſe Aj 
dents , are meer accidents, and have no ends at all ; isnot th 
palliate, but aggravate our ignorance, fince tisa raſh and 
deluſion of the judgment of man, to preſume that he is acquainted 
with the ſecret Counſels of God ; a madneſs beyond the ſeverity 
of Bethlem, for — pretend ability to read thoſe Arcay 
TImperii, or myſtical of Fate,written in inviſible Hieroghp 
phicks, which are too hard for the intuition of Angels. a 
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CHAP. V. 


The eſpecial Providence of God 
Demonſtrated. '9 


-<” EI ora x: 3 


Sxcr. I 


Aving ſayled oyerthe immens Ocean of Gods Gene= Article 1. 
ral Providence, m—_ _—_ of our own con- = —_ 
genial Cynoſure, iphr of Natxre ; our next » 
voyage Cnr to be up the Aves of his Parts- _— 
| cular or Special : which being the golden River, twixe this pre= 

that conſtantly inyirons the Microcoſme, or ſent , and 

fed. Man, and imports all the advantages and mutations of - precedent 

qpineſ and Miſery,that occurre to humanity during the trade |, ncceliry - 
of lite; is that point we haye thus long coaſted about to difco- he Authors 
yet. 'But before we put into themouth of this Exphrares *, we begfaniag er 
conceive it neceſſary firſt to ſound, and ſend out our Pilot Reaſon, the A 
todetet thoſe Shetves and” Rocks caſt up by the common Ad- 
verſary of mankind ; upon which many weak veſſels have foun- * 4# ns pul 
derd, np. bu leaks of Atheiſme, and ſo ſunk down — 
right into arathrum of ſorrow, which knowes no exhau- cundumgue 
flion, and admits of no regreffion, FO Ms reddat. 
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Article 2, TheF & of thofe, we finde to be that contraprovidential Ar- 
The firſt ob- . . gurgent of that Secretary of Hell, Epicurns ; Ynod beatum ef, 
jeQion, delu- 7c immortale, id neque ira, neque gratia tang : that thoſe Paſp. 
_ —_— ons of Anger and Love are incophiftent with the conſtant and in- 
* rate 4. ' mutable condition of that Natwre, whoſe ſumple eflence is cons 

* . pounded of Immortality and Beatitude ; and therefore, as Buj 
neſs and Cares muſt deſtroy the Tranquility, ſo the affeRion 
of Indignation and Placability muſt ſubyert the Conſtancy, oc 
eternal Sameneſs of divinity ; and upon inference, that nenher 
our moſt feryent Impieties can accend, nor our peaitential Tear; 
extinguiſhthe Wrath of God. 


Article 3, That this poyſonous Grape grew upon that wild Vine, Epi 
The lame ex= cx, ( that Lac may not of belie the Devill) is not only K 
—— by 4 ligible from its ſtinking odour, and affinity of raſte, thatic bean 
Pomored by £0 that deteſtable deſign of his ( in Epift. ad Herodorum) to ena 
 Lucretins, out of the mind of man all theimprefions of Regen, 
induction of a beleif, that God doth not oblerye the good and 
evil a&ions of men, ih this life, and by conſequence ſhall nor cow- 
penſate them with Felicity, or miſery,after death : but nrniki 
upan the aſſcyeration of three judicious and conſcientionswit 
nelles, Seneca, Cicere, and Laftantine. For the Firſt 
upon him in theſe words ; ( 4. de Benefic. 4. ) Deus, inquithy 
Carng, mibil agis, nec is lum beneficia, quam injurie by 
£#nt : The Second in thele ; Dis, inquit Epicurus, neque proj 
£14 C4 eſſe ſolent, neque irati, (3. de Nat. Deer.) the Third, 
in theſe; De ] 2:24 Epicari eſt, pcut iram in Deo zon efſe, ttaus 
frations quidew ; nam cum putat Epicurns, alienuw efed Do 
walum facere, atque necere, quad ex affeitu irecundie plerumg; 
ne/citur, ademit ci etiew beneficentiam , quonian videharow 
ſequens eſſe vt fi iram babeat Deus, habear & gratianm, ltaqu 
ne vitinw concederet, etiam virtutis ferit expertems. Which at 
bis diſciple Zacretizs ( who, as Theſexs, {corned to 
orſake his Maſter, though he led him into. hell ) bach. concratd 
into this Triſtich: | 
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N am private dolore omni, — periclic, 
Iſa ſai poll opibus, whil indig a woftri, 
ec 


ee Promeritls Caprr nur, negue Fangitur ira. 


Tr Immortal Nature, placed aboye the ſenie 
Of: ſorrow, danger, and all indigence, 

Rich in its own Perfettions ; neither can 
Smile at the Good, nor frown at'h /f of Mar, 


The import of all which amounts to no higher a ſum of reaſon, 
then only this ; that the Sapreme Natwre, being wholly imploy- 
&dins blisfull yacancy, and entirely taken up with che ſupecla- 
tively- pleaſant contemplation of irs own excellencics, hath caſt 
the rains upon our Own necks, commirted the managery of all our 
z#airs to our own providence, and hearsncither che clamours of 


our impierics, nor the ſighes of our ſupplicacions, bur 
of crys ws. in, ſounregardant of all _ attions. Sic 


enim ſeſe res habet, ut ad proſperam, adverſamve fort unam qua « 


bit fr. awt quemadmedum: vizeri, nihil interfit ; as Cotta, per- 
kaated by Cicers.( 3. de Nar, Deor,) or as Ceſar m Lacan, , 


—— — Nunquan {t enra Deorum 
Sic premit, ut veſtra vite, veftreque ſaluts 
Fata vacent — 


The Gods are never ſubject ton Care ;- 
Nor doe the Fares look how you Morral:s fare. 


The Serond, objected frequently againſt the Sroicks , by the 
Atademicks, as that incomparable Atheomaſtix., Lattantins, 
tath obſerved ( de 574 Deb, cap.'1 3. ) is this ;- Cur, f Dens ow- 


te hominum cauſſs fecerit, eriam multa contraris, & inimica, 


& peſtifera nobis reperriantur, tam in mari, quam in terra? If 


Article 4. 
The (ſecond 
objeRion, ex- 
—_— 
mans 
_— the 


ma be the chief objeft of Gods love, and his wdlfare the grand boſtility of ma- 
menion of his Providence ; why chen did he create ſo many ny ocher Na- 


| and malicious enemies againft him, inall clemenes, and : 'u**. 
Ul expoſe him: co encounter more dangers then his ayes nay 


—— => — 


Article 5, 
The laſt ob- 
jeQion, of the 
Adverſity of 
the Piouws and 
Proſperity of the 
Impious, in this 
life. 


then his baires can number ? If God be an indulgent Father, how 
dares Nature prove her {elf ſo cruel a Stepmother to man? F 
his Creator intended him for a Favorite, and made him the 
centre in which- all the lines of his bleſſmgs ſhould conyene ty 
make up a full and conſtant feliciry ; how comes it to pals, that 
the vileſt of Creatwres inſulc over him, and make him the pointa 
which all their darts of hoſtility are leyelled, ſo that his life is 
madea full and conſtant infelicity ? | 


The Laft, and indeed the moſt dangerous rock, againſt which 
innumerable numbers not only of unhappy Erhnicks, that wan. 
ted the Compaſs of true Religion, and ſo were forced to ficer by 
the im Chart of their own natural judgment ; but allo of 
Chriſtians, who had the incſtimable adyantage of the Feriprare 
( the only Loadftone that neyer defleRts from the point or unity of 
truth ) have ſuffered ſhipwrack; is this : The calamitons conditi- 
on of the Virtuous, and the proſperons eſtate of the Vitious, in 
this life. A 

The moſt full and accurate deſcription of this Scylla- we can 
meet with amongſt many of thole venerable Fathers, who with 
much ound lnnteg as ſtrenuous induſtry, have attempted 
the remoye of it; is given us by Latantins ( lib. 3. cap. 17.) 
thele words : Videbat Epicurns bonts' adverſa ſemper accidert, 
paupertatem, labores, exilia, carorum ami[ciones : malos contra 
beatos eſſe, augeri potentia, honoribus affici. Videbat innocentian 
minus tutam, ſcelera impune committi. Videbat ſine deleftu me 
rum, fine ordine, ac diſcrimine annorum, ſevire mortem : ſed 
alios ad ſeneftatem pervenire, alios infantes rapi, alios jam re 
buſtos interire, alios in primo adoleſcentie flore immaturss fun 
ribus extingui. In bellis potins meliores & winci, & perin, 
maxime aniem commovebat, homines imprimis religioſos malis 

'; ii4 anrem, qui aut Deos omnino negligerent, aut minu! 
pie colerent, vel minora incommoda evenre, vel nulla. Tot 
obſervation of Epicarns it appeared, that unjuſt Fortune, no: 
the- diſcriminating hand of Divine Providence, had the db 
peniation of Happineſs and Miſery : for Adverſity is the cons 
mon cognizarice of Honeſty, and poyerty, unceflanc and _ 
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(full labours, baniſhmenr, loſs of friends, and the like dolefull 
accidents are alwaics in the lots of Good men : but on the contra- 
ry, Proſperity is frequently the pathognomonick of Vi/lainy,and 
increaſe of power, accumulation of honours, and other blandiſh- 
ments of fortune are the portion of Wicked men, That the ready 
way to danger, was to be innocent ; and to be extremely nefarious 
the only hopefull means to attain impunity. That death, like an 
incotiderate Tyrant, ſpares none upon the exceptions of age, 


- ſex, dignities, or merits ; bur, raging in an arbitrary way of cru- 


elty, ſuffers ſome ro. unravell their clue of life to the laſt minute of 
old age, while he cuts off the threads of others more hopefull in 
the firft rundle of infancy. That he extinguiſherh the vital lamp 
of ome, in their brighteſt and ſtrongeſt luſtre ;-of others before 
they are well and throughly kindled ; and permits others to 
ſhine till chey have conſumed their laſt drop of oyle. That the 
fword of war both conquers and cuts off the moſt noble and ya- 
lanc heads : while the degenerous and cowardly eſcape unwoun- 
ded. And, ,what with the greateſt yiolence ſwayed him from the 
beleif of Particular Proyidence, that the moſt religions had, for 
the molt part, the moſt affliftions ; but thoſe, who either contem- 
ned,or neglected,or but coldly affeted the worſhip of the Gods, 
had either leſs & lighter misfortunes, or none art all. 

Nor did the impiety of Epicsrss reſt here, but, as if this ob- 
|kion, though fine enough to entangle the phanſies of yulgar 
flies, were yet too looſly woyen to enſnare the judgments of more 
decifive and rating heads ; proceeds to reduce it to more 
doſeneſs and ftrength, by ſuperadding theſe ſophiſtical knots, 
Ant Deus wult tollere mala, & non poteſt ; ant poteſt, & non 
vnlt ; aut neque vult, neque ws aut & vult, + poteſt, Ss 
valt, & non poteſt, imbecillss #, ideoqne nou Dens ; fi poteſt, & 
non vult, imvidns eft, quod eque alienum a Deo; fi neque v#lt, 
wque poreſt, & invidus & imbecillis eft, ideoque neque Dems; 
þ vult & poteft, quod ſolum Deo convenit, unde ergo mala ? aut 
cur illa non tollit ? 

Either God is willing to amoye thole evils from good men, 
but cannot ; or can, ahd will nor 3 or neither can, nor will ; or 
both will and can. If he hath a will, but not a power, then 2 
Y 
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Article 6. 


The ſporadical 
diffufon there- 


of upon Eth- 
micks, Hebrews 
and Chriſtians: 
and the proba- 
bilicy- of cheir 
, who 
hold the book 
of Fob, to be 


a Treatiſe con- 


ecrning the 


fame ſavjeR, 


Inſuuared, 


he impotent, and ſo no God. If he hath a power, but not a will, 
then is he malcyolent and envious, and ſo no God : for malic 
and weaknels are equally incompetent to the divine Nature. If he 
want both will and Power, then is he both maleyolent and im- 
potent ; and by conſequence no God, If he want neither, as he 
muſtnot if he be God : whence come thole evils ? or why doth 
he not amoye them ? 
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And too far did this deſigne of his ſucceed ; for the contag} 
of this peſtiferous error became fo Epidemical, as that it diffuſed 
itſelf not only upon his ſchool, and there corrupted the brains of 
Philo/ophers ; bur dilated even. to the infeton of the more re- 
rote and grofſer mindes- of y/omen and Poers ( both which mi. 
tajjon. makes eafily fubje& taany impreflion of fle/fhboed ) that 
lized many ages after him. For! Women , witneſs that relation, 


daughter to Leontis of EN being on her 
WAY tawards.the place appoinged: bor hes-execution, in the bitter- 
neſs of-he: {picit, ejagulgted thig. deſperate blaſphemy 3 Now i 
14ria, Deas a,multis contr uw z nan qued men: maritum ſerve 
vi, hanc mihi gratians rependunn Dis ; Laodice antem, quad ms 
ritum ſuum interfecenit, maxims in honare eff. Widy: very good 
realon,are the Godscomemard:by- many!;- for thac- I haye taith- 
fully, preſerved. my. husband: from animmature-death,do the Gads 
thus ungr atefully grazifieme with this. my own ubjult and: yio- 
lent one: but Laedice, becauſe ſhe-bath perfidiouſlydeftr 

hes, doth.nowliye,flouciſh,ahd hath her guilty head incircled wich 
a wreath of the moftrefulgent hongurs. Whether the crime; for 
which ſhe was ſentenced, might, deferyc fo feyere-a doom, a 
death; Idarenot.determine, ovr Author being nor- poſitive, nor 
openin that particular : but this I ans ſure of, that ſhe ſuffered 
jultly'; and therefore though I-cannot acquit her /udges, I may 
het: Execmtioners, For Poets, witneſs that confeſſion of Ovid, 


Gum rapiant mala Fara bonos, ignoſcite 
Soflicitor nullis: eſſe putare Deve. oſ 
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When I ſee Good men by i! Fates tofall, 
( Forgiye*c ) I think there are no Gods at all. 


Nay the ſober Clardian profeſieth, that the Felicity of the 
moſt impioxs and unjuſt, and the ſmart Afflittions of the Pious 
| and juſt perſons, here on earth, had often ſtaggered his confidence 
of Divine Providence, and more then inclined him to becotne an 
Apottare from all Religion, and declare himſelf on the fide of 
Epicarns. 

| Sepemihi anbiam traxit ſententia mentem, 
Curarent ſuperi terras ; an nullus _—- 
Rettor, & incerto fluerent mortalia Caſu ? 
Sed cum res hominum tanta caligine vol'us 
Aadfpicerem, latoſqme din flortre nocentes, 
Vexarique pios : rarſus Inbefatta tadebar 
Religio,canſaque vianb no# ſponte ſequtbar 
Alterins varus que twrrers ſemina mot 
Adfirmat, magnumvqne nouns yev Inanc fanras | 
Fortaina, non arle veg, 9u4' Numina ſinſu | 

 Ambigno vet nulla paray, vel neſcra mſtri. 


. 1.1, Ofchathmy dubious mind ſeeny'd well afſur'd, 
.: 1-1; Ehat Gods above dr-affarts of earth procur'd ; 
|. Thatohe wide:Reffo? alt evetts diff guide; - - - 
2% © Nor Good; nor 1{ from Foriewnes wheel could (lide. 
"+1 « Bur-when' $ (aw the Cov of alehs Fares, | 
: The Gxa/ry flourifilong in fravorh Eftates, - 
| And Inwoeence afflicteds was the heatt 
' .c\ Of my Religion fab'd, Fore'dt5 take part 
1 1, With the advetſe opinion : Which coticludes 
+ Thatan immenſe Vecniry inchides = * 
The Principles of all ; in that vaſt range 
Formene, not Arr, doth their old Figares change ; 
 -*-1, - Gods thereare none, ot ſhe} xs doe not Know 
{7 - - Whav parts ſelf-rulig Fforrals aft below: ' | 


Converning' chis cttintht Pod, Clin, thete hath beeri old: 
| 2 


hacking 


a &. 83 BB SS EHETTATT HAHmRTYTE YT HYVUW RT * 2c os 


. Raufinum, 


— 


Lib. 1. un 
ſub init, 


"64 The Special Providence of God demonſtrated. Chay.y, 


p—_ 


hacking and ſlafhing among Antiquarzies, whether he lived in the 


owlelight of Pagani/me,or theilluminating day of Chriſtianiſme, | 


S', Auguſtine, P, Oroſins, and Paul the Diacon (the two far- 
mer whereof flouriſhed not long after he was withered) deſc. 
bing him to be a Chriſts nomine alienus, and paganus pervicss 
ciſſimus ; and Franc. Petrarcha and Landinws having ad 
bim for a Proſelyre, and affirming himſelf tobe not only Chr 
fiane pictati addifins, but allo ro have bin the compoſer of 
this deyout Epigram : 

Chriſte potens rerum, redenntss conditor evi, 

Vox ſummi, ſenſuſque Dei : quem fundit ab alta 

Mexte Pater, Oc. 


But if he were a Chriſtiax, yet could he not want the: excuſe of 
very holy Precedents eyen of that profeſſion, who had fre- 
quently tumbled at the fame tone. For the Royall Hebrew, 
whoſe 2ſuſe was the Holy Ghoſt, though.a man after Gods own 
heart, a Chriftian by the baptiſme of his prophetique faith, and 
one who had frequently inſtruted his harp ro. echo forthPane- 
gyricks of the ſpeciall Providence of the great preſerver of men, 
had yet his confidence ſometimes damp't, and judgement eclipſed 
by the ſame fogg of error, exhaled from. his. experience of 
the proſper off ibenines Nor was the ſhock of this _— 
tion eaſily withſtood by ſo rong a ion ; fort made hi 

reel again, 'as he thus conflohs, My: ent Were almoſ} one, 
my ſteps had welnigh ſlot, For 1.mas envious at the proſperity 
of the wicked. , They are net in trouble, neither are they plagnet 
like other men. Their eyes ſtagd ont with fatneſſe : they have 
more then their heart could wiſh. | They are corrwpt, aud ſpeak 
wickedly concerning oppreſſion :, they ſpeak loftily. They ſet their 
month againſt the heavens: and their rongue walketh mm 
the earth. Behold, theſe are the ungodly, who proſper in the world: 
they increaſe in riches. Verily, 1 have cleanſed my heard in vain: 


and waſhed my hands in innecency.. For all the day long have I ' 


bin plagued, and chaſtened every morning, &c. (Pſalm. 73.) 


To which we may annex that blunt and emphatical leſſon of 


Jeſu ben Syrach ( Ecclefiaftic, 2+) My ſon, if Ry to 
erve 
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ſerve the Lord, prepare thy ſoul for temptation : the concernment 
of which eyety man underſtandsto be this : The more righteous, 
the more afflifted, Here allo is a conyenient place for their opi- 
nion, who-affirme the' Book, of Job to have Vin irtended as no 
hiſtory (though they conced him to have bin no faigned perſon, 
from Ezek, 14. 14. and James 5. 2. buta real example of both 
Fortunes, in an exceeding mea:ure) but a grave Treatiſe concer- 
ning this ſubjet, viz. the proſperity of the impious, and conſtant 
adver ſity of the pions, comprehending the arguments of both the 
Opponent and Defendant of Divine Providence. Which is groun- 
ded upon ſtrong probability, fince, as SF. Terom hath obſeryed' 
and atrefted, in the original Hebrew, from the beginning of the 
book tothe 3 yerſe of the 3 chapter, where the complaint of ob 
ins, all is written in Proſe,and thenceforward during the whole: 
ilpute,ro the 6*", os of the laſt _ allin Hex ameter verſe, 
where the. compoſer again let looſe his pen into proſe, where 
itis manifeſt that the Proſe was deſtined for a kom and 7 
Epilogne to the conteſt in verſe, Now every man knows the for- 
rows and ficknels of 7ob to have bin too intenſe and urgent, to 
endure the calme and leaſure requiring humor of Poeryy either 
in himſelf or his friends : and therefore muſt the book be compo- 
ſed by ſome Perſon not moleſted with either of thoſe cwo im- 
pediments, but. of ſerene thoughts, and acquainted with the an- 
neatcuſtone of diſpofing their Moral Philoſophy into verle. 

And thereare i»/tances enough toilluſtrate both the contumacy: 
and large diffuſion of this 0bjefF;on. I might haye ſayd mure then 
exmgh ; the ſtr and molt military Faith among us. though 
affited by the moſt evident and firm reaſon, being hardly able 
juflly to boaſt an. abſolute conqueſt of, and conſtant immunity 
from the ſharpe clandeſtine aſlaults of the ſame ſcr»p/e - and ſo- 
no man needing other example to eyince the trequent prevalency 
of ir, but what his retired meditations may find alleaged in the 
inventory of his own frailties, lapſes, and remprations ; (all which 
arepunCtually and orderly regifired by that recorder of his ſoul, 
whichthe Divine call's Sur:iSnas, or Conſcience) eſpecially in 
theſe evil times, wherein Pzerty, Wiſedom, [uſtice, Temperance, 
Fortitade, Innocence, and all other Graces and Virtwes are 
V 8 depoſed, 
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Article 1, 
That max is 
phe ſole objeR 
of Gods ſpecial 
Providence, at= 
gued from 
hencezthat he 
is the principal 
objec of his 
( extrinſecal ) 
love ; and 
that inferred 
from hence, 
(1) that God 
hath impreſfled 
vpon the mind 
of man a grea- 
ter knowledg 
of his Divinity, 
then upon any 
other Crea- 
ture, Angels 
only excluded : 
(2) char man is 
onlyqualifiedto 
ſpeculare, ad- 
mirc, and laud 
the pulchritude 
of Nature, 


depoſed ,and onely their Contraries advanced ; in a word, when 
in mthing can make a man temporally miſerable , but the ſeven 
profe ſion of Goodneſs. | 


Sncr, II. 


== God extends the right hand of his Providence upon the 
head of man(the Hezr of all his b/e/55ngs,though the youngeſt 
ofhis Crearwres)ordering the occurrences of his lita, nay the mans 
ner and moment of his death,by a paternal and ſpecial care,mare 
excellent then —_— is pe co regulate and dit 
the operations of all ot nes in the Republique of the W 
is <— ay manifeſt from hence, Lwod —_ [ms rockers. 
quam ceterts rebus notitianm impreſsit, that he hath im 
upon the mind of man a knowledg of his Divinity more clewe 
and diſtinct, then upon any created natures befide,, Angelicaland 
intuitively intellefinal ſpirits only excepted. : 2, 1, 
For though all the works of God carry, inthe front of cher 
diſtin Forms, fome certain Signatures or CharaGers, that ut 
deniably atretft _ vo my Efficient infinite in = 
and Wifedom ; and in reſpe& may be r enough {tid, 
to ſhew forth the glory of their Maker, a pr. wp ney 
do, by a kind of tacit homage, confeſs their origination from, 
and conſtant dependence on one Erernal and Omnipotent Canſe; 
yet are they induced, excited, of rather impelled thereunto, i 


ſtinftu ſolum quodam ceco, only by a blind. and confuſed'igs 


ſting, of which themſelyes haye no poſſible notion. Bur as for 
the Favorite, man, he holds a clear and diſtin& idea of the Na 
rure of God, as hath formerly bin demonftrated; and hath chews 
fore a Logical, aflured, and expreſs cognition of his Creator and 
Conſervator, and that ſo radically united, or identified 'to his 
eſſence, that it can be no Paradox to ayerr, that this ſciences 
part of his ſoul, though that be a ſimple; pure, homogeneal, ny 
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ſindivifible ſubſtance : - ſome modem Enquirers into the 
gazure of che foul, have deſcribed itto be, Afr ſimplex Cop- 
gitionss emninns, que cognoſci poſrint, a firmple Act, or preſene 
Cognition of all things incelligible, 5, e. of God, and conſequent- 
ly, tis nor in the power of the moſt deſperate and obdurate Athe- 
— ſt, to eraſe this idca out of hismind, no more then to change, 
mehiorate, or adnihilate his eſſence, or prevene the ſtroke of 
Death. Now, what could be the Motive, that induced God to 
ennoble man by the prerogarive of rhis excellent Idea, or repre- 
ſentation of himſelf, other then the reflex a& of his own infinite 
Goodneſs ; which in the language of morality, is Free Love , 
tarflowcd in a fullerand richer ftream upon'man, then upon alt 
the World beſide? And what can be the End of this implantate 
abd coeffential Knowledg in man , other then this ; that he 
ſhould conftantly contemplate, admire,andlaud the Perfeions of 
the Donor thereof, and more particularly that concerned Artri- 
bme, which moved him to the free Donarior, narnely his immenſe 
Brneficence ? This being conceded, it remains a plain and per- 
pendicutar Z»ference ; char fmace berween God and man there is 
sgreaccr relation, or Commmios (ſorhe learned Gaſſeydiny calls 
i, is Animadverſ. in lib. 10, Diogen, Laevt: de phyſioleg. 
Ipicari, pag. 744+ ) then berwixe Gor and any other of his 
Creatures © therefore allo mult there be a greater meaſure of 
Providence in God for man, chen tor any orker ; it being neceſ- 
inyrhar che Providewce of God ſhould: hold exact! proportion, 
and be zquilibrated ro! his Love. This neceſficy of a parity or: 
aquipondi um berwixt Love and Providence Divine, may be 
anymiently exemplified in our ſelves ; for by how mach- the 
avre we love our Friends, Wives or: Children, by fo muchthe 
wore carefull and provident are wefor their conſeryation and: 
welfare 


in; our own Expetience is'bo:h argument and teſtimon 
an thar the'perſcrurmion of the myſteries of Nature,and the 
comanplacion of ſablime and: cdleſtial objects, is proper otily 
wma; no other'Anitnal being conſtirared in'a capacity to rivat 
bin thoſe noble operations. And if {o, undoubtedly he mult 
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who dares deny, that thoſe heavenly beauties, and all the peiceg;gf 
Nature beſide were created principally for the uſe'of man, inſos 
much asman was created principally to declare the Glory of th 
Creator. Ad quidenim tantas decor univerſi, niſt efet hoy, 
q#4_conſideraret, ipſeque perſpetto, hymnum Authori caneret} 
Tis an Axiome of conſtant Verity, that Nature makes nethi 
in vain ; and this rule, doubtlels, ſhe learned from that w1i/dome, 
which determineth all its aRionsto certain, adequate, and 
per Ends : now we muſt grant, either that God adorned the 
Univerſe with ſuch exquiſite pulchricude, and admirable imbel- 
liſhment of Art, to no purpoſe-at all ; and ſo was more yay 
and improvident then his in{trument, Natyre : or elle, that he 
conferred that elegancy and amiable decorament upon it, tothis 
end ,-that the curzous Cogitations of man might be entertained, 
excrciſed, and delighted in the ſpeculation and admiration thereof, 
and chrough that maze of pleaſant wonder be conduRed tothe 
true Elyzium,the contemplation of the Fountain of Palchritade, 
and entelechia of Excellencies, God. For there is no medinm be 
tween theſe two Contrarics, nor aty hope of eyading the rigour 
of this. Dilemma, upon pretence of neutrality : ſince God had no 
other end, wherefore he beautified the World, but his own Glory 
in chief, and the excitement of the Admiration and Magnificat of 
man, as ſubſervient chereunto ; nor doth the World contain any 
other Nature, but Man, that is qualified with Faculties requiſtew 
the fatisfaRion of that end, Lau enim aliquam 4liam nnquen 
invenit naturam, que edificium hoc tantum conſpiciens, in Ar- 
chitefti ſapientiſrimi admirationem perinde rapiatar ? We yell 
know, that Relatives (ſecundum eſſe) politively neceſſicate the 
exiſtenceeach of other ; and therefore to allow (what cannot be 
difallowed, but by incurring\a more dangerous abſurdity ) that 
God made, and exhibired the Beanty of the World, ranquam ad 
mirandum ſpettaculum, as a ſpeRacle that cannot bur excite 
Aadmiration in the ſpeculator ; and yet todeny that he provided 
a fit and reſpeRtive /þefator , ſuch whoſe Sex/e ſhould tranimit 
the 5dea of that Palchritude to the judicature of a higher Facab 
ty, and that again be _ impregnated with Admirdtion 
(whieh is nothing but our Reaſons being at a ſtand atthe novel 
a 
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ther frequent, or manifeſt to our cognition, we never admire : 


firſt of Paſsioar, ſoit is the only one that wants a C ontrary, as 

theunimitable Des Cartes hath diſcoyered to us, in ib, de paſ- 

part. 1. articl, 54.) isnot only an impious derogation to 
the wiſdome of God, but alſo a manifeſt Concradition ro our 
omn reaſon, which from the exiſtence of the Relarwm, a ſpeftacle, 
immediately concludes the neceſlary exiſtence of the Correlarnm, 
a fieftator, And that this SpeRtaror can be no other Animal, 
butman ; is too bright a truthto need any other illuſtration, bur 
what is refleted from it ſelf. 

To which Atgument,' of the Creators adopting man to be his 

fling and intimate Fayorice, the Logick of eyery man may 
ſuperadd many others of equiyalent importance, drawn from the 
confideration of thoſe Preeminences andPrerogatives,wherewith 
his Munificence hath bin pleaſed to ennoble his nature, and ex- 
alt him to a neerer Cognation or Afinity to his own glorious 
Eſſence, then any other Creature inthe Uniyerle ; as the excellent 
contexture and majeftique Figere of his Body ; the ſemi-divine 
Faculties of his Soul ; his Monarchy, domination, or royalty 
over all other ſublunary natures, Omuia enim ſibi ſubmittit, 
dam omnia que in mundo ſunt, vel ad uſus vite neceſſarios re- 
fort, vel ad varia genera voluptatum ; and laſtly that ineſtima- 
ble propriety, the /mmortality of his Soul. 

Motte ire& all this to the mark ; ſince God hath thus pro- 
caimed Man to be, next to his own Glory (which is the /aft of 
Ends, as his ill is the firſt of Cauſes ) the grand and principal 
ſcope of his mighty work of Cteation ; and that he made all 
things, in order to his accommodation and well-being in this life, 
andallurement, nay manuduRtion or condudt to immarcelſcible 
beatitnde after Death : and fince his AR of Proyidence, or the 
conſtant Conſeryation of all things, inthe primitive perfeon, 
dftinion and order of their Natures, is nothing but his at of 
Creation pookengat or ſpun out through all the independent 
Atoms, or ſucceſſive particles of time, as hath bin more then once 
iimated ; beyond all diſpute, the Produtft muſt be the ſame 
| Z 
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adtthar's the caufe, why this Aﬀettion of the mind as it is the 
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The Special Providewce of God,dewonſtrated. Chay.y, 


Article 2. 
That the ſoul 
of man con- 
rains 2 prolep- 
tical notion of 
Gods ſpecial 
Providence, 


Article 3. 
That this pro- 
leprical aotion 
is the baſis of 
Religion. 


vidh our Theſe, viz.That Mas is the ebjett of Gods fpecial Pro 
widence, and by ceaſcquence, that el occnrrences of bis life gy 
panitnally predeterwined, ordered,and brought to paſs by the ſay, 


of his life, are the juſt prudeng Deſgnations of its fraid 
Providence. | 


That every man, in whom the Zight of Nate is notdamy? 


by F atwity, cither native and or 
ryctt, hath this "Eyrua, or iwpre/s of an efþecial Providewct, Wy 
crecing and diſpoſing all events, that have, do, or ſhall befall his; 


is manifeſt from hence, that no man, though educated in the wh 
deft ignorance,or higheſt barbariſme imaginable, bue was natunþ 
ly, and by the adviſoes of his inteſtine Dieter, inclined eithe 
ro conceive, or imbrace ſome kind of Religion, as. an homage a 
fcalcy due from him to that Supreme Power, in whoſe hands ls 
—_—_— = _ God and Evil to be held, and whet 
avour Igne 2 thought procurable, and &- 
toncable by the ſealonable addreſſes of Inveoation and Sri 
P22 


a to bn, what medications ſhall Gak deep 6 
it will ſoon appear,that this Anticipation 5s the very reef 
Rel:gion ; for though man ſtood fully perſwaded of the Ex- 
ftence of God, yer would not that alone be argument ſufficientto 
convince him iato the neceſſity of a devout Adoration of him, 
unleſs his mind were alſo poſſeſſed with a firmebeleif of this pro 
per Attribute of his Nature, which ſo neerly concerns his felicty 
or infelicity, viz. his ſpecial Providence, which regulates all the 
affaircs, and appoints all the Contingencies of oyery individu 

ma 
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mans life. For tis the ſenſe of our own Defetts, ImperfeBtions, 
and Dependency chat firſt leads us tothe knowledg of his Al/affi- 
tiene), Perfeftions,and Self-ſnbſiſtence; the apprehenſion of our 
Neee/nities, is the ſchool wherein we firſt learned our Orizoxns,and 
the hope of obtaining Ble/rings from his immenſe Bounty, is both 
the excizement and encouragement of our Devotion: and therefore 
theDevil ſpake profoundly and to the purpoſe, in his expoſtulation 
with God concerning the cauſe of /obs integrity, Doth [ob ſerve 
God for nonght > This being ducly d, I hope ſhall 
got offend if 1 , that fince to loye God aright, 
to loye him purely and folely becauſe be is God, 5. e. all that's 
miely Good and Amiable ; r5s irmpoſrible for the ſonl of mas, 
ivths life, to love God as ſbe ought to doe : becaule a__—_ 
for her, before her refinement by Glorification, to to caſt off all 
meereft, as to love him without reflexions upon her ſelf, 5, e. 
without the hopes of being made crernally happy by chat love, 
Frhis reaſon bear not out my paradox, I dare any man to the bar 
of Experience, and boldly appeal to the Conſcience of any the 
moſt mortified Chriſtian, whether in his mol{ pure, abſtracted, 
and holy raptures of _ love , - not always perceiye 
Ts able mixcure, and weighty of Ipſeity or Selfni/s. 
That the Concefſion of an al Prove ace nm 
my, whereby he conſtantly moderareth ' the o 
qo of Second Caufes for the induRtion of Good 
on the heads of thoſe, whoſe Virtuous inclinations may, in ſome 
ktiude of Forrhyneſs, ſerm to prepare and qualify them for the 
" gratetull Acceprance, and _ uſe thereof ; and of Evil on 
thoſe whoſe Vitiofities and habitual Deprayities ſeem, by the im- 
portunity or violence of demerit, to extort it from the /»ffice of 
his [ndig nation : that thisinbred perſwaſion, I ſay, is the ſpark, 
2 which all the Tapors of Rel5gron were firlt kindled, the very 
Ethxicks themſelves, while groping inthe Chaos of Idolatry,have 
long face diſcovered, Witneſs their Magnificent Temples, coft- 
ly Hecatombs, human Holocauſts, and frequent ſolemne Invoca- 
tiers ; all which kinds of addrefles they __ made uſe of, 
and obliged themſclyes unto, as the only hopefull means as well 
to none the dilpleaſure , as conciliate the fayour of that Power, 


L 3 h in 


172 The Special Providence of God demonſtrated. Chap =, | 


in whoſe hands they conceived the book of Fare to be kepey wi 
who had the Gardianſhip or Adminiſtration of the Fortunes wk 
only of Citics, nations, and families, bur eyen of eyery individgl 
Perſon. Wirnels alſo, that Glorious Pagan,Cicero, who detiyi 
the pedegree of Religion, fathers it immediately upon the perſw. 
fron of an Eſpecial Providence, (1. de nat. Deor.) intheſe 
Saunt Philoſophi, & furrunt, qui omnino nullam habere cenſermn 
humanarum rerum procurationem Deos, Quorum ſi vera 
ſextentia, que poteſ# eſſe Pietas ? que Religio.? Hec enim omnu 
pure ac caſte tribuenda Deorum numini ita ſunt, ſi animadoer. 
tuntur ab bis, & fs eſt aliquid a Dits immortalibus hominun 
generi tributum.. Sin autem Dit neque poſſwnt, nec volunt my 
JHVATE, NCC CMYANE omnino, nec quid agamiu animaduertant, me 
eft quod ab his ad hominum vitam permanare poſcit : quid ef, 
quod ulles Dius immortalibus cultus, honores, preces adhibeamui? 
1n ſpecie antem fits ſimnlationis, ſicut relique virtates, ita ic 
145 inefſe non poteſt, cum qua ſimul & ſanttitatem, & religioney 
rolli neceſſe eſt. Yuibus. ſublatr, pertarbatio. vite ſequitur, < 


magna confuſio. 


Article 4- That no man eyer entred upon the theatre -of the World, but 
That Man heated ſome one Religions part, bringing along with him at 
—_ —_ irrefiftible propenfion to reyere and adore that Natare, which he 
him, an irre. COnceiyed ſuperior to his own, and all-others.;' cannot be obſcure 

- Gſtible propen- to any, whom-either Peregrinations, or Books have acquainted 
fon.co Reli- withthe religious Cuſtomes and praiſes ef forreign Nations, 
gion. either Ancient or Modern, For read we the yolumitous mo- 

numents of Antiquity, ere&ed by the noble induſtry of Herads 
tus, Diodorus, Strabo, Ptolome, Mela, Pliny, Solinus, Inſtine, 
and other ſenior Hiſtoriographers ; read we Munſter's Coſme 
graphy, Ortelius his Theatrum Orbis, the Hiſtories of Braſile, 
written by the judicious pens of G:/elm.Piſe,the Hollander and 
Phyſician to the States Fleet, of Georg. Marcgravus the Gere 
man, and Johan.. de Lact of Antwerp ; ns in our Mother 
tongue, Grimſtones Eſtates and» Empires, Purchas his Pilgri- }| *, 
wage (a work that ſpeaks irs venerable Compiler, to haye bina I , 
man. of many Languages , indefatigable Rudy , yaſt = 
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ktge rhapſodics, and firong judgement,). Hack/ir's Colletion 
Engliſh Voyages, the ſeyeral Delcriptions of America, toge- 
with the manners of its yarious Inhabitants; and other 
Works of the Neotericks m all which we find not only the 
Chorography and Topography, but alſo the faithfull Aorogra- 
1, * ul the known parts of the World ) I lay, read we all 
theſe, and we ſhall find them unanimouſly poſuive in this point, 
That there 1s no Nation but hath its Religion. And therefore; 
with Ar nobies (lib. 1. contr. Gent. pag. 476.) I am bold to 
demand of the whole world ; 2uiſquamne eſt hominum, qui 
you enum iſt ins. Principts notione, diem prime nativitatis intra- 
werit ? Cui non ſit ingenitum, imo aſſixum, & pene in genita- 
libus matris nou impreſſum, non inſitum ; eſſe Regem ac Domi- 
um cunttorum, quecunque ſunt, Moderatorem ? 


If any ſhall pull me by the care, and here obje&t out of Sryabo 
(lib, 13. pag. 382.) that the Calaici, a rude and fayage people 
of old Spain, wereabſolute Arheiſts, and worſhiped. no Gods 


* rticle 5. 
An objeQion, 
that the Exlarcs 
were ablolue 


atall ; I anſwer, that Strabo wrote this particular with nomore atheiſfts,cefu- 
authenticall a quill, but what. he found drop't from the wings of cd. 


Fame, himſelf infinuating asmuch : for his wordsare, Calaicss 
Deum nullum eſſe, quidam ajunt ; there is a certain rumor, or 
traditional report, raiſed, is my and authorized, where, when, 
upon What grounds, or by whom, I know nox, that the Calaics 
had no religion among them. And if a quidam fic ajunt, be proof 
mough to ratifie any hiſtorical poſition, or aſſertion ; then may 
Fame aſpirc to thethrone of Truth, Fables become Hiſtories, 
and ſtrangers may beleive that we Chriſtians are the moſt ab/o- 
lue Atheiſts. For C ecilins hath reported of us, that we doe &- 
templa deſpicere, & Deos deſpnere: both deſpiſe the temples, and; 
deſpite the Gods ; as. Arnobins (11h. 8. cont. Gent.. pag, 748.) 
hath informed us. | 


Nor have I forgotten, that the two fierce Nations, the Aaſſa- 
{te 2nd Scythians, (whole rudeneſs and want of Civility, the 
ndifcretion or ſeyerity of ſome hath aggrayated into an Athe/ti- 


Article: 6.. 
A ſ.cond ob=- 
zeion, thar 
the Maſſzgcte 
and Scythians 
were deyOyd 


al Barbariſme, and want of all Religion) have bin ſtigmatiz'd « all Retizion,, 
Z 3 with prevente-'.. 
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with the ſame infamous brand ; and therefore to ancicipare thi 
exception, I refer the doubting Reader to the teftimonies of Hh, 
proving am 
fri, folemne, and ceremonious Votaries to all the Gods of 
Greece : the latter (1ib. de ſacrificiw. p. 57.) deriding them fix 


rodetus and Lucian : the former 2.4 pag. 278, & 
at large expunging that fabulous aſperſion, and provi 


their ſuperſticion, nay ſuch immoderate and frantique zeal, to- 
wardsthe honour-of their principal Deity, Diana, as made then 
embrace the flames, and offer themſelyes as holocauſts unto her, 


Article 7. Moreover, as this in ble propenlity to Religion is 
_ 1% Cyence of Gods own io Lay ye man ; ſo lo is 
of man,torally not in the of ay man, though affifted by all the fira 
orally power Ur any wy cages 
eo eradicate and legions of Hal, totally to eradicate it thence. 
this plant of This is a truth confirmed by the Experience of all Ages. For, 
Religion, or  ,orwithftanding theinſolent pretences, and blaſphemous Rhods 
cial ets montadoes of many miſcreants, who have gloried in-the moſt exe. 
dence Divine, crable cognomen of "A $40, and ſtudied to advance their nams 
cut of his ro the hi inacle of Fame, by being accounted men of fwd 
—_——_— abſolute and fearleſs Spirits, as that they ſcorned to own ay 
"har the moſt Being ſ#perior to their own, to which they ſhould be accom» 
+ _ contumacious table for their actions : yet haye they bin compdled (fo violen 
Atheiſts have, are the ſecret touches of that hand, which ay C- 
at _ meer todemoſtrations of his own Glory) either by the lome 
ledged i * ſharp calamity, orthe rack of ſome excruciating diſeaſe, in ther 
| yes, to recant; or at the neer approach of that King of terron, 
Death, to confels this their horrid impicty. | 


Article8, Thus the proud and Adamant-hearred Pharaoh, who dai- 
Pharaoh. ding the Divine Embaſſy of Moſes, in an imperious firain df 
Scorn, and expoſtulatory brayado , demanded of him ; Qw 

eft Jehovah, cnjus vec anſcultem, dimittendo Iſraclem ? noun 

vi JFehovam, &-c. did yet, when the Violentums of Divine Ver 

geance by heavy judgements had convinced him ; when the wue 

and real Miracles of Moſes had won the garland from tholt 

weak Delufions and preſtigious impoſtures of his Magician, 

and he beheld their black Art fooled in their yain attempts © 

1mitate 
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inicate 2ſoſes in the viſible transformation of Duſt into Lice ; 
when the tangible darkneſs that benegroed the horizon ofs/E gypr, 
and fo made it more then midnight to the eye of his body. Jad 
iluminated that of his Soul ; and when the frozen Granadoes 
ofthe clouds had broke open the iron door of his Conſcience ; 
then ſends he poſt for thole, whom he had barbarouſly exiled 
from his preſence, humbles himſdlf before them, and howles our 
this Palinodia; Peccavi bac vice : Frhovah juſtifſimus, ego ve- 
14 of populns mens ſumias improbiſſins. 


Thus Herod Agrippe, who, inthe morne, to enhance the 
eflimate of majeſty, and firoke that yertiginous and admiring 
bealt,che multitude, had arrayed him in his brighteſt ornaments of 
Srace, thickly imbrodered with plates of Oriental Gold, and 
fludded with Diamonds and all other reſplendent Gemms, fo 
tat the incident Sun beams ſeemed to have acquired a greater 
luſtre by reflexion from him, and who by the blaſt of popular 
Euges had the wings of his Pride fanned up to ſo ſublime a pitch, 
thar he loſt fight of his own Humanity, and yainly conceived 
the ad! ſp Cn os 
rye | his Divinity: being wounded by the inviſible 

fmord of a revetging hog, Lafom Sun ſer, by a fatal experi- 
. ment confured both his own and his flatterers blaſphemy, and 

weh-the hoarſe of a tortured wretch, cryed eut ; Ex ille 

Ego, veſtva appellatione Deus, vitam relinquere jubeor ; fatali 

titate mendacium veſtr um coarguente : & quem immor- 
talem [alntaftis,ad mortem rapior. Sed ferends eft voluntas ca- 

leftis Numinis. ( Joſeph, 19. Antiquit. p. 565. 


Thus that real Lycaon, Antiochns Epiphanes, who had not 
enly denied, but being enraged by a malitious Phrenly beyond 
thatof Lucifer newly degraded, publickly deſpited and reviled 
the Almighty Patron of the Jews, blaſphemed his moſt {acred 

- dame, demoliſhed his temples, profaned his conſecrated Ucen- 
fils, violated his religious inſtitutions, and perſecuted his wor- 
ſhiperswith aH the moſt bloody cruclties, that the wit of an exal- 
ted maliceconld inven, or inflict : being pur upon the rack of a 
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Herod Agrippa. 


Article 10. 
Antiothns Epi- 
phancs, 
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Article 11. 
Maximinus. 


ſore and morral diſcale (which ſome have conjeQured, and nei 
withour'good watrant from probability, to haye-bin a Cancer ty 
his bowells, introducedmediarely by Divine Fuſtice, immediate 
ly ty a fix't melancholy generated by the unceſlant ſtings and 
conyulfions of his guilcy Confcience, as by its procatartich 
Canſe;) and delpairing of any eaſe-or cure but, from his injured 
enemy,. Ged ; he fighes out -his Confeffion.. The ſleep is gou 
from my cyes, and my heart faileth for very Care. And I thought 
with my [elf, into what tribulation am I come, and how great 4 

oud of miſery ts it, wherein I now am ? But now I remember 
the evills that I did at Fermſalem, and that I took, all the weſſel; 
of Gold and Silver that were therein, and ſent to deftroy the in. 
habitants without a Cauſe, I perceive therefore, that: for thu 
cauſe, theſe troubles are come upon me &c..\4t '1s meet to be 
ſubjet unto God, and that a man who is mortal, ſhould not think 
himſelf equal unto God through pride, ( Maccab. 1, chap. 6, 


verſ. 9,10, 11.) 


Thus the Giant Emperour, Maximinss, as infatiate 4 
Blood- hound to the Chriſtians, as Antiochns had bin tothe Few, 
novorum ſnppliciorum inventione ſeſe inſolenter efferens, boa 
ſting the acuteneſs of his wit by the inyention of new ways of 
tortures for thole patient martyrs, as Ewſebins (lib. 1. de vita 
Conſtant.cap. 51.) hath deſcribed him ; and adyancing the Ro- 
man Eagle in defiance of thoſe who fought under the ſanguine 
Randard of the Croſs ; = ſo infatuated with the confidence of 
his ownGreatneſs and perſonal Rrength,that he entertained a con- 
ceit, that Death durſt not adyenture to encounter him, for feare 
of having his jayelin broke about his own crazy skull, and all his 
$keleton of bones rattled to duſt, as Capsrolines. tells us : not- 
withſtanding when he felt himſelf inyaded with a Verminous Ul 
cer, or Fiſtula, in medits corports arcants, Which did /erificum 
fetorem exhalare,ut medicorum aliqui incredibilem fetorem fer- 
re non valentes, occiderentur, evaporate ſo contagious and pe- 
Rilential a ſtench, that ſome of his Phyſicians, not able to endure 
that mephitis or ſteam of intenſe corruption, fell down dead ; and 
underſtood the ſame to be /wpplicinum Divimtus illatum ajudge- 

ment 
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ment ſent from God to reraliate upon him thoſe tortures, which he 
had cauſed in the bowells and fecrer parts of many ' innocents ; 
then did his flinty heart melt within him, and tandem [entire ca» 
pit, que contra pios Dei cultores impie geſſerat, & hec ſe pro- 
prer inſaniam contra Chriſt um preſnmpram, merito & ultionis 
vice, perperi confeſſs eft, and in the midſt of theſe confeſſions 
of his own Gwilr, and Gods j»ftice, breathed out his execrable 
foul from a gangrenous and loathſome body, (Enſebins, lib. 8. 
Hiſtor, Eccleſ.. cap. 17.) 


Thusalſo that notorious Apoſt ate, ?uliay, who had not on» Article 12, 
ly renounced the faich of Chriſt, bur proclaimed open and im- Zulias Apo- 
e hoſtility againſt him, and to quench the thirſt of his ſata. 


diabolical malice, drank whole Tuns of the pretious blood of 
his Members ; being defeated and mortally wounded ina battaile 
fought againſt the Perſians : he inſtantly learned of his awaked - 
_ _ che Sora = his preſent overthrow was his 
ormerimpiety,and ri cribing the ViRory to the reyenging 
finger of that God, whole Divinity he had abjund,mderi to 
the arme of fleſh, he threw up his blood into the aer, and —_— 
with his black Soul, gaſped ourthis deſperate ejaculation; Yiciſts 
Galilee, vicifts ! Thou haſt overcome me, oh ! thou Jeſus of 
Galile, thou haſt oyercome me : ſimnl confe(ſus & vittoriam, 
& blaſphemiam, at once confeſſing both Chriſts conqueſt and his 
om deteſtable blaſphemy ; as T heodoret (156.3. Hiſtor. Eccleſ. 


£4), 20,) hacthdeſcanted upon thole his lafk(but trueſt) words. 


And thus alſo Tullus Hoſtilins ( a Cognomen exaQtly ac- 
commodated to his fierce »atwre,) immediate ſucceſſor to Numa |, 
Pompilixe in; his throne, though not in his manſuete and pious 
inclinations ; being a man of ſo rough and martial a temper, 
tat he held Religion ro be but a kind of Emollient Cataplaſme, 
preſcribed by Stare Policy to ſoften and emaſculate the minds 
ofmen, as Plutarch (in vits Nume pag. 158.) hath noted of 
him ; and chereupon in his proſperity neither acknowledging, 
nor acrificing unto any Deity, but his Ferreus Acinaces, or old 
ſword : when caſt upon the thomy bed of ficknels, he ſoon 

A a diſcoyered, 
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Invenal. 


Satjr. 13. 


Arle 14, 
Bon Bory fibe- 


Wies, 


diſcovered, retvraRed, and renounced his Arbei/me. (which re. 
werkable mumation of his judgement, Livie (1i6. 1. pag. 13.) 
hath both amply and elcgarcly deſcribed thus, Adeo fratti mul 
cam corpers [unt fpiritns ili fereces, wt gui nibil antea rata 
efſet minss regines, quam ſacris dedere animum ; repente on- 
wikis meager por vi/gue /aperſtitionibus cbnoxins degerer, reli- 


gianibuſque populum implercr. 1 fayd Martian of his j 


ment, not Reftifloation z nor can I rly allow him fo : 
fince he that runs from one COS of Aibeiſime to the ather of 
Polytheiſme, ſhall find himſelf in the ſame point of Error, from 
whence he ſe; forth. For to beleive, that are more Gok 8. 
Uniey bing he fine 204 infqurable Arriba ofthe Dig, || | 
Unizz het al and 1 Auri Deity, 
fryer we may allow him xo have buz /xperfticious, but | 
never truely religions, Nor did the Fudge of all hearts accept of 
this Change for 3 Converfion ; for therecords bath of Zivy and 
Eatropins concur in this; Fulwine ifiur, cm tote dome [na,cu- 
flagrauit : he, his houſe; and family were confuned by Light 
ing. A puniſhment ſo nate to the rules of Divine 
Zaſtice, that we may therein give = faire conjeRure of his 

ur: and thai whichall Atheiſts have flood convullt at. 

Hi ſunt, qui trepidant, & ad omnia fulgura paltent, 
Cum tonat, exanumes, prime quoque murmure cali, 


Such Vikeins quake at Thander , and each flaſh 
Of Lightning doh their Seruls wich T error quaſh. 


A like example of the impoſlibiliry of exrnguiſhing this pak 
of Religion, which the Canver hav kindted in the becatt of 
every man, doth Diogenes Leentins afford us (in vit.. Bionw) in 
the recanration of Biaw of Bary/thenes. Who continuing (or 1» 
thex only prexeading to.contigue), in profeſt Acheilme, ti} he was 
arreſted by Gcknels, that rough Serjeanc of Death, and then 

ighcd. into an, ER <C—_— he had ſo long 
> indyulins ft: panitentians HA,QH4 POCcare 
Dems, was induced to-become . ens hoſe offences 
he had preperandagaini the ſacred majefty of God. 
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| Toconclude therefore ; as Lacilins ſayd of Homer, Nemo 
qui culpar Homeruw, perperno culpat ; (o may we more truely 
lay of God, Nemo qui Deam negat, perpetno negat, no man 

denys God, dock conflencly Jeny him. For all men haye 
confuted, diſayowed, or repented that impiety at or before theit 
death, which they ſeemed with ſo much impudence and pride, to 
cheriſh in cheir lives. This -the ſweet-rongued Terrallian 
(Apolog, cap. 17.) profoundly obſeryed, when he diſtilled the 
- s Aa. or ſpirit of all we have fayd, concerning this aſſerti- 
on, into this ſhore ſentence : Anima, licet carcere corporis preſſs, 
licet inſtizutionibus pravis circumſcripta, licet libidinih us & 
concupiſcentivs evigerata, licet falfis Dits exancillata , cum 
tames refipiſcit, ut ex crapula, wt ex ſomno, m ex aliqua vale- 
tadine, & ſanitatews [nam patirur, Deun nominat. 


1 ſhall not gainſay, but chat tis þo/35b/e (I am forry, I mighe Article 15. 
have fayd, wo ſhegooes) to have' this hardy Divinity fed apr mes 
on the mi man, abſcured; and buried under the duft raiſed ,;,, of the im- 
inthe ſummer of Proſperity z for as Laftantins (/ib. 2. caps 1.) preſs of ſpecial 
moſt ſolidly, ram maxime Dens ex haminum memoria elabitur, ProvidenceDi- 
com beneficiis ejus fruentes honorem dare Divine indulgenti« Vi", Þ'0 == 
deberent, men are then moſt prone to forget God, when being 9917 onenner: 
ated! with the accumulations of his immenſe bounty, they have gjliry of the 
the greateſt reaſon to remember him : yer I ſhall confidently tocal Deletion 
affirme, that the leaſt guſt of Aﬀflition, in the winter of Adver- thereot, briefly 
ſity, foon blows that duſt off again, and renders the CharaRers proved. 
faire and legible to the firſt reflexiye or inward glance of the ſoul, | 

Si qua enim neveſritas gravis preſſerit, tum demuns recordan- 

tw; f boli terror infremuerie, fs alimenta frugibus longe 

ſeenas denegaverit , fi ſava tempeſtas, i grands myraerit : 

«d Denm protinus confuginne, 4 Dev petieny avxilium , Dems, 

* ſubvexias, oratnr ; fiquirin mari vento ſeviente jabta- 

tay, banc invocat ; þ quis aligqna vi affiiftater , bunc pro- 

tinus implorar, &c- as the fame Lattantins. 
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Anicle 16,  NowtoabſiraR allthis to « ſmaller bulk; ſuch a2may Wl 
Theredu&ion burthen to the weakeſt memory , and tedute 'our Argument ih 


of allro acon- 1, a ſharper point, ſo that ic may, wich the greater 'f 
ror 3%. intothethickeſt skull ; If Religion be a Plant tadicared int 
monſtration; foul of man, ſo deeply and firmely, that though the damp &f 
that the occur- barbayghs education may for x while rerard,; or'the ranknelse 
rences of every thoſe Weeds of Senſualiry, the Honoars:4nd Delights of this 
_ 1. World; conceal the germination of it : -yet willir, ar” ſome ti 
tions of ſpecial Of &ther, early or late, and always in' the Winter of Cali 
Providence fhootup and forth into an abſolute Demonſtration of 
dependence of our opens and Ms/try onthe Will of the Sy 
preme. Being : and if the rangegegia, ot full- Perſwaſion of th 
Efpecial Providence, as arelative Attribute of the Supreme Bt 
ing, whereby all the yarious Occurrences of every indiyidul 
mans life are predetermined and diſpoſed , bee the Seed from 
whence this Plant of Religion hath its root z both which" Prope: 
ſitions we conceive ſufficient! —_ then doe not 1 ex, 
how the ſubcileft Wir crdrade igour of the Tyference, 
Conclufion, viz. That all the affaires k man are regulated by th 
Spetial Providence of God, P 
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Article x. RN . | 
MFI Hus far have we Demoſtrated. the Neceſvity of Gods Speths 
Hs -———d _ Þ al. Providence ; and, our next- buſinels is-to: remove thole 
confured: and * Rocks caſt, up by the Pioners of Satan, to obſtru the Curreti 
py Divine ofmans eleare and full beleif thereof | 
wt 7 As for the Firſt, Denm neque ira, neque gratis tangs ; ts 
m . o , . ” 
prnftraed = ray wichour much difficulty bedejected, by anſwering, chatk 
and placable, Ccanno way infringe the / mmutability . or conſtant Sameneſ 
venrrhy Ya the Divine Natwre, to affirmeic to be capable of Anger and 
wiceby: Placability : provided that we underſtand neither of Cem 
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Kefen, but (as the Schoolewes precifely ſpeak) in effeti® exe- 


ew, petis quder is {fee pertarbationem, rather an 
Ma WEFR, then a Percurbation in A+. As for An. 


wy ; if a Wi/e-man can ſo conſerve the ſerenity and tranquilliry 
Ei mind , as to chaſtife or leyerely puniſh his diſobedienc 
ferrant ,- withour. flion or internal commotion act all : 
is very hard; if God, the Fowntain of Wiſdome, cannot be ad- 
mitted ro conſerve the. conſtant and immutable peace or calme 


_ of his Beatirude, when he puniſhech the improbous ations of men, 


For-Juſtice 'is a virtue, which to ſpeak (triftly, cannot frown, 
abhor's the ſociety of a Paſſion, and only auates the mind: 

pto a noble and :commendable Zeal, not an illiberall or rough' 
Phe And upon the conſideration of this was it, that 
' Preſervers of Equity, knowing it not to be impoſſible 

for the breaſt of a ay :/trate tobe inflamed, beyond this mo- 
_—_ into anexceſs.of Indignation againſt a MMalefattor ; 
wiſely | <eq__ , that the Fudge ſhould. ſquare his 
Semtence by the direft and impartial: rule of the Law ; which 
lame Civilians have therefore wittily defined to be 1rs ſedate, 
Aager without Cholet, [Indignation refra&ed, orthe ſword of 
Vengeance put inthe hand of Mercy. As for the Comrary to: 
, Viz. Grace, or Placability; why this alſo may not be- 

| to God, as fully confiſtent 'ro the Eternal plenitude 
adimmu tability of the D:uine Beatitade,I cannot underſtand : 
provided that we accept it abſque geſtiente latitia, and as ar 
&&& infinitely remote from that kind of Paſrionate Foy, which 
tickles the heart of man into a ſuddain paroxyſine of delight,upon' 
the apprehenfion of a gratefult-and pleaſing ObjeQ, cither inthe 
aticipation of Hope, or aftual fruition. The Reaſor is the im- 
wetle Goodne/7 of his Natwre, which being in perpetual Efſor, 
arpolbbiley of exhauſtion, - or an Ocean that: repleniſherh. 
| things with | Amablity, yet ſuffers no diminution of' its. own: 
ulneſs; | doth- niore then incline him to be pleaſed with, or ac-- 
| ofasgratefull;that in man, which is originally but at Ex- 
of his. own Delightfulneſ7, or himſelf gratefully returned: 
ymlelf by reflexionfrom us. This the Srhoolemen moſt ju-- 
Gully pondered, when they. cftabliſht as Canonical, Dean: 


t; Aa.3 exercere 
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Ocearrences of our lives are either the neceſſary /ub/equents, or 
.collaterall Adjans of our own either nataral, or moral Ati. 


 logy hath founded this Liberty on the indi of the wi; 


exercere gratiam, ea natura finceritate, qua Bonus eſt. Net 
are we to deny this Placency or Delight ro God, fince it is lo fu 
from infringing this conſtant and equall tenor of his effentia 
Felicity, thatin ſome ſort it mainly coriduceth ro the Conſer. 
vation thereof ; inſomuch as to be unceſſantly exerciſed in x G 
liberal Renefaftion to other Natures, is to doe what is moſt cow if _ 
ſentaneous and genuine to the ſwindge or Yerticity of his own: | 
and (o to do, All men, doubtleſs, will allow to bethe higheſt and p 

tt 

0 


moſt permanent Delight in the World, 

Nor is it a legal procels inthe common Pleas of Reaſon, to 
argue thus ; God hath left us to at our own parts, in the world, 
therefore he takes no farther care of us, and therefore all the 


ons : forthough ir be mot true, that he hath endowed us with 
an abſolute Freedoms of our Wills (an cyidence of his 

Grace and Benignit),) and that, indeed, which ——_— ne- 
celfity; of our Rationality ; for if our Wills were ſubje& to con 
pulfion, undoubtedly we ſhould have little or go uſear all of ou 
Reaſon, fince then our Objefts would be both judged of and 
elefted to our hands) and ſo permitted us the enj of on! 
-own intire liberty : yet hath he, out of a compaſhonate 

tion of the Deveprib4lity of our p—_ preſcribed us rule, 
whereby our Vnderſtanding may be dircted* in the ſelefim 
of Good, and devitation of evil, 

To ſpeak more expreſly ; he hath fer on our right hand veel 
and tre Good, on our left only fpecious and apparent : the Be 
ion of eicher is dependent on our Wil, our ik is guided by 
-our Iwdgemext,and our Iudgement is the Determination or relole 
of our /ntele# (for, without diſpute, h common 


EE ES TYr 


yet is it radicated in the ndwncy of the Intellef, or Cog 
ſcent Facslty, primarily, and in the ill ſecondarily, inf 
"much as that ever follows the manuduQion of the Inreltet?, ) but 
yet that he might in a manner dire us in our choyce, he hath 
annexed Happineſs 252 reward to invite us to the one, and 
Miſery as a puniſhment to dexter us from-the ather : and therefore 
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tis manifeſt, that God wills the felicity of all men, more then 
themſelves can defire ir, 

And hence comes it to be a truth , that on one fide Fortune 
(eſpe » noſtri) frequently puts in for a ſhare in the playing of 
our Cards ; but yer till the Special Providence of God ſuper- 
viles her hand, and manageth the whole game : and on the other, 
that our own Prxdence doth many times conduce to our winning 
of the fake ; bur yer ftilt *rwas the Goodneſs of God that gave us 
that Prudence, and takes great dclight to ſee us uſe it, as we 
ought to do, to our own adyantage. 


Doth he ſo, ſayth the Arheifft, how comes it about then, that A 
he frequently turnes a deaf eare to our mBR{ carneſt Prayers, and a _ 
but rarely grants our Petitions ? For how few barren wombs Gods inauditi= 
have bin cured of their fierihry, by the fumes of ſacrifices ? and on of the pray- 
how few Mariners preſeryed from naufrage, by the appenfion © ®f good 
their Vorive tables > or who hath obſerved fuch holy magick CS 


inthe periſhing Seamans pious hghes, as-to have huſhr the dread- their pericions 3 
falf ſcolding of che waves and winds 2 For anlwer let us. re- Cars ed. ON 


cut, 
' Tharthe moſt indulgent Farther doth not always: condefcend 
the importunate defires of his child - that as well Pio, as 
ous men may be incladed im the fame ſhip, that's banded up 
down by the wanror! Bifows of the Sea ;- that the Good 
my de loft, 2nd the Bad eſcape the fury of the rempeſt - and 
this confift both with the Goodneſs and righteous Providence 
= Reaſon itn brief (forthe fall folution of - Pa- 
therw of Inffice doth more ly belong ro our refutation 
ofthe aft 0bjetion, madre Oe apparent Proſperity of the 
Vions, and the calamitous. condition of rhe Virruous, m this 
te) is this ; God in his Wiſdome knows onr real xeceſsitier, and 
tuderfands what's moſt convenient for 9. Fhis the acate Jary- 
if handſomly ex prefſerh thus; 


—_—\; Confili.m vis, Inver, 
Permines ipfis expendere N annnibue, quid Sat. 10, 
Conveniat nobit rebufque fit mile noſtris : 


Nans py jnennuls 4p11{rina qunegue debunt a” | 
arior 
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Article 3. 
The Atheiſts 
ſecond Argu- 
menc againſt 
Special Provi- 
dence divine, 
dillolved : and 
the necefſitic of 
Objects ho- 
ſKile,and dele- 
rerious to the 
life of man,de- 
monltrared, 


Carior eſt illis Homo, quam fibi, Nos animorum 


Impulſu, & magna, ctcaque cupidine dutts 
(Conjuginm petinms, partumq ue V xoris, at 4 


Norwnt qui Pneri, qualiſque futura fit Uxor, Sac, 


Would'ſt be.advis'd to chooſe the beſt ? refer 
That choyce unto the Godr, who cannot err, 
For berrer chen our ſelves our wants they know : 
And will er#e joys, for falſe delights, beſtow. 
Their loye to us tranſcends our own. By blind 
AﬀeRions ſpur'd , and fury of che mind, 

We Wife and Sons deſire ; the Gods aboye 
Know what Ai ife,and how thoſe Sons will prove. 


Asfor the ſecond Rock,, Cur fi Dens omnia hominum canſy 
fecerit, etiam multa contraria, imo & peſtifera nobis reperiay 
tur ,tam in mariquam in terra ? this allo may eaſily be remo- 
ved , by digeſling our meditations into this ſhort reply. 

The Creator, having formed the machine of mans body ins 
to a Figure fit toreceive the majeſtick charagme of Divinity, 
as thelaſt a of his hand, and the accompletion of his moſt ex- 

uifite Artifice, breathed into hima Wiſe, intelligent, or cogm- 
þ Soul ; that by the tranſcendent operations thereof , man 
might juſtly inticle himſelf ro the Empire of the Creatures, fub- 
jugate them wo the dominion of his unconfined Will, and accom- 
modate all rhings either to the reliefe of his Neceſsities, or the 
promotion of his Delights. This done, he ſer before him Gad 
and Evill ; and this uponthe higheſt reaſon : becauſe he had &y 
dowed him with Sapiexce, whole baſis is founded in the atual 
diſcernement of thoſe rwo Contraries For no man can makean 
election of the Berrer, and know what'sreally Good, unlels at 
the ſame time he know alſo what's really Evi#, and how to tt 
jx& and avoyd the yorſe. Thoſe two jets, though abſolute 
Contraries, are yet perfe& Relatives ; though irreconcileable 
Enemies, are yet coſubſiſtent Twins, and live ſo connexed 
in hand, that the ablation of the one neceſſicates the ablation f 


| the other. Good and Evill therefore being thus blended togei 
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"Iniinihis milcellayy propoſed romap;then begins thatCrirerion, 
"Wildoune 20 exerciſe irs. Faculticsz dilplay -its dilctetive dergy, 


% 


1 pd immediatcly exploring the difference, affetts the Good tor 
- W VUnlit), bur reje#s the Evill for,Safety. As therefore there are 


zumerable Goods offered to the judgement of man, which he 
may with happineſs enjoy ; fo alſo are there as many Evilts, 
which be may with caution abhix,; For if there were nothing 
enill, nothing dangerous, in ſhort; nothing hurtfull tro man ; 
pray, What ſtead could his Reaſon fignd him in ? And hence is 
it manifeſt, that whoever firikes at.zhe neceſſiy of Evil, at 
the ſame rime cuts off theneceſſity of #/5/dome, and downright 
Rr the uſe of the Intellef& : fince if God had created no- 
thing that, might proye noxious to man, - to what purpoſe would 
his Cogitation, IntellefF, Science and Reaſon have ſerved ? For 
then to what obje& ſoeyer he. had extended his hand, though 
atadyenture ; . yet would that haye bin by nature fit and com- 
modious for. him, 


. Toilluftrate this by a- familiar, yet. jn all points reſpondent 
Example ; if any man make a feaſt for a company of 1nfants, 
and prepare a liberal table of many both pleaſant and wholſom 
meats for them ; though they are not wiſe enough to make their 
own choycc, by rational judgement, but purſue the inclination 
of their Sen/xal Appetite : yet canthey not chooſe amiſs, all 
bg good and gratefull being przeleRed'to their hands. And 


what diſadyantage is their Ignorance, or of what ad-. 


rantage could their ——__— , Were they arrived at ſo much 
maturity, be unto them? Truely, none at all ; for as they could 
know no want of the one, ſo could they receive no damage by 
the continuation of the other, Bur if among thoſe many pleaſanc 
axdnutricive diſhes the maſter ſhould mingle as manyeither bitter 
and diſtaſtfull, or poyſonoms ; then douttlels muſt the greedy 
Wretches be deceived through their ignorance of Good and 
Enill, unleſs is ſtep in to their proteRion, and informe 
them what is ſafe, and what deſtruQtive, and fo dire them in 
the:Deleftion of the one and Refwſall of the other, Now clearly 
the Caſe is the ſame, in all particulars, wins God and Man, as - 
F'Y [4 


Article 4. 
The ſame illy- 
ſtraced, by a 
correſpondent 
Simule. 


L ” The Special Providence of God demonſtrated, Chap.5. 
the point of Good and Eyill : and therefore we may conclude, 


with Latantins ; Propter mala ops nobs eſſe ſupientia, qui 
wiſs fuiſſent propoſita, rationale Animal non eſſemmn : or 
there bin no evill for man to ayoyd, he never had bin endowat 


with 2 rational Soul. 


Article 5. The laſt, and greateſt Rock, upon whoſe ſhelves Myriads 
T he Arhcilts 1 havebin ſplit and ſhipwrackt in their judgements, our 
_ —_— tells us is this ; 65 I Trey Th 7% 97 gpoylid 1 19le avigdry 
ys. proſpecity drxovouttlar, mo pey nbSnrov ev Yy 57, mo I agtioy Tevdyme ' dou; 
of the Vitious, Oma ratione, fi care Des res humane ſunt, mals eſt bene, & 
and adverſity bows male ? 
of the = This, I confels, to the firft and ſuperficial farvey of my medi. 
"Phe rature ations, appeared montainous andflinty, and fuch. as might m 
of the Goods of quire both a larger Curtent of acuteneſs to diffolye it, then wha 
Fortune pro= runsinthe ſhallow chanel of my braines ; and a greater ſtrength 
toundes. of Argument to diſlodge and crane it up piece-after piece, then 
the lax and feeble neryes of my Reaſon could afford : but to 
my ſecond and penertating thoughts, it diſcovered ir ſelf tobe, 
like thoſe obje&ts we look upon m_ the magnifying gl 
of Fear, great only at a diſtatice, and devoyd of all — 
nay in reality no more then a heap-of mud heayed np by 
back of that ſubterraneous Mole, rhe Devil, For chough Ex 
perience affuresus, that this freld of the World hatha firang 
and prepoſterous ſoyle, wherein Freeads moſt commorily prof 
«and uſefull Plants wither : yet a profound fcrutiny into the 
fineſs, ſhall ſoon deteR, that there isan admirable Providence in 
the diſtribution of Good and Evill, or Proſperity and Adverfih, 
Firſt therefore, let 'us ſeriouſly 'examine 'the infide of tho 
Goedthings, that are ſhowred down on thelaps of Evill men, and 
make their tides of Fortune high and ſmooth ; while the fiteats 
vt Good mens lives ſeem to run low, fink down tothe lowelt 
ebbs , and are conſtantly ruffled by the.contrary guſts of Aﬀitt- 
ons. Certain itis, that nothing can be affirmed tobe reuty Gol, 
but only -Yirewe , or at teaſt that, which being contempered, 
unpregnated and qualityed'by Virtue,doth poſitively conduct 
to our rell-bemg: and as certain K'is, that Evill men yr 
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this Univerſal Ferwent, or Elixir, Virtue, whichonly hath a 
to canver. all things into. Good ; and thtrefore cannoc 
either receiye, or uſe thole rhipgs called the Gaods of For- 
rave, With.that temper and nagderation of mind, which is requi- 
kee.co the perfe&t aſſimilation of rhem into their well-being ; 
and upon conſequence, thoſe abuſed Goods inflantly. aker their 
Property , and degenerate into Evils, Vice, like a depraved 
ftomach, having a power to corrupt the beſt things into the 
worſt, And this the reaſon is, why thoſe Bleſſings, which the 
of Providence hath ordained for our refreſhment and 
conſolation in thus tedious pilgrimage on earth, and furtherances 
or contributions. towards our eater puxchaſe of immarceſcible 
Felicity in heaven, when Death: hall have evacueted ouy Faith ; 
ud as /iger, health, and begvry of Body, ingennity of diſpeſe- 
tion; longevity, multitude of Friends, equality in marriage, fer- 
tility of ([#e, education in civility aud learning, ſcience, wealth, 
whility of blood, abſolnzeneſs in pawer and government, Cc. 
when they come into the polluting bands of Vitiew mey, they 
inſtantly ſuffer a total caſtration of their Gaqdwe/s, a depravation 
of their bex;gniry,; and purify into perfect Curſet : the > 
ligg of chem raiſing, unceſlant- tewpeRts 2nd diſtrating forms of 
Paſſes inthe obnubilated region of their minds ; nor permit. 
ng that. comfortable ſyn of wie Coxrext to ſhine clearly forth, 
= faite day, during.cheir whole lives. 
+ For though the Male-eyed multitude, whoſe fight is always 
terminated in the gawdy outfight, admire evento envy the luſtre 
of ſplendid Vice, cry up the happineſs of wealth, and beleive that 
the Rich man, though vere ſo unjuſt and finfull, doth every mo- 
meat ſurfeit with yariery of Delights : yet if his Conſcience were 
ſritly examined, twould ſoon. confels, that all his luxurious 
Viends are but Pils of Cologyntida neatly gilded, or Apples of 
Sodow,whole Vermilian rind doth emulate the bluſhes of Aurora, 
but are wichin nothing but tulphareous duſt ; that his magnificent 
Brildings are but a more irong and ſpatiqus Priſon ; his nu- 
merous Attendants, but ſo many p/ummers ſuperadded to that 
(opreſing yright of cares, which keeps his ryind in the perpetual 
ion at inquietude ; his troop of Ada/ators, bur a fwarme of 
B b 2 hupgry 
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hungry Fleas that moleſt him by ſucking, or 2 neſt of Taranss 

! [#s, whole ticillations _—_ yenenate and > his ſobriey 
into a phrenſy of deadly jollicy ; that his be of down grome 
every night more full of thorns ; that his baggs of treaſure, like 
the maſly ftatue of Jupiter on the Aﬀle's back, oppre/s and galf 
him ; in ſhort, thathe neyer taſted any one ſincere and limpid 
drop of plealure in his life, | f 

And ts one truth brancheth it felf- into the manifeſtation of 
$wo others ; | 

Firſt, that thoſe golden ſhowers which Providence raincth into 

- theboſomes of Vitious men, are no more then Bona fucata; re- 
al Evils couched under the ſpecious hatchment of apparen 
Goods; fruit whoſe Cortex is ſweet and beautifull, but Kernel 
full of amaricude and loathſom yenom ; and all the magnified 

reſents of Fortune, like Pandora's Box, haye glorious omfide, 
bn contain millions of infeRionsand peſtilential Evils, 

Secondly, that the Poſſeſſors of them, by reaſon ofthe exorhi 
rances, and habitual. depravities'of heir minds, ſeem uncapabl 
and therefore, in the judgement ofthe Supreme Wiſdome, ablo- 
lutely unworthy of more ſolid and ſubftantral Goods ; Provk 
dence dealing with theſe, as a Wiſe General with Cowards, who 
are affigned to the fordid offices of common-Sutlers,and Baggage 
Carriers, while the generous and heroical are appointed to Aras, 
difficulties, and encounters. Cum videris bonos acceptoſque Diil 
viros, laborare, ſudare, per ardivion aſcendere ; malos antem 
laſcivientes & voluptatibns finere : Cogita, filiorum nos me 
deftia deleftars, Vernularum licentia ; illos. difriplina triſtior 
cotineri, horum ali andaciam. 1dem tibs de Deo liqueat, bonaw 
Yirum in deliciis non hahet ; experitur, indarat, fibi «lum pe 
parat. Seneca (de Provideetiay | 

Nay, more then all this, ſhould we grant that the Corn Ce 
Fia, or affluence of the Goods of Fortune makes one ſtep , of 
gradation in the aſcent to the Palace of Temporal Happineſs: 
Yet can we not infer, that Vitious men are therefore neerer tothe 
top, then thole indigent and tatterd Lazaruſſe*s, thatly groveling 

below, becauſe they are mounted thereon ; fince, as Tamblicw 

(in Protrept.) hath moſt pradently obleryed, Malice ener ith 
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"the greateſt part of her own poyſon ; ſince the continually excru- 
ciating Cn rafting "x the ſenſe of their own impiety, tery 
times more dejeds them, towards the abyſs of miſery, then the 
fruition of thoſe goods can advance them ; fince that ſharp- 
beaked Vultur, an Evil Conſcience, never ceaſeth day nor nighe 
todilacerate their hearts , but racks them into a moſt ſeyere con- 
demnation of themſelyes, which doubtleſs is the keeneſt arrow in 
the quiver of Divine Revenge, and chat afflition which beſt de- 
fines the terrible effence of Hell. 

To all which we may juſtly ſuperadd this, that the bri 

and longeft days of Forrune haye ever cloſed in the blackeft and 
moſt tragical ' nights of Sorrow ; that the Plays of Libertines 
hayealways proved Come-tragedies, and their pompous Masks 
finiſhed in diſmal Cataſtrophes ; nor can the records of the whole 
wotld produce one Example of Sinfull Greatneſs, that hath 
ot, either before, 'or at his eternal Adieu , - woefull experi- 
ment-manifeſted the truth of this maxime ; That none can ever 
arrive at the Elizium of trut Felicity, who conſtantly purſue it 
trawgh the gardens of Senſuality : that the Roſe of happineſs 
grow: on the prickly ſtems of Virtue : and that the juſt diſcharge 
if aur duties to God and Man, in all things, tothe utmoſt of 
our abilities , is the only means of acquiring that Philoſophers 
fone, Content, the only Summum Bonum ix nature, 


Laftly, as to that feeming *AgpoyTnoie that the hand of Gods Article 6. 
Jounty is obſerved to be extended early and long on the heads The Reafon, 
of Impious men ; but, oh the contrary, that of f«ſtice either wherefore D> 
lte, or not at all,in this life: though we grant the Queſtion, yer — 
hall we ſoon falye the ſcrwple, by conſidering that his Providence G og things 
abſeryes this method, for two important Reaſons : Firſt in re» on Evil mens. 
bet of themſelyes, and Secondly. in retpe& of the Virtuous. 

L) Of themſelves ; God, in order to the manifeſtation of his 
infinite Goodwe/7, therefore conterr's a plentifull portion of his 
benefirs upon them, that by the blandiſhments of their ſenſe he 
might allure them to a defire of thoſe delights, whoſe pleaſantneſs 
conhiſts in this, that infinitely tranſcend the apprehenſion 
of Senſe ; and that the fragrant _ of his temporal Mercies. 
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rzight artraR their minds to the affeRtation of Virtue, and thenty 


lead their thoughts.0n to-a gratecfull and reyerentiall Contempls 
tion of him, that both . them out of nothing, and beltawsl 
them freely, upoh no motive of worthineſs in the receivers : and 
in order to the manifeliation of his Longazimwty,aud Clemencyl 
therefore ſuſpends cheir puniſhment, wt rempas babeant, quo is 
fe deſcendant, arque refppi/cant, as the holy Father expreſiethi, 
that they may have both time enough eo diſcover, and oppor 
nities to repent and reforme their heynous enormities. (2.) Of thi 
Virtwons, 102 threefold reſpe& ; fir, that he might become an 
Excimplar of mney on. "mane ry ar to: than; 
econaly, that the tyrann oppr of Lingadly men-mi 
_ F4 actuare Kr ps thoſe _— in them; which = 
wile had waned an opportunity to di their Soycraign aad 
all-conquering hency 4 and bird ns they: might extrat 
themſelves a Cordial out of the poyſonous Fate of others - j-x, 
when they ſhall obſcrvethale, who dayly bathed chemſclyesin 
rivers of Volupcuouſneſs, to be by Divine reyenge on a ſudden 
precipitated into the black Sea of miſery, they «may recruite ther 
Confidence, that the ſame Juſtice will, in his own appointed tine, 
more then compenſate their momentany objeions, and conyen 
their night of obſcurity and trouble into a glotious day of inte 
minable DeleRation. , 


Article 7. Haviog thus preciſely diſſefted the Apparent Good, which Di 
T hole apparent yine Providouce allots to Evil men, as their portion to chislift 
Fo rc. 294 found it tobe, as painted fire, bright but comfartleſs, or ſud 

OVIGENnCE , 
vine conſignes # ÞcR, whoſe Abuſc aggravates the Guilt, and upon conſequens, 
ro Virruous the miſery of the receivers : it will no leſs conduce to the rt 
men, anarami- fication of our diſtorted judgements, and ſo to the cure of our d 
ue n8r -_— prayed AﬀeRtions, to anatomize alſo the other Ventricle in te 
incrinſecally, N2rt Of the objedtion, viz. the Apparent Evil frequently afſy- 

®IF Foſter be the Daughter of Yirear, us the Philip 
It Felicity e r of Yirtae, as the Philo 
moſt judiciouſly, 73s yag matas dpuris 5 ivigyare, ivſerult 
perfeite virturis afio oft beatitudo (magn, Moral. lib, 1. cap h) 
and Yirewe the daughter of #i/deme, as the ſame, ziyorre & 
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agile} xad' avlay iy 76 hounds Tis Jugs wig, Virtures omnes, 
is Hnime parte rarionals fint, mceſſe eſt, ( lib. ejuſd. cap. 1.) 
datfif the 19/5/dowe of God be infinitely more perfe& then the 
Wiſllome of man, as all juſtly confeſs; then afluredly can they 

ly be happy, who ronform their Wills tothe Will of the Higheſt 
or Suing now Good men, in all conditions of their lives, and 
M the changes of Fortune, Rill ſubmic their deſires and affeRi- 
ons to the Will of Divine Providence ; therefore are they con- 
fantly happy, and conſequently thoſe ſeeming Evils, which 
befall them, prove _real Goods, that implicite refignation of 
themſelyes , and that equanimity wherewith they entertain thoſe 
External Evils , inftandly altering their malignity , dulcifying 
their amaritude , and conyerting them unto {ntrinſfick Ble/- 


ſug. 


_ This Argument {without oftentation,]I profeſs it)was the ground 


vpon which 1 ereted me a SanGtuary to ſecure my judgement 
n, when the multiplied Rormes of Adverfity, raiſed by the im- 

s winds of our Civil Wars, had beaten me from all other 
probability of ſhelter. For taking this for my Hyporheſie, that 
wan, in this life, wants only ſo much of Happineſs, as he doth 
f Obedience, o much of Content, 4s he doth of abſolute Conformi« 
ty to the good will of Providence ; 1inferred, that no man can ke 
truely miſerable, but he that makes himſelf ſo, nor any man re- 
ally happy, bur he that hath pared off the bias of ion from 
hismind, and fitted it to'run ſmooth. and eyen in the leyell of 
Iadifferency, asto the Goods of Fortune, haying no other mark, 
but Finr Voluntas Dei. And, having firſt humbly implored 
the affiſtance of Divine Grace to enable me toreduce this excel- 
lent lefſon into praRtice, I wore it as a facred-charme or Penta- 
the on breaſt , and thereby become Shot-free from all the 
bullets of an angry Fortuge : nor did I feel that to be a confi- 
derable Joſs, which the conqueſt and rapine of an inſulting Ene- 
my called my totall r»;xe ; but could withmore coriftant and in- 
ttmal-alacrity fing Pans ro Heayen, for this yictory over my 
Pufllanimity, then did the trinmphant Foe, for his , -oyer my 
Ajal Maſter and his loyal Armies. 


Let: 


Article $.. 
The Authors 
Sanfuary 
wherein he (c- 
cured his mind 
from diſcon- 
rent, in all 
thoſe flormes 
of Calamities, . 
which our late 
Civil war 
ſhowred upon. 
him. 
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193 The Special Providence vf Gad; dentoſtratd.” Chag 
Artide g, | Letus take away thoſe things, which the-deluſion of Scalih 
Virtxe, a meer lity call's Evils, and Virtue muſt then be, what the miſtaky 
_ "2 _ Libertine will have it, a bare Notion, or empty Terme, as 
on of thoſy, Of kin to a Chimera, as one of P/ato's Ideas : For what woull 
things, which become of MMagnanimity, if there were no danger ? what: 
Senſuality calls Patience, if there were no /ufferings, &c, Marcet ſine adverſe. 
Ewil, 749 virtus, and every man knows that the Inſignia, or Coat-argy 


| 

| 

| l 

of a gallant mind, is a Palme tree, that thrives by oppreſſiag . 

with an orient Pyropw, or Carbuncle ſuſpended on its , 

which deradiates the moſt refulgenc ſplendor inthe darkeſt night, 

as S: Anſtin (lib. 2, de doftrins Chriſtiana, cap. 16.) outgl 

ancient Lapidarics hath-affirmed, and Bernhard. Ceſins (de mw NN - 

zeral. p.'5 56.) onthe teſtimonies of m_ modern Minerals. Y 
giſts, aſſerted, This the Orator glanced at, when in derifion of thei 

Ignorant Malice, who had attempted to blaſt the Laurel a IN * 

Cato*s front; he {miles out this charaKer of a well-ordered Mind; ; 

At etiam eo negotio 2A. Catonts ſplendorem maculare voltterun, |} 1 

ignari quid gravitas, quid integritas, quid magnitudo animi, @ | 
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quid denique Virtus valeret ; que intempeſtate ſeva quittarſt, 
& lucet in tenebris, & pulſa loco mantt tamen, atque here is 
patria, ſþlendetque per ſe ſemper, neque aliens unquam ſordibm 
obſoleſcit. (orat. pro P. Sextio.) 


Article to. 7 fayd, thoſe things which the deluſion of Senſuality cali 
The Senſe, no Evil) for tis no a or Hy of [£ __ 6 the 
competent Cyi= . : 
zcrion of the palate of the body is no competent judge of the ſweers of the 
Goodor Evil Sowl; that the bittercſt Porions, are the moſt magiſterial Julehs 
of the mind, to extinguiſh the fevers of Luſt ; and the abſtinence of Poverty, 

the ſureſt prophylaGiick to prevent the T»mors and [nflammatians 
of the mind ; that a wile man is ſenſi:le of more true delight, in 
one Affliftion, then Nero or Lucullus ever felt in all the pom 
pous and ſtudied /ux#ry' of their lives ;' and that the tears of ſor | , 
row are not half ſo Salt, nor corroding, as thoſe expreſſed by im | 
moderate Lawghter, This thoſe Heroes well experimented, who &Þ 

[ 

fe 


eyen in the Calmes of their ſtate, have yoluntarily caſt np 


Goods of Fortune over board ; as unneceſlary luggage, that mi 
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193 


ff currant merchandiſe on the exchange of Happineſs. What a 
yoluminous Legend could a good Collefor make of thoſe Prin 
tes, who have gladly reſigned their imperial Scepters, for a more 
and linoother Shepheards ſtaff ? of thole- Porentates, 
the have with fimiles quitted the noyle and tumule of their mag- 
aheent Palaces, for the foft murmurs of a Wilderneſs ? of thote 
Craſuſſes, who have cut off the ponderous bunches of Wealth 
from their own wearied backs, and reduced their ſpacious 
Treaſuries to a ſcrip and bottle ? of thole holy Prelates, who 
have relinquiſhed their Epiſcopia, or ample Sees, and retired 
themſelves ro ſome coole and filent Hermitage ? How many 
tigorious Generals have thrown down their leading ftayes, in 
the heads of their mighty and obedient Armies, and withdrawn 
into oblcure Cottages, there to learn a nobler militia of con- 
quering their ions Paſſions ? How many Noble Perſons, 
high in Honour and Power, as Ambition it ſelf could wiſh, 


- havechearfully corn off their yenerable Purple, and diſguiſed 


themſelves in conternptible rapgs ; their a and 
whyrambick 7 tles ——ys and caly Monoſyllable ; and 
left their native ſople for a contemplative receſs in ſome em 
Ilesd? in fine, of thoſe Forthies , who in their ſpring of life, 
their canicular days of pleaſure,the Jubile of unphyfick't Health, 
the Zenith of Riches and Howowr; have contentedly ſhook 
hands with all this vex ations Vanity, and fervently courted not 
only che loathſome ſolitude of Priſon, but even that affrighting 
= Death : as thoſe things which promiſed more real con- 
tene; chen all their former enjoyments > And fince they did all 
this upon no neceſſity, but that compulſion of their own reSified 
Wil : what reaſon have we to account Poverty, Exile, Sore 
row, obſcurity, fickneſs, Impriſonment, nay Death it (elf, ſuch 
ablolute Evi/s of themſUyes, as never to be alienated from their 
malignity, and converted into Goods, by the Chymiſtry of a 
Virtuous mind ? What reaſon have we to conceiye, that thoſe 
Generozs Spirit ryould have complained of the injuſtice of Gods 
Providence ; if he had bin pleaſed to haye allotted them the 
lame apparent Eyils, and conhgned ham to the ſame ——_ 
| c 
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194 The Special Providence of God, demonſtrated. Chap. y, 
es The wifemaen confiders, that if the rapine of his Enemies, the 
opprefſion of Tyranny, the devouring jaws'of Fire, or othet 
fmſter Accident deprive him of his effare ; yet norwn 
he loſeth nathing, that was properly his own 1 if he be tormented 
in his bedy ; that his raggs of Fleſh arc torn off, his mud-walled 
Cortage ſhattered, but that impatible Tenant, his Son/, / remains 
whole and inyulnerable. In a word, asthe tall Olympins advar- 
ceth his intemerated head aboye the clouds, and with a ſmook 
front looks down upon the pageantry of Thunder, and other 
yaporing Meteors of the Aer : ſo doth the head of a Virtwu 
Perſon Rand aboyethe Clouds of Misfortunes, and with a 
nanimous bravery bid defianceto Adverfity, malt the Foggs ef 
trouble ſtill conſerving the ferenity of his mind imperrurded. 
Nikhil accidere bono viromali poteſt, Nan miſcentur -Contrania 
LQuemadmodum tor amnes tamtum [nperne dejettor um imbrins, 
ranta medicatorums vs fontium, non matent ſaporem mare, 
wee remirtiine quidens-s i14 adverſarium rennm impetus vii 
forzts non wertit animum, mans in ftatn, + quicquid oven, 
in. ſawn colorem train. * Eft enim omnibus extern potentio. 
Nec hee dice, non ſentit illa, fed vincit, & alioquin quiet 
placiduſque contra incurrentia attollitur : Omnia ' adverſa, 
etervitasionds putat &0, fayth the grave Seneca (lib, de Prov 
dentiz. Who, having tuned his ngethtations to this heigh Key,falk 
 __ x . hot only inoa-profuſe Encomiumof: that ſaying of ' his admb 
oy 21 «13> ved Cynick, Demetrins; Nihil mihi videtur infelicins eo, 
my 4Tuyi ey a Play way | 
wh Geros [a nil unquam evenit adverſi, nothing. in my judgement eaq be 
Pros, more unhappy, the-he who never tated of Adverſity : but into 
this Parodox allo, that the condition of Regwlwe, in his nayied 
barrel, was as far from real Jufelicity, asthatiof thegreati Me 
cenas lolacing his pamperd limbs on a couch of . For 
weighing the conſtant and invincible Patience of the: one, againk 
the perpetual Anxicty or civil war inthe breaſt of the other, be 
concludes, quod dubirm. fit, an eleftione Fati data, plures ie 
guli naſcs, quam NMecenates velint; that iv may be diſputed 
whether or no, if men might ele& their own Fares, the greater 
number would! not rather chooſe to bo born under the anyy 
(tarts of the former, thenche flattering conſtellationof the an 
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195 
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ſo indifferent are thoſe things to a Wiſe man, which the jud e- 
ment of the Sexe hath denominated Good and Evil. - 


This magnanjmous temper of a Virtuous Mind, thoſe Ideots 
neyer ſo much ag heard of, who have objected ; that it would 
have bin more conſiſtent with the juſtice of Diyine Providence, 
rather conſtantly ro have preſerved Good men from affi-ttion, 
then to ſubjeft them to the malice and oppreſſion of Evil men, 
and afterward (cem to vindicate their integrity, and compenſate 
their ſwſſerings, by a late remuneration of happineſs, and the 
puniſhment of their Oppreſlors, 

For even Good men themſelyes eſteem thoſe acute Aftictions, 
52 Diploma or Teſtimonial of their genuine Education in the 
| of Virtxe, and, like Veteran Souldiers, produce the 
(cars of their wounds, as ſo many indeleble characters of Ya(onr, 
and conſequently of Honowr. They look upon their ſmarteſt 
ſtripes, as the faire imprefles of Gods paternal Aﬀettion; ani re- 
rura him a patient ſubmiffion to his frequent chaſtilements, as the 
molt oratefull facrifice of Gratitude, their frail and indigent cot» 
dition can afford. They account their temporal DejeFions, not 
only an undeniable /ymbol of his Special Favonr, in this mili- 
aty fate; ſince they manifeſt them to be eleKed by him, »02 a4 
molitiem;- [cd ad tolerantiam, not todull and inglorious effemi- 
Bcy,: but honourable hardſhip, and maſculine acchievments : 

allo as an Ajjefoy, or Earneſt of their eternal adyancemenr, 
a'the Jubile, when he ſhall diſtribute his triumphatt wreaths of 
Laurel, ſuch whoſe Verdure ſhall know no decay, till the impoſ- 
kble period of Erernity. Thus the Valiant, with noble emulation, 
contend for priority in emerpriſes of the higheſt difficulry and 
moſt eminent danger ; and then think themſelves in moſt grace 
and reputation with their General, when he vouchlafes them the 
honour of the Forlorn Hope, and confignes them to encounter 
2whole Hott of Deaths. Thus the Lacedemonian yongſters mea- 
fired the affeRion of their Parents, and Tutors, not by their 
indulgence ; but the ſeveciry of heir \chaſtiſements': and/ em- 
Irneed their Grartel flagellations as welcome oppottunities to 
experiment cheir Conſftancy. And thus the 7/ver of + Raſcia 
by Cc 2 eſtimate 
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Article 11. 
The A:heifts 
objeRion, that 
God ought, in 
julitice, always 
to ptelerve 
Good men 

f om ſuffering 
Ev.l;expunged, 
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eſtimate their Hugbands love , not by rhe __—_ of their 
Conixgall Embraces , but of their Caſtigetions : and then he. 
waile themſelves as more then halfe repudiated, when their matrj- 
monial Lords negle& to afford them the benevolence of the Laf,, 
And yer for all this ſhall man, noble man, who is the Souldier, 
Soane , and ſpouſe of Providence , (o far forget his conrage, 
conſtancy , and duety, as* to repine againſt thoſe things as 
Evil ; which are, by the Supreme Wiſdome, intended for his 
Good, nay which a mind, imbued with the ſoveraigne Tin&ture 
of Virtze, hath a power, were they real Evils, to convert into 
ineſtimable Benefirs ? 


Article 12. 1 doenotonly affent unto, but gratefully applaud their judge 
ww wp ro ments , who haye defined the eſſence of Good and Evil, in thi 
+— ayouthe<—pnt life , by the Truth or Falſbood of Opinion ; experience infor- 
ins fall conſor- ming me, that the Senſual Appetite of ſome apprehendeth 
mity of our many things under the title of abſolute and tranfcendent Goods, 
wills rothe which the Rational Apperites of others avhorr, 'as poſitive and 

Divine will. Jcteſtable Evils. 
And therefore, when the ſoul fits in conſult upon the Eleti- 
on of Good, ſhe ought firſt ro wipe her eyes from all the duſt of 
Senſual Prejudice , and reſolve that the Vote of Temporal in 
tereſt ſhall goe for noching, but Rn e and ſeduction ; fix- 
ing her Cogitations only upon t thognomonick, or proper 
and inoarable, and tie infalifle figne, by which che Wi 
dome of God hath deſcribed what's really Good ; and that is, 
an indifferency to all objefts but himſelf , or a free and tota{l rt- 
fignation of our Wills to his, or more preciſely, if he hath ap- 

pointed it, 


Article x3, 


An excell : 
mattadonel This moſt excellent leflon, thar Stoical Emperor, Marcw 


Marcus Antoni- Antoninus had often read by the meer light of Natwre, and &a- 
2u5,concerning deyouring to reduce it into practice, whiſpers this maxime to 
Eeoodand himſelf : Thd 5 variandur, Þ os os £26975 xgx7 » pal meyrtine® 
romanin Morn kh; ans ; opinioni antem mali aut boni adſentire mens 
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you deber (lib. de ſeipſo 5. numer. 18.) and in one ſhort me- 
ditation lates the whole Controverſie concerning the good and 
evill occurrences to man ; which for that reaſon , I heer preſent 
tothe Reader. Dicit aliquis: infelicem me, cui hoc acciderit ! 
quinimo, felicem me, qui hunc caſum ſine dolore perferam, & 
we preſentibus frangar, nec futura extimeſcam! Nam mni- 
euique tale quid potmit accidere : at non cnjuſuis erat, fine 
dolore enum caſum excipere. Cur igitar ilind potins infortunis, 
quam hoc felicitati adſcribis ? Ant car id infelicitatem homi- 
ws appellas, in quo nihil mali paſſa eſt hominis natura * 
An vero tibi humane nature damnum videri poteſt id , quod 
yon eſt contra propoſitum nature ejus ? Quod ergo nature 
propoſitum eſſe didicifti ? Num caſus iſte efficere poterit , quo 
minus ſis juſt us magnanimus,temperans,prudens,circumſpettus,. 
mntus ab errore , verecundas , liber ? ant adimere omnino quic- 
quam eorum, que hominis nature ſunt propria ? Proinde quo- 
ties inciderit quicquam quod ad dolorem te provecet ; recorda- 
re bujus precepti : non illud quod accidit infortunium vere 
eſſe, ſed quod fortiter illud feras , id felicitati tribuendnm eſſe. 
lib, 4, numero 31.) 

« Some man [| perchance 7] ſays, that I am- unhappy, to 
« whom this infortune hath hapned ! Nay , rather may be lay, 
« thar I amy happy, who can endure this misfortune wichour grit; 
« and am neither dejefted with the preſent, nor atraid of furure 
« Accidents, For the like might have betalne any other man : 
« but *rwas nor in the power of every one to ſuſtain that mil- 
« fortune without grief. Why, therefore , doe you aſcribe that 
« rather to misfortune , then this to Felicity ? or why account 
« that to bean infelicity of man , wherein the Nature of man 
« hath ſuffered nothing of Evil ? Can that ſeemto you to be: an 
« Injury ro Humane Nature, which is not contrary to the in- 
« tention thereof 2 What , therefore , haſt thou learned the 
« Intention of Nature to be > Can this misfortune efte& , that 
«thou mayeſt be leſs juſt, magnanimous, temperate , prudent, 
«CircumſpeR, ſuperior to error, modelt, free? Or can it take 
« from thee any of thoſe things , which are proper to the Nature 
« of man ? So often, therefore, as any Accident ſhalll occur, 

Ce3 « which 


"0 


« which may provoke thee to grief ; remember this Precepe: 
« that whathappens , is not-trucly Misfortune ; [but that choy 
« canl(t bear i nobly, is a Happineſs. 

More then chis, I can nor, need not fay, in order to the refutat- 
on of this Obje&ion : and therefore I remit the #»/atisfied to 
the more profound, elegant, and ample diſcourſe of the learned 
Mornens Du Pleſsis (lib, de weritate Chriſtiane Religions, if © 
cap. 13,) onthe ſame lubject ; and leaye the ſatisfied to the 
calme joyment of their perſwaſion. 


PRE A Oe ere —_— 


C3 

 - 

— 
= Cz > = 0 -»> LaSrL AL 


Q xz. gp = - 


_— — 


199 


CHAP. VI. 


" The Mobility of the Terme of Mans 
Life, aſſerted. : 


- 
—— 
__—_—— ——_— - 


M Sncyrx., L 


W Lk Aving rhus by - Apodicticak and. uncanteollable Article 2 
RS  Reztons made it manifeſt, that all things inthe Uni- The Affinity 
(Sn (0 verſe, a5 well Generals, jas Particulars, Contingents of this Thec- 
F(Þ as Neceffaries, are inthe mearis, manner, oppors _— _ 

ORIG ronity and: finaliry of their Operations, preciſely pa 
predetermined, difpoſed, and procured by the General Providence necelſary Givi- 
of God - that alf Oceurrences of every individual manslife, /are fon thereof 
the preſcriprs and confignations or altorments of. his Special and into 2 ſpccifical 
Paernat Proyjdence 3 and by-the meer Light of: Nature diſe 534 /7drvidual 
BE etfed all thofe clouds, Wiieh' cicher ancient Echnieiſme, or mas © 
- BE dem Atheiſme hath extdted from the: abyſs of Hell, ra obſcure 

the ſplendor of both thoſe exccMent rnhs-: it remains only; that 

wededuce the influence of Divine Providence down to the Ca- " 

taſtrophe, or Exit of life, of proyetheexenſion of it to the point 

of Neath ; and endevour a compendious and plain deciſion 

df that tediqus anFeniomirical-Contovertie,. 4u rerminns Vite 

mn ant it Immobilis ? 1Phether the peraed:of every mdevidua!  - 

wans if be fo mmmlovtably” find by the! $pectel Rrevideuce. of © 

60, that it can be neither by any' nevligence, munaterete and 


inordinate 


The Mobility of the Term of Mans Life, aſſerted, Chaye 


inordinate uſe of thoſe things Phyſicians call the Six Ne 
rals, or ſuddain-Caſualities, anticipated or abbreviated; 
prudence, temperance, comvenient Medicaments, or cantion, ” 
lated or prolonged ? 


For the firſt ; viz. 


Article 2, * That God is the ſole 'Aoderators though inot the Author of 
The reaſons of Death (for reaſon will not endure that we conceive him to hawe 
_ _—_— created a Privation;) or, more plainly, that the hand of his Pro 
tion of the ir VIIENCE guides the dart of that ineyitable and viRorious 
Parr, tolife ; rhis is a poſition fo frequently and amply illuſtrated by 

the pens of many the moſt learned and judicious men of all age 
religions, and profeſſions ; and ſo genuinely and direQtly infer. 
ble from the Context and importance of thoſe A for- 
-merly introduced, in order to the Demonſtration of the intere 
of Providence, eyen in the ſinalleft interludes of Nature, and 
moſt apparently fortuitous effeAs of all ſubordinate Caul: 
that, ſhould we run out into any profule probation thereof, 
this place, the moſt patient and candid Reader could- not. by 
frown at the attempt, and juſtly cenſure it, non only as unneceſſs 
ry and ſupererogatory, bur allo as ſcandalous and der '® 
his own DialeStical and ColleRive habilities. And the 
humbly referring him as well to his own eaſy recognition of | 
tions formerly colleRed fromthe lecture of other more matur 
and .neryous Diſcourſes on — —_—__ = fami- 
liar InduQtions upon many propofitions in upon the 
leaves of this os cold and dull $ Execcice: 
ſhall, in ayoydance of anuydecent Chaſme, or Vacuicy , infer 
only two conciſe and obyious Arguments, as Coro{laries, or ws 


—_ nexes inſeryient to the ſame perſwaſion, 

ary by Wy 

pecial Proym Y 'gument I . 

monk mas fe, and conſequently the Death of neceſſarly 
argued from Thelife, y the Death of every man 

_ impoſſibili- depends upon the ablolute 3/54 of the Creator, and ſo upon 
y of the mo- 7,.,ee or reſolves of his Providence 5 or upon ſome oth 


_ _ Principle extrancons, alien, and ſuperior to the nature of may, 
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of upon may himſelf, Not upon =- T hird or Nexutral Princi« 
pe ; for that muſt be either the Epicurcans Fortune ; or the 

icks Anus Fatidicaor Fate; or Homers Lottery ; or Py- 
thagoras his Sugrry ues, mentioned by Plutarch (ae placit.1.) 
orthe Jews Angelus mort, or their terrible ſhe Devil Zilith 
deſcribed by our many-tongued Gregory (in tratt. de Epiſcopo 
paerorum,out of the Gloſſa Talmnd, in Nidaa, fol. 24.) and er- 
roneouſly conceived, by Gaffarel ( Unheard of Curioſities, 
p4g- 317.) toberhe ſame with Lucina of the Romans, for the 
one was thought propitious to parturient women, the other ſo 
hoſtile and malignant, that the Hebrew Wivcs, ſo loon as they 
fell in travel, caulcd this proſcription.to be written on the doore 
of their bed-chamber, Adim, Chavah, chonts Lilith, Adam, 
Eve , keep out Lilith; or the Aftrologers Helec and Alcoco- 
kn, and the like ious 8 Jrefious of the Planets called ypore- 
xelogias or Fridarie, derided by Archangelus a Burgo novs 
(in Comment. in dogmat. Cabaliſt.) and Scaliger (in Comment. 
in Manilium) or the Numbers, Ideas, or grand Revolution of 
Plato; or the Malns Dexs of the Manachees ; or Helena, alias 
Selene, of Simon agus ; or Heliods Pandora ; or the great 
Beldam 44litra, aliis Alytta, of the Ethnicks; or the Turks 
Naſſ#b, alias Ctuſura, which fignifiesthe Goddeſs Fortune ; or 
Paracelſns his Anima mundi Platonica, or rather the Macro. 
comical Harmony of the Uniyerſe, and the Microcoſmical Con- 
cotdance with the inviſible Ggnatures of the Aſcendent; or that 
Hermetico-magical Lamp of life and death, lately invented and 
cryed up by Erneſt us Burchgravias, but moſt judiciouſly ex- 
tinguiſht by Sennertas (de Conſenſus Chymicorum cum Galen, 
cap, 18.) or that Internal man of Parace!lſ#s, named Ens ſyde- 
riam, Olympicum, Gabalim, &c. by that vaine admirer and 
promoter of Hermetical Follies, Oſwaldrs Crollins (in Baſil. 
Chym. prefat. admonit. p. 6.4, & 65.) or the implacable Strix, 
or Erinnys of the Gentiles ; or, finally, ſome ſuch fancaftique 
Hotgoblin, that hath no more of reality, then whatic borrows 
from the confuſed and obſcure idea of it (elf, conceived in the 
kuriant womb of a perturbed or deluded Imagination : but 
every ſober man alceady knows, -y a are abſolute. Chi- 
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Article 4- 


The ſame de= 


monſtrared, 
from the ne- 


ceffiry depen- 


dence of all 


mers, hatched in the adled brains of mad men, Poets,and ido. 
latrous Pagans;and ſo below our laughter, much more our ſeriow 
Confutation. Not upow Man himſelf, or any domeſtick Cot 
ſeryatory eſſentially inherent ro his Nature, For that _— 
once conceded, entangles our reaſon in two the higheſt Imp 
bilities imaginable ; (1) it confounds the Relative Maximes of 
Nature, breaks her chain of Dependence, and inferrs a ſecond 
Self-exiſtence beſide Divinity ; for, dreaming that a Principiar 
Entity aRually exiſtent, gave to it ſelf exiſtence ; that a Future 
ſomething derives its uewouoiey, or Futurition immediately and 
folely ſrom it (elf ; and that nothing can, by its own power, at 
raine to be ſomething, #. e. that which is neither Porentia, not 
Attus , canendow it (elf with the perfetion of both Power and 
Af ; we muſt be carried upon this rock, that there is in the 
Worlda ſecond ſomething @vagyov , evailior x; Evlaulor, Nu 
principiate, Canuſeleſs, and Self-ſufficient, beſides God ; which 
18a falſhood far beyond the rwo Principles of all things imag. 
ned by the Manichees, and more ridiculous then the Devils pre 
mile to make our Saviour Monarch of the World, (2) Itin 
ports an abſolute power in man to make himſelf immortal; : 
Delufion- that never found entertainement in the brain of the 
moſt deſperate Hypochondriack, nor durſt the Father of ls 
ever ſuggeſt it ro his moſt credulous vaſſals, Ir follows there 
fore of pure neceſſity, that as God is the Author of life ; ſo all 
can he alone diſpoſe of the 5ſſnes of Death, and that the ed, v 
well as the beginning and mutations of all things are ſubjeR t 
the moderation of his Providence. 


Argument 2. 


A confeſt Verity itis, thatall Natural Motion muſt proce 
from one Firſ# Motor, which can be no- other but God, until 


natural mation We can find out ſomething coequal to him in Erernity ; and 
in its begtn- - poſition neyer yet diſputed, that the /ife of man is. a Natwd 


ning,continua 


tion, and 


od, on the 
of the Firſt 
Mover. 


- Motion, to which the Apoſtle ſeemes to allude in his factel 
ar axiOme, #y beg Four, x) uicele, x; iouty, in God we live, met 


and have onr being ( Aft. 17. ver- 28.) and of parallel certain 
; 
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6, 
do- Wl itis» thateyery motion hath its determinate beginning, durati- 
ow | @, and period, dependent on the ill of the Firſt Mover : 
ot  cherefore muſt the end as neceſlarily as the beginning and con- 
- tinuation of mans life , his Death as well as his conception, 
nativity , and maturity be certainly commenturated, defined, 
of W and limited by the Special Providence of God. Frequent 
ond © glimpſes of this Argument have I perceived in the monuments 
lar © of the moſt Erhnical Philoſophers ; nor ſhall our choughts 
ture want the patronage of great probability , if we conjeRure, 
and W charour Patriarch, Galen (in moſt other things, but weakly 
a- © armed againſt their cenſure , who haye aſſaulted his memory 
nor © with che dereftable Epichite, *Af8$0xoy0Tems, an Atheiſt of the 
and & higheſt Clafſis ) had his mind rouched with the ſame Magnet, 


the atchattime, when he wheeled about from his old poſition of a 
Nu acer Natwaraliſt, and pointed direRly at the pole of Divine 
hit i Providence , in theſe words, Jy&o: mire Jon aentiarn 
ag-Y (3.de u/# part.) God hath done all things, that he had for- 
pie merty decreed to does 
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For the ſecond ; 


Article I. Ore then ſufficient reaſon had I, tocall it a Tedions and 
womens 10mg A nigmatical Controyerlie, For, firſt, the oblcurity of 
N inſupe- *Þe SubjeRt (being ſuch whole clear impercepribility hath wor- 
rable Difficu!» thily lifted it among the Javuaez, or ſecrers of Gods Councd, 
ties to be en- propoſed rather to excite and entertain our reyerential Wonder, 
— > then exerciſe our ſawcy Cxrioſity ) hath unhinged the brains of 
eafa8ory ſolu MR, who have eſſayd to explain ic, and loſt their judgements 
tion of this in a wilderneſs of various opinions, diſcrepant Joy wpayls is* 
problem, whc= em tyains, as far as heayen and earth each from other, and left 
ther the Term future enquiry inftruRed rather what to aveyd, then what to fel- 
| — - low : inſomuch that the learned and profound Joh. Beverovicim, 
Fatalzpremiſed Whoſe flame of ſcrutiny had kindled the moſt erudite and heroical 
by way of Apo- Wits, on this (ide the line, into a deſire and attempt to afford him 
logy for the fatisfaRtion in this particular ; when he had received, peruſed and 
—_— indifferencly perpended their ſeyerall Epiſtolical reſponſes, found 
and his purpoſe himſelf (ill perplex'c with his former tremor of Scepticiſme, and 
of raking a m{- fheretore confeſled ; ſuper hac re nuper plures conſului, qui an 
| dle way be= ſfibiipfss ſatisfecerint neſcio, mihi certe penitus ſatisfacere non pv 
rween the ab- ruerunt; in tanta itaque opinionum varictate equidem fere dixe- 
—— TY rim cum Xenophonte apud Varronem, Homins eſt hec opinari, 
and the meer D## ſcire» And again, wholoever deſerves the Laurel at this 
Fortune of the Olympick exercile, by deciding thequeſtion onthe fide of Truth; 
Epicurean, aſt firſt reconcile thoſe inyeterate Antipathies between abſolute 

X ate and mans Freewill : muſt clearly diſtinguiſh: berween che" 
certain Preſcience, and-immutable Predeſtination, or Predeter- 
mination, of the Divine Intelle# and Will, (a task not tobe 
undertaken after dinner, nor performed upon one begg ; as =_ 


FT FART 


| 204. The Mobility of the Term of Mans Life,aferted. Chap.6, 


w2yz HOHACGERB OO SEES GS EP GOCGaNM TE =r”HYpeOo x» —{— SD COS SO PB Row 0 -., =». «== 


T, 
, 
_ 


2 * pow Fl tis we pane” > on » & yy = T7 = Oh 


a. 


"ct a 6. The Mobility of the Term of Mans Life, aſerted: 205. 


hd 


= or 


ſon appear to him, who ſufficiently excogitates, how hardly the 
blunt edge of mans underſtanding can divide betwixt the Pre- 
vidence of God, and his poſitive Decrees ſetled from all eternity: 
fince Cognition, Elettion, Volition, and Decretion make but 
one fimple and entire a& in his [»te/le& ; nor can reafon make 
out, how God can Foreſee meer Contingents, while they are 
yer in the nothing of Ftzrity , unleſs becauſe he hath pre- 
ordained the means, place, time, and other circumſtantial 'zequi. 
fites to their reſpective Contingencies ) muſt determine, that 
troubleſome Doubt of the Schoolemen, whether any of Gods 
Decrees are Hypothetical or Conditionate, and ſo ſubjeRt to 
mutation upon mans obſeryation, or non-obſeryation of theCon- 
dition, or proviſo on his part to be performed? and, laſtly , 
muſt ſolve that Scruple, An Scientia conditionata certam ponit 
rum [cientiam,or, AnconditionataDei voluntas ullum facie 
at decretum de futurorum eventu ? Whether the hypothetical or 
conditionate Will of God (if any ſuch there be) doth import an 
abſolute and immutable Decree, concerning the eyent of things. 
tocome ? Problems , about which not only the graveſt Phi. 
lſephers haye ſtretched the membranes of their brains, and 
ith great atxiety hack't and ſlaſh't for many ages together ; 
but even the Church her ſelf hath diſputed ſo hotly, that ſhe hath 
regex her ſeamleſs coate of Faith into ſuch numerous and wide 
Schiſmes , that we her ſonnes may ſooner expe the conyerſion' 
of the Jews, then a full reconciliation and reunion of all her . 
Sets. Nor am I ſubjeR to fo uncurable a Phrenſy of Vanity, 
z5n0t to know how immenſe a diſproportion:lyeth between t 
umolt extent of my ſhort judgement, and the cencer of the nee- . 
rt of thele Abſtruſities ;;. but acknowledging the decifion of 
aty one of them as far. aboye my Preſamption; as Capacity, T 
think-it boch honour and GriefaRion enough for me, to laye- 
colleted ſo much light from the beams of Merſennus, Epiſcopine ' 
and others, as may ſerye to conduRt the mind of the ingenious: 
Reader into midle way berwixt the Abſolute Fatality of the 
Sticks, on one extreme ; and the abſolute Fortwne of. the: Ep6-- 
reqxs , on theother. The Firſt whereof ftrains the cord -of 
Predftination up to the height of inevitable Neceſſity ; atd fo 
Ddsg | leayes; 
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youu nothingin the power either of Mans Free-will, or the con. 
zes of Second Be, nay chain's up the hands of the 
Fi Canſe in fetters of Adamant, according to that of the 


Poet, 


Fatis agimur, cedite fatu, 

Non ſollicite poſſunt cure 
Mntare rati ſtamina fuſs. 
Quicquid patimur mortale genus, 
Quicquid agimus, venit ex alt. 
Non illa Deo vertiſſe licer 

Que nexa ſuis currunt Canſic. 


By Fate we are impell'd ; ſubmit 

To what the Deſt :#ies think fir. _ 
That thread, by 'th Fara! Damſels ſpun, 
By our Cares can nere b' undone, 
What we af, what andergoe, 

From their fixt Decrees doth flow, 
Fove himſelf cannot controll 

What doe's from linked Caxſes rowl, 


As alſo that of o_ po » Where he had - 
reaſon to 1 it; w#icqu1a eſt, quod nos fic vivere ji 
fic mars : po weece he Devs al; Far. beer? bs 

m_ __- ac divina curſus vehit, ille ipſe omnium Condit 

Gor ſeripfit quidem Fata, ſed ſequitur, ſemper parn: 

fon juſsjt- The Others cutic quite alunder, and fo relaxin 

dug Prnidns Divine , leave all Events to te 

reſules or hics of meer Chance: bur bot 

concurring in the moſt bloody Error of Irreligion, Bur che 

porn + Ann of our fd ample will lead us intoa more 

— ma , howthat long Civil ws 

ations of Fate, Fortune, ad 

| _pp— HE and brought to a full Cow 
a 9: ——_ with Divine Provide, 
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' In the meane time, that we may, both with more decent Article 2, 
Method, and perſpicuity , attain to ſome yerifamilous (at leaſt) Two previous 
ſolution of our preſent Problem, viz, Whether the Term of <*nſiderable., 
mans life (in individuo) be ſo immoveably prefixt by the De- neceſſary to the 

wh , , right under- 
erees of Divine Providence , as that neither temperance or care Aanding and 
1 1415 part can extend, nor the violence of ſecond Cauſes, fi- conſequent 
twate without the orb of his moderation, accelerate it ? Necell; diſcuſſion olthe 
iris, that we ſcrioufly examine and ſearch into the marrow of queſtion. 
_—_— conductive to the right ſtating, and conlequently the 
right underſtanding of the Queſtion: (1) what we are to un- 
derſtand by the Term of Life : (2) In what ſenſe we are to un- 
#:ſftand this Term tobe fixt, or moveable, 


What we are to underſtand by the Term of Life. 


Concerning the Firſt ; obvious it is, thatall things, or cauſes Article 3. 
inſeryient both tothe Conſeryation of life and the adduRion of The w—_— 
its period, Death, fall under the contents of three General heads ; ne bh 
for either they muſt refer to hoſe that are Neceſſary , or ſuch jife and death, 
28, by the ordinary courſe of Nature, no man can ſubfiſt with- to three Gene- 
out, to which claſfis belong our Aliment , Aer, ſleep, &c. or Fall heads, viz. 
(2) Non neceſſary or Fortuitous, which no way hens, So to the ” ecefſary Foe 
Fomentation or fewel of our Vital Flame, bur point blank to the ——_ = + 
ExtinQion of it ; and therefore the inftinR of. nature perſwades ports thedileri- 
every man to ayoyd them ; ſuchare Shipwracks, fabbs, ſhots, mination ofthe 
precipices, hakers, 8c, cauſes of immature, ſuddain and viokne 7” of life in= 
deaths : or (3) Meerely Supernateral, or the Will of God, mt ran 
which as it is impoſſible (without Special Divine Revelation) for Accidentary: & 
wto foreknow, fo alſo to alter, or prevent. "Upon theſe three the imperti- 
pillars was it, that Lawrentine Fowbertus ereted his triple Diffe- 2ency of the 
rexce of the T erm of mans life ; making one Supernatural, fuch 
38 the Breach of our noſtrils was pleaſed to aſſign to moſt of the ,,1,1at Term, 
Antediluyian Patriarchs, or Seminaries of Humanity, cither iR to the preſene 
order to the more expedite mulciplication of mankind, to the ſcope. 
more adyafifageous inyention and propagation of Arts and Sci- 
ences, or for ſome other confiderable reſpe& , at which our 
Ignorance 
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1 ce can only ſquint by conjecture: which being lay 

fince cancelled, Art fits down in a contented deſpaire to ray 

wvate, norcanthe records of the world afford us the ſtory of ay 

| Impudence, thatdurſt rant ſo high, asto promile ir, excepttha 
of a certain Mountebanck Greek, derided by Galen, and oy 
late Nugipolyloquides, Paracel/ws ; both which experi 
confuted their own unpardonable Arrogance , before their ſang 
had run out '5o years. Another Natzral , which Phyſiology 
defines by that ſpace of time, during which our radical Balan, 
or the oleaginous Fewel of our vital Lamp, maintairs the innat 
Heate, or Flame of life, untill the total exhauſtion of the one, 
cauſeth a zotal priyation of the other ; or, more plainly, chat cir- 
cle of time, which comprehends the ſeven Segments or Ages of 
man; which, though preſtitute and limited, by the Goyernow 
of Nature, according to the compute of the P/almiſt, to $0, 
years, of Platoto 81, of the e/Egyptians to 100. (Celius Rid 
ginus, 19. antiq. Left, cap. 21. & 1oh, Langins, lib. 1. Epift, 
Medicinal. 7 9.) of thebeſt of the Sibylls to a 100. as is expreſ 
inthoſe 2, verſes corrected by the incomparable Salmajin 
( Pliniarum obſervat. pag. oy 


"AM\ 6ilay wixugos in pores ayteamion 
Zons, is irear frgloyidda wrnor id evans ; 


And of the ancient Fews, to 120.( Joſeph. Antiq. Indaic. lib. 1,) 
is yet left to ſome conſiderable laticude, and hath more or lefs of 
Duration, reſpe&tiye to the more or leſs durability of the Princ- 
ples of life, 5, e. the Excraſy, or Dyſcraſy of the body, in eye 
individual ; proyided that neither the oyle be inquinated by 
crude, or putrid Supplies, nor prodigally depredated by immods 
rate intetfion of its conſumer, the Flame, nor that immaturdy 
either ſuffocated, or waſted by Diſeaſes , or ſuddainly extingu- 
ſhed by violent Accidents ; which make the third Difference, 
or Accidentary Term of life, 

Bur as for the firſt branch of this Tertiary, the Aſetaphy ſic, 
or Supernataral Term of mans life, dependent on the Divis 
#4 immediately ; fince according to the doQrine of Nicholay 
Elorentinns (in Serm.) the Conciliator (in different, Meir 
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fe of the World : this place may yery conveniently want avy 
fanher conſideration thereof; norcan ic much ayail to the at- 
of our deſign, to inſiſt upon more then the two 


oy 


'By the Term of life, therefore, we ought to underſtand eithet 
(x) char period of every individual mans days, which'is cauſed 
—_ decay, and total diſſolution of the ligaments, which 

inthe Soul tothe Body; or, more expreſly, by an extinftion 


its Pabu/nm, or tewel, the Radical Moyfture, when both thoſe 
Principles of life' are permitted ro their natural and proper te- 
nor,i,e, whenno Preternararal Canſe intervenes, and by 'Cor- 
ruption anticipates the diſſolution of that Diſpoſition or Tem- 

of the Elements of the body, upon which the fubſi- 
fience of life doth neceſlarily -depend-t or (2) the end of every 
mans life, in general, whenſocyer, and by what means ſoeyer, 
ether Diſeaſes, or violait and unexpeRed Accidents, introduced; 
without any reſpe& to the gradual and ſuccefſive declination, and 
_—_— ceſlation of the Natural Temperament, in the wara/- 

old age | 


Now from the acceptation of the Term of Life, in the Firf 
hgnification, there genuinly emerge 7 wo 2ueſtions: 


». Firſt, Whether this Term of life, which is circumſcribed, per 
pins temperaments defiuxum & decurſum, by the natural De- 
fox , or wearing outof the requiſite Temperament of the body, 
and which we may, withoutimproptiety, /call a kind of myrure,: 
ealy and ſpontaneous falling aſundet of the Ligaments of life ; 
te abſolurely and definitely fixt, ſothat God hath conſticuted 
toleave the nature of eyery Individual to its own moderation, 
nor by any means to interrupt or alter its courſe preſcribed : 5. e, 
at by any means to procure, that this Deflux of the Tempera., 
ment ſhould haye more or leſs duration, then what may natu- 
ally be expeRted from the more or leſs durability thereof, de- 
fendent on the more or leſs —__ proportion, that the __ 
c F 
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a Jouberres (inErrerib; popular. )-it concerns only the oſt 


Article 4. 
The proper 
imporr of rhe 
Natural Term 
of mans life : 


of his Vital Flame, naturally ſucceeding upon a conſumprion of and allo of the 


Accidental. 


Article 5. 
The reſult of 
our acceptati» 
on of the Term 
of life, in the 
frft lignifica- 
tion, 


24P 
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Arncle 6. 
The conle- 
quence of our 


the Term of 
life, in the ſc- 
cond fignifica- 
muon, 


and Aftive Principles hold each to other ; pr, more plainly, 
that the Renitency or Reſiſtence of the Ople holds to the depre- 
datory and conlumptive Afivity of the Flawe, 

Secondly, if chis Term of life be thus Fixt, and chat God in« 
deed hath decreed not to intend or prolong that Deflux of the 
Temperament,beyond the point of its natura[Durabilicy;whether 
yer notwithſtanding, wichout alteration of his Decree of cotm- 
mitting Nature to its own eftabliſh'c courſe, he may not, be 
ing thereunto moved by our repentance, prayers , and piety, 
cored thoſe depraviries, and repaire thoſe yiolentdecays of that 
our 1} Conſticution., occalioned by intemperance, 
diſcaſcs,extraneous Accidents,or other meang whatever;and ſo hi 
der the otherwiſe impendent immature Collabaſcence , wid 
precipitous Diſſolution thereof ? In a word ; Whether, though 
BID EnY 
of life, to whi ity of his individual Temperamen, 
or the firength of his. particular Conſtitution may , in probs 
bilicy , beextended ; his Special Pravidencedoth not yer ſulſe, 
that, by reaſon of | pn and a Preer-natuml 
Cauſes occurrent , the temperament may be viti impaired, 
and ruined : and fo not hold out to . a = to 
which otherwiſe, in reſpe& of irs primigenious and native cv 
dition , it might have lafted Þ _ | 


Burt if we underftand the Term of life wi the ſecond ſignifice 
Whether the inamature « 


_ either a, famine, war, wounds, na 
ecollation, ſuſpenſion, ſuffocation, hixury, drunkenefs, 
citude, grief, &c, occafioned, be ſo preciſely fixt by Deſtiny; 
that no prudence or caution on his part can tranſpoſe , ne 
danger of fortuitous Accidents invading , accelerate or pr 
yvertit ? Ta ſhort, Whether the Cataftrophe of every mas 
life be preſcribed in the book of Fate, 
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Is what ſenſe we are to underſtand the Term of Mans Lift 
to be Fixt or Moyeable. 


| As = a Second brrr goto the Term of life may be  _ 7 
Gyd to be Fixr in a twofold ſenſe : (1) inrelpeR to ſome poſi *Þ* Fixation 
Z Divine Decree , _— ient or ne only K. Vl pena 
conſpiracies , but alſo the Preſcience of all Secondary or Inftru- in a double ig- 
mental Cauſes ; whereby God hath fo preciſely fixt and limi- tereſt; vix, 
ted a certain ſpace, or time of life to every ſingle man, together (1) la reſpe& 
with all relative Circumſtances, as place, manner, or kind, and wn - 
cauſe of Death : that ir: is abſolutely impoſſible to man , whae cree, precedent 
means ſoeyer he ſhall-uſe ro the , in order to his preler- even to Gods 
yation , or what dangers foeyer he have formerly expoſed Preiclence of al 
himſelf unto, ——_—_ to prolong his life beyond, as te 
or to fall beforechar Fatal Term, (2) In reloee not to ſome Cauſes, (2) to 
Abſoluce, but Hypotherical, or Conditionate Decree of God : ſome Hypothe» 
6.e, ſuch whoſe murationor accompliſhment is ſuſpended on the 7i<«! Divine 

, or Free Eleftion of mans Will, according as that, eicher mn 
bring conduRted by the manuduftion of Light Supernatural, or {afpgendes on 
Divine Grace, ſhall purſue the real and true Good ; or being the liberty of 
faluced by the deluſion of its own ſenſual judgements, (half mans Will 
wander in the devious tracts of Error, and ſs hunt after only "4 I 
apparent and fale Good: Now whether we underſtand this | __ rg 

onditionate Decree to be made and grounded upon a certain gifin&ion to 
and infallible prexotion of all concomitant things, circumſtances, our inſtant de- 
manners, cauſes, and finally of mans eletion of and adherence $gne. 
unto Good, or Evil objefts, and his conſequent YVirtwows or vici- 
our courſe of life : or whether we underſtand it to be made with- 
out any ſuch certain Prenetion, or Yolition of Prenocion at all ; 
but yer with a deliberare and poſitive Sextence certainly to be 
and executed in the fulneſs of time, or opportunity, 

when theright uſe, or abuſe of this Prerogatiye or Freedome of 
the 7, ſhall be in aSual determination, 5. e, ſhall ripen the 
Suppoſetionality of the decree into Ab/olnteneſs, and reduce the 
Poſſibs/ity thereof ineo aftual Neceſſity : the diſtinRion is nor 
Material, For it can be of no confiderable adyanage to our 

Ee 2 preſent 
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Articte 8. 
Three 6d #-- 


rent - mama 


valgar y Cx» 
maced from 
the precedent 
Ditti>Rion, 


Article 9. 
'The convenie 
entreduRion 
ot them to 
i wo only, 


C— 


preſent attempt, "whether of theſerwo Notions we prefer ; and 
that the reaſon is, why we here omit to ſoar ag ell holds the 
neereſt Cognation to truth. WR 


From theſe premiſes hath the judgement of man extracted three 
diftcrent opinions, 

The Fi-ſt, of thoſe, who hold it as poine of faich,that the Term 
of cyery mans life, rogether with all means or Cauſes, immediate, 
mediate, remote, -circumſtantial and corollary, or in any rela« 
tion whateyer pertinent thereto, is abſolutely immoyeable and 
Facal ; being precilely decreed by the immutable and irreſiftible 
law of the Divine Will . 

The Second, of thoſe, who averre the abſolute Fatality, or 
Fixation of eyery individual mans Term of life, a Poſteriori: 
bur decline it 4 Priors, 5. e. they concede, that in truth the term 
of eyery mans life is appointed by the irreyocable decree of 
Fate, in this reſpeR, that it can neyer be e.vrended or ſpun out to 
the duration of one moment beyand that, to which the natunb 
condition of his particular Temperament promiſes him to atrain; 
bur not in this reſpeR, that ic admits no poſhibilicy of Contradi- 
on or Abbreviation. 

The Th1:rd, of thoſe, who allow the Term of life to be Fatal 
indeed; yet upor no higher a Neceſfty, then that of Gods meer 
Prenotion, or hypothetical determination, reſpeRive to mans 
right uſe, or abule of the Liberty of his Will : and therefore not 
fo fixr, butthat it may be not only abbreviated but alſo pro 
longed; non preſuppoſita iſta ant prenotioneiant hypotheſi citra 
prenotiouem. 


And this is the moſt paſtant Diviſion of mens diſſenting opi- 


nions concerning rhis intricate Subjeft ; but it we come with na« 
ked minds to examine the ſtate of the difference berween the laf 
and the ſecond, we ſhall find them concentral in the point of 
Mntability. or Mobility : and thetefore both perſpicuiry and 
brevity perſwade,, that we gratefully adhere to that more con- 
venient redution of all opinions [concerning 'this Theorem, t0 
twa only, offered by Joh. Beverevicins (E vi 


. ad Simon, Epi 
ſeopiom) 
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—— 


ſcopiams) in words of this importance : Some maintain the Term 
of mats life to be fixt by the eternal and immutable law of De- 
tiny ; and on the contrary, others contend that it is not ſo fixt, 
but that it remairſ@moveable as well forwards as backwards, nor 
only obnoxious t6. Decwrt ation or Anticipation, by depravities. 

exorbitances of the Six Non-natsrals, b Epidemical Dif- 
eales, or by a thouſand unexpe&ed Knocks of unconſtant For- 
tune; but alſo capable of Produttion or Poſftpofition by a tem- 
perate, anticacheical and cautious courſe of life; 


; Now as forthe Firſt of theſe Opinions ; *cis generally known Article r9. 

to have bin en among the Sroicks, who bound up the T'* wo og 

efficiency of all things in the Univerſe, in the iron chaines of Fate; COT 

beeiving all events ſubjeR to ſo uncontrollable a neceſſiry, that pal plow 

their prevention, _ or alteration is not only aboye the thereof men= 
of man (whoſe yirtuous endeayours, piety, and prayers *ioned. 

mult therefore prove as fruitlels and ineffectual rowards the 

Averfion ; as vitioſities , impietyand profanenels towards the 

Actra&ion or Acceleration of any as predecreed) bur 

even of God himſelf : whom though they allow to have bin the 

Author of that ſempiternal-and irrepealable law of Deſtiny , yer 

they deny him to have reſerved to himſelf the prerogative of 

exemption from the obligation thercof. This was the Creed of 

Philetas, when he fayd 


"Ioee ydp TmxeerhHT arfpbs Grdynn, 
"Hp' ud" fevalss umoSeiSry, Git by AVpTe 
"Exmoley yaremy dyxtor cunus ixducy10, 


—— HMortales ſuperat qrodcungque neceſſe eſt, | 
Vi folida ; quia nec ſnperos reveretar, in almss bg 
QuiCeali fpatiu degunt ſine luttibus evnm. 


Of that old Poer, quoted by Cicero (de Fato) who fayd, quod 

foe paratum eft, id ſummum exuperat Jovem : and of chat 

Kmowned Captain, HefFor, when being importuned by his wife 

wt to hazard himſelf in. a falley upon the Grecian trenches, he 
= E 


e 3 * » conju- 
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conjured her fond fears into « reſolved confidenco, that tio ſwor 
could reach his hearr, bur that of Fare, by this ſpell ; 4 


Parce, precor, nimio miſera indulgere dolor: 
Nam quis me, Fatis invitis, mittet ad Orcum ? 
Nullum equidem vitaſſe hominum dico ultima F ata, 


Prithee, forbeare thy needleſs grief ; and know, 
No hand can ſend me to the ſhades below, 
Without the Fares aflenc, I hold it true, 
What F ate hath deftin'd, no man can eſchew. 


R292 wmBDwHEi©rrSar. xz 


As alſo of thoſe Military men, mentioned by p, Gregor 
T holoſanus (lib. 21. de republ, cap. 8.) whole minds being ſez- 
ſoned with the ſame per{waſton , that the manner and moment of 
every mans Death is appointed by the immutable law of Fat, 
and his lot inſcribed in inyifible CharaRers on his forchead; be 
came NC NEIIRREY inſenfible of che threas 
of that terrible Giant, Danger : nor did they account it othe 
then a yanity, reſulting from the cowardize of Ignorance,to pro- 
vide againſt the _ of ——_ by Py or defenime 
armes ; urging the examples of many yaliant Soldigrs, who 
have bin obſerycd to have confronted whole ſhowers of levelled 
bullets, ſhot from the neer engines of the adyaticing Foe, with 
out 2 wound ; and yer at laſt have fallen by ſome petite and 
unexpected peble thrown from the ſure ſling of Deftiny , eve 
then, when ER immured in the ſecure Citadel of Peace, 
and thought their triumphant Lawrels armour of proof cya 
againſt thunder. 


PJIIMOUOPFSSSERTZ- 5H.» 


Occidss, Argive quem non potuere phalenges 
Sternere, nec Priami regnorum everſor Achilles. 
Hic tibi mertss erant mete,&c, Virg, 12, e/Encid, 


Bur, alas ! *tis not the Academy of the Stoicks alone, that & 
fords patr to this Error of Abſolate Fatality ; nor the 
Camp dated cmmmatiths the propagation thereof ; _ 
P 
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politick infticucions of that Secretary of Hell, Mahower, in his * 

tblurd Alcoren (cap. 6.) that only countenance the diffuſion 
thereof in theſe our days : for even the Schools of Chriſtianity, 
in ſome parts, haye adyanced the reputation thereof co ſo un- 

real and dangerous a height, as to make it an Article of 
Faith, if not abſolutely neceſlary, yer at leaſt collaterally con- 
duftive to Salvation ; and this by AuQtority of the Councel of 
Det, which ratified the doQtrine of their Apoſtle, Calvin, con- 
ceming Abſolute Predeſtination, and enjoyned the publick A(- 
ſetion thereof to moſt of their Diyines of the laſt reformation. 


1 Gayd, the Doftrine of Calvin concerning Abſolute Prede- a It, 
Jinatias ; 6 Y» O tacitly s intimanng wy knowledge Vs _ 


ofche no {mall D:Þarity berween the Fare of the Stoicks, and catvinifts Pres 
that propugned by many Chriſtian Divizes, The one bcing, deftinacion, 
1s Clrypppee hath defined it, Sempirerna + indeclinabilis ſeries fully defined, 
wu, O& catens, que ſcipſam velvit, & perpetnd implicat; 
fer aternos conſequentie ordines, ex quibus connexa eft; A lernpi- 
temal and ctr a ma on, Cm or Sai of Caules, whoſe 
ings, convolutons ual implicationsare dependent 
wit it, thoſe eternal orders of conſequence, of which it is. 
made connected : the other, as the beſt of School men 
bak defined it, Pendens 4 Divino Confilio ſeries, ordoque _ 
farms ; 2 leries, or ſucceſiye complexion and order of Caules, 
dependent on the Will of God. From the juſt Collation of which 
wo Defionions, Our firſt Is may. colleR, that the Diffe- 
ow berween the Stoical Theological Fate, ray be thus 


The Former, in fome- things, excludes Divinity from that Article 12, 
round or Circle of Cauſes, ing all' evencs, as well general, A. full and 
particular , tothe meer _— of Naturall ARiyes. ope- _ - 
ming upon capable Paffives, ſubordinarely conneed unto, and Stoical, fr 
bb by tcceſſive influx neceſſarily diſpoling each other. to the che Theologi- 
_—_— of thoſe panicular EffeRs, to the Cauſation whereof cal Fate. 
ic Natural Facukies were at firſt determinately accommoda- 
ad: and, in others, includes Divinity within it, 5, e- confines his 


Power 
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Power and Will to that rigid and infringible Law of Neceſſity 
excogirated by his Wildom from all eternity , arid eſtabliſh 
by his Decree, at the inauguration of Nature to Exiſtence, 
The Larter makes the Will of God to be the firſt link in the 
chain of Caules, and ſo ſuperior to the reſtriftion of nawnl 
neceflicy dependent thereon, The Stoick,, being a declared 
Enemy to the Arbitrary Prerogative of God, adligerh the Ener. 
gie of the Firſt and Infinite Cauſe rothe capacity of Secondary 
and Finite ; and, upon conſequence, doth acknowledge neither 
the Liberty of his Fill, nor the Abſolnteneſs of his Power, or 
Omnipotency. But, on the Contrary, the Chriſtian look's up to 
heaven, as the Councel-houſe, where the Inftruments, opportuni. 
ty, place and ſuccels of every Aftion receive their Specification 
to this or that determinate purpoſe; to the Arbitrary Reſolve 
of God, as the Definite Sentence or ſnjunttion ; and on all S 
cond Cayſes, but as ſubordinate, and ſubalternally inſtrumen- 
tal to the punRual execution and accompliſhment of the ſame: 
and, upon legal conſequence, concludes, that the Divine Wil 
is abſolutely Free, knowing no circumſcription , bur that of the 
Divine Wiſdome ; that the meer Fiat of that Councel, isthe 
Direflor, and Spring in the Engine of the World ; and that 
the Amthor of Natwre hath reſerved to himſelf the Privilege of 
adding unto, detraRing from, intending, - remitting, inyerti 
tranſcending , or adnulling the fundamental Conffiurions 

Nature, and ſo breaking that Concatenation of Cauſaſiries, or 
the Chain of Fate, at pleafure, The Heathey abſurdly dreamt 
that all effe&ts are inevitably produced by the conlpiracy and 
coefficiency of natural Cauſes, reſpectively qualified ; or that 
all Accidents ſpring up from the proper tendency of cheir parti- 
cular Efficients, without the influence, direRion, or moderation 
of any other Virtue, beſides their own native and Congenial Fi 
culcies. The more intelligent Chriſtian proves, that all natw- 
ral Cauſes doe not produce their refpe&ive Effe&ts 7m 
Uuapuiny, ex inevitabili neceſſitate , by the abſolute and neyer- 
failing power of their Eſſential Qualiries,or inherent endowment; 
bur x7! 73 Rn quatenw fieri licxit , or according to the 
poſſibility of their Contingency : and therefore, though he ork 
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ſeth that all Events are forecknown- and preordained in” the 
gttnal Councel of God ; yet he ſtands aſſured, as well upon 
the ground of Reaſon, as Faith, thatthe preciſe and opportune 
catingency of every individual Event proceeds from the influ- 
ace of this Providence, which dif and conjoyneth ſome 
ertain convenient Cauſes to the produQion of this or that 
drerminare EfteRt, in ſome ſort reſpeRting the laſt of Ends; his 
own Glory. To conclude, the Sroick, hath clip't the immenſe 
and towering wings of wans Will, and allows it no wider range, 
then whatthe line of Fate affords : while thc fublimer Chriſti- 
as ſcornes to ſtoop to the Lure of any Neceſrity, beſides the 

ial Decrees of the Divine Councel ; not conceiving his will 
bjed&to the inclination , much leſsthe compulſion, of any force 
below that of him, who conferred that infinite liberty upon it. 
For he, indeed, holds the rains of our Wi&s, and can bend them: 
yet non coattione violenta , ſed leni ſnavique influxn, not by 
yiolent Coatt5on, but gentleand ſweet [nvitation, as the School- 


wen diſtinguiſh, 


Now if we conſider Fate in the notion of the Sreicks.; *cwill 
deno eaſy wonder , if any man, though his reaſon be neyer ſo 
much hoodwinckt with the veile of Prejudice, ſhall nor at firſt 
diſcover it to be an opinion Bla/phemons in reſpett to 
\inſormuch as it firikes at no lefs then the cardinal and 
inſeparable Actribute of his Nature, Owniporence, by coercing 
his infinite and arbitrary ARiviry with the definite laws of (e- 
cond Cauſes, and denying him the prerogative of abſolute ſu- 
ity to his mechanique Vicegerent, or (rather) Inſtrument, 

ature : and," inreſpe of man, intolerably Abſurd ; fince 
itſubyerts the Liberty of all humane a&ions, and leaves nothing 
inthe power of mans Will either toeleR, or avoide. For who- 
ener conced's tharthe mind of man is ſubjeR to the compulſive 
tegiment of Fatal Neceſſity, and fo that all the aQtions of our 
lives are but the accompliſhments of ſo many ineluable, im- 
thoveable, and inevitable Decrees, from the birth of time enrol- 


k in the Ephimerides of Definy; muft alfo concede, upon dear 


\uference , that our Creator endowed us withthe Semi-divine 
Ff Faculcy 


Article 1}. 
A lift of the 
execrable Ab- 
ſurdities lm 
nt on the 
opinion of 4(- 
late Fatality ; 
ſo accepted, as 
the Stockh pro- 


poſerh its 
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Faculty of Rationality, cither tono. purpoſe at all, or at beſt 
rh our betraying our ſelves into the ſnares of ruine agg 
miſery beyond pofſibility of reparation or redemption; Muf 
induce, that the Will being depoſed from her arbicrary throne, 
the judgement ſeate of Reaſon mult fall to the ground ; nor ca 
there be any room left for Conſultation to fit and determine th 
debates of the Soul concerning the good or Evil of her objegg 
fince notwithſtanding all our moſt profound, ſerious,and prudex 
Deliberation , the ſucceſs of our aQions, as well as the ref 
of our councels , would then be no other, but what hath big 
reſolved on and predecreed by Fate ;_ and then, to concrige 
our ſelyes obnoxious to puniſhment, for incurring thoſe fu, 
which are impoſed upon our wills by a neceſſity beyond our cor- 
troll, is an open derogation to the equity and Juſtice of the 
Divine Nature, andto aſcribe our Ev4d to that, which is by 
elſence ſwperlutively Good, T hat Prudence, is miſerable Folh, 
the Audy of #3/dowe , ———— and all our anciex 
Lawmakers, either ridiculous Foels,or deteſtable T rents : fine 
they preſcribe and enjoyne thoſe things, which either we mu 
have done,had nor'they injoyned them, or are Teſtrained fromdo. 
ing, in ſpice of our own confotmable inclinations, __ contraty 
impulkon or ſeduRtion of Deſtiny. And, finally, that all Divine 
and Human Exhortation to nd Dehorration from eyj),ur 
unneceſſary and ſuperflaous. Thus fhall Yirtze and Vice w 
niſh into mter and empty notions; and Religion become, what 
Libertines would haveic, a myſterious and well contrived ir- 
vention to ſu temporall Greacneſs, and fright vulgar mind 
into-a tame ſubmiſſion to the arbicrary diftares of their imperiow 
Lords: : nor ſhall there be a Heever 30 compenſate -ſuffeing 
Piety, or a Hell for the punizion: of Villeiny ; becauſe as the 
Good man could not but live honeſtly and religioufly, whethe 
he would or no ; fo muſt it.not be in the power of the Wicks! 
man,to abſtain from doino Evil. Thus fhal Love and 

the two moſt uſefull AﬀeRions of our be robbed 
their proper ObjeRs ,, Amiable and Deteftable : nor ſha 
Juſtice find convenient ſubjeRs, whereon to'place Landarion and. 
Viemperatien ; face Praiſe only belongs tothole, who have 
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ſeatodo Good, when *rwas in their power to have done Evil and 
Dipraiſe is the due guerdon of thole, who chooſe to do Evil, 
when twas in their power to have done Good. And thus ſhall 
all our Prayers be fruitlels , our vewes hopeleſs, our Sacrifices 
table, and all other as of Deverion deſperate Vanity. 
The leaſt of which and of a myriade of other equiyaleat Ab- 
furdities, Incongruiries, and oblique , or appendent and infer- 
nble Blaſphemies, ſhooting up from this one poyſonous. root 
of Abſolute Fatality; is more then enough inconbifteac go the 
fundamentals both of Reaſon and Religion, to deterr even 
Heathens from approaching, much more embracing and defen- 


it, 

=_— for T beological Fate, or Predeſtination , if 
in che legitimate ſenle ofthe Primurive Church, and notin that 
and inflexible notion of the German Calvins# : I con- 
eve it fully concordang not only to many Texts of Sacred writ, 
but even conciliable to mans Free will, notwithſtanding the ap- 

repugnancy betwixt them ; as Iſhall endeyour to prove 
Baarly in an enſuing chapter, 


Szcr. III. 


"A $ for the Second Opinion, viz. that the Term of mans Life Aide 7 
Ati beyond lity of either Anticipation , or —_— 
Pftpofition ; this, I pr judgement inclines me to prefer, Second ; 
#that which ſeem's to be drawn in the direteft line from the feſtbegby ewes 
point of Truth ; and that for two mighty Reaſons. Iwporrane rea- 
Firſt , becauſe there are yery few places, or teſtimonies of 9% 
ipture, which may be thought to advantage the doQtrine : 

olete Fatality ; but, on the contrary ; . very many alle- 

in ce cfthis. - 
| Secondly , becauſe thoſe Texts, which make for this, have = 
their importance fo perpendicular , that nothing but a violent 

Ff2 perverſion 
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on can wreſt , ſo icuous, that nothing bur obſcure 
81 ewe tener O-o rr and eaſy, ha paid bu: 
over nice and unnatural Exceptions can harden ir. And Juftice 
will frown on that ſtupid partiality, that ſhall prefer paucityts 
mulcitude, obſcurity to clarity, and difficult to genuine and 
familiar ſolutions 


Article 2, To-explain and juſtify this by Inſtance; the Hercwles , of 
_ on Mw. vo Tex uſually brought into the ficld ro affert the 
A Aidiryof _ opinion of Abſolute Fatality , in the precile manner and rime 
Texts of holy of every mans Diſſol»tion into his ficſt matter, is that of Jo, 
writ, alleged Definiti ſunt dies ejus, & numer menſinm cjus recum oft ; 
” the —_ ftatuts ejus feeiſts, &r non preteribit: His days are determined, 
R_ a— « the number ofhis moneths are with thee; thou haſt appoin- 
their opinion, «# ted his bounds, that he cannot paſs. (chap. 14. ver/. 5.) 
creed, Now this place hath much of ebſcarity, and little of 

for the ſupportation of their opinion, more then ours. (1) Much 
of obſcurity ; fce, thoughracked to the higheſt extenſion 4 
its importance, no Logique can extort any other Concluſionfr 
it, but this , that the Term of mans Life is fixt by God, 6 
that impoſſidle it is for man to remoye it forwards to a 
longitude ; the conceſſion whereof no. way infringeth- our afler- 
tion. For hence it follows not, that tis impoſſible for man, by 
intemperance, by the temerarious obtruſion of himſelf upon the 
jaws of danger, or other means whatever, to Anticipete that 
Term, or remove it backwards to a greater Brevity. Again, | 
have yet met with no ſubſtantial reaſon, that may countermand 
our conſtruction of theſe words, y-Taa7+r,or in the Jatituds of 
Generality ; and therefore may ſafely underftand'them, as an 
-eapreſion of the brevity of mans life, i» ſpecie, not in individ; 
their whole Maſs weighing no morethen this: that the life of 
man, a within a certain Circle , or round of days 
and moneths,and ciroumſcribed by a ſhort ſucceſſion of minutes 
flowinginto a Rtream of Time, cannot poſſibly be extended to 2 
longer duration then what our Creator hath prefixt raall mat» 
kind : 5.,e. then that moment towhich he hath determined and 
adapted. the durabilicy of: mans ſpecifical Temperament, 
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Priaciples of Vitality. And thus interpreted, this place runs pa- 
rallel tothat of Miſes (Pſalm. 90. __ 10.) Dies noſtre _ 
ſqtnagints anni, & ſi in fortudinibu ſit, oftoginta anni, & 

irndo. eorwm moleſtia ac labor, quoniam recedit cito & 4avo- 
lawn :. 28 alſo that of David. ( Pſalm, 39. verſe 5.) Ecce, nt 
yalmos poſniſts dies meos , & evum meuns tanquam nihil corans 
te; profeto univerſe Vanitas eft omnis homo ſtans ; Behold, 
thou haſt made my days as a hands breadth , and mine age 
nothing. before thee : every, man,.yerily, at his. beſt ſtate is 
alogether Vaaity- 


True it is (nor have I heard many. , befides Helmont, and a 
Fanarique Brother or two of the myRical Order of the Roſy 
Croſs , y © e it) that the Life of Man doth conſiſt in a 
Peaceful i/eord maintained berween the 4 Firft LZnalities 
(Tunderſtand. them, according to the Phyſiology of Epicnrws, 
and Carteſcus as certain. Modifications of Aatter,or Ynantity 
pins from the commixture of. them in a proportionate: Doſe, 

commenſurate ſymmerry, reſpeRive:to the Aﬀivity of ſome 
ad Patability of others ;, and proximly, in a requiſite barmo- 
fy, of the Primigenions Heat. and Radical Moyſtare :. which 
harmony being more ot leſs durable according to the more or 
leſs exquiſite temperament of bod app to each fngle per= 
on, by the free diſpenſation of the wine Will ; it. follows, 
Jr yoane} Tc ara ; Froviy, of cv _ v4 

naturally upon t 10n, or.amperfetizon Ot his 
Ldioſyncraſy, or i ividual Conſtitution. yer 
or doth it carry leſs ſemblance of truth, that by the decrees- 
efthat Councel, which is all #3/dowe. , 2nd: can therefore will 
nothing but what is ſupertatively Good, it was enaQted, that the 
ordinary Duration of this Humane Temperament ſhould be cir-. 
cumſcribed-and limited. to ſome certain general, though nor pre- 
dfely adftri , term or ſpace of years, conceive of 70. 80. 90. 
& 106. over or under : and that our «ngenerated Protogenitors, 
wen befgre the depravation of their Vital Principles by their 
mpdtrwwe .Or precipitous Fall, held their lives by the ſame 


wmmen leaſe ; for manifeſt it is, that the:Tree of Life was: 
— Ff; planted: 


Article 3.. 
The Natural 
Cavles (proxi- 
me of the Lon- 
gitude and Ba- 
vity of mans 
life: and the 
Autbors pri- 
vate cone ure 
of the cauſe of 

evityin the 
I _—_ the 
world. 
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planted in Paradiſe to this putpoſe, that the fruir thereof. being 
f:equently eaten might' inſkavrate the vital Balſam of man ag 
falt as it ſuffered exhaxſtion from the d _ operation 
of his /mplantate Spirit, and by a continual refocillation of im. 
paired nature keep her up freſh and vigorous to longevity. 
To which I ask leave, with due ſubmiſſion to the correction of 
maturer judgements, to tender my private conception ; that the 
like extraordinary means of making the fands of life run flowly 
and long in the glaſs of Time, was by the ſpecial indulgence 
of the great Preſerver of men, permitted to Merhuſalem and 
other waxpiArer of the worlds youth ; whoſe regiſters amounted 
to more Centwries of years,then ours ufurally Yo Decads,and who 
outlived all the ticles of Conſangninity. 


(2) Lintle of ftrength for the ſu tion of their opinion, 
more then of _ for though we ſhould concede, what chel 6a- 
ger Patrons of Farality —_— infiſt upon, viz. that the ſenſe 
of theſe words of Fob 1s reftrained only to that preciſe Term, « 
preſtiture Nate appointed by God to the life of eyery individe- 
al man : yernotwithftanding can they not from this concefſion 
extort more advantage to their plea, then what doth na 
reſult” from thence towards the juſtification of ours. For 
doth not ſo much as tacitly infinuare , by what kind of Decree, 
manner of inſticurion, or computation that Definition or Cir» 
cumſcription of daies and moneths was made by God : nor is 
there ought to hinder us from affirming, that the tenor of his 
words remains fincere atid inviolate, when we underſtand -that 
kind of ftatute , eoncerning the circumſcription of mans life 
to belong to thar Claſſis of Decrees, which God, either upon 
his oven infallible Previdence of the furure demeanour of every 
man, or upon the Hypotheſis of mans good or evil uſe of the I 
berty of his will, Yah made, or may occafionally make, 
Befides all this our equitable conference of many other Text: 
of Scripture, which we ſhall have occaſion , in wr 


ditucidation of this Theorem, to alleadge, with this of vb ; will 
nas Ops almoſt unavoydably aſcerrain us, that his words 
areto 


intetpreted in our ſenſe, de ſpecie, and —_— 
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But, in the preſent, ic is ſufficient for us to have declared , that 


from that lam of ſuch reputed yalidiry amongſt the Defendants 
of Deſtiny, no firme Argument can be extrafted to prore&t them, 


or, impugne us. 


And therefore I find my ſelf at liberty to diſcharge my proper 
duty, viz. the Confefſion of thoſe Reaſons , which charmed m 
tro an adherence to their perſwafion, who contend for 
| the Mobility of the Term of mans Life. 
| The, Firf# of thoſe is deſumed from the Teſtimonies of the 
| Oradeof Truth, rhe Book, of God ; and in our lift of thoſe 
| Teſtimonies, thoſe deſerve to ſtand inthe front,” which in” am- 
ple, elegant, and expreſs terqas warrant” our Aſſertion, that the 
ſift of man hath bin, and may be, both Abbreviated and Pro- 


hiuged. 
he Coryphzus, or leading Text is that of the Wiſe King 


wyerb.10. verſe 27.) Timer Domini apponit ( ant protengat 
hats 'vero L Kb abbreviant ur Ui oke Fearof the Lord 
wgrth daies ; bur the years of the wicked ful be Mortned. 
which nothing can be more expreſs, perſpicuous, and po- 

Five ; and ſo nothinglefs ſubje&to derorfion or altercation. 
TheLievtenant,or ſecond rothat,is.the gracious encouragement: 
wHlial reverence and obedience Nickel th the 5d... Precepy' in 
tie Dec atoy ue; Hongra Patrem twnm, & matrenetham, ut pri 
huge my dies thi ſuper terram quam Jehovuh Dewi tw darribi: 
which che le of the Gentiles (5 Epiſt-ad Epheſ. 6. ver.z.) 
all the (underſtand ic of the ſecond: table). Commande- 
ment wirh'promiſe, viz. of a fmgular reward , ot rhe firſt with: 
{peculiar promiſe, and forth as hath ever'bin held diffin&' from 
W@ prom made inthe ſecond Precept '6f the Deealogie; in. 
fmuch as that is comtnon and ativerfal, comp all 
Kinds of Bleffings, bur this only peculiar and derermined to that 
efdiurumous ſubfiſtence,. or Longevity, In Exhod.24..ver.25;. 
and many other places, the Prn-man of God earnefily inculcares 
"ka of the Fear of Gdd, bythis forcible impblfive ;-thar 
tewoulT crown them with tength, heakh, andferediry of days, 
Who ſhould revere his- moſt ſacred name (and conferemtiouflly 


obſerve: 
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Article 5, 
Seven teſtima- 
nies, out of ho- 
ly writ, ſuppor- 
nng the mobi- 
lity of the 
Term of mans. 
life, in indivi- 
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-more particularly in Desterox. 4. ver. 40. «nd chap.30.verſ.20. 


oblerye his laws, Ss colaris. Dem veſtr um , benedicet pani ys 
fro, & aquis veſtris, auferetque infirmitarem t medio veſtry, 
wor Crit abortiens ant ſfterils in terra veſtra : numerum dierun 
interra veſtra complebo. Which imporruae incicemenc to pie- 
ty , thoſe Commentators have no way enlarged, who have ex. 
tended it to-this juſt height of intention z that ro:thoſe 
Sonnes of Iſrael, who wb; their Wills ro the written 
of God, and cheriſhed no defires ſo much, as thoſe of cordial 
obedience totherules of his Law, demeaning themlelves reye. 
xently cowards their Maker, and righteouſly toward their 
Neighbour ; to.theſe God would vouchſafe, not only that they 
ſhould accompliſh chat leaſe of life, which they held by the 
font of Nature, -or the. condition of each mans /djoſjnora(y.; 
eyen that their Temperament ſhould be meliorated, nde 
more ſymmetrical, compa, tenacious and conſequently more 
durable, as well by the foveraign, balſamical and reſtorative 
Faculyics of cheir Aliment, . impregnated or.inriched þy the tis 
Rure of his continual Benediion,, as by the benigne and 
tiferous diſpoſition of. the Aer, and propitious influences of 
Hoſt of Heaven, which otherwiſe are wont to induce ſenſible 
Exortbitances and Anomalics upon the blood, ſpirits, and ſolid 
parts of mans body, and from thoſe ſeeds of ies produce 
vaxious both Acute 686 GRrogue Diſeaſes, which a 1294 4 
ſame,or-comupt. che Vital Nectar , and accelerate the ar- 
ny that ry Fang &, & Pulvi er, So that ' 
INfIrMe, 12 an INArious perſons, ſhould 
f. acklecical, and ous ; no leſs cony 8 Boro 
_ be ms : he by; = Connery, the other 
| To. wigtue of Gods ſpecial Grace. - ame 
miſe —_ uengly repent by God in moſt of his 
baſſes deliyered by bis Secretary, Moſes, to his People ; and 


And as he ſeth length of day: for the defiderable rewe! 
of helen: &, '00 the LEED he makes /mmatwricy of 
Death, the affrighting penalty of Diſphedicnce. For (Dencers- 
30, verſ. 19.494 28. verſe 20.) contain a large ( ue 
imficmities,diſcaſes,and corporal calamities feirecly comminated 
to 
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ththe immorigerous and diſobedient : and 5 verſ, 62. tis em-. 
ghatically fayd of Tran/greſſors, bo ſhall be left few in number, 
whereas you were as the ſtarrs of heaven for multtude ; becawſe 
thow wouldft not obey the voyce of the Lord, thy God. 
A Third: egregious text, is that where God, gratefully reſen- 
ing'Sa/omons Election of Wildome before all other Accom- 
ments temporal ſer before him, ſupererogares to his vote, 
the additional concefſion of long life (2 Kings 3. 14.) And 
if thos wilt - walk, in my wayes, to keep my Statutes and com- 
I as thy Father David did ; then will 1 lengthen 
aJs. 
9 fourth, is that definitive ſentence of David (P/alm. 55. 
ortf« mit.) Bloody and deceitfull men ſhall not live ont half their 


f, 

P Fifth, that of the ſame Azthor (P/alm. 102. verſ. 25.) 
0 my God take me not away in the midſt of my days: and in 
like manoer, 77 rer-nn.grng = and 111.) he _ fer- 
rent importunity ! ſupplicates, that God would be pleaſed not 
&9- cut off the cheead of his life, while he was then Ly the ſpring 
gene of his age, but reſtore him from that languor and 
marcid Conſumption, introduced by his grievous diſeaſe, to his 
priſtine ſanity, that he might thereby be enabled co chant his 
praiſes in the Sanctuary, and do good to the children of Sion. 

A Sixth,-that remarkable Precedent of the prolongation of 
life beyond the term prefixt, King Ezechias (E/a5.38.verſ, 10.) 
whobcing infeſted with the moſt mortiferous of diſeaſes , the 
Plague, and conyulſt with the horror of death, denounced by 
the thundering Prophet; in the intervalls betwixt the ſhowers 
heavy tears, he Gghes out this lamentation : 5» the carti 
off rs I fhall gotothe gates of death; 1 am deprived of t 
YA of my years. Mine age ts departed, and is removed from 
me as a ſpephards tent: I have cnt off like a weaver my life 

vitaw mean veluts textorys telam precidi, as ſome readit ) | 

will cut me off Lad mots chneſs. Which ſignifies as muc 

Ira co he was ad) to dye before his time. Bur this 
night of ſorrow was diff by a comfortable morn, cauſed 
dy rhe light of chat-Sun, which riſeth - 4 healing in his wings 
4 g or 
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for innmediately after, his contrition, fincere refipiſcence, and 
earneſt fupplications obtaining a repreive from the mercifull 
hands of him, who defireth nor the death of a finner, the exp» 
cution of that fatal ſentence was ſulpended , and a paroll leaſe 
of 15. years ſupertumerary annexed to that old one 'of his hle, 
fully, ro ſome few anxious minutes, expired. And canany Pre. 
judice be ſo inflexible, as not to Roop to the converſion of this 
pregnant Example, which on one fide, teſtifies the poſhbiliry of 
the Decartation of che Term of mans Life , by any mortal dif. 
eaſe ; and, on the other, manifeſterh the poſhbiliry of the 
Prolongation of the ſame, by the ſeaſonable and right uſe ofthe 
means conduRtive thereumo, viz. remorſe of Conſcience, repen- 
rance , pore tion, #nd medical remedies. For, preſcribedir 
was by 1/aiah, thus : Let them take 4 Bunch o Piggr, and lay 
it for a plaiſter upon the boyle ( or Carbundle.) avvit he ſhall 7e- 
cover, ] 

And, to bring up the'tare of theſe Sacred: Arguments, ai 
hrant on our fide, let us inftanctinche ſemblably percinent: or 
of the Ninivirts ; who, by the counter-violence of thoſe'holy 
ipelts, Penirence, ſeverc Hum;larion as well of the ourward, # 
of the inward man, and Prayer diftrated with n bur 
rears and groans, feem to haye abrogated the Decree 
For the Bowels of Divamity yearning with paternal 
towards ſo populous a City , "Y 1 all wete , 
yet many millions muſt have bin blended in che chaos of com» 
mon ruine , who were yet too to ſhare in the aid 
Depravities ; ſmoothed the brow of his Faſtice, and preyaild 
with him to incerpret their univerſal morrificarion of 1ypley; 
As an ical accompletion of his refobye concerning the 
neral devaſtation and mortality denounced againſt tet” Projic 
amd Habitations ; to accept the flames of - their thick ſacrif» 
ces as Expiatory and preventive to the impendent Combuſtion 
of their City ; and heighten the wholſome virtue of their Ab 

ffinence , obſerved in the ftrit Faſt, ro a generous Prophyie 
tique or Preſerymive againſt the Peftiihwce ' noiy ready to be 

Nor are we deftitute of Jnftances , in boly — 
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xeftiſy.che Reverſe part of our aſſertion, viz. That the Term of 
mans jet batb bit Abbreviated, For who can read che Rory of 
the General Deluge, and not oblerye, that the-whole Rock of 
hhimanity (except 8. beleivers, who committed themlelyes pri- 
{-ners tothe Ark of Preſervation) was immaturely extipguiſhed, 
and by the moſt proper and expedite way of corruption, reſol- 
#ed into its Hye, or Watery Principle? Who can rehearle 
Moſes his relation of thoſe many thouſands of increduloys and 
mucwuriog //raelites, buried in the wilderneſs, to whom God 
had promiled, nay {worn to give them poſſeſſion of the land of 
£anaan ; and not be fatisfied , that their Rebellion and Infi- 
dlity anticipated their funerals ? and who examine the fate of 
chaſe Comgrds, who being ſent to explore the fertility of che pro- 
aid Land , and the forces of the Awalckires, rewroed a diſ- 
wuraging anſwer £0 their brethren, and were therefore cut down 
—_ xeveoging {word of the Lord of Hoſts, inthe noon of 
x lives; and not be convicted, that the Wages of Sin 4s 
Death, and:may be paied as yuftly , though not jo naturally, 
inthe moro, or. avon, a evening of dike ? | 
Now ©. fiduciaty 2x6 :thele Teſtamonics, that whoever ſhall 
pally compure their JNamwher , perpend their Gravity , and 
dearly diſcero their Porfaiguity 5 muſtconfe(s it no leſs then 
| | IBT > va wes - of —_— - ul echem 
RS 40 nNpetat the priocity of perſwaſion, with 
tale Few, Light; and Gbfenre 100s , Ss Whole Cre- 
&t1he Factots.of Inomoyeable Defting have adventured to take 
their opinion; Ilowerer, that we may add a brighter po- 
to:this-our- Gold, by ſcouring off the ruſt of all Exceptions 
made; againk ir > it deſerves our:time, and ſweat to diſpoſſeſs our Article 6. 
eerſariesof all their pretended intereſt in the importance of omg py" 
Tre, the chicteſt of our Fefbimonies. | F cartbTeflins- 
CATS” | from the {c« 
-Brft they attempt toinfirme our ticle to that definitive and vena Exceptions 
tiapharical fergence of the P/almiſt, The bloody and deceitfull made agaiolt 
anneal rat iwe our half their days; and this uaderthe: pre- the 7pproprit- 
ieat:of ſeveral -parverſe {errerpretations : as (a):by unidertinn- dun. by 
gre: (lace [chu ; Japis. or ſangninarii nov dimidiabunt the patrons of 
w0q Go 2 negoria Faality, 
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wegotia ſua, they ſhall not accompliſh half their Deſignes;' or, 
contrary to their expeRation they ſhall fall before have 
brought the ir evil Purpoſes to pals. | 
To this unlawfull ConftruQion we reply, that this ſubrerfuge 

was contrived by that profeſt Libertine of Chriſtianity, Luther, 
to the end he might ſupport his do&rine of Abſolute Fare, which 
with ſo much Ardor and Pertinacy he had once maintained + 
oainſt that ornament not only of Germany, but of Exrope allo, 
Eraſmus, But the Connexion of thele with the former words, 
manifeſtly prohibite any ſuch Comment. Thow, O God (fayth 
David) ſealt bring them down into the pit of deſtrufion, i, e, 
thou ſhalc ircetiate or inſnare them, and ſuddainly. preci- 
pirate them into the ſame pit, which they have digged for me, 
thy ſeryant 3' or thou ſhalt, according to the 'concernment of 
the Hebrew phraſe , deſtroy them ſubita prematura morte,: 

a ſuddain premature death ; that from the experi 

unexpeRed ruine , the world may learn thy juſtice ; and beſt 
tisfied of thy fayour and indulgence to the pious, and thy. ha 
rred and indignation to the impious. / For if we accommodate 
chis text y to the Natural expiration. of the term-of Ale, 
which is appointed as well to the Righteous as tothe Reprobate, 
and generally to all men : pray, what Energy or Emphaſiren 
remain to-that ſaying of David, T's facies eos deſcendere in pw 
tewm fovee ; for then we ſhall reduce all the meaning only to 
this, 5/1; morientur ſtatuto [uo tempore ,, ſicut mortales alis.ow 
xts; they ſhall dye intheir appointed time, as all 6ther monal 
men 2 and if ſo, who might not have juſtly made this retort up 
on David ; & te etiam two tempore , five cum finus vite tus 
preſtiturns aderit, Dews facier deſcendere in putenm faves, 
and thee alſo, when th _— time ſhall come, 'oc whe 
the temperamental leaſe of thy life ſhall be worn-our, {tal 
God bring inro the pit ofdeſtrudtion. 

Again, if we exchange Negotia for Dies , then muſt we're 
nounce the appropriation. of the ſenſe to the Wicked,and make 
it common alloro the Godly. For, who ever livedto accom- 
pliſh- all bis parpoſes ? But the expreſſion ſufficiently illuftraces 
the intention ; for it exaRly reſponds to many other _—_ 
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7theHoly Spirit to the ſame ſcope, as, They ball: wot fulfill 
y of their days, their days ſhall be abbreviated-&e. | 
(2) By Tranſlating the Text thus ; Non dimidiabunt diet 
ſm, (i. £.) peribunt —_— ſperent : = ſhall periſh-in 
the immaruriry of their Hopes, not of their Lives. For the 
fenſuall Aﬀettions of their earthly minds having determined 
their judgements only to the Baricn of enjoying bleſſings 
nfervient ro the ſatisfaCtion of their dominceriog Cococpiein; 
mike them promiſe to themiſelves long ſubſiſtence in this their 
cadiſe ; nay extend their vain projects asfar as the impoſſi- 
te riod of Erernity : ſo though they ſurvive even life it ſelf, 
by windling out their bedrid days, till the mara/wme of ex- 
team old age hath'erhbalmed them- before-hand ,. pined-them 
mio perfet Skeletons , and fo. defrauded their h Credi- 
tbrs, the Wortnes ; yet fince they drop aWay full of youthfull 
ud green hopes, their departure is-premature and inopine ; and 
fothey may be ſayd, notto dimidiate their days, 
"We retiirn that rm, apy es oughtto' be rejet- 
dhr'4 confiderible-Can/es, - (1) Becauſeir cannot be: jultly 
wg upo6ri the words; 10 not a the Prentymotre Con- 
uſtion. - For tis not there-ſayd,. the-Witked ſhall dye ſooner 
then they expect ; bur poſitively: and expreſly, they ſhall nor 
dibidiate their days : now every Ideot: can tell, that ir is one 
ting, notes live out half their days; and anocher, not to beleive 
they ſhall live out half theit"days-' ' (2) [becauſe itargues the 
hiered P/almiſt of « manifeſt Palfry.;/For' when the ungodly 
txpire, they do tior only Dimidiare their days, but Accompliſh 
them, Death being at any time the-December'of life. (3) Be+ 
uſe it imports/a double repugnancy to Truth, - For firſt, now 
thirgare;artd in/all ages, ſince the firſt experiment of death, have 
bit millions of Yic5oms teh, who even inthe - wildeſt: paroxyſme 
eftheir Vanity 4: aid'Highelt orgaſme of their Pride-and Am+ 
dition , haveRtill cooled thetnſelyes with Ef; wipors v7; Nayales 
Tom em xd uerecyand felt a dejefting horrorfrom within, at the 
refembrance of that: Motto, Statutum eft omnibus ſemel mori ; 
faris out Nature from entertaining-any hopes of Rnmenaling, 
Ywugh/bur'in a dreame, or mela - deprayation of Phanly. 
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And;again, as Chranicle is baron ke. the Baries of ro 
Libertines z- who haye waged nothing but. ſoa Crefs cg, i 
deare the Pdlicicy of their lives, baye waravelied their vical web 
in the higheſt blandiſh ments of Seale., attained to miraculay 
Longevity, - and being: Tated with the profule- treatments of 
Forrune,; have outlived cheir-own large Rock of Hopes ; wy 
a-Por 'mightcake the [Libetty co ſy of chem, dyed fo 
oricf-; chat 1tity bad aching left ro wiſh for, which they had 
not already ſurkexted vntthe Etuvition of. | (4) Becaule che adayb, 
fion thereof loleth' the Swgmlarity-or Derermingation of David 
ſpeech to Sangninery and NefariousPerſons.For,it to Dimidiay 
their days,imapers no mote then.to dye;hy the; ſame common, kind 
of Deathziand 4:tht-farnecpccied of their Fergperamencal Ly 
when, by cheatchatable laws of Definy, jt is Ienafted that gl 
metifhall revetcto —_ —_— ee cre mmeriyagy | 
why: Impious men, fo dying, ſhould Set tore uahapyy, 
TD were Cruent and Unjuſd,-then ojhers. To aan 
clude; of allthoſe juit Perſons mentiontilLin the old Telaman, 
who were twanſlated from this: Yale of raans-40 the Celeſti 


Celeſtial Wh 
of permanens delight: )DY £ar and premiazaure-deaths | amongſt 
whom the fe ey ear wer. 38.) — fone 


ſoexcellent «bove the common rece.af humanity, that aber. worll 
ws ot worthy of thers):of :fuch, 1 Jay, *rwas cue, mo 
this extronoons, &&; that|they'-tdid nor Dinwidiace 3 
———— ye ſoonerxheh they -expatted.' [For why 
did not only;hapt, buclupen he \faiphfull promiſe af God ous 
_ ow rr bt ro-do-;him 
tther ſervice; - to;expect, nay by a livel 
roanticipate the. fruition of —_— bl - ways + 
peculiar oaly co:thoſe;2o whom ;the;promiſe 'doth: properly aa 
ſolely belong :: ibut »rbe; bleffing of Joagevity was only thes 
profnifedtothE pious obleayers of the Divine laws ; as is mb» 
nifeſt from the or ary were cited. h -id 
(3) Byifixing the ſcopt-of the Text only upon that warn 
Term of life, \towhich many ordinarily attain, via, 1060. F$ 
Bo. go. years, moxeor/ tels according to the-reſpeſtive: Dura 
onvf 'everyriodivi uti 5 6Glegoncluding che veol 
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ef Davids ſpeech int this veſj For (ia ) the An-. 
aales of "+a bor f ſeldome _=_— lo Tagen roar, ; be- 
aſe either the (word of war, or juſtice, or ſome Accident oc- 
aloded by their Vitlanies takes rhem off, befare the, completion 
"Batrhi fiie Deere of che Tecrooght ako 
Be r Detor Text ovght alfo-10 be regu- 
dated for ewo Reaſons. = cop? oaſu 
(1) In regard tis manif, bererods, ind diſſimilar 29 the 
myreſs ſenſe of rhe words; fince they fay not, Wicked men 
ſhall not live out half the y An of _ bur their ovs, Now 
thed#ys of their lives amount not ro ſo many year 2s are trqui- 
gſtothe-commenſuration of 'the 'nataral tpace> berinixt the 
Arkbation and Diſanirration of -che'p _ {dam, pre- 
he decree 'of him, whois the Sek our mftrilt : and 
» When: they fully and wholly accompliſh that.common 
with ers Hur Acne mon Apogee they be fayd to Di. 


ee 8 anguinar y | 
' denotiberh xhis- jud 
raya 1 Phu margin 7s; only 


as that Hy dome arrive at that prove& and 
whetein the Taporof life, nyt vp ordinary 


Wfhirx of Nas ms for want 
#'6yle;" winks our ito fret g F wn 7 
tidy it be affirmed alſo of -riany Holy aud: Faſt pe 
they'do not diridiate theirs ; w< Wren" not © 
twerd, whether the famemay not be aſſerred'of rheſe, Wi 
tote juſtice then of rhoſe. For, how rarely doe we-ob(erve che 
Miſe of P;ow mento beate, till rheir Arteries: grow-hard from: 
the HeRick di of bld age ? How fnall a manual would 
fie Legends of all thoſe Saints, whoſenames and ſtories: yer ſure 
We,make,who have lived tal the'Nhriond tree hath budded and 
hodnad how vaſt a yolume would theirs make, who have 
mr of God, and never lived to 
teyohmion of Saturn about the ſblaxy' Orbe ? and how 
y haye we 6ccafion to contfort bur ſelves , after the 
tion of Junior Virtwe, with thatadage, '3 goa? beds 
Foe rele > Northath Pitts always proved a Coat of maile 
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avainft the danger if 1Halicey or the Paneplie of: 4 Chillin 
defence Soxinſt the tword'of war ; or perfect Cha 
dote to"Poyſon ; or Temperance, an Alcxipharmacon againſtqhe 
Peſtilexce;,>or religious Abſtinence, a Prelervative againſt Fe 
mine; or Innocence awarded the ſtroke of, the ' Execution 
in:{ort; astorhe tume-of Death, in this concernemenc,' chert « 
one event to the Righteous,and to the Wicked, to the clean, anda 
the unclean,ro bim that ſacrificeth, and to him that ſacrificni 
wot +" as dies the Good, ſo dies' the Sinner, and he that ſwearny, 
as beihat feareth.anoath. ., + _- bs 
-! (a)Ioreſpedt indi/armes the; T ext of 4{l its Force and P urgeſe 
For to:-whart endcould David fay;-they ſhould not ,dimidigte 
thei days,lif thereby he ingended no- more then this, thayghe 
ſhould not run over half cheir ſtage of life, or ſubfiſt untill 
haires; unleſs[rhe- grownd or reaſon thereof. be alfo ſubjoyn 
viz. becauſe of/ theis inpious and bloody  Inclinations and, Þrs 
Ziſes > arid ſo: conſequently out; preſent opiniog, be; admittd} 
For if heibeleiyed:/x conſtigured, by! the imymurable Jaw oi fige, 
that ſuch- ſhould then, and at no other time betaken off ; widh 
out any relation at all -to-the contraRingand anticipating meti 
of their /mpiety': what-makes it co the prinTipal ſcope, thathe 
ſays, they ſhall not dimidiate_-their days ? ſince; according 
to this inconvenient: interpretation, they do not oply not Din 
diate theirdays, but fully; Accompliſh then, as any. the mol 
morrified and conſcientieus obſeryers of Gods ſacred laws: and 
ſo neither Piety ſhall retain its artribuce of 'having the 'powert 
prolong, nor its Contrary longer weaxe the juſt imputacion d 
having the -to abbreviate the Term of Life. To whid 
we may add, that David;qould-not, withour, fecial Revelatin 
from: that omniſcient Light, that penetrates the darknels.0 
Faurxrity., deliver this certain Prognoſtick, concerning the gar 
dimidiation of their days. For ſince he could not but haye ob 
{erved that many.the moſt . accurſed Vaſlals of Satan, (rhe Iv 
vidence of God ſo permictiog, for conkderations privy onely t 
his Wiſdome) attained to extreme old age :, whence could be 
acquire that propherique- knowledge, that thoſe particular Vi 
laines, whom he levelled at, houldt be taken intheir ona 
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"d periſh immaturely in the nonage of their lives > ' Undoub 
wily, he could defume that vredichon from no oracle leſs pre- 
fear , then that Spirir, whoſe Efſence is Truth, and to whoſe 
@gnition all things are aCtuallypreſenc : but who can, though 
but with a fpecious or verifimilous argument, prove that David 
received any ſuch ſpecial Revelation > Wherefore Reaſon ad- 
niſeth that we acquieſce;in the judgement of moſt of the Fa- 
thers,who unanimouſly reſolye,that David reflected his thoughts 
on that poſitive ſentence in the Levitical Law, which (#5 
SF adenter) for the major part, comminates a ſhort and calam'. 
tous life, and a repentine and miſerable death to the Ungodly ; 
but, on the contrary, promiſeth longeyous and ble days, 
whole, who ſhould revere the ſacred Majeſty, and obſerve 
the wholſome ordinances of Febovab : and upon the general 
whllibility of that Sentence, ereRed his particular predi&ion; 
that thoſe Sangninary traytors who had «with ſo much deteſta- 
ble policy prepared ftratagems to enſnare his feet walking in che 
of innocence and charity, ſhould be entangled in their own 
ieyous wiles, and ftumble into their graves in the midle of 
their race. To which we may accommodate that of Fuvena/; 


Ad Generum Cerers, fint cede ac ſanguine pancs 
Deſcendunt Reges, & ficea morte T yranni, 


Few T yrants goe Jate to thy infernal flood . 
But fink berimes in CataraRts of blood. 


The ſecond place they endeayour to betray out of our poſſeſſion, 
#that promiſſion of Loygevity, whereby the Father of all things 
mspleaſed to invite Children to a due Veneration of their Pa- 
wut? : which they corrupt with this dangerous glols. This 
ay they) was froken Anthropopathically,or ad captum homing, 
oly Spiris, who ——_Y hath deſcended to diſcourſe 

inthe ſtammering and imperfe& diale& of mortality ; ſo that 
the days of obſequious children are faid ro be prolonged, then 
when they are blefſed with diuturnity, tranquillity and ſanity of 
life, which as it immediatcly depends y the immutable decree 

H 


of 
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of God,ſo.caguct one moment be ſuperadded thereunto beyond 
tbe —_—_— unleſs we infer a manifeſt Inconſtancy upon tha 
i e Eſſence , mip q wn is mpaneyh, 1 Trmms dwoxiaous, 
with. whons.14 no: variableneſs nor ſhadow of turning. But that 
the Anciant:of days had determined, that luch ſhould live to 
weas the. honourable badge of Antiquity , who ſhould con- 
ancly bearea venerable regard toward thoſe, from whom, ua 
der God , panes derived their being: yet ſo, thac if any 
obedieat Child ſhould chance- to be ſnatched away. by the tab 
loans, of thae ſexcophagers Vuleur, Deach, before time had r6 
due his, haires:to the:ſame: colour with his skull ; which is 
nacagitys: yer nokwihRanding. doth. God in ne reſpett dofled 


decerwination , bur perſevere in the 
accomplifement.of 


8-promiſe.,. no! leſs- then a- Prince , whs 
beftowsamillion of; eowngupen thaeſforvant, . to whom he had 
promiſed only: » handred. Hor this-life is no. Manſon, bus 
nazrow and incommadiouws {wae ſanding; in t to 2 better, 
whoſe TermirErrny : 20d therfore; rr feliw. idle, 05 ante 
Iofſundinonprrabbvncft iter, theiet:happy, he; who arrives n 
his journies end,. beforohe is weary of trapell. And' our Graad 
fathers tell us, that old Age is but the magazine of ſorrows, the 
ſowre of-life, the Portal to the Noſocomie or Hoſpital of 
Diſeaſes, andindreeta kindob living Death, wherein men only 
Breath and Doate ; which though all men wiſh for, yet n 
man delights inrvhon ie comes: aptinne owns expritarar, cun 
advenit, oneroſa fibi, aliss moleſtas,_ | em when expected, 
evil when enjoyed, becauſe burdenſome to it ſelf, and trouble 
ſometa others. So. that thoſe Saturnine minds, which wee 
moſt ambitious to: wear the-filyer Crown 'of- old! Age; when 
they had obtained it, found.it to gall their feeble cremples, -and 
_ eneryateall theirlimbs: nor did they appear other chen - wear 
therbeaten and mouldring Ratues of their former ſelves, Humans 
Graſhoppers, or Ghoſts walking in Skeletons. In fine, that the 
whole-concernment of this encouragement to: Filial Duty, doth 
conhſt only in this; that Y5wacity'in this tranfirory: World: is 


promiſed unto-mori Children;, only in this: capacity ,, that 
12a Benediftiow of God : and a Bevediiien for array this on 
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ſoit, thatit is a Document of Divine Grace , or an Evideaxc 
of Gods fingular love coward them ; which be doth infinicely 
mare $eſtify unto ther by 2 timous and carly delivery of them 
form this calamitous prifon of Mortality into the glorious Li- 
bercy of the Sonnes of God. ; | 

We reply,that this plea of Exception againſt our lawfult right 
tothe place, is not only frivolous and dilute ; but even derogatory 
as well to the Sanction, as Excellence of the Promy/e. For, to 
rranſmute the ſerions and fairkfull promiſe of him, whoſe words 
angus and amen, intoan Anthropopathical Sophiſme , or affc- 
volous 


expreſhon in the flammnering Diale& of Humani : is fri- 
, and ao only to , bur ſubvert the Fidedh there- 
of, and fo demaliſh che able of Filgal Piety, nay, 
ce daper of Blaſpbemy , to i te Trachir (elf of we- 
N , to'promiſe Longevity to morigerous Children, 
formerly and without any reſpect ro their previſed obe- 
dience , God hath prefixt unto them an I»tranfble Term of 
ke; what els can. it be, but to make him promiſe that, which 
cannot be promiſed Hyperbeticatly, ot upon condition ; unlels 
that which was Adſolately decreed long before the promiſe was 
made, be violently cancelled and altered. And'ſo much the more 
molecable —_— the facred majeſty of God, doth this 
ablurd ion infer ; by how much the more both of 7nv- 
e and /nconſtancy it muſt import, to play the uncircum- 
No Sophiſier wick thoſe, who (as our Adyertaries themſelves 
affirme) ſtood ed with a full perfwafion, that the Term 
of every mans life was abſolutely, and without any reſpe& to his 
imure piety, or Impiety, predetermined, 1 $ fincerely, I 
amyetto be perſwaded , that any Credulity can be fo pedan- 
___ ſlaviſh, asto entertain & beleif; that even Afar (I 
forbear to ſay, God) can thus openly and deteRibly diffimulate 
with any the moſt ſtupid and indiſcreet perſon alive ; unleſs 
he be firſt relolved roexpoſe himſelf to the juſt ſcorn and derifion 
ofall men, and by this looſe and childiſh jugling forfeir that 
_—__ which he had acquired by his former grave and ora- 
$ treaties, and the juſt performance ofall Articles, to which 
lthad ſubſcribed, -*Tis ove _—— admit, that che Chl 
2 
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Ghoſt doth ſometimes deſcend to diſcourſe in the tammering and 
amphibological Phraſe of man, when he is pleaſed to him: unts 
us thoſe *Ajnme, or ineffable Myſteries, which are too fine tobe 
ſpun into words by the groſs fingers of fleſh, and are notions re. 
{erved toentertain the Soul, when enfranchized from the bonds 
of .Corporeity ; ſuch are thoſe glances, whereby he affords us 
a dark landskip of the New Jerw/alem, and allegorical defcri. 
ption of the joyes and glories of the Erernal Life, an idea ofthe 
majeſty of his incomprehenſible Eſſence , and three diftin& 
Subſftences in one indivifible Exiftence, &c. and a far differen, 
nay contrary, to ſay, that he doth ſpeak Anthropopathicall 
and conform to our unequall capacities,when he promiſeth tho: 
things , which do not only not tranſcend our faculties of c 
henfjon ; but are familiar to our m— ſuch as the nee- 
reſt concernment of our nature requires us fully and perſpicuouſly 
toknow, And ſuch is thequality of thoſe Bleſſings, which the 
Bounty of Providence hath by promiſe aſſured unto the Yir- 
t#0w, in order to the demulfion and dulcification of the 
condition of this life ; and particularly that of Jongevou ſi 
ſtence upon earth. To conclude ; the Spirit or Form of a Pn- 
miſe doth conſiſbin this, that they, to whom the promiſe is made, 
do underſtand the good therein ſpecified, to be really, bona fit, 
in ſpecie, intended to be performed by hina, who made the 
promiſe. Now, if there ariſe any doubt, whether or no that 
promiſe be repugnant to a verity formerly declared ; then doth 
the force and ſan&ion, together with: the Dignity thereof, 
totally yaniſh and become vyoyd. 

Our Adverſaries have rejoyned,that God doth therefore pro 
miſe Longevity to obſequiousChildren, becauſe he hath formerly 
decreed to qualifie their particular Conſtitutions with reſpedire 
Dwrability.* 

Bur, alas ! this ſubterfuge neither diſſolves the Difficulty, nor 

revents theDoubc.For if his Decree,concerning their Longevity, 

Abſolute,devoyd of all Suppoſitionality, and ſuſpended upon 
no reſpe& to his Previfion of their obedience : no reaſon can dif 
coyer what Force or Energy the promiſe can pretend unto from 
the performance of the Candition required. Again, how - 


DPS cs OG” sS nw c wo ow mo cut ot wa... 


REST TT SI THT TRA ES PHT EERYT SS 2} © 


Sd 


REY 


BESS ESR 


"Chap.6. The Mobility of the Term of Mans Life, aſſerted. 


thatPromiſe, by way of 5#vitation or allurement, affe& thoſe, 
whoare already confirmed , -that what the promiſe imports, 
x formerly, by the poſitive and non-conditionate Will of God, 
made inevitable, and hath the Poſſibility of its Fautwrition de- 
termined to preciſe Neceſ5ity ? In fine, the -Poſt «lation of that 
Condition can neither conhſt with the Eternal /dentity of God 
that promiſes ; nor effeftually move thoſe, ro whom he makes 
the promiſe, to endeayour the Conſequution of that ample re- 
ward of filial obedience : for his Decree , concerning the Term 
of their life, doth and ſhall forever ſtand firm and immote, whe- 
ther the Condition be performed, or not. 


The laſt Teſtimony = have effayed to extort from us, is the SR_ 4 


Inſtance of Extkiah ; and this by a Fowrfold Cavillations mony cleared 
(1) By this Excuſe, Singulare aliquod Exemplum non ever- from 4, Excep- 

tere regulams,chat one fingle denormous Example is not ſufficient #1975. 
toevert the general obligation of a law; or one ſwallow makes 
no ſummer. | 
- This Exception, I confeſs, might have had ſome colour , or 
ſlender pretext of Validity ; had not our Opponents themſelyes 
totally excluded it, by aflerting that the immutable law of 
Deftiny was equally extended toall and every individual per- 
fon from Adam down tous: For moſt certain it is, that God 
never limited his free Ommneporence, by any fixt/law, or bound 
uphis own hands with the ſame ſerled Conſtitutions , whereby 
he circumſcribed the definite aRivity and duration of his Crea- 
wres : it being the Prerogative of his Nature, ro kyow no Im- 
poſſibility , bur tobe able to a& either - above, or againſt the 
Ratutes of his Deputy, whenſoever , and upon what ſubjest, 
and to what end ſoever he pleaſes. But I haye no warrant to 
beleive, that among the Propugnators of Fate, any one hath 
@eviated inroſo remote an Alogie, as to opinion, that the Lots 
ofall men are not delivered out of one and the ſame common 
urne ; but that the Decrees concerning the Deftinies of ſome 
particular perſons, are not ſo definitive, preciſe, and immoyeable, 
asthaſe of all others in general, 

H h 3 (2) By 
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(2) Byrhis Reſponſe, chat under the ſcerning Abſalntenel; 


of the Prophets Sentzace, AMoriers, Thou ſhalt dye ; there lay 
concealed a tacixe Hypotheſis, which was this: Nsſi ſerie pe. 
nitudine te ad Deumconvertas,unleſs by ſerious and profound te 
pentance thou ſhalt mortify the old man of f7n, and apply thy 
{elf wholly to the Mercies of God. , 
Againſt this miſtaken plea our defence ſhall be, that it wang 
the principal inducement to beleif,and ſo can afford no fatisfafti. 
on at all. For, (beſides — it quadrates neither to their 
Firſt Exception , nor their Theſis concerning the Tmmebili 
of arm; what Logick can tolerate the induRion of an - 
pothetical upon a Categorical Propoſition ? or, more expreſſly, 
how can any Condition be comprehended under that meſſage, 
which by a definitive and peremptory decree, and ſuch as car 
no reſpe&t to the performance, or non-performance of any cons 
dition whatever, tels the K. in down right terms, that the date 
of his life was now expired, and that the ſevere Publican 
Rood ready at the door of his chamber, within ſome few hours 
ro exa& from him the common tribute of Nature ? Swbordina 
n0n pugnant, is an Axiome I well know, and am ready to receive 
a ch from any fingularity, that dares queſtion the univer- 
ſality of its truth ; but, rhar 4 condiiionel Decree can be [ubir- 
dinate to an Abſolute, 1 am bold to deny, nor need I goe far for 
an Argument to prove the impoſſibility thereof; the very Anti 
theſis of thoſe notions, Abſolute and Conditional ſufficiendy 
declaring as much. To take the juſt dimenſions of this Cloud; 
/ every Condition is moveable _ the hinge of Indefinity or Un» 
certainty , as being ſuſpended upon an uncertain and mutable 
Cauſe, viz. the Ps. Henan EleRion of mans Free will; inſomuch, 
that the Event thereof cannot be known, nay not unto the Om- 
niſcience of God,who is the only Cardiognoſtes, and ſees beyond 
our very Eflences, ſo long agit hangs in lufpence or indeciſion, 
by eaten of the Indifferency,or non-determination of its Cauſe, 


5, e, While it is not determined to either part by the Attual Vo- 
lition ofmans will But as for an Abſolute decvee ; that cannot 
but be Certain and Immarable; 15 —_ without, 
and antecedent to any Previfion of a Couds 


on, that'is to be 
or 
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eharh bia performed, or is not tobe, or hath not bin perfor. 


med. 

(3) By inſmuaring, that God niade uſe of chis ſharp Com- 
#in.#59, in order tothe more Expedite and ctfeQtual redudtion 
ethe K- to Pempence. 

Bur, alas! chis alſo isa broken reed, and he ſhall fall into the 
ditch of Error, who relies thereon- For whocan be perſwaded, 
that this Conmunetion could be /erious and in earneſt, that muſt 
go$-ac che ſame time difſolye the rigour and inmwt ability of 
Gods:decree concerning thefatal Term of the K*. life > or how: 
could it be ſerious, if it werefully confticuted from all Erernity 
tha che K. ſhould not die, till full x5, years after the Sentence? 
This is 4 pure d2g-niawrloy, and ſomething that no'man cancom- 
prehend. For, to comminate ſuddain death to him, whom our 
Adverſaries acknowledge reſerved: by the law of Deſtiny till 
the'complete expiration of his- prefixy Term of life: is not to 
comminate in ear7/f, but in jeſf, ad! arguethe God of Truth, 
of Diſſimulation, Again, what Efficacy or inforcing Virtue 
culd that Commination have over the Afﬀetions of Ezekiah, 
if he firmly beleived, that he ſhould not, could not dye before 
the preciſe term of his life conſtitured and made intranſfible from 
Etemity ? Afſuredly, if fo ;_ he had no juſt cauſe either to com- 
Main of, or fear the abſcifſidn'of+ his days. 

(4) By recurring to this their laſt refuge, Dewm hac ratione 
pulaw facere volnifſe, quam Rogt ab trerne de fotrnares waxpe 015m 
*, that God: was pleaſed to take rhis courſe tor the promuk 
ion ofthar Lowgevisy; which he had-from: ctetnicy Ligned 


This is more impertinent;. and'(lels farisfaRory then anyob 
the precedete Exceptions. For exttemely ridiculous it is; to 
—_—_ God would by a Commination ſuſpended on 2 con» 

, or by a hyperherical decree, make char known, which: 
long before he had, by an Abſolure Decree, - without any con- 
dition , or previfion of atty condition , conftirured firme and 
tmnoveable. Unworthy and difparaging-thoughns both of the 
Wiſdome and Faſtice of the Supreme Being doth that unhappy 
ma entertain ; who aſcribes umo- it the making of Fork - 
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Article 1, 
The neceſlity 
of our enquiry 
into the myſte- 
ry of Predeſti- 
nation, in or- 
der to the ſolu- 
tion of che pre- 
ſent difficulty z 
and the Fatilts 


grand Argu- 
ment, 


—_— 


[whordinate , diſparate , and irreconcileables That Sacred, 
omniſcient , omnipotent Agent , as himſelf makes nothing -in 
vaine; ſo would he have us make him our Exemplar, and doe 
no aRion, bug what points at ſome certain end, and conduces 
both to our benefit, and the laſt of ends, his Glory, Bit 
in vain had he promiled, in vain threatned, had he either 


promiſed or threatned thuſe things, which his owa irrevocable 


Decree had formerly made immutable, which muſt of neceſſity, 


had they never bin promiſed or threatned, have come to paſs in 
their predetermined opportunity : or ſuch, to whoſe Exiſtence 
it was wholly and abſolutely neceſſary, that that very thing, 
under which the promiſe or commination was made, ſhould be 
effected by ſuch a power , to which no other powercan refit. 
And this (we hope at leaſt) is ſufficient to the ample juſtifi- 
cation of our opinions right to thoſe Three appropriate and Com 
vincing T eftimonies , of the Mobility of the Term of mans like, 


deſumed from holy Writ, ©. ins 


Sncr, IV. 


T remains only that we etxdeayour to wind our reaſon our of 

that profound abyſs of Predeſtination (of which the Apoſtle, 
though he had the adyantage of all other mea inthis ; thathe 
had the eye of his Soul illuminated by beams deradiated imme- 
diately from the Soul of Light : did yet excuſe himſelf for his 
non-comprehenfion, with *Q fGabos Aire x; ovglas x} roms bi, 
as arttixviae 4: 50 dure.) into which the ſolution of this 
grand difficulty hath unayoidably precipitated it : for the ftron- 
pt hold , which the Defendants of Abſolute Fatality have 

fr them to retreat unto, is ereted upon this Foundation. 

It makes no raateriall difference (fy they) whether the Pre- 
ſcience of God be conceived precedent to his Preordination of any 
future Event, and ſo Predeſtination be founded upon Previfen;ar, 

on 
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enthe contrary, this Preordination precedent to his Preſtience, 
|| - ard ſo Predeſtination be the baſis of Previſion : for, from the 
| conceſſion of either, it follows of abſolute neceſrity that the Term 
; of mans life (in individno) muſt be fixt and intranſible, 


We anſwer, Article 2. 


. That the Conſequence, indeed,>ought to be admirted as firme The refuration 

and impregnable. For this Preſcience z whether it przced; or thereof, by the 

\ BK | fucced Divine Predeſtination, is and muſt be ever certain, prz- conelliarion of 

. ciſe, nd infallible ; or ſo ſuppoſed to be; at leaſt : and therefore _— 

, | muſt the7; erm of inans life be- confticuted certain, preciſe, an Pong © = 

: mmutable, ex neceſritate fi non conſequentis; alters conſequen= indererminati- 

tig, by neceflity if not of the Con/equent, yer of the conſequence; | 99 of mans free 

ft ifnot from the 'Virews or Efficiency, yet from the Hypotheſis, _ — 

5 oConditionality of that Preſciexce. For no Sceprick can dital- —_ = Evil. 
: | lowof this Conſequence ; if God doth infallibly foreknow, that 
this and no other; ſhall be. the Term of my life : ergo this and 

orher ſhall be che Term of my life. 

' But this'is not the | mag. at which our inquiry is levelled, 
Manifeſt it. is, aſwell from our precedent diſcourſe, as from the 
Condition of the ſubjeR, that theſe two Propofitions are noc 
ant each to other ; viz. The Term of nians life is fixt and 
mwutable in reſpeR to the infallibility of Gods Preſcience: and 
the Term of mans life is moyeable in ceſpeR to our right uſe, or 


o& WW abuſcof the Liberty of our Will. Though, I confeſs , with the 
le t Merſenyus, that the a t diſcord berwixt the infalli- 
he a of Gods | — the indetermination of mans-Free 
x- BE Will co the aQtual ele&ion of good orevil ; hath bin the rock, 
his Wl 9gainſt which many the greateſt wits of all Ages and Religions 
6, | have bin ſhipwrackt, in their perſwaſions of the irreſiſtible en- 
his | forcement of Deſtiny. | 
on- | - Toextricate our judgements our of this maze, let us remember 
ave | andadhzre unto that excellent Axiome of the moſt and moſt 
leamed of the School-men ; Previſionem Des .nihil influere in 
re | mftras aftiones, that the Pravifion'of God hathno influence 
an) | upon the ations of map,” noruportthe operation of the remedies 
;#, | applyed by the Phyfician to the _ diſeaſes ; but a 
wY fy A ; poſet 
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h both the one and the other, For, in truth, God cannoe 

now the future actions of man, or the effets of remedies 
adminiftred, otherwiſe then becauſe of their neceſſary Futurity, 
Since, if we take away the Faturition of eyents , we neceſſari} 
deſtroy the Prenotion of God. 

Which Ab/#r»ſity that we may the better comprehend, let 
us begg the liberty, ro ſuppoſe Tome Moments rations, or ſuc. 
coſrive minutes in Eternity (which, thoogh in reality impoſ. 
fible, Eternity being one permanent m yoy , Or inſtance, 25, un. 
capable of &ivifion, as ceſsation ; may yet lerve, as an ex 
PerſpeRtive, to our weak-fighted reafon in its inſpeRtion-of many 
ſublime Phenomena in Theology, ) nnd humbly conceive ; that 
inthe Firſt Moment of Eternity, God faw, and only faw, with 
out any relativa at all to his e decrees, all things to cone, 
as well 'Eomuere , or fuch whoſe _—_— neceſſary from the 
condition of their Nature, or impuls of their proper Cauſes ; as 

Miaxorle, or Futura _— which hag ſuſpended is 
equilibrio upon the Free of their Efficients, ſo 'that they 
may, or may not ſucceed, whether they be Abſolute, or Condi- 
tionate : in which Firft moment had God' acquieſced, and.-pro« 
ceeded no farther, then m_ foreſee the Neceſſity and Polſi- 
bility of their Futurition ;-then nothing ſhould have bin-to come. 
That in the Second Moment, God faw, andonly ſaw, that this 
or that event was in Poſribslity of Fuurition, in the life of this 
or that particular man, iffuch or ſuch things were done, in this 
; or that time, with this or that Temperament of body, and 
, other relpeRive Circumſtances : but yer did neirher determine 
- any thing to abſolute Neceſ5i2y of Futurition, and therefore no- 
thing could be ſaid to d upon the Praordmation of Gad; 
though all things ſhould come to paſs in the fame manner, as he 
forefaw them, whenſoever the Fiat of his 1H ſhoutd bring 
them into &Fwal exiftexce , or educe them ex1re ſwar car 
fas; nor did he ſee, that they would fo and'no otherwiſe come 
w paſs , from hence that he would they ſhould fo and no orher- 
wite cometo'pals ;- fuice this Frevifiow ameceds all Yolition 
Thax,rhevefore, inthe 7hird Moment of Bremnity,' God decreed, 
that he-would make Future not: ol theſe Poforble Bros, 
W 
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whether Abſolute or Conditionate, but only ſome particulars, as, 
for exawple,that he would make Alexander, or Plato, of this or 
that individual temperament of body, in this or that climate and 
country:of this or that particular cours of life, with all conſpiring 
Cixcumſtances; to whom all things ſhould happen according to 
the poſ5ibility of their Futurition, wherein God beheld them 
before the conception or pronunciation of his Decree; ſo tha by 
this influence of God's definitive 3/111, thoſe Events are no more 
then deduced into aFual exiſtence , which formerly were only 
io Svydues, Ot in the womb of their Caſes, 

Now, upon this Hypotheſis our underſtanding is advanced 
| tothis manifeſt Concluſion, That the Preſcience of God doth 
wething conduce ad rem exiſtentem , nor to the Aftions or Paſ- 

ceof , ſince it-is not, the cauſe of their Inference : nor 

doe his Decrees, that are ſubſequent unto, and in a manner 
ounded-upon his Previfion, work any the leaſt mutation at 
all inthe natures of his Creatures, or by violence peryert their 

Virtues to the produRtion of any EffeRts, to which, by their 
iwitive Conſtitution and individuation, they were not pre- 

dlely adapted and accommodated. Since, in ſo doing, he 

muſt rake away from his Creatures thoſe peculiar Faculties, 
which he at their creation freely conferred upon their feverall 
aatures ; and innovate the fundamental laws of Na » 


Now this dark ſhadow of that darker ry of Predeſtina- ; Article 3. 
tion, how obſcurely ſoeyer preſented, yet ſufficiently com- The diamerral 
monſtraze how vaſt and- diamertral a ds/parity is between that Diſparity be- 
Divine Prenation, which is Antecedent ; and that which is ary Di- 
ſognens to Divine Preerdination.For that Preſciexce,which \vich "ues agg 
bath for irs objeR a thing ti come, without any previous and recedent to Di- 
Do inant Decree; u that particular thingto come, vine Preordina> 
together with the whole /eries or concatenation of its tion; and that 
Canſer, and method or manner of its Fururition : the Rrokes —_— ſubſe 
Fararitionis being, 2s the Schoolemen well define, 1d qued fi- ; ene 4 , 
ram oft, ive quad ad rti, que futwra preſcitar, fararitionem 

liber nods .This that Rabbin 1/ac ber Seſar;quoted 

Meneſſeth Ben Iſracl (de m—_ Vits- PAY. 336,) __ 
, iz we 
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Article 4. 
A ſccond illu- 
{tration of the 
Game diffcrence 
by a pertinent 
Inſtance,or ex- 
emplification, 


deant (loquor enim 


well to have undetſtood, when he ſaid; Der ab eterno diſpoſuit 
rotine mundi_negotia, & divina ſna ſapientia, ac perſpicatia, vi. 
dit omnes effeftua , qui in tempore futuri eſſent :- qui licet peu: 

1 altionibus humants) a libers hominis arbi« 
trio, ut fiant aut non flant; nihilominus tamen Dems certo & in- 
fallibiliter eos previdit,ac preſcivit. Neque tamen ideoquicquam 
in tempore facit homo, quia Deus ea fatturum preſcivit : ſed 4 
contra, quia homo in tempore hoc vel illud facit, ant operarar, 
ideo Deus ab eterno illud ſcivit. 

But on the Contrary, that Preſcience, which follows upon 
the Pradetermination of the Divine Will, hath, indeed, for its 
obje&t a thing to come, and alſo preſuppoſeth it as fully as-the 
former ; but fo that it comprehends the order and manner of 
irs futurition as fixt and immwrable,- being {o conſtituted by yir- 
tue of the antecedent Predeſtination. 

For the further inculcation of this Diſtinttion, let us make 
uſe of an Example moſt familiar, and pertinent to the difficulty 
in hand. | 

That Divine Preſcience, which hathno dependence vn a pra 
determinant decree, let us ſuppoſe it to be a Preſcience of the 
life and death, of the health and ſickneſs, of the or evil uſe 
of the Free will, of Peter, John, and every individual manin 
the world : and is twofold. . a 

Firſt Conditionate ; if Peter, or John, being bort of a ſound 
and durable confticution; ſhall chooſe ſuch a courſe of life , us 
that he ſhall obſerve the wholſome Aphoriſmes of Temperance 
in his uſe of che Six nonnaturals, ſhall opportunely; in all di- 
ſtewpers introduced by the inclemency of the aer, the malignant 
imprefſions of the Stars, epidemick' contagions,” or other unde- 
clinable Accidents, recur to the uſe of ſuch? convenient remedies, 
as both reaſon and: experience preſcribe for the /preſeryation'or 


" reftauration of health ;.then I foreknow that he ſhall live 


healthy and long : burif, on the contrary; then I foreknow, that 

be ſhall be infeſted wich frequent diſeaſes,and die immaturely. 
; Second Ab/olwte ; I foxeknow that Peter or Foby ſhall chooſt 
3 prudent courfe of life , convenient both to his' Genius, and 
| tempera- 
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renperament 3 ſhall ſeduJouſly endevour'the preſervation of his 
health,'by moderation in diet-and orher noonaturals, and the re- 
fauration of the ſame,” when impaired by any diflemper., by 
national and approved medicaments ; and ſhall therefore enjoy 
healch, and attain to longevity. {On the Contrary; I foreknow, 
that he ſhall lead a diſorderly and hnxwurious courſe of life, ac- 
&lerate the diſſohnion of his remperament; by the immoderate, 
atute,or unſealonable uſe of Wine, W vernen, Paſſions &c. 
and when afſaulted by any diſeaſe, chronique or acute, ſhall ei- 
ther omit to conſult learned, judicious and experienced Phyfitians, 
6r 18, Sa pharmaceutical or erm rt drinke 
wine in a Feyer,cold water in a Critical feat, (ale;ſharp, acid or 
corroding liquors in a Dyſentery, eate Aftringents in' obſtru- 
gions, frigid, crude and dyſpeprical fruirs in an imbecillity of 
the ſtomach, &c. and ſhall therefore ruine his health and drop 
into the grave before hee's ripe. pili 
, Now take which Preſcience you pleaſe, and either hath for 
ts objeR,' the preciſe Term of Perer or Fohns life, as a thingto 
come ; and fully and punQually preſuppoſeth the ſame : but 
+, that together with that fixt Term it comprehends' alſo all 
the order and manner of its Fatwrition, or all the antecedent 
and conſpiring cauſes ; amongſt which the principal and moſt 
eneroetical is the right »ſe or' abwſe ' of his own Free will, in 
whole power it was to move that Terri cithet forwards or back- 
wards, (5...) either to addxce, vor 'prodact its. + 
* $6far, therefore, is this 'Prev3ſiow of God from excluding 
the neceflity of Medical Remedies, as the Defendants of Fate 
would impoſe, according to that of Solon-in Stobewe- 
a. Fate qnacungque mant? for: ; | 
Non haxc avertet vittima, ſed vec aver, 
| Nec qui Peonids 7gris mrtabbiul berbas 
Sepe erraturam ferre'laborat opem. 


That it totally. includes, nay me Lene: it ſo neceffarily, that 
ifwetake away. from man-the Liberty of his Will, and the op- 


porrunity of uling cither "7 Tf ge therapeutical means 
w.order to;the- prolongation of his life.; we muſt allo ſubwore 
$1799, Tiz 
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the Certainty of Gods Preſciexce : (ace that determineth. go.. 
thing, but only pr#ſuppoleth. all .chings ; nor doth God, by g 
decree ſubſequent, to that Prelcience , preordain that this of 
that individual man. ſhall recover of ſuch or ſuch a diſeaſe, unle( 
by virtue of ſuch, or ſuch appropriate remedies, which che Phy. 
ficien ſhall.in the opportunity prelcrive, 4 
Nax, is;it, a more juſtifiable plea at the bar of reaſon, toargue 
thus z if che/Term, of goans life be certainly and. preciſely fore. 
known to God, thea muſt it, together with the order and man» 
ner of its Faturicion, be fixt and immutable : then to argue thus; 
if God hath a certain and precie cognition of an thing already 
paſt , as of the Creation of the world ; therefore could that 
thing haye come to paſs no otherwiſe, nor at any other time, 
then ic did 3 therefore-was the world created by God, ner /ibr- 
re ſed'neceſſario , not by an Arbitrary, but Wongny and 
reſtrained aRivity. For, as Science, having for its opje& a 
thingPreterite,doth infer no neceſſity upon that thing pretetite, 
that it ſhould have bin ſo and no otherwiſe effefted : ſo doth 
. Preſcience, p_ 
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MetivenRion , or impreſſion apon the will of man, enforcing 
it tothe eleCtion of ſuch a courſe of life, as may conduce to his 
val peryention to that preſtituce Term ; or per modum 
Canſe Deficients by nonconcurrent , bur only perms/z5ve 
influence (by ſome called Perm/7io implex, Simple Permiſſion: 
others, Permiſsio efficax, efficacious permiſſion,) fine that 
amorigſt Philoſophers Canſa Deficient in neceſſariis reduci- 
ix ad Efficientem, doth warrant the Tudifferency, For this 
Decretory Preſcience, though it agree with the precedent fim- 
ple Praſcience in this, that it hath for its objeR rew fwurvram, 
_ _ circle the ne order = rdatinerof its Fururi- 
tioti, © uppoſerh the en; and reſpeftive means fu! 
ud abfoluxely ; yet ic Clearly and'/irreconcila bly differs rh 
in this, thar the | t Preſcience pteſuppoſeth the liberty 
ofmans if , and the uſe thereof not only incoaRted , and 
without irrefragable impuls, but abſolutely free and arbitrary : 
but this wholly deftroys the arbirriry monarchy of the Will, 
by importing that the influence of the 'Deeyee nor only melinerth 
and gentle flexureor perfwafion /' but” byan irrefiftible 
nolence forceth it upon the eleQion and gurſuis of thoſe means, 
which in a- direRt and narural line lead to the accompliſhment 
thereof ; and this left the Certirmde or Infallibility of the Di- 
vine Prefcience be infirmed and Raggered,, - 


iTo diſtrumindte this Latey ' from that Former Profeience yet 
morefully : and ſo- infinuate the reſult of the DiſtinRion, by the 
moſt 1 tble and conciſe way of argumentation { ir will be 
nceflatyfor us to conceive the Drerees of God in the fame me- 
thed of ſubordination, wherein: they, who foand the infallibiliry 
his Prexvifion-rpon the neeefſiry of his Predefitination and Pro 
dnermination, baye bin, by the obſcuriry of the Subjef, com- 
mc thoughts, in- the declarement of their opi- 


" The firft Decree of God runs thus; I will, that Peter live 
Wl the expiration of the nattiral or temperamemal leaſe of his 
t&; conceive it to be till his glaſs hath tin 50; 60-70. or 80, 
year : 'bue that Joby wither: her's ripe, 41d fa in'che 


June- 


Article 5.. 
A third illu- 
{tration of the 
ſame Ditfe- 
rence, by con-- 
ceiving the Di=- 
vine Decrees, in 
the ſame ſubo;- 
dimate ſeries, 
which the Fa-- 
tiſts have ima«- 
gined. 
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June of his age ; conceive- it-t6 be.;in the 20. 3e. or.40, year 
trom his birth, | iT $1126 \ <9) 6 

The Second thus ; I will przſerve Peter from this or that 
ſickneſs, defend him from this or that knock of misfortune, cons 
ſerve.him id, or-reſtore him from this or that dangerous diſcale; 
le&: he expire before--the preftiture Term of. his life : bur fog 
John ,- he {ball be-invaded by ſuch. or ſuch;a\morral diſeaſe, 6 
ctive (ugh or ſuch 4 wound / incurable, or periſh -by this or that 
fatal Accident -; ſo that he may verify my prognoſtick in dying 
at the hour  appoinced. | ; ond; | 

The Thirdthus ; leſt. Peger laps ingo-ſuch'or fuch a moral 
diſeaſe, I willrhatthe a gronided.of ad induftious; and pru- 
dens aha pwn ee preſcribe, :ynto him 'rationel, generous,. and 
effecual prophyladtical means ; or, if ſarpriſed therewith, that 
he uſe 'conyenient and viRtorious therapeutical medicaments, in 
order to the expulfionof thefame; - that fo the number of his 
days beinot, ſhortned. : bur, '0n che”, contrary, that - Fobn! ſhall 
fall. ico ſuch or ſuch a.dangerous fickneſs, _ want Phyhaans, 
ragdicaments;, and all gzher Conſervatives: whateyer ;- leſt be 
ſurvive beyond the moment prefixt. - | | 'n 

The Fowrth chus ; that Perer 'may not, by the abuſe of by 
Arbitrary prerogarive, become inſenfible, incurious, or negl- 
oent of the _ ry mags ro mm health, and ny inco the 

rpetration of ſuch fins, as may be injurious to the t 
ave. of 'his body, arwelleeghy proces his mind; I willy 
the powerfull influence of my Special-Grace , o- prepare and 
diſpoſe his Will, chat he ſhall lead a temperate, circumipetand 
virtuous life, and ſo ſubſiſt cill the period of his days prefix, 
On the contrary, that John may not, bythe cight uſe of tha 
EleRtive Liberty conferred upon his Will, and by a defire of 
attaining to loageyity, endevour the conſeryation of his health 
by diztetical or pharmaceutical obſervations ; I will , chat be 
want that ingenuity, that prudence, that advice, and thoſe pre- 
ſcripts, conducible to the prolongation of his life , and finally 
that affiftance of Divine Grace , without which it is not only 
probable, but neceſſary, that he ſhould reſign up the rains of hs 
Will zo Senſuality, and ſo richer by the prodigal effuſion . ” 
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Vical oylein'the imimodeft and deſtruQive rites of Venus, or 

che extinRion of his implantare heat by the frantique factifices 

of Bacchus, or other exorbirances, decurtate the temperamental 

leaſe of his life;and ſo confeſs Corruption in the moment prefixr. 


.'Or, in a higher key of — thus ; Peter, by the 
abuſe of his Will,raſhly expoſe himſelf to the fury of the mot 
dangerous Enemies to life, and by gJuttony, ebriofy, vindiQive 


anger, ſalacity, &c. render himſelf both unfic, and unworth 
longer to inſpire the common aer; I will notwithſtanding a 
this again repaire the breaches of his conſtitution, procedd him 
ot: emer. of danger, and conſerve: him till che moment: 
predeftined, nor ſhall he be raken off by any other means, bur 
what my Will hath prederermined. 3 though Jobn, 
by the right uſe of the liberty of his will, ſhall conſtantly and g 
ſeverely praRile all the hard leflons of Virwe, ſubdue che im- | 
peruous and forcible Temprations of Senſuality, lead a life more 
paſſionate thenthe mott rigid of- the Stoicks ever profeſſed, 
tiore chaft then aged Hermits , mote abftinent chen Leſſor, 
more peaceable then Charity her ſelf, and ſo deſerveto become 
the greateſt Example of Longevity : 1 will notwi 
that the appointed Term of his life remain fixt and in 
that point,which my will hath from all Ecerniry decreed: 
w'be che Ne Virroof hisdubfiftence. 1 - 
» On theſe, or the like Decrees, muſt the. Cerr:rade and infalli- 
bility of the Divine Preſcience beereQed by any ; who ſubor- 
nate Gods Preſcience to his Predeſtinarion ofthe end , and 
| nation of the means. 
:2»Now, to uſe all this ; ſo many, '{o great, and fo intolerable 
wethe Incongruities, and Inconveniences, which neceſſarily de- 
pend on this Decretory Preſciexce ; that we need no other ar- 
t to evince the weakneſs of their judgements, who have , _.; 4, & 
boured in its defence, but only to ſele& and conſider the chiefeft T1, gr 1b 
and moſt obv5oxs of them. ſurdity impen- 
DOE «55.5: gem 
*'-Firſt, this opinion, that, all the aftionr of man, and their p19'0n ora L 
—_— F arally predetermined by the Decretory Preſcience of pony ++ op 
Ged; doth notonly enervate and In deſtroy the fincericy 


tothe ARjons 
OI of man, 


——— — — — i. 
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of thals, many Devine Prgcepss,enjoyringiman to the 
uemoſRt of his knowledg and power,the conſervation of his heakh, 
andthe prolongation ef bis hfc,by temperance and all other law. 
full means; of thoſe many Prom/cs made to encourage him to. a 
fri obſervance, of tholke. many Comminations annexed , to 
dries him from the; negleR of thole Precepes.; but alſo, upa 
ipference , diſſolves. the obligation to all ferions fiudy and 
follicitude to explore, pgs , and ufe all conveniens 
remedies, in order to the expulfon of diſeaſes, and the revoce» 
tion. of health, onthe part of the Sick man ; and 0a the part of 
the Phyician, to be induſtrious, carefyll, vigilant, and conſcien. 
tious, in the-exerciſe of hig Profeſſion- :  b2:ii ok 

That the Patient is heveby diſobliged from the dury of Self. 
conſervation, may be thus manifeſted. - If it be, ex Degreco Diu 
w5no,fixt and immutable,that fuch a man ſhall lead 2 
heakhfall, and blisfull fe, and do all. things that are either 
neceſſary. or condiuſtive 20 the procurementand-continuation of 
that eftate ; ox'onshe- Contrary; / thactuch-a man halt 
Bate the of ſorzow, drink the biteer waters of Affliction, 
and unravell his tedious days in poverty, contention, valetude, 
or crazineſs of body, anziery of mind; &c. and: therefore takd 


No-Caxent all to. do:thoſei ations, wha be neceſfary od 
conductive to the amendment or mers operons 
reaſon he wants the affiftance,counſd; and minuduRtion of Dim 
Grace : then doth iy unavoidably. follow, that the labown ad 
ſollicitnde of the one is ſuperfinors, and of the other aw/acceþ 
fall, nay impoſsible. For whateves' the: one, or the other ſhall 
do, av however hy ul the fucceſs ſhall be no other, tut 
what Godhbach ined, and-though che intention of either 
be levelled at anead quite contrary to whet is deſigned by the 
Volition of the Predeſtinant;yer ſhall the Force of the Decree: i» 
ther pervert, or readex it incifeftual : and if we grant, tha the 
Happy man did take care to conſerve his health and life ; we 
muſt alſo grant, that he could not but take that care; and 
that the 15/erable man did rake noneto preſervecither, becauſe 
* was.not in the power of his #51 to determine en-thar <are-And 
thus, what cither ſhall do, can be neither Care, nor Noghgens 
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Fo payer fo _ bura meer Neveſvity of Caring, 
or nec (Caring, 
20a hee of the Phyſician, the Reaſon isthe ſame ; for, 
F this do&rine of Farzlity be true, well may he be excuſed, nay 
the Drs man, earn up his 'books , forger his 
Aphorilines yer out: his per Sortilepinmn (a courſe, 
ax have bin afcerrained by rhe CR hoo and 
kiclifull obſerver thereof; nor ton p-and torſtancly 
praſtifed bya Devour Impoſtor, whoſe counterfeit 2eal to the 
Cauſe had adyanced himto the truſt of a Phyfician in that 
Avindugathered the firſt flowers 'of irs tricemphant wreach 


Fe and ſupinely give a, OS 
=/ Dyſemery, Anrimony in D iwNi Coogan, 


ma og ery 
eps Dyiancr; Aniony Khiee 10 Art can 
ar Payſon acceferace his re, Whoſe time of mnſicicw 
tothe 1avifible world Deftiny hath hired to 2 mometit., Er 
anw/F are voluar, tons Foun 5 and. Nor can it be rightly 
ath ,, to-be COREEEY lid» 
wioz or a Hoe v/be debauctn, ignorant of the 
ts i inbeondy the ineffible Imp e of Fatt, 
forceth his #at ro the deFtion of either, in order ro the 
of its Decree : or, more plaitily, if 'the 


ofthe n bebiicthee- 7-9. Br Bony 

Yd: Its-ond/ the diffotution of the 

is, wie: Morel oblipation terrains upon the 

at? A none at all. Which 

will Toon detect to import ſo mani- 

eſt, dangerous, md deceſtable 21 1b/ardiry ; that of it ſelf tis 
thl8ace only-ro diſcred on of Fat ity bur alſoto ac- 


aandeavicethe Abereors cheredE of unprdomable Inconll- 
deration, Stupidity, and Irreligion. 


of a D 


Viki: Wikceveethall 
wn etice' as well of the Sick , as the (7 
Phyfician , are f 7 the Decree — 


Fate ; 
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grant, that all the means ot remedies, = —_ 
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Article $. 
Two Swbterſu- 
es of the Fa- 


5iR, precluded. 


Fate; muſt alſo, by the neceſſity of natural conſequence, he 
compelled to grant, that to allow the merit of Praſe'g 
Diſpraiſe, Commendation or Reprebenſion unto either, ' is open 
Injuftice. For by what pretext of Equity can a Sick man 


challenge to bimlſelf the honor of having done a praiſe-w 
ation , in endevouring to pwekerve kleukl f both boy obſervi 
courſe of Diet contrary to his diſcate, and ſeaſonable c 


with and firialy conforming unto the advice of a learned ws. 
judicious Phyfician ; or the Phyfician for the full diſcharged 


his duty in regulating the fick according to the moſt p 
and ſalutiferous maximes of his Art : - if the obedience of.the 
one , and the care of the other be not Arbitrary, but coated 
or necefſitaced by the Force of the complex Decree of Fate,'a: 
inſtrumental ro the ſubſiſtence of the fick man till the predeſtinet 
term of his life ? V6b5 were weceſſitas locum habet, ibs laniden 
exulare neceſſe eſt : where meer Neceſſity is admitted, thene 
ES 
the fick man, for being incurious in- thei diſquifn 
or irregular in, and averle from'the uſe of the means preſcribed 
for his reftauration : if chat his ſupinity, i cityy/and aye 
fion be impoſed upon his, Will by the i of Deftiny, 4d 
prederermined as a neceſſary Medium to accompliſh the D+ 
cree of his immature death ? or the ——— bis 
left, or ignorant and. inarrificial, ion! of his Clictt ; 
twere decreed he ſhould: be ſo, tothe end the dlient might-6- 
pire according to the decree? Perſnaſum eff omnibus ( aid 
Menaſſeh Ben Iſrael, de Terming Vite« pag. 205.) nec ta 
dandum , nec arguendum quemquam , nfi qui libers arhitn 
& conſulto bene agit, ant delinquit ; adeo ut nuilne ſnaj, 
c0nſiliis, redargutioni, premio aut pang {cn fit, fi hamo nou 6 
liber in aftionibns ſuis. | | 


From-this diftreſs our Opponents have promiſed themſelves: 
eaſy evaſion, by replying ; that both Patiens and Phyſici 
are wholly ignorant. of the Decree, the Opticks of Mortali 
ing too weak and-remote to. read the lines in the Book. of F 
without.che. perſpicill of Dowine Revelation. 
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\ Bur this way of S#brerfuge may be blockt up, by rejoyning; 
the Decyee be known to neither, tn. Y fucientty 
manifeſt to both , from the Hypotheſis of this opinion, thatnot 
only their Aftions, bur alſo the Succeſſes thereof are the pre- 
{cripes and -confignations of Fare ; and ſo can be no other then 
whatis included 1n, and neceffitated by the Decree : and con- 
y that there can remainno juſt Caule of reprehen/ion on 


©. | 

Should chey infiſt yer further upon the ſame plea, and urge; 
that tis part of the Decree, that hn the P S or Palos 
o both ſhould be negligent, and ſo become Calpable : we may 
ſoon exped this obſtruftion _ by demanding, what reaſon or 
19uiry can be found to -_"4 uchian accuſation and reſpeRive 
jition, where the Will of the delinquent is controlled, infle- 
, nay impelled upon the commiſſion of a crime, or omiſ- 
fon of a duty, by a power infinitely ſuperior to his reluRtancy ; 
and not only the a6t, 'bur tire, place, inftruments, means, &c. 
ing circumſtances, preciſely preordained by a decree of 
that #/54, which is Omnipotence ? Reprebenfion imports not 
an Af of the ndent, but alſo the- Guilt or Culpe- 
filzy of the 4: otherwiſe it cannot be jaſf., To the 
kgalicy, therefore, of a reprehenfion it is undeniably neceſſary; 
that the or cauſe thereof be a real! and proper Guilt in 
the perſon reprehended, Now Gwile can haye no place, where 
that which is impeached cannot be a Volantary Agent , but a 
HMedixm, or Inſtrument ordained, and aQuated by an irreſiſtible 

Power to the execution of an infallible Decree, 


{The Third and laſt Abſxrdty imports noleſs then the ſub- Article 9; 

verfion of the very fundamental Principle, or bafis of all Moral ; or - _— 

Virtues, ind Chriſtian Graces , by inferring a deniall of J- fondo 

flice in the reward of Good, and puniſhment of Evil, either be- pahelis of a 

""} fore, or after dearth. For, tis the Liberty of the Will only that Decretory Pre- 

op the Equity -of Compenſation : and therefore he, who /cience Drume.. 

th a good aRion, when twas not in the eleRion of his Will 

1 have omitted that good -aCtion, or to haye done it otheryiſe 

, | then he did; hath bura weak claim to a reward;nor hath he, who 


K k 3 commits 
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Article 10, 


" The redugion 


of the whole 
diflertation to 
4 Concluſions, 
genuinely ex- 
tracted from 
the Premiſes. 


mrmits 2 fin, which hot mis to leave uncortmnted, 
cr reaſon to feare n paniflomemt the even hand of Dyoyh 
Fe eatuds, therefore ; ſince thele are che A 
very mans Logick may perceive necellarily and:immodiately og 
Gow! fromthe ae@trine of Decrerory Preſoience , or ſuch as 4 
ſubſequent to Divine Predetermination; 2nd fince the-lame, 
nor any others of equal danger to the Principles of our Know. 
and Articles of np yarn , can ever be dety. 
d fronrthe hypochefis of that Sawple Previfior or nnatin 
Pouſcieace, which we have allowed of as confifteat tothe juſtin 
of God, becauſe confiſtent' to the Arbitrary freedame of man 
will: \tis no hard 'task to. determine, in which opinion our 
judgements may With :more fafety and penmanenc / | 


aquieſce. 


Now, that we mayrtelieve the Memory of :our'patieat Ree 
der, from the 0 of our('not well tobe zyoyded) prece, 
dent prolixity z we conceiye our ſelves in red, 
render him a Recapitullation, or reducement of all this cediow 
diſcourſe , concerning the Mobility of mans term-of life , is 


Fower Concluſions, rracurally refuleing from the Premiſes, 
The Firſt Concluſion. 


That God hath circumſcribed the duration of mans life, with 
a certain Circle or round of time, conceive it to be of yo. 86 
90. or 100..years, more or leſs on ye hath reſerved = him- 
ſelf, as jus ſupreme Alajeſtatic, che prerogative power df exter- 
ding then term of any individual mans kf beyond -thelimits of 
that ſphear, ſo far as it ſhall ſeem conyenieat tothe Wiſdomef 
his Wy. ©. 


The Second Concluſion, 


That God, who loves juſtice more then man, -nbman only 
for Juſtice fake; and hates Injuſtice more then man, and = 
0 
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—_—— fake (for {——_ to the botome, will 
he tound to be nothing bur © njuſtice) is willing, inreſpeR of 
the objeR of his Love, or in confideration of mans juſtice, to 
prolong ; or, on the contrary, in reſpeR of the obje& of his 
Hate, orin confideration of mans Injuſtice, to abbreviate the 
term of mans life, included within that determinate Cirde of 
time: reſerving Rilt ro himſelf an arbitrary power of aRting the 
quite contrary ; vb e,)of abbteviating the life of the juſt, and 
prolonging the life of the unjuſt, upon the perſwaſion of reaſons 
ether manifeſt ro us, or private to himſelf. ©, 


w—_ The Third Concluſion. 
That God, when he - is pleaſed ro: condeſeend to the prolon- 
jon of the ry pry doth procure fame, either 
means conforme to the ordinary and ſetled Confticutions, or 
of Nature ; or by means Supernatural, The Former, 
nheo- bearing a'reſped to the native Durability of his individual 
Temperaqyent , he aſſiſts tothe duration thereof untill! the na- 
anal Pegiod, or laſtmoment of this ſphear of time; wherewith 
thelife of man- (5» ſpocr6). is circumſcribed : and! this either by 
'ouferving-his T "> its decent tenor, and requiſite 
EL I ponnnky the invaſion of thoſe 

' Enemies to- 


, which mght any wey conduce- 
the denormation, nds the prematmre diffolution 
is harmony. The Later, when bearing no-reſpe&-to the 


ive durability of his individual Tem t.he meliorateth, 
mheth, and by the ſecree immiſſion of ſome ſpecial Arhanafe, 
0 Antidote againſt early death, corroborareth theſtme, ſo- that 
tdoth laſt longer, then otherwiſe, pro v5 ſ#a nativa, it could 
Poſſibly have laſted, had it never bin impaired by any diſtemper. 
And this when God doth, then is he properly fayd; to prolong 
the life, or P-vot the number of the years of the Fuſt, Bur the: 
Contrary effe& he procures by contrary Cauſes ; (5. e.) he ab- 
deviates the life of an unjuſt Perſon, either by an immature 
urbation and difſolution of his temperament, by its native diſpo- 
ſrion ſufficiently tenacious and durable to extreme old age : or 
by not prohibiting, (5, e.) permitting and fo procuring the ow 
ent 


1. ———_— 
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leac ur 2 nr diſſolution thereof by the deſtructive-ſyr- 
rilall 
- Unjuſt ſayd, wor ro Dimidiate their days, ©. 


The Fourth Concluſion. 


T hat 2 juſt Perſon, who, ſo much as in him lies, fixeth all the 
AﬀeRinns of his Soul upon the Fear of God, andthe avoy- 
dance of Evil; ifhe chance, through the frailcy of his narure, or 
the force of temptation, to fall into lome gg Sin, which ac- 
cording to the penalty annexed to its prohibition, deſervesto be 
puniſhed by the Abbreviation of his life : 'may notwithſtan. 
ding ſometimes, his remorſe of Conſcience, profound ſorrow, fer- 
vent prayer, religious faſting. and other duties requiſite to true 
and perfect repentance, ally exciting the Mercies of God, 


obtain from him a full and abſolute remifſ1on not only.of then, 


but alſo of the temporal puniſhment due thereunto ; --and mores 
over a reſtauration of his Temperament coits native vigor, from 
which it was alienated by former infirmities, or corrupted by 
the dyſcratical or diſtempering contagion of fin. And /owerina 


ot; and this chiefly, when it hath ſeemed convenient to-the 


moſt wiſe and juſt God to pronounce the fatal and i 


ſentence of Death upon him : for in ſuch a caſe, I beleive the fn 


commitred, to belong to that black order of Sins wnto Death; 
by contradiſtinion thereof from that Sin, which is »ot unto 
Death, or upon which the irrevocable Sentence of Death is nc: 
- pronounced ; which no man can certainly know without 
pecal revelation, Q. h 


CHAP, 


V 


any Accident whatever. And in this caſe,properly ate. 
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CHAP. VII 


Of the Liberty Eleftive of 
" Mans Will. 


Saxcr, Ll. 


N = nn tion of — — A r, 
which natural uponthart inflexible Rock Parity of 
of Abſalnee Fare, Soculen fly, u moans ree 
that exectable Hyporheſis of the wichs (ar mer ng M 
we may be charitable 1n forgetting there are tagoniſtca 
any Chriſtians ofthat irreligious perſwaſion) apockeles, 

that all the Ations of every individual man ®f Abſolute Fa- 

are predeſtined, and the whole order and \manner of their Fu- 420d meer 
catition preciſely przordained by the invariable decrees of that Cp RY5 3s 

Supreme Power, againſt which the coa8ted and limited Will of mas | 

of man can make no &feAtual reſiſtance ; we well remember, 

we ſpecified the total ſublation of all Yireze and Yice ; the 

cgaten of Juſtice either Divine or Human , inthe com- 

penſation of Piery and ms Oo adnihilation of the uſe 

and efficacy of Lawes to coerce from Evil, of Precepts and Ad- 

bortations to ele and proſecute good ; in a word, the ſubver- 

pf fon of all Religion and Morality, and conſequently the ne- 

 ffary refignation and rendition of the minde of man to receive 

all che defiruQiive Impreſſions of Hell, And no leſs, nor 

fewer Abſardities may the reaſon of eyery man diſcover emer- 
from the Antrithefe or contrary Aﬀertion, that all the 

tons of man, and their _—_ "Lea Succeſles, = 

| nei 
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neither the przdeterminations of Fate, nor the occaſional defy. 
nations of Providence Divine, nor fully the arbitrary eleRions 
of mans will, but the nicer unprxmedirare, and temerarious Hiz, 
of Chance : fince, in pure Juſtice, thoſe aRions onely are Law 
dable, ori Vituperable, which 'are done Deliberato &- liber; 
ratione A wits, upon 2 deliberation of the Inteltit, and an 
arbitrary deCtion of the Fill tubſequent to thay deliberation, 
and not thoſe which are meerly Forrnitons, and reſult from the 
indeliberate or blind ativity of Fortune, 


OEIL—— 


" ities When firſt I taſted the odious bitterneſs of cheſe twa ſtreams, 
Thoſe 2 con. Whereof moſt of the ancient Greeks, many of the nobleſt Rs 
trarie ftreams 94n7, and (I fear at leaſt). not a few of the profeſſors of Chrj- 
found to have ſtianity have drank too liberally, even to the infatuation of their 
bin derived reaſon; muſt confeſs, I conceived them to have bin derived from 
from one ant 1,0 bifferent fountitins, os imereſts as irreconcileable as Light 


Ce peportn- 'to Darkneſs: but when Thad, by the continued travail "os 


%i4. a ſubter> thoughts, traced chem-ypto their original, I found theju- 
fige of _ co -effuſed froth airandade folte ws b Viz. the proj i-A 1 
race Cupa- "man natare depraved, 'toattempt by all means 1magin 

ally, Excnſation or Extenwation of the Gwilt of its UfeRiews from 

ie5:proper objett real good, ty charging it wholly, or in part, W.- 

- vi ſte: external -inflyencerevalent over mans Will. For man, 

_ :hiving fromthe [dyght of -Margre-learned. this.'as an Axiome; 

ihr the Fwſtce of, Reprebenſion and Fuxition.is radically co 

ftent inthe intire Freedowie of --the aDelinquents Will ; or, 

more plainly, inthis, that the-Delinquene choſe to do ill, when 

*rwas abſolutely-in his-powerto have done well,; not in this 

thar either his Will yeas enfoxced-by. a Neceſſiry chat admitsgt 

nor p-firft tb:the Volition,andafcer. rothe adtual pry 

ſerarron'6f that ill; -6r that he was onely-a meer liberal, i 

coritant, & fortnwitons Agent : *twas obvious: for himto cop 

clude, -that-jf he could incriminate' either upon an incluRable 

Neceſſity, or ſimple 'ahtl meer Chance, then he mjglit with 

equal facility, diſcharge himſelf -of-the Capability, or Gwilt 
-indiconſtquently-of rhe puniſoment due thereunto, 
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"of the Liberty Elogtive of Mans Will, 


Now, though our pen hath drop't, on the precedent leaves, 
frequent and curſary Detections of the grols and ruinous Abſur- 
dities of both theſe ſutcerfoges ſo that a rational confideratian 
may» from thoſe tranſient glances or hints, collet Arguments 
more then enough for the toral Demolition of them : yer, fince 
thoſe notions of Fate, Fortwne and Free-will are ſubject to 
if quivecation, ſome men underſtanding them as poſitive Cann 
ſes, others as Modi agendi. Canſarum , certaia manners of 
Cauſes operating, and others as Yana Nomina, meer Terms, 
which in Logical verity reſpond by way of adzquation to no 
ical Eaticies ; and ſince the difficulty of the ſubje& encouraged 
ys to. pramile a full Reconciliation of. all their apparent Antipa- 
thier, or Inconfeſtencies, and alſa a perſet Accommodation of 
them all tothe - Special Providenge of God (the onely cauſe of 
their continuity . and connexion to the preſent clue of our 

pughts) we eſteemed ir not onely a pardanable, but a lau- 
dable defign to attempt by a ſingular diſcourſe the manifeſtation 
oftheir partics/ar Natures, or, more plainly, what we are to 
underſtand by Fate, what by Fprtxne, and what by Free wilt. 
Which that we may atchieve with the more familiarity to com- 
mon Apprehenſion, both merhod and perſpicuity command us ts 
conſider the /aſt in the firſt place, 


By the Liberty or Freedome of mans Will (that we may 
maturely prevent all Logomachy or Sophiſtical contention 
impendent fromthe ambiguous ſenſe of that term) we intend not 
that Freedome, which being called by the Grecian 'Eazumneiz, 
defined by Cicero, Poreſtas vivends ut velit quilibet, and by 
the Civil Law *EZovaia dvrowegxes, the Power of leading the 
life of a Freewas, is the contrary to Servitmde ; . fince that con« 
ernes .onely the Civil or Political tate of Man; bur that 
which by a proper _—_ Grecian defines 3 ig*nxy, or 
nm nuas, the Latines 1d quod in nobu ſex penes nas, noſtrove 
i arbitrio, pateftatique fitumeſt, and the Divines commonly 
name Liberam Arbitriam an Abſolute power of elefing what 
objets we pleaſe Good or Evil, _ tofix our AﬀeQtions ; 


Il 2 fince 


9 


Arricle z, 
The Authorg 
Inccements, 
hereco enquire 

ind 
to the Nafureg 
of Free.will, 
Fortune, and 
I at 


Article 4- 
What is inten 
ded properly 
by the Liberty 
ot mans Will, 


260 of the Liberty Eleftive of Mans Will, Chap.n, 
fince that concernes only the n«twral ſtate of man, and is that 
atone which can juſtify the Equiry of the reward of Piety or 


Virtne, and the puniſhment of Impierty or Vice, by 
or Man. 


Articles, For morethen one reſpe& did the Ancients feleR and fix on 
m——_ thisgword Arbitrium ;, For, whether we would intimate that 
Aions ofcbe Aion of the Rational Faculty, whereby _— judgement 
Mind,exerciſed in any matter that ſeemed dubious ; as we uſe to tay, that for 
about its ob- the Deciſion of any caſe, whoſe obſcure zquity either our own 
jeQs: and the jmprudence, or intereſt makes us unfit to determine, we ought 
—_— to referre our ſelyes to the Arbitration of ſome judicious and im» 
Terms, by Partial perſon, who is thence moſt accommodately called in 
which Philoſo- Arbiter : or the Rational Faculty ic (elf exiſtent within ws, 
phers have ad- from which the ation of Fudication or Arbitration it ſe 
o_—_ x doth proceed, the word fignifying the Aion being transferred 
HED upon the Agent ; we can hardly be furniſhed with a more ad. 
uate and igniftcant Appellation. But, to trace the thoughts 
of the firſt Imponents upto the original, in reſpet the rationd 
faculty, being the ſame with the Afind or IntelltF, is conver- 
fant and exerciſed about not onely things that belong meerly'ro 
ſpeculation, but alſo ſuch as are reducible into Afton or Pri- 
iſe; therefore doth the term Arbitrium ſeem to be appro- 
priated to the Faculty, chiefly in reſpec of things to be doxe, 
tnaſinuch as it is occupied'in the expenſion or dijudication of the 
conſequent good of thoſe aftions, and fits as it werean abſo- 

lute Arbiter to determine, whether they-ſhall be done; orno.. 

And hence is it that when the rational faculty having pe 

ded the convenience and: inconvenience, or good and evi of is 
objeas, and ended its:a& of Deliberation, adhzres unto, & 
fixes upon one as more convenient then the others ; this fecond 
a or Adbefion may be inthe general (53. e. in refpeR of thing 
both ſpeculable - and praRtical!) called Zuyxamdrons, an 
Aſſent or Approbation;; - but in particular (5. e. in reſpe&only 
to thoſe things that fall under ation) mezaipens, an Eleftion of 
Choice: ſince it ſuppoſeth the przlation of that particular thing 
to be pur. in execution, to all others. objeRted, And in this 
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-- Chap.7. Of the Liberty Eleftyve of Mans Will, 
diftinE&trelation was it that Aryfhete (Etbicor.3. cap. 2. in fine) 
ſtyles the object eleRted, 73 acyeigeny, id quod wo. HAD 
& poſtpoſetis, ampleftendum nobus propenimns,or, id quod [ub de- 
AE This the Zatines- moſt frequently render. Conſi- 
lam, a3 in thoſe phraſes, capere confilinm, ſequs rationis conſi- 
on | liam, neſcire quid fit alicujus confiliaw, &c. and Propoſitum, 
thn U 425 in thoſe, rere, flare, manere in propoſite, 4 propoſits revo» 
nent | cure, propoſits eſſe tenacems, & c- and we travſlats into. Reſolute 
for Þ aw,or Determination. 
»w f| » Again, ſo ſoon as the Afind, its at of Conſultation or Delibe- 
ght | ration being finiſhed, hath preferred one thing to all ochers, 
im | igthe preſent , and determined it for the greater good, or more 
[an Y convenient; then immediately ſuperveneth the fanition of rhe 
ws, | Appetite, whereby the mind is carried on towards the Am- 
ſele | pleffence, or fruition of the Good apparent therein : ard this 
red F chird aRion the Greeks call Bianns, the Latines YVolwnt.s and 
ad } Pelitio indifferently, and the Engliſh the 3/1 or A@t of 
hs | Felition. Which weglance at per rranſennam, becaule vulgar- 
nd | ty, by the word-Fol/umtas, men underſtand: rather the Apperire 
ical and proper only to Man) it lelf, then the Faniion or 
"rw | operation thereof :: for which conſideration, we ſhall in all our 
r4- | fubſequent diſcourſe conforme to cuſtome,. in uſing. the terms 
ro- Will and Appetite indi/criminatim , as Synonymas implying - 
nu, | oneand the ſame thing- 
the U + Moreover, in regard, that upon the Appetition of the Will, 
ſo F which is properly the aQtual proſecution of the good apparent 
in the objeR; . there immediately ſucceeds the ation of the 
Motive Faculty, therefore is the ation conſequent to that ap- 
petition juſtly called Yo/nntary, as having bin deliberated and 
undertaken ex confilio , upon conſulkation and eleRion, and 
reſpondentto that which the Grecian calls apats.. For that 
isit, whoſe beginning Ariſtorle hath decreed to be Election, 
in bis Aphoriſme, TpaZ+C- wiv iy apy. aggaiptos , which was 
the ground of Ciceros Paradox, noneſſe aftionem in rebus ina- 
#ims, that there could be no aQtion in Inanimate things, fince 
= aredeyoid ofthe power of Eleion, Aſſent, or Approbation: : 
of Ariftotler alſo,when he —_ '" that this kind of @p2Zs ; 
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or ation, could not rightly, and in diftin@rruth, be arrribure 
to Brare Animals, nay higher yet, not to children, for theftame | , 
reaſon, though hewillingly conceded ro both 77 ixioy, ſports || * 
neons motion, Not but that by 7» ix«o0y, he ſometimes fignifia £ + 
motionem appetites ſpontaneam, the ſpontancous motion of the 
Appetite Rational, or the Will it ſelf, as (in 3+ Ethic. cap. 4.) 
where he conſtitutes this difference betwixt Yoliriow and EleZian, 
that Biayors, or Boluntas, is Chiefly the end, and agvz4/prn; the 
EleCtion of the means conducing. ta that end. as in this inſtance, 
We will health, and then e/e&the means which in probability 
may officiate either to the conſervation or reſtitution thereef 
But. when he draws his thoughts into a ſharper angle, and peak; 
more przciſely, he allowes not every apperition,to be the Wiil;bu 
onlythat which follows a ſerious deliberation, approbation and 
eletion, and is grounded upon reaſon, which therefore he moſt 
judiciouſly defines to be wm ab yu ogstrs dyabs, boni cums ration 
appetitio, an Appetition of Good with Reaſon. 

Nor doth he: always reftrain the word gat; to that 
Aion which proceeds from the #/:4,-or eleQtion of rhe Rationdl 
Appetite : but many times lets it looſe to the expreſſion of thoſe 
inconſiderate aRions, which reſult from the impulſe of the 
Senſual; as in theſe words (1- Rhetor. cap. 10.) Omnia qui 
homines agunt aut per ſe agunt,ant non per ſe: ac per ſe q dm, 
ant conſuetudine, aut appetitione, & ipſa quidem ant s. 
que ſit Voluntas, ant irrationali, que fit Cupiditas .& Ira; wo 
vero per ſe trifariam, quatenus ant natura, aut Vi, aut ot 
neceſſitate agunt. And thus much by way of Introdudtion 
concerning the ſeveral Terms, by which both ancient and mo- 
dern Philoſophers have moſt properly denoted the ſeveral ſuccel- 
five or ſubordinate aCtionsof the Mind exercifed about its ob- 
jets. We now convert our thoughts to explore the 2 uiddiry 
or Eſſence of that we call ZLiberum Arbitrinm , and wherein 

-it doth radically and principally confiſt, 
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Pane it is to the Apprehenſion of every one, that Man 
is affirmed to poſlels a Free-w:l, for this reaſon ; that a- 
mongſt many divers objects occurring to, and falling under the 
deliberation of the Cognoſcent Farulty, or Imtelleft, he is not 

iged to make his cledtion of any one more then the: others, 
hheſoele& any one, 25 that it doth not ftill remain in 


hot 
his power to refuſe that agai 


have founded only in the 5d, 
andothers.in the Rational Facalty ; to whoſe opinion reaſon 
adviſerh us to adhere. , For doubilets the-#54;conidered per ſo 
is a blind and undiſcerning Facu/ty, or Power, which can 
make no progrels, nor find the way towards convenieme objeRs 
without ning ofthe /meleF, which as irwere lights 
thecorch unto, and as a knowing guide conducts the Will : ſo 
thar fince it is the proper office of the Intelle& to informe and 
conduRtithe Will, and the proper office of the Will ro follow 
thedireion and guidance of the Intellect ; it is not only -mani- 
&R, that the Will cannot defle& fromthe right way, towards 


the amplectence and fruition of Good, ankels 'by the miſtaking - 


it be:ſeduced into the devious paths of Evil ; but al- 

Þ, ithat the [Liberty of eleRion is confiftent in the Tntelleft 
primarily ,,and in-the:Wif onely-at (the ſecond hand, orby way 
To ſpeak yert:morecxpreſly;:the nature of this 

Liberty EleQive ſeems radically to conhift in that Indifferency, 
inceſpect whereof the Faculty called free, _ or may -not. be 
carried on towards any particular obje&t, which the School- 
men 'callithe. Liberty of Contradiftion ; or be ſo carried on 
tomards one:objeR, as that it may ar pleaſure renege that Ele- 
Aion, and:make a new one of the.quite contrary, which they 


and ele& the contrary. Thu ! 


Article r, 
The —_— 
mans Libe 
Eleie,conſ 

ent primarily . 
in the Tnd7 4 


xall the Liberty of Contrary. Afluredly, ſince no -man .can 


underſtand : 


264 of the Liberty Eleitive of Mans Will: Chap, 

HAI underſtand how there can bea _ without a Faculty of 
EleRion ; it is evident that the ion can be only there, 
where is the Indifferency : in regard that either where one 
fingle ovjeRt is propoſed, or the faculty reſtrained and determi 
ned to the eleRion and proſecution of any one (ingle obje&; 
there can be no free ele&ion, fince cleAion preſuppoleth a varie. 
ty of objeRs, and is nothing butthe preferring one to all the 
reft, or, if there be but two, the choyce of one and the refuſal 
of the other. 

Article 2, 


Ad egregious Some there have bin, . and thoſe no mean Clerks, who haye 
_ og affirmed the Will co be then moſt free, when it is ſo determined 
the Liberty of £0, and fixt upon one object, grantit ro be the Summenm bones 
the Will doth or chiefeſt Good, that it cannor*be_ defleRed to irs contrary 


conſummate by Evil ; andthe reaſon they give is thi? ; tharfince the DileRion, 


m—_ + At  - 


< proſecution and fruition of-that Good is highly Voluntary, x 
_ ought therefore to be accounted highly free. ; 
al Good 


Articlez, But we have juſt ground to doubt, that the Authors of this 
Their inadver- Paradox did not cither clearly underſtand, or ar leaſt ſufficiently 
_y T1 the confider the real difference betwixt a Spont anroxe and an Arbi 
— -— trary ation ; while they contended that becauſe either may 
5 & | be ſaid to be Voluntary, therfore 'they are one and the ſame 

POManeons, NS - 

Arbitrary aGi- originally. For indeed a Spontaneous aRion, though when men 
on 3 the occali- diſcourſe at randome and in the general, it may ſcem to com- 
on of thit.  prehend an Arbitrary one, yer in priſe andliſtin& reaſoning, 

it ſounds no morethen a cerrain blind impulſe of nature grous- 
ded _—_ greed -—qp—nenga ; When an Arbitrary aRion 
properly 1o c » a przvious ratiocination, Ext 
Sd latent exdehiies | 

Article 4. 

on *c;ome”  Thata Spontaneous aftion is no more then an indiſcreet im- 

SOD. po of nature, deyoid of all deliberation, is manifeſt from 
berate Impulſe Dence ; that not onely Infants and Brutes (to neither of which a 
of Nature, are Philoſopher will allow either uſe of Reaſon,or Liberty of Will) 
— may do many things ſpontaneouſly, bur even Inanimates have 
or Identical. chicir Sponrancous motions, as Fire aſcends ſpontaneouſly, and 

al 


\ - . 6+ 4 ww Aa _ A M6. wcwuw a ==, dg = © ww mm ©, = -aA - = mowuw o: Xv# = A a wo a wt 


wo = 3 - 


BP OTESE TEES 


"Chap 7. of The Liberty Ele@jve of Mans Will. © 


RPE TRL REP YT 


all bodies cndowed with gravity deſcend ſpontancouſly : ſo thar 
neruth, to aQ by the impulle of nature, and to a&t ſpontaneouſly 
rto be one and the'ſame thing diyerfly phraſed. And 

this makes it the leſs wonder, if fince every appetire be ex [4 
gatwra by the tendency of its own nature, carried on towards 
Good, it may be ſaid to be carried on towards Good of its own 
accord or ſpontaneouſly ; and fo indeed that as a ſtone becauſe 
naturall tendency it falls downward, cannot again change 
that rendency and afcend upward, fo likewiſe the Appetice be- 
cauſe it is determined only to Good, wants an Indifferency 
of tending rowards Evil : and as a ſtone by reaſon of its want 
of Indifferency to upward and downward, is ſaid to be moved 
downward Spontaneouſly, but nor Arbitrarily, fo the Appetice 
by reaſon of irs defe&t of Indifferency to Good and Evil may 
be faid to tend towards Good in general Sponraneouſly, bur 
not Arbicrarily- And hence comes it, that if you pleale to ſup- 
poſe the Will to be: derermined to any one particular Good, 
t it to be the Summer Bonwm, fo that it cannot relinquiſh 
ar, and with zqual appetition proſecute any ocher Good, 


real, or only apparent, then indeed you any juſtly enough affirm 


the Will to rend towards that Swmman Bonum ſpontaneouſly, 
fince *tis moſt natural to the Will to proſecute that which is < 
chiefeſt of Goods (for it would not proſecute the ſame aboye all 
hers, if it were dimoved to the proſecution of leſs Good) bur 
not Arbitrarily, fince it wants an Indifferency of tending to 


another Good as well as that, or to ſpeak more plainly, fince it 


is not in its power at pleaſure to defer that chi 
addreſs it felf rothe purſuit of a leſs Good. 


Nor can this truth be Raggered by that objeftion, that this 


Good, and 


Article 5. 


The Divines 


tendency of the Will is Volexr,fince that Volency (1 ask leave to obje&ion, that 
uſe that word untill I can find another more: adzquate to my the Tendency 


notion) imports not a Liberty but a meer Libency, that is a 
Complacency, or Collubeſcence, and fo anexclufion of all co- 
'aQion, violence, renicence, or impoſition : and. from hence 


of che Will is 
WV olent, and 
therefore Free; 
przvencted , by 
thatthe DileRion, Proſecution, and Fruition of ſuch a Good a diftiagion * 


may be properly enough accounted Voluntary ; no man can ®f Libencyand 
y oe pr ough md Volawary iy Like, 


266 of the Liberty Elettive of MansWil..” Chap. 7 : 
rightly inferre that tis therefore highly Arbirrery, bur only 
that tis highly Lihent or Complaceat ; for there may be z 
Libency we confeſs; and yer no Liberty, becauſe no /ndiffes 


Again, whereas they have added, that the Perfei»ox of the 

Article 6, Liberty of the Will doth confiſt in this, ſo ro adhere 10 Good as 
Their Super» 7% to be capable of dimorion or diverſion from it; we may not 
ftruQure, that unjuſtly ſuſpeRt._ them «cf inadvertency in that they did nox 
the PerſefFion diſcover this Perfetion which they ſo much magnify to 
>a _ be not of the Liberty ir felfe, batot rhe #illor Appetite, 
conftale az. Which being Imperfe# only in this teſpeR , that ar pleaſure 
kzfion to, 5nd it may deſert and abandon real and true Good", - and 
inſeparabiliry convert to the AﬀeRation and proſecution of ſpecious and coun- 
from rex'Good terfeir ; muſt acquire its perfett5o» from hence, that quitting 


demoliſhed by at native Inditferency or Liberty, it ſo firmely and inſeparabl 
fr) ON adhzre to real and _ Good, that nothi "A divorce it "a 
Perfe&ion chence and alienate it to the proſecution councerfeit. Beſides, 
imagined is we conceive ſuch a perfeftion of the Will to be above the ſober 
—_ —_ - hopes of mortality, as being reſerved to make no ſmall part of 
cir. the Souls Beatitude in her ftate of Glorification, when ſhe ſhall 


Will ir ſelf ; ! 
(z) tht it be- have no other object bur the real Suwmman Bonuw , and no 


longs on'y ro other Appetite buta fixt dileRion thereof. Por, had fleſh and 
ſeparated Souls, h1ood bin capable of ſo grear and divine an Excellency, as the 
6'nifcation. deveſtingthe Will of chat Indifferency ro Good and Evil, and 
| "  theconſtant determination of it only to real Good ; doubile{s 
S Paul, a man of the moſt morrified affetions to the ſpecious 

Goods of this life, and of the moſt feryent defires towards the 

ſubſtantial and eternal of the nexr, had never with ſo many tears 

lamented his bridg ſubje& to that inevicable : and implacable 
P/ychomachy and civil war betwixt his Rational and Senſual 

Appetites, not in the height of deſpaireto conquer thoſe re- 

bellious' inclinations to evil, ctied out, Teaeimp@ in 

Eb pwires , tit ws poorer: is Tx mwuarG T4 Vardrs Tett; 

MHfiſerable man that 1 am who ſpall deliver me ont of thi 


body of death ? 


But 
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+ Bur this miſtake hath proved of no ſmall advantage to the Article 7. 


zation-of the truth, for from this which they concede, viz. 


' tis impoſſible for the Will , why:h is once fixt upon the dileQion 


and fruition of the Chiefeſt Good,really and clearly ounderſtood 
(which is the prerogative only of thoſe Sainted Minds which the 


Whar kind of 
Izdifferency that 
is, wherein the 
Liberty E/e- 
Qive is eliun- 


Kindneſs of Death hath made luperior to the ſeducements of Senſe) ced. 


ever to revolt from it, and defle&t to the queſt of a leis Good : 
we may receiye ſome affiftance to our meditations, and the more 
cafily underſtand what kind of [ndifferency that is, wherein the 
nature of this Liberty Elettive doth confiſt, during our fouls 
obligations to corporeity. In our precedent lines we affirmed, 
that the IntellefF 1s guide, anddoth hold thetorch, or give light 
tothe Will; and manifeſt itis that this Light which the Intelle& 
holds forth tothe Will, is no other but that Judgement, which 
the Intelle&t delivers concerning the Good and evil of objeQs,s. e. 
that this obje& is good, and that evil; or among ſeyeral different 
that this is more,and that kefs good:ſo that when the Will 
s$ faid to be ayerted fromone obje& and converted to another, 
that mutation proceeds from hence, that the Judgement of the 
Intelle& is now for one thing and anon for another, and the in- 
flexion of the Will is de on the inflexion of the Intelle&. 
Since, therefore, the F/ex5/ity of the Will is ſubſequent and 
conform to the Flexility: of the Intelle&t , © which confifts in the 
mutability of hy pon : We are upon that confideration 
toobſerve, that the Intelle&t makes uſe of certain Notions, or as 
common Phyfiology calls them, Simple Apprehenſions of things, 
nordertoits own information , and ſucceeding pronunciation 
of Judgement concerning theirnatures. For neceflary it is, that 
the Mind have a Prexorion what the Sun is and what Light is, 
that ſoit may judge afrerwards that Light is in the Sun, or that 
the Sun is a Lucid Body; as alſo what Hony and what Sweet- 
neſs is, that it may afterwards pronounce Hony to be Sweet. 


But in reſpe& that in obje&ts which fall under Specnlation, the 


Intelle& doth acquieſce in ſucha fimple Judgement, nor can in- 


ferre anything further by neceſſity of conſequence : therefore in 
'objets reducible to ation, it hath a certain compound ' Notion 


M m 2 called 
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called a Propoſition or Enwnciation , which by reaſon of ang. 
ther common Notion congenial and implantate in the mind of 
every Manfrom its firſt exiſtence , is immediately annexed tg 
the tormer ſimple notion, and ſuperadded thereunto as a Cons 
clufioa , which is really that which we call Judicium Prafi. 
cum, Prcatical Judgement. -Foar inſtance, the Incelle& hay 
jueged that the Sun is a Lucid Body, may therein acquieſce and 
proceed to no further inference ; but ſo toon as it judgeth hony 
to be ſweet, becauſe it holds as implantate a ſecond complex no. 
tion , that what is ſweet is to be rafted, therefore it inſtantly 
ronounceth this conclufion, that Hony is to be taſted. And 
ww" praQticable objects are not Yniverſals, but Singular;, 
and for inſtance, the Intelle& doth not give judgement concerning 
Hony in general, but of this obje&ed Hony that it is ſweet; 
therefore to this jud t, this Hony is ſweet, inftantly cohers 
and is nr that ſecond judgement, this Hony is to be 
taſted, Nor that only, but ſuch is + nature of this judgement, 
that withourt any delay, if nothing countermand, ſucceeds the 
Execution thereof, as in this cale the aRtual DNeguſtation 
Hony. And upon the conſideration of the immediate ſuper- 
vention of che Execution upon a practical judgement, was it that 
Ariſtotle (de Animalinm mats cap. 7.) d allow no diſtin- 
Rion between an Aion and a Concluſion, for faith he, 
is Toy So aryrioney T0 Coumicgous woven: wpatis, that Con- 
cluſion which follows upon two propoſitions, is the very attioni 
ſelf : which he moſt conveniently illuſtrateth by ſeveral Ex- 
| amples, the przient omiſſion whereof we hope either the memo- 
Article 8. Ty or lefture of our compftent Reader will ſupply. And this 
Thi to every juſtifies their knowledge, who firſt denominated tuch a concu- 
Judgement of (on which is the Aion it ſelf (or to which atleaſt the Execution 
=_ NG. doth individually cohzre) a Prattical Fudgement. 
and neceſſarily ; 
conjoynedan Weare moreover to obſerve, that fince the ation or Executi- 
Appetitievor onof a Judgement cannot ſucceed, unleſs the fun&ion of the 
Averſation of Appetite or Will intervene berween the Judgement and Exe- 


the will ; re- 


. he cution ; therefore mult every Judgement or Notion of Good have 
- 190 je adjoyned unto it an Appetition of that Good, as eyery Judge- 
| ment. 


aunciated.. 
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ment of Evil hath adjoyned unto it an Averfon from that 
Evil : fo that the Intelle cannot pronounce this judgement, 
that what is ſweet is to be taſted, bur inſtantly riſerh up the 

tire and wills the taſting of the Sweer ; nor (to deſcend 
tofingulars) enunciate this ſweet is to be tafled, but immedi- 
ately the Will is on edge to traſt this Sweet. And hence it 
comes, that no concluſion can be extrated, nor Execution there- 
ef lucceed ; but onely becauſe together with the Judgement the 
fun&ion of the Appetite hath praceded. For the reaſon why 
the Concluſion of a Praftical Syllogilme hath always the 
Execution or ation coherent to it, bur the Concluſion of a Spe- 
teslative hathnot ; is no other then this, that the funRion of 
the Will or Appetite is always aſſociated to the przmiſes or 
judgements of the Intelle& in one, and not in the other. And 
therefore ſo often as the Intelle&t gives Judgement of Good 
which is the proper obje@ of the Will ; as often is the Will 
excited ſo neceſſarily, that its funftion or defire of fruition fol- 
lows upon the heeles of the Judgement. as cloſely as a ſhadow 
attends'a body © in Sunſhine ;' ſo that if che Intelle& judge any 
thing to be good, the Will immediately defires that good; as on 
the contrary, if the Itelle& judge anything to be evit, the Will 
immediately abhors that ey1l, 


This is an excellent Axiome , that one truth can never be 


clearely underftoed, but it leads on to the diſcovery of another ; The 


and here we have experience of it : for from the premiſes it re- 


fulrs a perſpicuous yerity , that becauſe the Intelle& is for the 


moſt part fickle and inconſtant in its judgements ; therefore 
muſt the Will be as _—— and unſtable in its Apperition;:and 
when the Intelle& to day judges any-objedt-ro be g509, bur to 
motrow judges ic to be evil ; then doth this Pzdantique faculty 
the Will affe& that obje& to day, and hate it againto morrow: 
and when the Tntelle& to day declares that ſuch an obje@ is ro 
be affeAcd and proſecuted becauſe *tis good, but to morrow 


'faceth about to a ſecond obje&, and -apprehendiog it to be berter 


then the firſt, judges that to be proſecuted rather of the two;then 
the Will coday carried on to the firſt objet, and to morcow 
M m 3 averted: 


Article 9. 


Inſtability 
of the Will, in 
its Appetitions ; 
necefarily 
cauſed by the 
Inftability of 
the IntelleR, 
in its Zuolge- 
ment 3. 


Auverſion of the Will is dependent on, and conforme to thole 
| Notions and Judgemen:s which the IntelleR delivers concerning 
the more or leſs good , or good and evil of o»jeQs, 


Article 10, | ally 4 
The Dc/uſin of truly good,another only apparent and counterfeit F and Jikewife 


the Incelic&,in among evil objects (for too frequently good is diſguiſed under 
ics /udgemeM's; the uncomely vizard of evil, and evil again guildedover withthe 
on mera oF {pecious and alluring hatchment of Good,and then what is realy 
the Willin irs good ſeems either ro be abſolute evil, or aleſs good compar. 
dependent Ap. tively, and what is really evil ſeems either to be abſolute good, 
petitions. or aleſs evil comparatively) hence comes it we ſay, that as the 
Intelle&t is frequently deluded in its. judgements, as being invited 
by the Apparence of Good, it judgeth a guilded evil to be} 
real good, or offended at the Apparence of evil, judgeth that 
diſguiſed good to be a real evil ; ſo muſt the Will of neceſſity 
be ad:laded- in irs dependehit A petitions, and proſecuting 20 
apparent good, obtain a real evil, and avayding a ſeeming exil, 
be fruſtrated of a real good ;. orcertainly-as che IntelloRt cnun- 
ciates 2 leſs good to be a greater, or a leſs evil to be a greater; 
ſo muſt the Will, proſecuting a greater good, obtain a lels, and 
avoyding a leſs evil, fall upon a greater, Su: | 


Articlet11. On the demonſtration' of this grand-father Truth, viz. that 
That the 1#- the Will is butthe Needle, and the Intelle&t the Magner, by 
dfferency of the hoſe verticity it is impregnated with an affeRation of ly! 
Will, is bur che "acallel to the point of good, real or apparent, (for eyil __ 
thadow, or re» PX " SooCy LA he 
preſentativeof 5+ &+ : preſented" naked and{withour. diſguiſe, is not the prope 
chat -Tndiffe» object of eicber) or, more coakimilar, thatthe Will is the Mar 
rencyin the yer, and the Intelle& the Compaſs by which he icexes ; depends 
pgs * 8nd 1 the diſcovery of another Abſtrulity, viz. that the Indife 
"of this. ne. Fency found inthe Will is but the Comnterfeit or Repreſentative 
ceſſiates the of that Indifferency which is coogenial to the Intelle$t, and cany 
Decermination ſequently, that the determination of that Indifferen in the 
of char. Miſtreſs cauſerh the determinatian of the like Indifferency in 

the- Handmayd, 'to this ot that particular objeft. Now the 
Indifferency 


of the Liberty Eledtive of Mans Wil. Chapn” 


averted from ir to the Second, Ina word, the Proſecution and 


Further,in reſpe& that amonſt good objeRs, one is really and. 
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lodifferency of the Intelle& ſeems eſſentially to confiſt in this, 
that it is not ſo adliged to adherence, to irs own judgement con- 
cerning the good of any thing objected, as that it may nor. alter 
irs judgement, and if the apparence of good ſeems greater in ano- 
ther obje&, apoſtate from the firſt, and as vigorouſly , and con- 
kdently convert ro the ſecond. For the Intellect is not of the 
Number of choſe faculties, which by theſe fundamental conftituti- 
onsof their Efſence are derermined only to oxe certain motion, as 
Gravity in bodies devoid of animation, the Generative virtue 
in Animals, &c. but is by-nature ſo Flexile, that having truth 
or good for its objec)» it may one while judge this and another 
wh.le that, and pethaps the quite contrary of one and the fame, 
and now affeR an obje&t under the notion of true and good, and 
withio an houre, -- « rs in a moment, revoke that judge- 


ment, and apain diſlike it under the notion of falſe or evil, or at 


laſt, of leſs true, orleſs good. 


- This conſtant Inconſtancy of the Intellect, the moſt happy 
Wit of Cicero deſcanting upon, moſt conveniently compares.it 
102 Balance (4 Academic:) for, in troth,no fimile in the world, 
at leaſt, that ever paſſed our obſervation, can be more qua- 
drant, or hold a neerer reſemblance, ia all points : fince, as a 
Balance, if geometrically adjuſted by dimidiation, is of it ſelf 
indifferent to be deprefled art either extreme, and is ſo forced from 
its xquipondium, or depreſſed at that end , on which the greater 
weight is ſuſpended ; as thatthe contrary end may be immedi- 
ate | oro , if a greater weight then the former be ſu(- 
pended thereon: exaRtly fo is the IntelleRt of its ſelf indifferenc,. 
as to inclinations, and is ſo infleted to that objec, whereto- 
the greatet apparence of truth or good (which is the weigh 
that fivays it down to determination from Indifferency) is ad- 
bzrent , that it.can upon the appenſion of a greater apparence- 
of good-be reflected to a ſecond object. 


For. 


Article 1 2; 
The Analogic 
berwixs the 
Intelle&, and. 
a Balance, 


Article 13, 
Thu the Intcl- 
I: & doth natu- 
rally conform 
tothe artrati- 
on of the grea. 
rer Periſemility: 


- and the reaſon 


' of its Fluftua- 


tion. 


Article 14- 
That rheDeter- 
mination of the 
Incelle& co ore 
or two objefs, 
is cauſed cither 
by the _ 
ponderous Ap- 
parence of Ve. 
rity therein, or 
the minds. 
greater Aftent;- 
#4 to the mo- 
ments of rea. 
ſon apparenc 
on that fide, 
then to thole 
on the other, 


For it is not much below Uncontrollable Neceſſity, that the 
Intellect Chould rhither convert, and there fix, where is the Crean 
teſt ſemblance of good: and therefore 'its native Indifferency 
is not ſuch, as that” abandoning an obje&, whoſe good is more 
perſpicuous, it can affe&t another, whoſe good is lels perſpicy- 
ous ; or, rejeing 2 judgement which appeares more true, court 
and embrace another which appeares leſs crue : - becauſe, as he 
beam. of a balance, being ——_— on one extreme by a preater 
weight impoſed, is never elevated by the impoſition ofa lels 
weight on the . contrary extreme, bur of a er ; ' fo likewiſe 
can it not be, that that aſſent ofthe Intelle&, which is cauſed by 
the perſpicuity of-Experience, or ſome preyalent reaſon, ſhould 
be removed to an objet, ual _ attraction of ay 
Experience of greater moment, or a reaſon whoſe yalidity and 
importance is more perſpicuous. . And, for:the-eviction of this 
natural conformity of the Intelle& ro the attraRtion of the more 
progeny Veriſimility of its objeRs, we need no other argument 

t.this; that many times we find our minds #quilibrated be 
rwixt two judgements, or wavering in fu between two oh» 
jets _— attraQtive ; which Flu#aren or Doubting arileth 
of necef{ny from hence, that the moments of verity, or weighty 
of reaſon are equal on either fide, -and'fo exaftly co wp 
each other, that the mind- can acquieſce in the eletion of ne 
ther; asa paireof ſcales charged with two equal weights cage 
not be ſwayd from an zquilibrium. [-i ; 


Again, that it ſeems during this Fluaation, one while t6 
incline to the one part,” and inſtantly to be counter-inclined 
the other, and then-again to revert tothe former, 'and ſo-ro be 
agitated by the inquietude of ſuſpence; hath no other reaſon 
but this, that one while it is more attentive to the 
of reaſon inthe firſt obje&t, andanon more Atrentive to that in 
the ſecond ; and ſo long doth it remain inclined to: the' invite 
ment of the one, as it apprehends the good thereof more apps- 
rent then of the other , andno longer ; after the ſame manner as 
if whea a paire of icales are zquilibrated by two zquaLweights, 

you 


Wis »4k4 
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-you-ſhall ſuperadd to either end of the balance bur a few. grains 
T8 that end! maſt be deprefſed, and 'upon the ſhiſing: of 
thoſe grains tothe other gad the: former again-clevared, So that 
when the IncelleR doth atiaſt deflect. ro one part, this Derer- 
mination muſt proceed from hehce; that either the Apparence 
of verity is-ſamewhat more ponderolson! that part., or ag leaſt 
that che -more :conſtant, Artdnrion to' the Verifimility: of: that. 
pare, conjoyned tothe minds imperience, (whick coo frequent! 
bh: to turn the Scales, and thetefore:| ought to be allowed for) 
bpplying the defect of weight, makesat ſeem fois! + - 


jp Moſt cerrain it is, we confels;-thar' the Intelle& Frequently 
rn dicg thac which of {rs fetf 
. its Y 


dgerment dell; 4. eta che fim- 
| either mor#\g004; or abſolutely: good, 
plicicy oo - good; olutely 
good, or abſolutely evil : but 


ent, which of its falÞ us” leither Teſs 
which affeQts and inclines the IntelleR, is always ip/a vers 
ies ; the A blerves : t 
to; "And by chax ſpecies -of /Trathrmay be ecicher real 
ot” connterfeic ; therefote may+thar .whichtis/in irs own. nature 
ov fares boar whey. oy, xc an abſolute: fail- 
ood or leſs Truth,: and” that ' which is inirs own hature really 
kl, be 'preſeared likewiſe -under, the diſguiſe of an abſolute 
00 leſs rr tte he I _—_—_ ſubje& 
deception inthe:point of -jlidicarure, ' may be alle&edto the 
woſecution of an falſhood; left, while the: ob- 
remains obvelated underthe delufive vizard of an abſolute 
trach or-a lefs falſhood; '&# # contra. | 


#F COY-H-AR'S Ro Sees @Gb—_—_ or ue SIO RENN 


[44] | | | 
© Þ} +This ſeriouſly confidered rts three excellentCon/equences, 
be (t) thac eabig asthe ors Fan adbzred to ative judge- 
fon ment, quits and-purſues a falſe one, ſo ofren of Rleceſſty doth 
log logierhing - intervene | which detrats. the genuine*or natural 
E:: from the good object, and impoſes a counterfeit Ap 


parence upon the eyil one, and by'that means cauſes a: mutation 
P% }f the IntelleRts afſenr, or judgement: and therefore: (2) that the 

cmmuration of the ſpecies or _——__ ofthe objeR is the ſole 
"- n 


immediate 


m7 _ which it es andicatten- 
ſe chax 


Article 15, 
T hat the Ap- 
parence of Truth 
is always the 
ca iſe of the In- 
celle&s lacli- 
nation, 


Article 16. 
Three conſid. 
_ Inferences 

om the prz- 
miſes. re 


- ” 
. 


- 


274 


Article 17, 
Carte his 
general Przx- 
ſervative a- 
gainſt the ex- 
ceſſes of Paſ- 
faons, 


immediate cauſe of the Commuration of rhe IntelleQs judgemenc 
and afſent't and therefore (3) that fince the Will is obliged, by 
that neceſſicy formerly declared, to conforme to the 

and direQions of its Guide, the Intelle& ; ir is- in vain there» 
fore to hope or attempt that che Will ſhould ghange irs Apperis 
tion, unleſs care be firſt taken, that the IntelleRt change it 
judgement, or, that the Will ſhould'be conſtant to its Apperitis 
on, unleſs we provide that the Intellect be conſtant to its judges 


ment. And, therefore, that Mind, which having diſcovered 


the incomparable beauties of virtue is become enamoured on 
her, and Rands reſolved to court no other Miſtreſs but her, 
ought to be exceeding circunſpeR and.caucious in this particular, 
that ir ſubmic to the allureceat of a@ objeft, untill it bath pro» 
foundly cxamined whether char ſpecies of Good therein preſets 
red, be teally rue, or ohly ſuperficial and counterfeit, thatho 


it may render its (elf Guperiour 5o the deluſion of painted Yice, 


The atimirable _ ( J. path . oy a_—_ 
preſenting a peneral preſeryncive "gpinlh R e ex and 
exorbicancies of our pafſions, gives us this t advice, 'thit 
having learned firſt to difflinguiſh berwitt thoſe motions or- Ab 
fetions which are terminated in the Sow, and thoſe which art 
terminated only in the Body, we ſhould, when we feel our blood 
and ſpirits agitated by any affeRtion which concernes only the 
body,refle upon this as a general Maxime;thac all things which 
offer themſelves to the imagination, do rend to noother purpoſe 
but to the deception of the Soul, and to dr the catiogd 
and judicative Faculty, that choſe inſervieat $0: che 
Commendation of the obie of that _ are far more ſolid, 
firme and worthy our affetit then really ay are, aid, on the 
conteary,that choſe reaſons inſervient to the Improbaccen or dilal 
lowance of the obje&, are far tnore «rivial, infirme and lev 
worthy out afſent, then really they are. That when the paſſot 
perſivades rothofe things, whoſe exeaution may admit fulpenhot 
or delay ; we abain paſſing our verdict $00 haſtily upe 
them, and divert our cogitations to the ſerious exatmen of tit 
inconyenieaces impetdent on their purſuic and execution : Tr 
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aft, ro ſome oc her' objeA, till time and fleep (hall have calmed 
the impetuous commotions of the blood and ſpirits, which the 
keming good of the obje&t hath excited, And that when the Paſ- 
ſion inczres to thoſe ations, whole fleet occ afion gives the ſoul 
little or no time to conſult and- deliberate ; we always ende- 
rour © convert our Underftanding to the perpenfion, and our 


LM —- ed 


| 

; ra 1 000 Sreeae nt which are contrary to 

I ik thole 1 and urged by that paſſion ; notwithſtanding they 

; ſhall, ac che firſt view, appearleſs valid and ponderous : for 

| thereby we ſhall m ainly and abate the violence of the 

, on. 

, fl © | 

* | + Noiy, this may be our Exemplary in ordering our adyice,how Article 18. 

o C onatihe Daleks of our Underſtanding , and the ſeduRion ——— 
of our Will by Evil under the fimilitude of Good, Firſt, 117 Jigs”? 

* | weoughttolearnthe diſcrimination of the goods of the 'Afing, bow to pravene 

C from chole pertinent only to the Body « and then, when "we meet the Deluſion of 

: with any objeRt apparently goed,abftraftly ro examine, wherher the — __ 

|} char good concerns either the body alone, or the mind alone, or pertene/af- 

6 boch and mind equally,or more the body then the mind, or Zion of the will 

7 mane the mind then the . If only rind aber cnn by Evil diſgui- 

od | 9 <ogitations upon the reaſons which diffiwade, more intently led under the 

% | then upon rhe reaſons which the ele&tion of andadkg- [rude of 

4 | {ce tot that ſo we may if there be any,dere& the Evil couched ; 

of | der that verniſh of good, and alſo conquer the Minds 5 

ul fence, which too oken beares a large ſhare in our deceptions, 

the only the Mind,in that caſe we are to bring it to the Touch- 

ld, of the Divine Will : 5. e. examine whether thoſe reaſons 

the _ i pevſwades our Intelle& toan Approbation, and con- 

aol ſequently our Willto an affefation and proſecution of ix, are 

les | ©*r(pondent to that inſeparable R__ Ggn, or mark of true 

ſhot Good , Conformity to the Will of God, or not ; for the very 

6a | 59, or quiaeronce of virtue doth radically confiſt in this ; 

_ that man without all hefitancy, murmur, diffidence, and re- 


kRtancy, conforme' his Will to the indeceptible Divine WAI, as 
deing aſcerrained, that he can will nothing more excellent in its 
HF, norconvenient to him, m_ what God hath willed before. 

n 2 * af 
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If both body, aud -mini{ equally; then ro abftrict thoſe reaſons 
which infinuare che intereſt of Setiſe, and-infaſ only upon thoſe 
which'prefec-itto the mind; for, if they ſhall be found wor- 
thy of afſeat, we need theAuthority of no other to juſtify-our e- 
leion- of that -obje&.. If yore 2be body then the: mind , then 
we pane co:2ſtimare the conyedience ofit/by:thar: lefler relation 
it baldoes -the rind, and not- by that greater it-holds'to thi 
body. -- | And finally, 5f - more the nine then the-body, fince the 
intereſt of ' the mind is- infinitely to be preferred to that: of the 
body, where the reaſoris are equa)l. on each part : tis manifeſt, 
we may ſafely acquieſce in that judgement, and embrace 'the 
objet. Burt, in caſe the objet ſeem dubiors, and fuch whoſe 
Verity of Falſity is.not .cafily diſcoverable.,' then the, only way 
of ayoyding Errour in our judgements, is cohiSiere 4ſſeuſwm, wo 
ſuſpend our approvation; of, and aſſent to the Apparences, or 
; ſpecies on each, part offered. . And by this power of with. 
holding,ouc afleac does :Des Cartes endeyour to. eftabliſhthe 
. -Liberty of the Will. |( Princzp. Philoſoph-' part: x; Seft. 6,) 
' This ip genecall, we conceive,td be the Art of .reQifying the 
Will by the przvious informatian of the IntelleA; and that thrict 
happy Soul that hath learned it, .bath' anticpated ene degree 
of that Perfeion, - which is one moity of that State of immor- 
| tal Beatitude , which we'. are confident that knowing Soul 
of : Des Carres, ones aimed at, and how. enjoyes, without that 
nothing of mmeaſure»--- i! fo I 
But alas ! while we- dwell inthe Courts:of Vanity , walk 
amongſt the ſnares of Satan,and carry in our very nature whok 
legions of frailties , the leaſt of which too ſtrongly inclines us to 
the deluſions of Vice, if preſented in the colours of Virtue; 
tis a Province abovethe power of meer Humanity.to acquire ſuch 
anhabirual Conſtan:y of our IntelleR to its judgement, and of 
our Will to its Appetition of real Good, as that neither can 
- bedivorcedfrom it, and alienated tothe embracements of ſpe 
cious or ſplendid Eyils, and therefore we muſt indefatigably en- 
deyour- to conquer part of this inhzrept Indifferency upon our 
knees, humbly and fervently imploring the affiſtance and conti- 
nual manudution of 4ivine Grace, that ſupernatural rat l 
whe 
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w hereby the Intelle& may be illuminated to a clarity, that ſhall 
transfix and diſpel all the thickeſt clouds of Error and fall. 
hood, wherein the opricks of Senſe are uſually terminated ; 
and modeſtly ſuſpend our hopes of a totall and indiffoluble union 
with Verity, untill out Souls ſhall have abandoned this body of 
fin ro corruption,and entered the new Hieruſalem, where there is 
no Indifferency, but an eternal determination of the Mind and 
all irs Paculties to the Supreme Good, where nothing ſhall 
occur to either Intelle& , or Will, but that Supreme Good, 
and (in a word) where that Libency of the Will, which ſome 
Divines calls the Perfeion of its Liberty, ſhall become a pure 


and indluctable Neceſſity. 


Szxcr., IIL 


Hrs made it ſufficiently manifeſt, that the Liberty of Article 7. 

mans Fill doth radically conſiſt in the Indifferency of the . or 

Intelleft to its judicature ; and amply explained the nature of ;, ven n 

that Indifferency : it remains only that we expede that proyer- of 6n.. 

bial objefion,whereby the beſt of us are too prone co palliate onr 

delinquency and excuſe our offences ; viz. Omnu peccans eſt 

ignorans, Tenorance is the mother of all Sin. This Ariſtotle 

foubtleſs uded to when he ſayd, Qui fiers poſſit, ut qui de 

rebus refte eſtimat, incontinens fit? and Socrates alſo when he 

faid, Fiers non poſſe, ut in my Scientia , in eo alind quid do- 

minetur, atque adeo ut qui de rebus refte eſtimat, noun id quod 

eft optimum agat ; cum fi 1d agat, neceſſe ſit (1 d:yvray) ob 

ignorantiam 1d fieri, 

: Article 2; 
Out of this Labyrinth we may ſoon extricate our thoughts by” The ſame ex- 

making uſe of that Clue of a Diftin&ion berween Science in P*ded, by a 

Habit, and Science in Af; For, a man may have a knowledge, p mrnmag 


and yer negle&tco make uſe of it, as when he diyerrs his mind {1 jews! 


| d 
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278 Of the Liberty Elefive of Mans Will, Chap.7, 
more intently to ſome thing,then to that which be doth know; or 
hath the claricy of his Underſtanding benighted with fleep, mad- 
nels, wine, &c. and a man may have a knowledge and reduce it 
to practiſe, as when he converts his mind unto, and fixes it 
upon that only which he doth know. Nowif a man A&s- 
ally know , or hath not the acies of his mind leyelled at any 
-other thing but 'what he doch know ; in this caſe, we confeſs it 
impoſſible, that he ſhould do an ation contrary to his know- 
ledge : and conſequently, that _— clear and perfect 
knowledge of the cum or pulchci oft Virtue, and cog- 
trariwile of che turpitude or detormicy of Vice, he ſhould for» 
lake the former to court the later. if he know only Habi- 
tually , or hath his cogitations more attent to another thing, 
then that of which he hath a clear and indubitate knowledge, 
lince his »egleft rouſe ir is xquivalent tothe toral want of that 
knowledge ; we have no reaſon todeny, that he may do what 
is ates blhack pug to his knowledge ; and conſequent- 
ly, though he poſſeis aclear theory of the lovelineſs of Virtue, 
and contrariwiſe of the uglineſs of Vice, that he may notwith- 
Randing abandon the former and embrace the lacers | 


To this ſome have moonſiderately replyed/; that a man 
SN do a thing repugnant to his Atteal ; ? ben 
the reluancy for the moſt part every Delinquent fo ſoon as he aQcd 
of every Delin- amils , and moſt commonly at rhe fame inftan, feels hinnwelf 
quents Confcl- fyrpriſed with a certain horror, ſecret regret, reluftancy and 
Cent the pot; conturbation of mind, called by Divines remerſe of Conſcremce: 
ibilicy of mans which muſt of necefſity proceed from his cognition ofrhe amia- 
deing an AR bleneſs of Virtue which he hath repudiat , andof the odjoul- 
repugnant to nels of Vice which he hath- embraced ; fnce if be wanted this, 
= Aﬀtud hemuſt allo haye wanted that, | 
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Here Ariftotle hath ented our Rejoynder by retorting; 
that uch Sorel nat acts the Fan. yam with cucken —_— 
Rhopſodiſts who, by the habicual exerciſe of their memory, uſe that the Hab;- 
ex tempore to rehearſe a whole ſheer of Ems es moral yer. **2| Sclence of 
ſes, of which they underſtand little, and iſe leſs ; or School. ©'*Y Pelin- 
y 4 quent, is per» 


7, who di read what their underſtanding doth not turbed and 
,abrodry or S tage- players , Who can gracefully perionate A x 
che moſt magnanimous Heroes ; but themlelves ſtill continue ſome P aſſon, 
moſt abjet and ſuperlative Cowards. Forin him who com- i 
mirs 4 vicious AR, there always is excited ſome Paſſion, either gemors of 
COm—__ - Anger, Share , ad ar » which Crnlcines 

& Ten in his min u h , ereeth, pr m. 
and drowneth that habitual Scietce- s afoamch, that *** > uy 
what eyer of is in virtue, and what eyer of evil is in vice, mw 
becomes t obnubilated, and darkened ; and on the con- 
tray, whatever of difficuley ſeems to be in virtue, and what 
ever of pleaſaneneſs in vice, becomes thereby more conſpicuous 
md iluftrated : 4,'e, Paſſion is aPeripeRive, which cepreſencerh 
23 well the difficulty of virtue, as the complacence of vice, in 
magnified dimenſions; and on the contrary diminiſherh the 
ood of the one, and the evil of the other. And hence comes 
it, that the real good of virtue artractech the mind more weakly, 
1hd the ſeeming Good of vice more ſtrongly ; and on the con- 
iu a brag grad rs gym 

, and the ſeeming evi more + So he 
that offends, may, we confeſs, with Ovid, Ao meliora, 

Pryor deveriors ſequer, that he knows choſe things which. 
tejeRterh to be the berrer , and rho& things which he ele. 
Aeth to be che worſe ; but yer, this muſt be d unto ſome 
other tirve when he recognizes bis habitual Science, and calls. 
ofnind, that once he other judgements of thoſe things : 
for he cannot op be of that time wherein he offended, fince- 
then he judged thoſe things he purſued to be the becter, and. 
Tres fire regres cn8r{fdhn, nad 

as internal regrer, comrTiffation, and penitence, 

which inyades the mind of every Delinquent immediately _ 

and! 


of his offence ; this ptocceds from -his animadyerſion that; he 
ſuffers ſome /o/7 of good. Bur ſince this his apprehenſion of the 
lols of good, and that reluQtancy of mind attendant thereuponis 
but dull and weak, in compariſon of that complacency. he is 
affected 'withall bythe ſeeming good or pleaſure of evil, which 
ſubdues his judgement to an approbation of it:hence ic is maniſeſt, 
that he confiders and perpends the impendent omiſſion of Good, 
and the incurſion of evil, not - ſerionfly -and profoundly as he 
ought, but only perfwnitorily and ſlightly. For , were the 
uniſhment, ſorrow, ignominy, and other evils, which he only 
ightly and confuſedly apprebends, and fears; profoundly exa- 
mined and lookt into by him, not as abſeat, not as future, not,as 
uncertain, and ayoidable, but as. impendent, preſent, certain, and 
inevitable; without all doubt che ſmalleſt glumpſe of reaſon 
would be ſufficient-to let him ſee thoſe forcible determents, . not 
could he be ſo mad as from the rock of knowledge to precipitate 
himſelf into the moſt horrid gulph of yice. - And- therefore al. 
beit an offender may ſay, that be ſaw and approyed the Good, 
but embraced the Evil, yet is that Inconſiderarion'or' Non-adver- 
tency, by reaſon whereof he doth not {ufficiently. diſcoyer all the 
qualities and circumſtances of the evil obje&,and what and hoy 
t miſchiefs muſt neceflarily enſue uo his aRual proſecuts 
on thereof, a kind of Ignorance. - And in. this ſegſe only can 
we allow Ignorance to be the wother of Sin; for had man ſuff- 
ciently underſtood the eyil thereof; he had neyer bin vicious. - 


Articles. © To conclude therefore, this Ignorance muſt prove but a 
Wharkind of ;y2lid and ridiculous plea at the judicious Tribunal of Juſtice 
in wbich may, 295 Ought a Delinquent to fatter himſelf. wich che. yain hops 
in ſome degree of impunity by ſuch-an excuſe; that he finned for want of knoy- 
excuſe a Delin- ledge,thathe proſecuted the apparent Good he ſaw in the obje&, 
quent, that it was above his power to prevent the delufion of his undet- 

Randing by Evil przſented vinder the ſpecies of Good (is 4 
parlaoas £ xe, we cannot countermand Apparexces) that go 
man is yicious:with, his own conſent, nor happy againſt his will, 
according to thatProyerb, Nemo malus nitro eſt ,neque beatuu wi 
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volens, and that he wanted an abilicy of | udgement to do 
otherwiſe : this we ſay cannot extenuate hisguilr, and conſe- 
y not avert the puniſhment due thereunto. For, that 
nce which excufcth, is of another nature ; ſuch as we may 
more properly call »ſcientia mera, meer Neſcience, [gnorantia 
r4 4c invixcibilis, pure and invincible Ignorance ; ſuch as 
that of Cephaius, when miſtaking ber to have bin a wild beaſt 
couchanc in a brake he diſcharged his dart at his beloved wife 
Procris, and unfortunately flew her ; and that of the conſtant 
Deianirs when ſhe poyſoned Hereales witch a ſhirt dipt in 
Neſſ* the Centaures gore, which ſhe intended for a Philtre 
to revoke his affeions from Jole ; and that alſo of the fatal 
handed Gentleman, who ſhooting.at a Deer in New-Foreſt, 
killed William Rufus : but that Ignorance, of which we here 
diſcourſe , is in proper truth *Auiaue, Incuria, vel Negligen- 
tis mera, meer Negligence, Inadwertency, oc Hee aeſe, 
and is therefore for diftintions ſake denominated 1gnorantia 
craſſa, affefttata, ſnpins, groſs, aifeed, ſupine ignorance. 
- To underftand the nature: of this Non-excufing Ignorance 
the more diſtinAly, let us obſerve, that every Delinquent muſt 
in juſtice. charge the Ignorance he prztends, upon one of theſe 
two Cauſes; either that. himſelf was to himſelf the cauſe of his 
ignorance.: of that he neglefted the means advantages of 
acquiring knowledge, 5. e. that he did not imploy his Cognoſcent 
Faculty on the examination and conſideration of the real good 
or evil of his ation, with that care, ſeriouſneſs, and ſedulity, 
which was requiſite. 

Tothe Firſt of theſe Cauſes belongs the ignorance of a Dr«n- 
herd, for in being the Cauſe of his Ebriezy, he is alſo the Cauſe 
of his 7gnorance ; and *rwas in his power to have przvented 
thi, by the precaution of thar:: therefore Nis Ignorance 
so _ of extenuating , that it naturally aggravates his 
elpability ; and he, if Arsftotle may be "ey deſerves a 
double puni r, one for making himſelf drunk, another for 
the crume committed in bis Drunkenneſs. Hither alſo we are 
torefer his Ignorance, who refiſteth not the force of a Paſſion or 
—— beginning renenh 
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while *tis yet but weak, and to be ſuppeeſt by a frmall oppoki. 
tion of reaſon ; but permits it to acquire more violence, and 
ozin upon him by degrees, till its | e grow 1mpetuous, and 
more inoppugnable : as alſo his, who ſuffers a vicious 1zcling. 
tiew , which he might without any confiderable difhculty haye 
at firſt 7;fracted and totally _—_—_— to grow into a fetled 
Mabit, which pleading preſctiption polleſhon; is hard] 
ejected, but plays the abſolute Tyrant ore rhe mind, and 

the Scepter of both Underſtanding and Will by the inclu&able 
title of ueſt, Thus if a man, who bavinga rare Bnd in 
his band, willingly lets it fly, ſhould complain that he cannot 
recover it again ; tis not to þe expected chat any rational per. 
fon ſhould piry him for bis lofs, -bur rather deride his folly, an 
that he manumitted it when twas in his power to have -kepr itt 
and if a man contra ſome dangerous difcate by inteurperance, 
who can afford him halkdo much 1on , fince was in his 
power.not to bave hin intemperate, asif he had bin invaded by 
tome impactial Epidemick jon, againſt which none the 
oreateft temperance is.an infallible-praferyative ? . Tothis pur- 
pole were theſe words of :fr5ſtorle intended ; Nemo enins <4ci- 
ratew, quam natura, worbss, is fecerit, exprobret, ſed ceci 
potins miſereatxr.; at fi illam aut ebriofitas, amt intemperantis 
alia fecerit, non id epprobrio ducat ? (in 3. Ethic-cap,7.) 


Tothe other belongs his ignorance, who being hurried on'to 
the proſecution of Evil, bythe impetuous rapt or ſwimdge of 
Paſſion, can yet ſay Video meliora probogue : for in this caſe 
alſo was it in his power to haye more {ſeriouſly and fedu- 
louſly examined, fifted, and prazonfidered the evils mpendem 
on that aFtion, and ſo'to have ayoided it; We ay, ab/olmch 
in his power, for four weighty reſpeRs. (1) Becauſe we fre- 
quently obſerye, that if 'in the ſanace'moment, when we age pre- 
pared rocommit a fin, and'already emteredupon the execution, 
there chance co-come in ſome grave and yirtuous Perſon, whom 
we revere, ' or ſome Magiſtrate, whoſe revenging ſword we 
fear, intervene : weinflandly becomeiconfeious of wicked in- 
rentions , and deGft from the perpetration' of it, (2) _ 

there 
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there ard many: V muous Perſons, who having learned and pra- 
Aided chatnobleft militiz of conquermy thetntelves, can com- 
mand themſelves even in-the higheſt orgaſmus and feryour of 
their paſſions ; hoiding it moft baſe and unworthy the 
dignity'of agenerous-mind, 'ro/be” furprized with the ſubtle 
Ambuſhes ot” Vice, and led captive by the Pyomie armies-cf 
fenſual Temprations. © (3) Becauſe cis not in vain that God, 
compathonating the fraikjies and deceptibility of humane nature, 
hath youchſafed to accommodate our nadetfianding with thoſe 
fairhful and powerful auxiliaries, Laws, Precepts, Exhortations 
and pious Precedent, ro which we may, inthe hotteſt charges 
of vicious temptations, witty fafery-and affored Conqueſt 
recurre ; and upon whictr if wit fufficient attention we refle& 
the eye of our mind, we ſhall 'become' +55 garlanis xvew:, cjus 
dwins, quod res efſe apparet, Lords Comptrollers of Apparences, 
i.e. derect the frauds and impoftures of Evil, though dreft in all 
theglavions otnamentsof Gosd, (4) Becauſe no man endevo- 
cicng co excuſe his offence, can truly ſay Video meliora probogue; 
but he doth manifeftly the ation he doth ro be Deliberate, 
and Precogitate ; which is as much as this, twas abſolutely 
inmy power to/haye omitted the doing of it , and to haye done 
the contrary good, For none can ſay ſo of an indeliberate aQi- 
on, as when he feels a comtnacrion of his blood and fpirits at the 
ficſt touch of Anger ; which isthe reafon of Sexeca his affir- 
mation (2 de Ira 3) quod primes mots non fit volumtarins, that 
the firſt motion which an 6bje& excires in the mind is involun- 
tary, and the ground of that Maxime Prim mers non ſunt in 


wſtre poteſtate. 


What theſe Firft Motions, which obje&s, their ſpecies being 
by the mediation of the nerves and ſpirits tranſmitred to the 
mind, excite therein, are inthe general ; though Epiferus hath 
furniſhed us with a convenient brief deſcription of them, 
in theſe words, Primns motns eft quem creant viſa anims 
(parmoia; appellant Philofophi) quibus mens hominis prima 
Satin ſpecie accidentis ad animun rei, pellitar, non voluntatis 
ſunt, neque arbitrarie, ſed vi quadam ſui ſeſe inferant 
O oz bominibus 


Article 5, 
What thoſe 
Firſt Motions 
are, which ob- 
je&s inevicably 
excite in the 
Mind: and that 
the C on/equences 
of thoſe moti. 
Ons are Prx- 
yentible, 
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hominibus naſcitande : yer the moſt appoſite and moſt familiar 
way of explaining theirnature and extent, which our meditati- 
ons could find out, is to exemplify them in ſome one particular 
beginning Paſsion, and chiefly in that-of Anger, where theſe 
Impulſes or motions: are moſt ſenſible, becauſe moſt forcible. 
Which that we may the more worthily performe, let us, with 
Des Cartes, concede two diſtin ſpecies .of Anger, (1) one 
cauſed in a moment, which invading with ſome. violence, can. 
not be concealed ; but diſcovers it ſelf for the moſt part by co- 
louring the face with a Vermilion, or Aurora tinture on a ſud- 
dain ; but performes little, and is eahily and ſoon- calmed, 
(2) Another, which invading with leſs violence, is not to be 
diſcovered, unleſs rarely by inducing paleneſs upon the Counte. 
nance, by any ſignes in the beginning ; bue being of a leſs diffu- 
five condition, doth more corrode and gall the heart, and conle- 
quently produce more dangerous effe&ts. To the firſt of thele, 
they are moſt obnoxious, who have the moſt of Love, Noble- 
neſs or ſweetnels of diſpofition habited in them. For ic ariſerh 
not from any profound hatred, but from a ſuddain Averſatian, 
repentinely ſurpriſing the Mind :- and becauſe loving, good, 
and Heroick minds are always propenſe_to imagine, that all 
things ought to proceed in that manner or courſe which they 
judge to be the beſt, therefore ſo ſoon as they diſcover any thing 
ro be catried on ina contrary courſe ro Good, they inſtantly 
make a ſtand in their thoughts, become offended at it, and grow 
angry ; yea many times when the matter concerns not them 
in ſpecial; for ſince they loye much, they take to heart, (asthe 
vulgar phraſe it) reſent, and appropriate the Cauſe of chem they 
love, as neerly as if it were their own, inſomuch as what would 
have bin no more then matter of /ndignation to others, proves 
matrer of Anger to them, And becauſe that Inclination, 
whereby they become poſſeſt with a conſtant propenſity to love, 
dotheſte&, that they have always much of heat, becauſe much 
of blood in and abour their Heart; therefore that repentine 
Averſion, which ſuddainly ſurpriſeth them, cannot but propel 
ſome ſmall quantity of Choler (the Tinder whereon the ſparks 
ofthis Paſſion fix and foment): tothe Heart ; nor that little K 

EY; Choler 
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Choler but be accended, and excite , inan inſtant, a great com- 
motion, and- efferyeſcence of the blood thirher propelled. But 
this Commotion Iaſteth but a ſmall ſpace of time, becauſe the 
impulſe or force of the unexpeed Averſation is of no continu- 
ance ; and ſo ſoon as they deprehend the matter for which they 
were angry to beof no moment, and ſuch as ought not ro have 
commoved them to that height ; they becalme themſelyes, con- 
jure down their ſpirits, and become affeRed with a reluQtancy 
againſt and a pcenitence for that Paſſion, and ſo deſtroy it in 
the Embryo or ſhell. With the other, weak, abje&, and inge- 


. nerous minds are moſt tranſported, For though it ſeldome diſ- 


cover it ſelf in the beginning, unleſs by ſome paleneſs inthe face; 
yet is its force by degrees increaſed by reaſon of that agitation 
which the fervent defire of Revenge exciteth in the blood, which 
ory [/ ym with that Choler propelled to the heart from 
the inferior part ofthe Liyer and Spleen, Kkindles therein a ſharp, 
pungent, and corroding Heat, And as thoſe minds are moſt 
generous, and noble, which are moſt inclined to Gratitude ; ſo 
are thoſe the moſt proud,abjeCt and baſe,which ſuffer themſelyes 
the moſt ro be tranſported with this kind of ignoble Anger, 
For by ſo much the greater do Injuries appear to be, by Bo 
much the greater value Pride makes a man put upon himſelf, and 
by how much the greater zſtimation isſet upon thoſe Goods 
which are taken away by that Injury : and by ſo much a higher 
rate are thoſe goods prized at, by how much the more weak, 
abjeR, and ignoble the mind of him is that eſtimates them, be- 
cauſe in truth they are dependent upon others pleaſure ; nor doth 
a well ordered mind loſe any part of its happineſs by being de- 
prived of them, Now, having duly praconfidered all things 
oceurrent in this pregnant example, we may not only without 
difficulty underſtand what thoſe firſt motions or incitements are, 
which objeQs exciting in the mind thereby obtrude themſelves 
upon the Intelle, or rather compell the Intelle& to apprehend 
them under that ſpecies in which they preſent themlelyes ; buc 
alſo thar, though thoſe motions are not in our power, yet the 
Conſequents or Attions to which they provoke us, are. ſubje&t 
to.our Deliberation, Examination, and Arbitrary Ele#ion, or 

Oo 3 Rejettion ; 


Rejebtion ; ſince every Action, is the Condufion of a PraRicai 
Syllogilme, and every Concluſion przluppoleth two praceden; 
Propoſitions, and theſe again prezſuppole Deliberation, and 
conbmentetion who ever committing an Evil Action, doth 
yet ſay Videoque meliora prabeges » doth in-that confeſs his 
Aon to be Deliberate and Arbitrary, which is as much as 
to confeſs that twas abſolutely in -his own power not to haye 
done it. 

And as for that proverbiall ſubterfuge 3vdvis ixy mynpds, wt 
Srwy wardens, Nemo mals uitro eſt, wneque beatus non volens, 
Ariſtotle hath long fince ſubverted it by anſwering,, Thar 
though it be tw in the /atey part, infomuch as np Mar car be 
happy, becauſe not virtnons, againſt bis will, yet tis falſe in the 
former, inſomuch as vice, whereby man becomes Evil, us volun- 
rary (nd wyOngia ixtory) whereupon M. Anton, faid 73s NN 
mis tis "iis buys xuviuen al meanokebiviess drdyun race 
Jarortir : qui vero ſms iÞ ſens animi motns certa ratione conſie 
lisgue non gabernat, neceſſario miſcr eft, (16b.2, num. 5.) And 
therefore though many haye thought to palliate their vitiohties, 
by affirming that no man:doth commit a-fin voluntarily , bur 
being compelled thereunto by the impulſe of ſome pertwrbation: 
yet tis manifeſt, fince every Delinquent gives either occaſion or 
way to that perturbation, and ſufters himſelf ro be tranſported 
by the impulle thereof, beyond the ſphate of reaſon,that no ce- 
attion can inteyene, 


Article $8. + To conclude, we are ready to confeſs, that among thoſe man 
Neceſsity, and excuſes, which' the Sophiſtry of the Advocates of vice ha 
Fear conceded alledged for the extenuation of its Culpability , the moſt 
to be, in ſome welghty and confiderable is the violence of Neceſ7:ty and Fear, 
meaſure, Excu- B , : 
ſes * and whas But» 2ll violence muſt proceed from an external Principle, and 
are th eobjeſts is not admitted without ſome Rexirency in the thing that ſuffers 
of Exculkng it; and that Neceſsity , whereby any man is coated, muſt 
Fear, proceed froman exreywal and preſent Cauſe; and fear is an 

internal Paſſion,though excired by an external Cauſe,viz. a fu- 
cure Evill ; and differeth from Capidiry inthis,that this, though 
it be excited by an external cauſe allo, vix.,- a furure Good, yer 

it 


of the Liberty Elethvor of Mans Wil. Chapen. 


oo KK IF WF > WT EO OPTI LECT 


—_—-© x. .- 50 MEE TT. 


'  Chap.7. of the Liberty Eleftive of Mans Will, 


287 


iris joyned always witha Libency or Willingueſr, bur Bear 
with a Renitency or Vawillingneſs. Upon which confiderat 
on was it, that Arsftorle concluded him excecding ſtupid and 
ridiculous, who, having vitiated his friends wife, ſhould for ex- 
cuſe prerend,, that he was conſtrained to that perfidious and 
immodeſt ation by the violent temptation of pleaſure ; 
bur holds him excuſable who is compelled to omit ' an 
office of friendſhip by the przvention of ſome more conſiderable 
mcommodity impendent upon himſelf, fince the Neceſſity of the 
one is more violent and urgent, then the obligation of the 
other, For the more eaſy deciſion of all diſpuces concerning 
the more orlefs prefiure of theſe kinds of Neceffity, Cicero puts 
this Caſe. $i conflurmerss re ewipiam advoratum in rem pre- 
ſrutem offe venturum ; arqno interim gravirer agrotare filins oa« 
peris, won fit contra officium non facere quod dixeris; magiſque 
ille cn promi(ſum fit ab officio diſcedat {i ſe deſtitutum queratur. 
This pramiſed, we may fafely conchide, that a /mail and 
hight: fear is not to be accounted ſufficient toexcule a make- 
ion '; becauſe it cannot 'nferp pon and countermand the 
of the Mind; nay nor a great and ſtrong fear (which is 
therefore allowed by ſome great Clerks for an excuſe, becauſe 
may ſometimes invade and ſtagger a mind in other things con- 
Rage and generous) fFineoe Kt cannot fo y_- the Liberty Ele- 
Rive, as not to leave the mind poſſeſt with ſome Libency, And 
this is to be underſtood, not in reſpe& to that Evil, which is- 
ſuſtained or undergone in the preſent, but to that far greater one, 
which is avoided, and in compariſon of which the lets Evil hath 
indeed the reaſon of Good ; becaule it is as it were the means 
whereby the greater Evil is averted or prevented, as when Mer- 
chants throw their treaſure overboard, for fear of drowning, and 
a Timveller delivers his purſe to Robbers for fear of having his 
throate cut. Now, how far this kind of fear, which ſeems to 
neceſſitare the commiſſion of a ſmall Evil for the probable pre- 
vention of a greater , may be extended by way of Excuſation ; 
as alſo of what ſorts thoſeevils muſt be which juſtify this fear ; 
the exateſt and profoundeſt of Moraliſts have found it no eaſy 
matter przciſely to determine ; chiefly becauſe according to the 
variety 
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yariety of mens Temperaments, ages, ſexes, Educations, Ha - 
bits &c. what is but a weak and light fear to one, may be 
eat and potent to another ; but all conſent that we are to 
underſtand it to be a fear of no leſs then Death, Mutilation, 
torment, ſervitude, long exile, txdious impriſonment, zternal 
diſhonour or ignominy, privation of all, or the greateſt part of 
ones eſtate, or livelybood (and inthis particular, not in reſpe& 
of a mans ſelf only , but alſo for thoſe who depend upon him for 
temporal ſubſiſtence, as wife, children, parents &c.) as alſo that 
kind of fear which is a ſpecies of Reverence, and ſuch as ma 
be ina ſubje&, in reſpect of his Prince, in a child in reſpe& of 
his Father, ina wife in reſpe& of her husband &c- We ſaid: 
that fear which ſeems to neceffitate the commiſſion of a ſmall 
evil &c. thereby infinuating, that it only ſeems ſoro do. For, 
Truth its ſelf hath taught us, that we ought not to do evil, 
though-never ſo ſmall, for prevention of another evil, though 
ne*r {ogreat z and every man knows that Fear (unleſs of doing 
Evil) is wholly excluded the ſociety of virtwe. Which our 
lare Salomon (whom we can hardly think upon , without a 
devout Adoration of his deified part) refle&ed upon, when he 
affirmed for a Maxime of general truth, That a Coward cas 
hardly be an boneſt man, And this we defire our Reader can- 
ny to __ as a ſufficient enquiry into the nature of mans 
Yr ee-W f - 


CHAP. VIIL 
Of Fortune. 


GDP BST Hat this Phantſme, though of no great antiquity Article r. 

4 W LSE ( comparatively ) hath under the diſguiſe *f - TheAntiquity 

BM HAS &-«/ity, fo long and fo univerſally poſleſſed the and Genealogy 

Dey nad heads not only of the Yalgar (whole rank and of Fortune. 

< muddy brains are ever more fertile in the pro» 
duion, and more fayourable to the conſeryation of Monſters, 
then Nils and all Africa) but even of ſome of thole more cul- 
tivated Explorators of truch, who well knew the abſurdity of 
Multiplying Entities, and pretended to examine every 1dea oc- 
| curring to the mind, whether ic had an exemplar, or procotype 
| in real Exiſtence ; that ſo, though they could not atrain to a full 
| cognition of the diſtin&t Eſſences, or ſimple Forms of Objedts, 
| they might at liſt acquire an aſſurance ef their Reality, or Being 
in rerum natira : this, we fay, ſeems to us no contempcible Ar- 
gument, that the Venome of the Forbidden Fruic hath a ſtronger 
and more infaruating operation upon the poſterity of Adam, in 
the old age of the world, then ir bad in its youth and midle age ; 
and that the /#» in the Aicroco/me hath lufferd a greater and 
more demonſtrable decay of Splendor, Clarity, and Influence, 
then Bodin (method, Hiſtor.cap.$.) out of Copernicas, Reinaldns, 
and Sradins, hath affirmed that in the Macroco/me to have 
ſuſtained,and confeſſed by irs neerer approach to the Earth, and 
more Southerly inclination, fince the daies of Prolomie. For 
(firt)cthough Simplicins (2, phy ſic. comment. 39.) hath a certain 
obſcure tradition, that Orphexs ingaged in the expedition of the 
Argonauts, compoſed a yotive Hymne to this Fairy Queen, 
which was afterward inſerted into the idolatrous Liturgie of the 
P p Delphian 
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| who haveproteſſed 


Delphian Apollo, together with whom ſhe was ſolemnly inyoca- 
ted : yet hath, Macrobins, much the better Antiquary of the 
two, faithfully obſerved (5- Satwrn. ib.) that ſhe was, if not 
unborn, yet unnamed in Howers time-; ſubjoyning as a reaſon 
thereof, quod priſcts illis temporibus omnia, que fierent, referri 
ad Deos Authores ſolerent ; that more fimple and intelli 
Antiquity uſed to referre all eyents to the wiſe procuration of the 
Gods. Which is evidence ſufficient, that Fore»mne could nor 
mount up toan Apotheoſss, till the world grew into its Dotage, 
and man ſunk a whole ſphear below that of his Anceſtors fimpli- 
city, and knowledge. And (2) that, whenever ſhe was borue, 
and whoever was her Father, yet Ignorance was her Mather ; 
belides the convincing Authority of our own Reaſon, we have 
that of the impartial Cicero, inthoſe words: Stultigia, Error, 
Cecitas & Ignoratio rerum atque canſarum, Fortune nomen 
prims induiſſe, certwns oft, And ſomuch the more of weight 
may this Argument bear,by how-much the more manifeſt a Con- 
mag ion they m__ who. have either — or advanced 
on-; - for though no- one among thole many Writers, 
ly treated of her Nature and Power, hath 
denyed her extraQion from, and necefſary dependence upon that 
accurſed Beldam, [gnorance : yet haye moſt agreed, that ſhe is 
fomthing more then Nomen inane, a meer and empty Name, or 
Chimera; and ſome allowed her the dignity of a conſiderable 
Tnfinexce upon the aRions of Man ; nay, others haye gon ſa 
farr ast© cxalt her virtue to a competition with Providence Di- 
vine, and conſigned her a throne among the Celeſtial Deities, as 
is intimated in that yerſe of Fwvenal (Satyr. 14.) 
— - ——ſed te 
Nos facimus Fortuna Deam, caloque locamw. And 
this briefly concerning the Antiquity and Genealogie of this 
Nothing. , | 
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As for the full deſcription of her Natwre, or more ly, 
what Kind of A#5viy the chieteſt Philo/ophers haye x + 
her, and to what —__ of Canſes referred her ; this we cannot 
ſo atisfactorily preſent by any other way, as by a ſhort Com- 
memoration, nd #quitable Collation of their ſeveral Definitions 
of her. | 

Plutarch (1.placit.29.) makes Platoto have defined her thus; 
Fortuna eft cauſa ex accidenti, 5 conſequens inopinato in its, 
que confelio finnt, Fortune is a Cauſe by Accident, and un- 
expectedly ſuperyenient in thoſe ations, which are deliberately 
and upon-conſultation performed : and Ari/torle thus ; Fortuna 
eſt cauſſa per accident in #45, que rei alicujus gratia, appetity 
wovente, fiwnt, eaque incerta & inſtabils ; Fortune is an Acci- 
dental (yca and an uncertain and inſtable) caule, intereſting i (elf 
in thoſe ations, which are done by an Agent, upon the incxcengent 
of its Appetite, m order to irs conſequurion of an objet, Which 
words, indeed, ſeem to comprehend, in Epitomy, all that-the 
Philoſopher (in 2. phyficecap. 5.) intended in his more prolix de- 
ſcription of Fortune;abaring only this, that he there confines her 
concernment only Tis wi youires , rebus Comtingentibus, to 
Effedts purely Contingent, ic. ſuch as may, or way not came to 
pals, _ therefore of dubious or uncertain event. To explain 
this.they exemplify in him, who digging in the earth, with no 
ether deſigne, but to plant a tree, tound a great Treaſure, of 
which he never thought : for ( ſay they ) the Invention of the 
Treaſure is an effect by Accidentj.e. evenicnt aboye the hopes and 
befides the intention of him tha digged ; and ſo the Digger in- 
ſoruch as heis:/Canſe per fe of the digging, is alſo Cava per 
accidens of the invention of the Treaſure. Such an Accidental 
Cauſe, therefore, doe our Phil s call Forewne : and the 

Event it (elf, viz. the invention of the treaſure, they call Rem 
fortwitam, a Fortuitons Effeft. But whereas Aryſt. hath fre- 
quently advertiſed, that Fortwne (# yl) and Chance (3 evni- 
warrey) are different each from other in this, -that Fonewer is pro- 
per only to things done by Cauſes, whoſe aQivity s Arbierery ; 
4ad'Chance common both to fuch, and allo Tngnimage of meer 
Pp 2 Spontaneous 


Article 2, 
Platoand Ariſt, 
theirDeſcripti- 
ons of Fortune, 
examined, and 
illuſtrated: and 
3 Concluſions 
inferred there 
upon, 
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Spontaneous Cauſes ( as whena ſtool falls, and breaks a Glaſs.) 

& conſequently thar all Fortune is Chance, but not eyery Chance 

Fortune : hence may we obſerve, that he would have aſwell For- 

tune, as Chance to belong to the clafſis of Contingents, and that 

all Contingents belong to the claſſis of Poſſibles. More exprelsly, 

that fince among Poſſr>/es ſome are ſuch, as that their Eyent can-. 
not be interdifted, impeded, or countermanded, as this, rhe ſun 

cannot be hindred from riſing again to morrow morn ; and others 
ſuch,whoſe eyent is ndt neceſſary, as this, ts not neceſſary,though 
poſſible, that it ſhould raine to morrow at ſun riſing ; therfore is 
it manifeſt, that a Poſſible of the firſt ſort, is the ſame with that 
whichis called Neceſſarinm, abſolutely Neceſlary, or ſuch whoſe 
Contrary is purely Impoſſible; and of the ſecond ſort, the fame 
withthat which is called Conti»gens, meerly Contingent, or of 
an uncertain eyent, ſuch whoſe Contrary is zqually poſſible. 
Further, in reſpe& that the meer Contingency, or Ambig nity of 
any Eyent muſt be founded on this, that either ſome Liberty in- 
teryeneth, by'reaſon whereof that which otherwiſe would come 
to pals, doth not ; or that which otherwiſe would not have come 
to paſs, doth ; or ſome other Canſe interpoſeth, which beſides 
its proper deſtination and the unprzmeditated concurſe of cer- 
tain other things, efteReth that ſome event, which, otherwiſe 
would, doth not come-to paſs, or that ſome eyent, which o- 


therwiſe would not, doth cometo paſs : hence is it manifeſt, that 


this Poſterior kind of Contingency,is in the general that,w*® men 
call Chance ; and if it beelpecially in Afay, beſides or beyond 
whoſe intention any Effet eyeneth, then is it what they call 
Fortune : unleſs that fomtimes they confound both theſe, and 
then *ris indifferent whether the eyent be referred either to For- 
eune,or Chance, 

However, we perceive (reflefing upon the former Example) 
fince the Double EffeR, viz. the digging of the earth, andthe in- 
yention of the treaſure, had but one Gab Cauſe, yiz. the man 
that Gigget : thar,for this reaſon, the Digger may juſtly enough 
be ſayd tobe Caſa per ſe, in reſpet of the one, and per accidens 
in reſpe& of the other. To which we may add this, that ſince 
in-Effefs-mcerly Natural, one and the ſame thing may be both 


Fortune” 


IF 


SER. 
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Fortune and Natwre, or a Natural Cauſe : therefore Gaſſendus 
had yery good reaſon to juſtifie Epicwrys in this particular, that 
he made Fortune and Nature no more then /ynonoma's, figni- 
fying one and the ſame thing in Reality. 


Now though common Enquirie may goe away ſatisfied wich 
this pauſible Ad»wmbration of Fortune ; yet cannot a profound 
and more ocular Scrutiny be terminated therein : for the Example 
introduced to explain it, comes largely ſhort of a requiſite Ade- 
quation ; infomuch as no rational man can appoſitely enough 
accept eicher him that digged , or his Aion of digging , for 
all that's comprehended under that obicure notion of Fortune. 
Wherefore, omitting the conſideration of Res Fortwita, or the 
Event, which is moſt frequently apprehended for Fortune it ſelf, 
or the cauſe of that inſperate event; let us underſtand Fortune 
to be, /ach a concurſe of various Canſes, made without all mu- 
tual conſultation , or precogitate conſpiracy betwixt them,, as 
—_ thence doth follow an Event ,or fortuitons Effet, which 
wither all the Cauſes concurrent, nor ſome of them, nov eſpecialy- 
he to whom the Event happens, ever in the leaſt meaſure inten- 
ded, or could expett, Now, according to the tenor of this Defi- 
finition, in regard to the fortuitous Invention of a treaſure, is re- 
quired not only the Perſon, who digg's-and finds it ; bur alfo he, 
who firſt digg'd and hid it : it isno obſcure nor controyertible 


Article 3. 
Thcir Anato= 
my of her Na- 
ture, deficient: 
& a more per» 
fe one prx- 
ſented. 


truth, that Fortune, or the Cauſe by-Accident of the inyention of 


the treaſure, is the Concurſe both of the Occultation and Effo(- 
fion thereof, in that particular place. We ſayd, without mutual 
Conſultation, and beſides the intention of any or all the Cauſes 
concurrent ; thereby intimating, that though one or more of the 
Cauſes may have haply intended that event : yetnevertheleſs tis 
properly and abſolutely Fortune, in relation to that Cauſe, which 
intended.it not. Thus if any man, who foreknowes, or at leaſt 
conjeQtures, that ſuch a Perſon will come and digg in ſuch a 
place, doth there hide treaſure, to the end that the may find 
t: inthis caſe,in reſpe& to him that hid it, the Invention of the 


treaſure is not a Fortuitous Effet ; but in reſpeRt to him, who: 


unexpededly finds it, it is, Thus was it not altogether For- 
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his Tomb ; in regard he preclumed that, in proceſs of time, there 
would be tome King or other, who inyited by this promiſing 1g. 
ſcription [|1f any of my Smeceſſors, the Kings of Babylon, ſhall 
want mony, let him break open this Sepulchre, and thence take 
what 'may ſupply bis wants ; but on no condition, anleſ; hy 
warts be real, let bim attempt it : for it ſhall redound to his m 
ſwale detriment, | would open it : bur yet, in reſpe& to Daring, 
thatinfiead of mony he therein found this deriding Engravement 
[ Had'ſt not rhon bin twſatiable with riches, and covetons of ſor. 
did litre ; thou wonld/t net have thus prophaned the Aſbes of 
thy Predeceſſors , and ranſack't the ſacred Dormitory of the 
Dead, ] this was meerly Forexizons. And thus alſo, though 
Demecrirxs hath pleaded hard to free Fortune from fraving 
hand in the incomparable Death of good old e£/cbyln;; 
why becaule his bald pare, being miſtaken by a yolant Eaglefar 
a White tone in the field, was the cauſe why the Eagle drop'ta 
Tortois dicular thereupon : yet, had we bin of the Jury, 
weſhould haye found her guilty of the Murder ; ( 1 )in reſpe& 
of the Poet, fince that ſad event was befides his intention, he at 
che fame time haying withdrawn himſelf from the Town , far 
fear of bemg deftroyed (according to the tenor 'of the Altr 
prediction) by the fall of an houſe, nor could he polibly foreſee 
that prodigious mifchance i 2 |(2). in reſpect of the 
Eaxgte, who Grop't ner the Tortois with purpoſe to brain the 
Poet, bur to brexk irs hell, thar fo he-might come ar his prey, the 
fleſh thereof, Howeyer, weare willing, becauſe, in truth, we 
ugh to acknowledge, that if we regard che height or punGtilio/ 
of her Propriety, Fortune 4s chiefly, whenarmong ll the ſeveral 


Cauſes, whith concurr, no we either principally, or collateral 
#nrends or 'wimes at that Event, which unecepetiedly 7 nn, 
wpon that their conemrſe : of "which we have a moſt illufirious 
and competent Example in the Dilatation of the death of $6 
crates;2 day beyond therime pretixr by his Judges, for the Exv- 
curion of their Sentence wpon'/him ; as .Plararch (de Fate) bath 
prxcilely obferyed. 


We 


Clap 


ewirons in reſpe& of Nita, what hapned at the Violation of 
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© We haveitfrom the pen of that araculous Secretary of Nature, Article 4. 
D' Harvey, that he never difleRed any Animal, but he always Fortune, no- 
diſcoyerd ſomthing or other more then he expeted, nay then eyer *hing but a 
hethought on before; ſo uſeful & infinite in variety is & Magna Tf) p 068 
Charta of Natwre : and pry ſome of our Readers may here on in = 
have occaſion to fay as much of this oux DiſſeRion of Forruxe z curſe of natural 
fox while we have exerciſed ous thoughts in the exploration of Cauſes, reſpe» 
Nature, we have unexpeRedly found that, if conſidered per *i'* ©2 2 fore 
& revers, the hath no-nature at all i.e, that 5» Reality ſhe oe EVENT» 
wikhing. For, when we have abfirated all thoſe Cauſes in the 
Cancurſe, which a& per /e, or by natural yirtue/; there remains 
20 more bue a meer Privation or Negation of all Pranotion in 
the concurrent Caules of that particular Concurſe, and allo of the 
intention expeRation of the ſubſequent Event + nor can that 
tate Concurle of Cauſcs be righty accounted the Cauſe 
of the Fortuitous Event, by any necrer relation then that which 
thiloſophers have termed Conditia fine. gua new. Since, as the 
Admetion of any combuſtible body-to Fire, may be fayd to be 
the Cauſc of its combuſtion, in this reſpe& only, that it was Con- 
ditio ſine 944 non, or, if that Admotion had: not preceded, the 
combuſtion had nor fucceded : fa alſo cannot that Cencurſe of 
Cauſes, from which any, Fortuirous Event doth reſulk unexpe- 
Redly, be ſayd to be the Caule thereof, in any other reſpe&t bur 
this, that it was Conditia fine qua non, i. ©. if that Concurſe of 
Cauſes had-nat praxeded, that Event had'nox ſucceded, though 
not one of thoſe Cauſe $ inthe fingleenergy of its nature, nor all 
n- confederacy ever any way intende it ; the Analogy berwixe 
theſe two caſes landing faire and full in alt points, 


Again, foraſmuch as this indeliberate Syndrome or Combina® Article 5. 
tion of Cauſes, is always wncertais and various, the Cauſes be». Epicurus com- 
ing neither ele&ed, nor conneRed, nor managed by any Provi- _—_— for il 
dence of theix own: we canndx in juſtice hut applaud. the wary: ar yes hor? 
wdgment of Epiawwes: in this, that hecalled Fomune, dave ——_— of 
erier poonmir, xpbrees ayers” 4 Canſe inftable: in, Perſonts Formune, 
Times, and Manne't ; whigh.is aquivalens to this, that fince' ſhe 

3 
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is a Cauſe of uncertain and indeterminate influence, none but 
Fools can hope that this Chatnzleon ſhould conſtantly appear ih 
the ſame colours, or wear the fame Countenance. | 


Article 6. Nor is he leſs to be commended for his, # 5 /ylw ry ©, 
Her = vIBily Cave ne habeas Fortunam Deam (apud Diogen, Laert. Epiſt. 1, 
"noe men Epicuro conſcripta.) endeavours to degrade Fortune from her 
by her Deifica» imaginary Divinity, and deride the egregious folly of her ſo. 
tion, lemne Worſhip ; for lo great is the imbecillity of yulgar minds, 

that what they doe not well comprehend, they not only imme. 
derately admire, but ſuperſtitioufly reyere, as ſomthing wholly 
Divine, and as farr above Nature, as ic ſeems above their Capaci- 
ty : and undoubtedly mans /gnorance of the pratyious Conſpi- 
racy of Accidentaly concurrent Cauſes, from which any Event 
extraordinary and ſuperintentional doth emerge ; firſt prevailed 
upon him to inyeſt Fortune in ſuch a ſpecious diſguiſe , under 
which he might, with leſs diſhonour to his owne IntelleQtuals, 
adyance her to the reputation of a Deity, and adore her. Tis 

more then probable, that men did not, at her firſt Canonizati 

either much care for, orenquire incothe condition and extent 
her Power ; and evident, that when ſhe began to be cryed up for 
roducing ſtrange Effe&ts in the tranſaRions of the world , and 
y a kind of imperveſtigable ſuperintendency to diſpoſe the aQti- 
vity of Natural Caules to the induRion of Events above or be- 
fide their proper and Cuſtomary Deſtinations : then began the 
Vulgar to think themſelves concerned in the conciliation of her 
fayour, and early atopement of her diſpleaſure; and ſo by thoſe, 
to whom ſhe ſeemed friendly and proſperous, was ſhe accounted 
a Good and Propitions Numen, and to thoſe, to whom ſhe appea- 
red Inclement and Adyerſe, an Evil and Malevolent one, And 
hence (the Error, like Rivers, ſtill enlarging) were Rately and 
magnificent Temples erefted for her popular and ſolemne Ado» 
ration, and ſeyeral I»ſcriptions reſpective to that particular At- 
tribute, which her fond Votaries- conceived moſt eminent in her, 
or molt adyantagious to themlelyes, ingraven in capical letters on 
their Porches'; 'ſuchas*Aza1 yn ( one of which I have ſeen at 
the houſe of that ingenious or to Antiquaries,M* Vernon, 
in Eſſex 
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inEſex, with no ſmall coſt and difficulcy digged up in a field 
neer Smyrna, and her with many other very antique Mo- 
guments brought by him into England) ale Fortune, Aver- 
rence, Blande, Calve, Vitree, Equeſtri, Fallaci, Auree, 5c. 


a large catalogue of which Appelfations we may read in Pliny 


(lib. 2 cap-7.)Plutarch (lib, de Forruna Romanorum.) and Na- 
ralis Comes (156. 4. Mytholog. cap. 9.) This Pliny, with ſome 
indignation at the ridiculous delirium of the world inthe Deifi- 
cation of this Non-extity, takes ample notice of in theſe words ; 


Toto mundo, & letis omnibus, omnibuſque horis, omnium wvoci- 


bus Fortuna ſola invocatur, una neminatar, una accuſatar, una 
eofitatar, ſola landatwr, ſola arguitur, & cum convitiis coli- 
wr; volubilis, 4 pleriſque vero & ceca etiam exiſtimata ; va- 
£4, inconſt ans, incerta, varia, indignornm fantrix : buic om- 
nia expenſe, huic omnia feruntur accepta; & in tota ratione 
wortalinm {ola ntramgque paginam facit;adeoque obnoxie ſumns 
lotis, ut Sors ipſa pro Deo fit, qua Dens probatur incertns. 


We are not ignorant (nor, in duety to. the preſervation of 
their memories yo ingratefull DetraRion, ought we to con» 
cal) ' how difficult it is for any manto impeach any one Philo- 
ſopber, among thoſe many, whole Names or Writings have 
titherto efcaped the. jawes of Oblivion, of this abſurd. Deluhon 
efaſcribing Divinity to Fortune. For though Plato (de legibus. 
bb, 4.) hath this ſaying; Dewm omnia, ac ſecundum Dewun 
Fartunam & Tempus omma gubernare; & Ariſtotle (2Phyſ. 4. 
affirmes that ſome there were, who held, Forraxam eſſe canſam 
quidem, ſed humane menti 6bſcuram ; & Stobens (Ecleſ. Phy 
&.) tells us of others, 2us partem aliquam Fortune, ex eo eſe 
ivinam cenſerent, quo quidam temere agentes optatum finem 
conſequerentur , ceteros vero prudentia mtentes optara de- 
firnerent ; who opinioned, that Fortune was in ſome part Di- 
wixe , for this reaſon, that ſomemen, who cnterprized their de- 
nes raſhly and inconfiderately, did notwithRtanding accom- 
them ſucceſsfully, and happily atrain their ends, while 
athers who grounded theirs upon che moſt apparent probabilicy, 
and managed the means conducing: to their procuration, with 
Qq great 


Article 5, 
All ſober Phi- 
loſopbers vin- 
dicared from 
the guilt of af- 
cribing Divinity 


to Fortune. | _ 


" Of Fortune, Chap.s. 


_ comprehenfible Allay of 


Article $. 
The Neceſlity 
and uſe of 41. 
legarical, Sym- 
bolical, and 
Emblematical 
Traditions, in- 
venced by the 
Ancients, 


great prudence and circumſpe@Qian, were however fooled in their 


attempts. craft in their hopes, andfruſtrated of their purpoſes, 
by the ſuddain intervention of ſome occult impediment, which 
as na Forecaſt could diſcover, ſa no Caution prevent : yet can» 
not all this be juftly interpreted any other then their wary and 
tacite Confeſſion of their Ignarance of the eryptick. ways, and 
imperceptible Ends of Pravidence Divize ; nor did theſe great 
Book-men ſpeak other then the Dialedt of the Hlitevate, and 
confarme their Expreſſions tothe cuſtomary notion of the Maul. 
zticude, when they referred to Fortune thoſ& Commnupente, 
which to the jadgement of Reaſon ſeemed to wane a Natural 
Scries of Cauſes proper for their induction, being as it weve qþ- 
eruded upon man by a power Swperwgrnral, 3. 6. fo far abowe 
the precaution of his Prudenge, as. the inveſtigation of his Suph 
exce. And though ſome few perhaps, whoſe Curiofity, was weak, 
but Superſtition ſtrong,may be found to have contribured toward 
the propagation of this'Breor.; yat cannot thee ip reafon be ex« 
tended tothe attainder of the major aad more judicious number 
of Philoſophers : who upon the firicteft exargination' of their 
Reliques,nauſt be found guilry of no moxe then the continuation 
of that kaudable cuftome of their Predeceſſors,in tranſ{initting the 
moſt abftruſe and difficukt ries of Science, in the more 

cal and Emblomatical eradi- 
tions ; and in this particular , what the Multitude' could not 
well underftand under the Metaphyſical notion of Providewe 
Dsvime, dif the confederations of Natural Canfes tothe 
produQtion of Events either aboye or befides their native and 
proper virtues, of, at leaſt, aboyethe inveſtigation of Reaſon; 
this they accommodated to weaker Capadatics , in- the eahe 
Reprefont ation of Fort wne. It 


We ſayd,the more comprehenfible diſyuiſe of Symbolical &-Ew- 
blematical Frans cauſe thonphto be concayed, 
that primgvous Antiquity uſed to invent Parables and Emblems 


cather to invellopethe Arcana of Phi and{6 conceal then 
from theprophaning, eyes of Ignorance , then' to render them 
more intelligible : yer Para ant Poectical FiQions =_ 
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duce 14m ad lumen e& illuſtrationem, quam ad involucrum & 
velam, as well to the illuſtration of darker, as the involution of 
' more evident peices of Truth ; as the Oedipus of this laſt Cen- 
tury, the Lo, S*. Alban (in prefat. ad lib. de Sapient, Veterum) 
hath acutely obſerved. 

Nor ought we to be fo yainly credulous as to admit, that the 
Ancients, — acquainted with Simplicity and Bene- 
volence, then Fraud and Envy, would expoſe their names to 
ifamy, and the juſt execration of ſucceeding Ages, by drawing 
a curtain of Alegories, Symbeliſms, and Siruilitudes, betwixt 
theeyes of Poſterity, and the naked glories of Verity ; there- 

to detain them in the moſt horrid darkneſs of Ignorance : 
elpecially while tis manifeſt, that ſuch was the rudenefs of the 
Uliterate in thoſe blinder times, when Contemplation was ac- 
counted inglorious Idlenefs, and Attion the only end of life, 
that moſt were either incapable of , or impatient 'of the fiudy 
requiſite to leam any thing, which was not reduced down to 2 
familiarity with Sexſe; and —_—_— that the profeſſors 
of Science had no other way left to infinuate the Maximes, 
and ſecret Conclufions in phyftology, into the narrow minds of 


- their. Schokars, bue by the mediation of their Senſes affetted 


with Corpereat Repreſentations, Which is alſo the reaſon, why 
Hieroglyphicks were much more ancient then Lerrers; and 
Parables then Arguments. 


Now, that the Philoſophers Deſcription of Fortune was only , Article 9. 
Emblematical ; needs no other remonftrance, but this of Pacw- ,;_ _P 


vines (apnd Anth. lib, 2. ad Herenniam) rune,only E m- 
Fortunam inſanam efſſe,c5 cecam tf brutam perhnbent Philoſophi, blemaical, 
Saxoque illam inftare globoſo predicant volubilem ; 

Ideo, quo ſaxum impulerit Fors, cadere e> Fortunam autumant. 

Cecam,ob eam rem eſſe iterant,quod mhil cernat,qus ſeſe applicet: 

Inſanam autem ainnt, quia atrox ; incerta, inſtabiliſq; ſit : 

Brutam, quia dignum atque indignum negat interneſcere. 

Philoſophers paint Forrane, mad and blind, 

Fix't on a Globe reyoly'd by every wind 

Q q 2 Of 


4 


Chap. $. 


Article 10, 
As alto the 
Images of 
Forrune fra- 
med by Pain- 
ters, and Sta- 
IHATIES. 


Ofc :- importing her to fall, 

=o gre rene. a whirling pedeftall. / 
Her eyes vaild over with the skarf of Night ; 
*Caule ſhe doth ne're diſtinguiſh wrong from right. 

F rantique , becauſe Unconitant, Giddy, Cruel 

To him, at night, who was, at morn, her Jewel, 
Irrational, *cauſe ſhe doth ne're elect, 

By merit, whom to grace, whom diſreſpe&, 


Nor had thoſe ingenious Painters and Sratuaries , whole 
happy Fancies invented an Alphabet of Things, and . compoſed 
a filent language of Figeres, intelligible by the eye, ro —_ 
the ſeveral attributes of Forewne ; any other defign, rhen by a 
— affeQation of the Senſe (the only Criterion of illiterate 

eads) to offer a gentle violence to the mind, and by a moſt 
familiar way of information , condut the captived thoughts 
through the labyrinth of rhe myſtery, to an eafy and durable 
perception of the Demtereſcope, or . Mythological intention; 
Thus the Scythians, as Piccolominens (in 8. grads Phileſoph. 
Moral.) telateth, had an Image of Fortune without feer; 
ſeafibly intimating , that the Goods . of Fortune muſt be be- 
holding to the leggs of Virewe , to ſupport them in the con- 
ſtant benignity of cheir nature ;- 5, e. chey fall to the ground, 
and periſh in a depraved uſe, unleſs they be managed by Pr«- 
dence. Thus the Smyrneans, as Panſanias (lib. 4. Meſrenico- 
rum, page 178.) hath recorded, had a ſtatue of Fortune, like 
Atlas, ſupporting the Pole with one hand, and holding in the 
other the Amalchzan Horn, or Copia Corn : intuitively im- 
porting the Uaiverſality "of her Empire, and that Riches are 
rather ſhowred down on the heads of Mortals, by the free 
bounty of Providence Divine , then colle&ed by the hands of 
Human Induſtry; which had I beheld, I ſhould inſtantly 
have refle&ted upon that obſervation of Salomon .( Eccleſ. 9. 
verſ. 11.) That the race ts not to the ſwift, nor the battell to 
the ſtrong, neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men 
of Underſtanding, nor yet favour to men of thill ; but Timt, 
and Chance happeneth alike to all, Thus others , pourtraying 

her 
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ber beſtriding a Serpent ; would haye the SpeRator intuitivel 
daderſtand from the theory of that Expreſs ; that Fortune holds 
the bridle ro Human Pr#dexce, and can ar pleaſure counter- 
mand che profoundeſt Policy, And others, by repreſenting her 
riding on a running Horſe, laſh'c on by Fate, which treads up- 
on his heeles; racitely inftruR the beholder, that Fortune muſt 
at laſt be overtaken, and vanquiſht by Deftiny. To conclude, 
a copious lift of many the like Emblemartical and Symbolical 
Idols of Fortune, together with their ſeyeral Significations and 
Mythologies ; the ranging. pen of Bernhardys Cefins (de Mi- 
weral. lib. 2. cap. 5. Set, 12,) hath colleQed; and exhibired 
together in one ſheet: and therefore we ſhould defraud the 
Curiofity of our Reader,not toremit him thither for more ample 
batisfaQion, 


Now from a-review of this diſquifition into the nature of For- 
rune, tis obyious to the meaneſt capacity that if we reſpe& onl 
the Prenation and Expeftation of human Reaſon, then none 
the moſt przciſe in Chriſtianity can juſtly quarrel at the cuſto- 
wary uſe of the Notion: but if we reſpe&t che influence and diſpo- 
fition of Providence Divine extended to all occurences in the 
world ; then none but the moſt barbarous, or Atheiſtical Igno- 
rance dare defend-it. Which diſtinion the learned Spondanus 
(in Comment. in Homeri 11iados libr. 7. pag. 123.) hath more 
fully and elegantly delivered thus ; Minime audiends ſunt, qui 
ſortium diſpen/ationem fortuitam eſſe dicunt. ud Ego tamen 
admitto, fs Homines tantum ſpeftavers : ſed ills etiam ex Pro- 
videntia Dei omnino pendent. Eo ſenſu etiam accipiendum eft 
nomen Fortune ; que enim confilio humano non fiunt, cauſan 
qu0ad nos non habent : ſedilla omnino Deus regit & moderatur.Y. 
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Article 1T: 
The review, 
the 
name of For- 
tune, in reſpeR 
to man * bur * 
deteſting ir, in 
reſpe& to God. - 
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The conveni- - 
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Of Fate. 


DA 


Snxcrx. I, 


2 15S not unknown to the meaneſt in the Com: 
monweale of Learning, that noleſs then an 


that Vatican of Books compoſed by Philoſo- 


= a hers of all times, concerning this perplexi 
> OTE | vert there being mc Diferats, 
bating thoſe , which the kindneſs of Time bath ſabRtrated) 
now extant thereupon, then any other ſubje&, that eyer exer- 
ciſed the cogitations = C_—_ mm be ac- 
knowledged by any, w the r IJatrophi- 
lological Freaiſe that judicious Parifran, rar Fog zo 
de Fato &- Vite Termine. Bur yer, fuch hath bin the fingular 
fortune of Fate, that it hath obtained an exemption from that 
oeneral Experiment, T or /ententie, quot Amtberes : there being 
found , upon a juſt audit of them all, fewer Opinions then 
Books concerning it; nay, what is one degree of wonder 
higher, a diligent ſcrutiny may ſoon explore, thar they all fall 
under the comprehenſion of only 7 wo Catholique Heads ;* ſome 
underſtanding Fare to be P_- Divinum ; a certain power 
Divine, and the reſt, Aliquid mere Natarale, a certain Con- 
Qitution merely Natnral. 
In the Claſſis of thoſe, who have conceived Pate to be 2 
Divine Power, the higheſt ſeat belongs to the Platoniſt and 


Stoick, ; according to whoſe doQrine, methodized and — 
marie: 


Age can ſuffice to the obſeryant leQure of | 
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maried by Pluterch (lib. de Fato) we may corifider it in a 
twofold Notion. 
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i 


Firſt, #5 fore, #t Subſtentia, 25 a Subſtance, In which ſenſe Article 2, 
ic is accepted for God Himſelf, or that ſempixernal Reaſon, or Whar the Pla- 
eftabliſh't merhod, according to whoſe tenor He hath praordai- 9m andStoich 
ned and diſpoſed All things in the World, and fo conneted _ 
Cauſes ro Cauſes, that all Events whatever, Arbitrary and (4, 2gia) a3a 
Fortuitous, -individually depend upon, and indeclinably reſult /ubfaxce. 
from that ſubalternate Series, or Complication of Efficients: 

For thus. #lato (in Times) one while affirmes that Fate is 5pſa 
Aniea Mundi, the very Soul of the Univerſe z and another 
while, Nature Vniverſs erernardtioac trx;\the eternal reaſon 
and. law; of: Nature: and thus: alſo bath Zexe and Chryſop 
are cited by P/utarch (5w 1. placir..28.) as defining Fate to be, 
Vit [piritnalts, ec Ratio ordings unitzerſa gubernanc, a Spiriunl 
Powes, and conflitution governing All things according to an 
oxdes eternally pretogitate-andb pradecreed. Andall the: reft 
of the SroicaT: Family, as well grneralhy quoced. by Diogomes 
Larrtins, as Ponetiss and Poſſtdonews (atleaſt, if He be the 
wwe Fether of that Book, de Afwndeo, vulgarly conſcribed'to 
Ar5fotle,, out of which: the text is extracted) quored by Srobe- 
we (Eid, Phy pe.) bave unanimonſly held, thar Fave was. the 
foe, with Ged, Fapiren; - and rhe” Univer/# Mens. To 
whom wemay julthy affbciate Seneca allo, who, (544. de Bexe- 
7 &2.: Nataxal, \ Qweſt. 45.) ſfayth, in downright terms; 
5 Fatum, fouem dinzerts, non mentierms: if you pleale to aſſert 
that Jvupicer and Fave are one and the lame thing, ſhall 
ſpeak the-truzh- | Hence comes it, tharthough Poets ſometimes 
reſes all events to. the procuration- of Jupiter ; and foinctimes 
again to Face: yer may rior the nicefh Coicick impeach them of 
Iacanftancy or Contradiction ; faace thoſe Ferms' Uiffer in 
i jhe found, not in the notion; as fignifying one and the ſame 
Evernal P rinciple , di + the virtues and confpirations of 
+ | ll ſecond. Canſes to : the opportune effeRing of Events, de- 
4 | figned by is folf, and fo made indedtinable. Thus Homer, 
iatroduciry Agememnon as pleading 'his excuſe for beigg 
ioftrumental: 
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inftrumencal'to a misfortune ,, makes him incriminate upon 
Fate and 7»piter at once, in theſe words : 


'Eq03 o 3% arms hp) 
"AM Zivs , x) Mott —_——— 
Non Ego Canſa, 

Verum Jupiter & Fatum, 


Secondly, as "Erigyua, ut Aﬀtur, as an AF, according to 
And  whaz Which Acceptation, we may underſtand Fate, partly to be ipſum 
{;Evigyua) Dei decretum , the very Decree or abſolute Command of God, 
as an Encrgy or Whereby He hath derennined all Events to Neceſſity of Futu- 
Aft : together rition ; from whence the Latin word, Fatwm, importing a 
_ _ &- Decree pronownced, is by « Gramwarians derived :. and partly, 
i = m4 of. 3pſum ordinem, ſeriem, vel concatenarionem Canſarum, itt nat#- 
ſundry Appel- 74 ſtatutam; the order, ſeries, or ſubalternate concatenation 
lations, the of Cauſes, according to whoſe preſcripe tenor all Events ptz-- 
Stoichs bave deſtined come to pals, in reſpe& to. the Decxee pronounced, 
—_ vpn Forthus much may be colle&ed from that Definition of Fate 
0 aſcribed to P/ato by Platarch (de Fato) wiz. oft lex Adraſtee, 
the law of Divine Juſtice, configning to every thing, what is 
convenient to its nature, and which no man can elude, or in- 
fringe : but more perſpicuouſly from that notorious one of Chry- 
ſppus, Fatuwm eſt 7 para quedam ac indeclinabilis ſeries 
rerum, & catena volvens qo” mp .& 1wplicans : per arernos 
conſequentias ordines, tx ' qnibns . adapta , - connexaque 'eſt ; 
which we have formerly introduced, and interpreted, in our 
Chap. concerning the Mobility of the term of mans life.” To 
which, for more aſſurance, we may annexthie reſpeRiye fignifi- 
cation and importance of each. of thoſe various Appeliativer, 
which the' Stoicks haye accommodated to Fate, For they have 
named it (T) Eiuaguiry, becauſe *tis a connefted ſeries ,' or 
ſubalternately-dependent ſyntax of Cauſes and EffeRs : 
(2) Newpopirn, becauſe it inyolyes and contains All things in / 
that definiteand invariable concatenation : (3) 'Arayxn, becauſe 
all Events are the Neceſſary defignations thereof., or, becauſe it 
{ef is alſo under the ſame reſtraint of an. immutable definition : 


(4) 


Artide 3. 
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(4) *Adydoum, becauſe no atrempe can prevail to an alteration 
infringement of its tenor : (5) Alex, becauſe ic is a Conſtirution 
Eternal : (6) Niwune, becauſe it is a diſtribution made toevery 
Individual : (7) ypsey, becauſe it comprehends whateyer is, by 
Conlignation, due to every man : ($) Kip, becauſe as the ori- 
ginal, fo alſo the Diſſolution of all things is ſubje&to its ap-= 

intment : Mozpe, Parca, becanſe it 1s the peculiar Lot or 
Portion-deſtined to every man. But as for this zquiyocal De- 
norwinative, Parca ; inſfomuch as itnot onely determineth the 
Rate of all other things in general, but alſo the Life of man in 
ſpecial, q#afs Nendo, asic were by ſpinning out a thread of 
commenſurate longitude : thereupon did Hefrod ( in Theogs.) 
dichotomize it into three diſtin ſpecies ; viz. (1) "Argome, 
ayes to the Irrevocability of time paſt, which exaQly re- 
ſembleth a thread already ſpun, and wound upon the reel or 
fuze; (2) Kawle, in reſpe& to the Decurrent, or Preſent 
time, which reſponds to a thread now in twiſting, in the hand 
of the Spinſter, (3) Adysor, inreſpeRt to the Future, or Lot 
yet remaining behind to every man, which holds an analogie to 
Flax not yet ſpun off the diſtaff. Which is the Summarie of 
Poſſidonins (de mundo) and Apuleins (10. de repub.) their 
Mythologie of the ingenious Figment of the Three Faral Siſters, 


Sucr, IL. 


FN the other C/afis of Philoſophers, who have apprehended 

Fate to be Res pure Natxuralis, a Conſtitution 'meerly 
Natural, deyoyd of all Divinity, nor dependent upon any eter- 
nal Decree ; we find a ſobdiviton of two different Sefts. For, 

(0) Lows have propoſed to themſelyes a Series of Natural 
Cauſes, ſo harmoniouſly adapted and linked together by mutual 
reyinQion , that the. poſterior being continually ſuſpended on 
and moyed by the przcedent. performe their operations com- 
pulſovely, 5. e. they cannot but do, what they do: fo that 
thereby is inferred a Neceſſity ſo abſolute, that it admits of = 

| R cr 


Article r-- 
The ſecond 
Claſsis of Phi 
laſophers, whe- 
i'nderſtood. 
Faie to be a 
Conſticution 
meerly N aturaÞ 
ſubdividedinco- 
2 diſtin&Seftss 
viz, (1) thoſe 
who affert the 
Immaabllity 
& Inevitability 
of Fate 3 (2) 
thoſe who de- 
fend the poſit- 
bility of its Al. 
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ther Evaſion , nor oppoſation ; fach a necefſiry, as would be no 
whit inferior to the Stoicks Lex Adamanring, or Adraſten, 
formerly mentioned; if this only difference be allowed, that ac. 
cordingrto that, Fate would be a Chain of Cauſes conſtituted 
by God ; but accordingts this, a fubakernate ſeries of Cauſes, 
whoſe Conltirution, redprocal concutenation, and eternal du- 


ration are made by, and dependent upon «2 /c/f, and is therefore 


no leſs Neceſſary and Invariable then the other. And 

(2) Others have, indeed, likewiſe allowed a Series of natu- 
ral Cauſes mutually cornplicated; but yet have they reputed, 
that the Inferior Cauſes in this chain are not ſo-dependent epoy, 
nor commoyed by the Superior, buttharc they may be inpraed 
from doing thoſe things, which by the impulte of their inheretr 
Efficiency , and without the intervention of any impediment, 
ochereih they would havedone. Tmppeded, we ſay, yu 
purely Contingent , or Counter Agents endowed with, and 
uſing the Arbitrary Liberty of their Will. 


Artide 3. The Coryphes, or Leaders of this Se& of Philoſophers, wert 
The Leaders Heraclitus, Empedocles, Lencippes, Parmenides, and (who 
of the Firſt took the right hand of all the others) Democritns ; as we have 
S:@,Heraclitss, found upon the lift of Cicero (de Fare.) For, albeic the Founds- 
O__ tion of his Phyſiologie was the ſame with that of Epicurar, 

ppus, P ay- , © . be uy 
menides, and Fortuito fattum eſſe mundum, that the Univerſe was made by 
chiefly Demo» Chance; which Hypotheſis we have formerly explained, ext 
Critas. mined, and exploded : yet did He ftrenuouſly endeyour to im- 
pole thereupon this diſagreeing ſuperſtruture, Fato omnia fieri, 
that all things are &ffeQed by Fare ; confounding rwo moſt cope 
trary Notions, meer Contingency, and incluftable Neceſriey. 


Article 3, If any demand, how we can juſtify this our Accuſation of 
Democritxsjult- Democriens ; we anſwer, that it may be genuinely colleted 
—_ with f:om hence : that it was his opinion, that Forewee is nothins 


of Lanes, elſe in reality bur Natwre, and that Nature is bound, by te 
Fate :andhis oWa adamantine laws, to do what ſhedoth, in all pa 


doatinecon- For the Firſt of theſe pofitions, that Natwre awd Fortane «ft 
cerning it.con" 74exrical;we cannot much difpure:fince allthe Actribures of For 
ciſelyrehearſed. tug 
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tune are bur ſurrepritious and uſurped from Nature; nor doth 
Fortune, in a meer philoſophical Senſe, import more then 
Mans [gnoraxce in the Ds boxi of many Effe&s, which Nature 
oduceth, or are at leaſt produced by natural means, For the 
Second, that Natare is its own Fate, or, more expreſly, that 
Nature being only a conftitution of Cauſaliries relulcing from 
Chance, wie a forruitous diſpoſition and ſeclement of the 
UVaiverſal Matter,in thas Figure the adſpeRableWorld now bea- 
reth ; doth neceſſicate her telf to the cauſation of all things : 
this He hath conceived infercible from this proceſs of reaſon. 
Atoms ( ſaith He, apu#d Magnuenum ) being the Catholique 
Principle, of which all things conf, have an jngenite or con- 
natural Motive Faculty eſſentially inhzrent ; by the unceſſane 
aQtivity whereof they are perpecually agitated or commoyed : 
and all things, by coaleſcence compoſed of Atoms, cannot bur 
conforme to the ſame motions, by which their principles are 
commoved. And fithence ſome Atoms tending one way, are 
by the occurle and juſtling of others diverted to another courle ;; 
both the Diverting and Diverted from the dire& line of their 
native tendency, cannot but obſerve, cantinue and purſue thoſe 
neceſſary motions. By the ſame reaſon, ſome bodies, compoſed 
of concreted Atoms, as they are prxcipitaced one way, bythe 
impulſe of their own coeſlential _— , by the occurſation, 
and arijetation of others ſteering a different courſe, be deflected 
from the perpendicular of their motion congental, to ſome other 
rranſverſe, oblique, reCtilinear, &c. fo that both the DefleRing. 
and DefleQted cannot bur obſerve, continue, and purſue thoie 
compulſive motions. And this, in General, is that Fate, or 
Neceſiity, whereby Democritxs would have all things eſlicted, 
2nd by which the World was at firſt compoſed, in the ſame 
Figure, we ſpeculate at this day ; for, as the Univerſal Principle, 
Atoms, concurring, crowding, rebounding reciprocally, in an 
infinite ſpace, by the agitation of their own inexiſtent Faculty, 
could not bur conyene , coaleſce, and .cohzre into any* other 
Forme, but what they did : ſo now having acquired that forme 
by Chance, canthey nor either change ir, or not oblerye and * 


"execute thoſe motions begun,and by the mediation or interceſſhon 


Rr 3 whereof 
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whereof all Events are brought to paſs. For, in Platarch, 
(r. placit, 26.) He fayth plainly, Neceſſitatem nihil eſſe alind, 
þ mv gogdy, x Thy @Mnyvs x} Hy dovmunizy Tis VAN, quam lation 
nem, percnſſionem, repercuſſionem Mareriz ; that Neceſſity is 


terial Principle ofall things, 5. e. of Atoms. From hence we 
have an opportunity to interpret chat pafſage in Simpliciu 
(2. phyſic. comment- 59.) that ſome of the Ancients beld an 
opinion, -that *Avd:yxn vant, Material Neceſsity was the ole 
Caufatrix of all Effe&s ; in reſpe& that the Marter of Bodies 
is not idle and unaRive, as moſt have dreamt, but unceſſantly 
operative ; and that, not by impreſſion, but »herency, as be- 
ing to ir ſelf the Principiam 4 quo of all its motions. And 
this we here touch upon , opportunely to diſcriminate this 
Do&rin from that of others, who conſtituted a meer Formal, 


world ; wherher that Agentbe fimply Natural, according to 
the Phyſiology of Ariſtotle ; or Primus Opifex, the Firſt Ope- 
rator, according to the hypotheſis of Plato, and the Stoicks, 
who alſo ſometimes radicated that Neceſſiry, whereby Evils 
are continually exiſtent in the world, in the Matter thereof, as 
. Seneca (de Provid. 5.) excufing the non ablation of Evil by the 
Creator, ſayth poſitively, Nonpoteſt Artifex mutare materiam, 
it was not in his power to Abſtca&t it, becauſe not to alter the 
Matter, But, not to leave our Explanation of Democrita: 
Fatum Materiale imperfe& ; we may, from what hath prz- 
ceded, perceive at what mark theſe words of his were directed; 
Neceſsiratem, qua omuia fuunt, eſſe &+ Fatum, & Inſtitiam, & 
P rovidentiam, opificem mundi (apnd Platarch. 1. placit. 45.) 
that the Neceſsity , whereby all things are effeted, is both 
Fate, Fuſtice, Providence, and Maker " World : viz, this, 
that the Series of things, in which the reaſon or eſſence of Fate 
doth confilt, could not have bin otherwiſe conſtituted; that upon 
this Series it depends, why one thing is accounted Juſt, and 
another Unzuſt; why the world is governed thus, and all things 
proceed according to the przſeat method, and no other ; and 
why the adſpeQable form of the Univerſe was made ia all points 
: reſponſible 
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nothing elſe but the Lation, Percuſſion, Repercuſſion of the ma-. 


or Agent Neceſſity, diſtin& from the material principle of che 
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Tenorance, or Dimne 


refponfible ro what it now holds, &c. For, He referred the 
Cauſation of all things to thoſe newly explicated congenial mo- 
rions of Atoms ; and fo conceived that even the Soul, or Mind 
of man (which He alſo fancied to be a certain Contextwre of 
ſpberical or orbicular Aroms) is variouf] agitared, not only 
by thoſe snternal motions of its own inſenfible particles, which 
vary according to its individyal Complexion (5. e. the Atoms 
compoſing the Soul of a Melancholy man, are of one ſort, at leaſt 
of one contexture ; thoſe of a Cholerick, of another ; thoſe cf a 


b 


Phlegmatick, of a third, &c,) but alſo by thoſe Extradvenient 


- motions cauſed by Obje&ts; by whoſe Species, or Images 


incurrent (which Atoms alſo conftitute) the Mind cannot but 
be Arrrafted,if they be conſentaneous and alleQtive, or grateful, 
for not be found, if they be difſentaneous and repulſive, or 
iogratefull. That, if the Mind be not alwaies alle&ted by At- 
traQtive Species ; the reaſon is, becauſe at the ſame inſtant 
there ' occur unto it the more potent follicitations of their 
Conttary, Averting Species : and if it be not alwaies Averted 
by Repellent ; the reaſon is equal, viz, becauſe at the ſame in- 
ſtant it is more ſtrongly lollicite4 by their Contrary, Atrtraftive 
Species. That dinner, the Mind cannot but be carried on 
toward Good, or that which is gratefull and alleRive , ſo long 
as it diſcovers no Evil admix:t thereto : nor not be averted from 
Evil, or what is ingratefull and averſant, fo long as it perceives 
to Good to be commixt therewith. That therefore , the Mind 
cannot, when two Goods are objected, but purſue the greater 
Good}; as that which attraRteth more potently : nor, when 
two Evils are objeRted , but avoyd the greater; as that where- 
by it is averted more potently. That, when two objeQts, the one 
Good, the other Evil, at the ſame time preſent their Spegies ; 
it cannot but negle& che Good, ſo long as the Evil averts more 
potently then the Good atzracts : nor not be carried towards 
the Good, while the Evil averts more weakly, andthe Good 
attrats more ſtrongly. Finally, that fince, by-reaſon of the 
4 of the Mind, it doth frequently not per- 
ceive the Evil conſequent upon its proſecution of ſome Good ; 
therefore is it ſubje& to Deception 1n ſome caſes, and is _—_ 
carrie 
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carriedon to that, from which it ought to have bin ayer- 
ted : nor perceive-the Good that is conſequent upon its proſe cu= 
tion of ſome Evil, and is therefore, as often averted from that 
object, to which it ought to haye bin converted, But notwith- 
Randing, inſomuch as all objefts, by this and no other way, 
occur unto, and afﬀfe& the Mind ; ill it cannot but Neceſsarily 
be caggied whither it is carried ; nor but be averted from thar, 
from which it is averted: and conſequently, that there remaing 
to it only 4 Deſire of Trmth, 1,e. that no Counterfeir Species 
may occur, but that all objets may _ ſuch as in reality 
they are, nor Good be (concealed under 

Evii, nor Evil gilded ore with the tplendid femblance of Good, 
For this is the ſumme of what Empiricns (2. adverſ. Phyſic.) 
makes Democritus to haye defiderated , when He layd , 
Egx8) iualywr USorev Tyyoruy, Exoptat rerum imagines 
conſentaneas poſſe nanciſci, Now, by this complex Argumen- 
ration, Nemocritss may be underſtood to have. inferred ; that 
though ſome Actions ſeem ſituate within the precinRs of our 
own juriſdiQion, or that it is abſolutely in our power to Ele, 
or Rejef this or that objeRt; inſomuch as every mans ex- 
perience doth demonſirate to him, that he doth and can con- 
fulr and deliberate about the Good and Evil of Objects, and 
aQually eleRing the one, refuſeththe other ; and that, not by 
Compulfion, but Freely : yet notwithſtanding is nothing really 
ia our power, becauſe not only the occaſion of our Conſultation, 
but allo the Conſultation it ſelf is impoſed upon us by inevita- 
ble Neceſiity. Firſt, that the Occaſion of Conlulcation (or 
the Exhibition of many objeQs, which almoſt equally affeRiog 
the Mind, and by reaſon of the #quipondium of their Verifi- 
mility, or moments of Good, holding it ſuſpended in zquilibrio, 
of neceffity ingage it to a Deliberation) cannot but be impoſed 
upon us ; we conceive it not obſcure to him, who ſhall deduce 
the conducing Series of things from a due Epoche, or height, 
and analytically undoe the chain of Cauſes : and Serand!y, 
that alſo the a& of Conſultation is a Neceſrary Effect, is magi- 
& from hence, that when two objects occur tothe mind, © 
equally ArttraRtive , that their Apparencies of Veility, -or 


Przſentations 


diſguſting vizard of | 
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Pceſentations of Good, are 2quilibrated, and reciprocally coun- 
terpoiſe each other ; the mind muft of necethicy be agitared by 
a kind of Flnftnarron, and detained in the ſulpence of {ndiffe- 
rency, or Indetermination, or Conſultation, untill it acquicſce 
in its E/e#ion of that Obje&, whoſe preſentation of Vrilicy 
ſeems to przponderate the others Which,zquitably audiced, 
amounts to Do more then this ; that E /eft10z is nothing but the 
proſecution of an ObjeR which either really is, or at Jeſt ſeems 
more Good; and that a ſpontaneous one, without all coation or 
renitency:in refpeRt char man doth both ſpontaneouſly affeft.and 
willingly proſecute Good. And that you may not admire this bokel 
aſſertion, viz, that both the Occaſion and Conſultation, and 
free, or rather libent Eleion of Objects, arc all Jinks in the 


Chain of Fate, and ſo comprehended under this Natural Neceſ-- 


fity, propugned by Democricns : the Sroicks intercept your 
ads, by obtruding another as ſtrange, 95z, that it depends 
onthe ſame Concatenation of things, that you now read this our 
diſcourſe of Fate , as Manilizs (lib. 2.) Hoc quoque fatale eſt, 
fic ipſum expendere Fatum. And this, becauſe whateyer ACtion 
of any man you ſhall ſuppoſe ; it can be no difficulty, according 
to this Hypotheſis, to find out the proxime Cauſe exciting him 
thereanto, and to refer that Caufe to the permotion of another 
remote one, and that third tothe permotion of a fourch, char 
fourth, to the induRtion of a fifth, &c. unravelling the ſeries of 
Canfes, ſo that it muſt at length be inferred, thar that _— 
aRion could not bur follow 1ipon 'thoſe other aRions ſubalcer- 
tarely przcedent, and conſcquently, that it maſt be, as Dem- 
critss would have it, Fatal, or Neceſsary. Which opinion 
Ariſtstle ardently impugneth (» 1b. de Interpre.cap. $.) when 
the verity and necefſity of Propoſitions, He contends to 
evince ; thar'thongh of two oppoſite fingular propoſitions, which 
concern 2 thing either Prererite, or Prc/ext, one muſt be true, 
the otherfalſe : yet the Canon holds not in two Contrary fin- 
piar propoſitions, which'concera 'a thing Furgre ;the Verity of 
one not neceffitating the Falſgy of 'the other, For, as He 
tiereargnes, if every Affirmation, or Nepation concerning 2 
thing to come, were true 'or falſe, ex Nereſritare; then would 
the 
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Artick 1, 
The Principal 
of the Second 
SeQ, Ariſtotle 
and Epicwrus. 


Article 2. 


The Grounds 


the Futurity of any thing include a Neceſſity of its Futurition,j.e 
whatever is Fatwre would be Neceſſary, and on the contrary, 
whatever-is' not Future, would be Nor-necefſary : and upon 
juſt inference, nothing could remain either Forewitous, or Arbi- 
trary ; which to admit, is an Incongruity. ſo manifeſt, that the 
repugnancy of every mans Experience deteRts it ; an Incom- 
modity 0 intolerable, that it not only dilparageth, but con- 
fureth irſelfs | And this, if there be any Fidelity in the records 
of our Memory, is the Summary of chai Theory, who have 
apprehended and aſſerted Fate to be a meer Natural C —_ 
fon of Canſer, ſubatternately connefted ; as not dependent on 
any. thing Divine, nor any Eternal Decree ; ſo not capable of 
any witation or interruption, by the intervention of any Im- 
pediment, purely Fartuitons, or Connter-altivity of any Arbie 
trary Agent. 


LA 


Sxcr:; III. 


N the other Diviſion of Philoſophers , who alſo conceded ' 


Fate to be a meer Natural Conftitution of Cauſes ſubalter- 
nately. dependent, &c. but yer denied the inevitable or ne- 
ceſlary., inſequution of all Effe&s upon that concatenation ; 
allowing the poſſibility of its mutation, or interruption by either 
Chance, or mans Free will: the Principal are Ariftotle and 


of che Authors Epicar NS. 


imputing the 
laden beck 


of Fares Iden- 


tity with Nas 
ture, and the 
poſſibility of 


its Mutation & from his own. words, in fundry 


Declination,by 


either Fortwitous 


or Arbitr 


Antagoniſts, * 


wo Anſtotle. 


Firlt, as for Ariſforle,; that He held Fate, or fatal Neceſſiry 
to be nothing but yery Nature, or {if you. like it better) every 
particular Cauſe afting ſecundum ſuam naturam, nutaralemve 
duttam, according to its proper or natural Virtue ; is manifeſt 
places of his Writings, To 
particular ; (1) be ſayth (i 2-phy/. cap. 6.) Ea generationes, 
accretiones, & alterationes que vietente ſunt (ut dum ex 
arte, & ob delicias , cogimus plantas aliquas premature 
pubeſcere, 


SETS SE APPS 3HAAMRMRMHAWS=_Creoo ace ca. ..C... 


, 2" AE ED. A. ei. 


. very 


n—_ —_— 


— —{_ — 


Chap: 9. Of Fate, 


—_ 8. 


pubeſcere, adoleſcerd ne) efſe ix be en Faiths, but of 


nou Natxrales ; ing Fatal Effetts to be meerly Natsral. 


And (2) He ſayth (1 Meteorol. cap. ultim.) yplyor trucpuiroy, 
Fatalibus temporibus magnas —_ rel hr ar ante 
exceſſus, quibus creentur ailuvia, contingere ; eomodo, quo &r 

conting it hyems ſtatis anm temporibus : which rightly paraphra- 

ſed, imports thus much ; that as Winter, the Sun receding from 

our climate, at ſome certain period of the yeer, according to the 

Ecliptick progreſs conſigned unto ir by Natuse, is the r 
effect of the Suns remove to larger diſtance ; eyen ſo are hard 
Winters, and immoderate rains, the regular effe&s of ſome pe- 
riodal ConjunRions of the Planets, proceeding in their motions 
according tothe ſerled Conſtitutions of Nature. From whence 
we have at advantage to obſcrye, that though Stobews (Ecl. 
Phyſ.) tells us ; Ariſtorelem non tam exiſftimaſſe Fatum eſſe 
Canſam, quam modum Canſe advenientem rebus ex neceſſitate 
ſftatutis ; that Ariſt, conceived not Fate to be ſomuch a Cauſe, 
as the manner of a Cauſe, adyenient to things determined by 
Neceffity :- yet nevertheleſs are we ſo to comment upon this his 
nice deſcant, as that we underftand, Fate not to be any new kind 
of Cauſe, but Nature herſelf, which, in reſpe& to her Agency, 
iscalled a Canſe, and in reſpe& to the certain, L_—— and ne- 
ceflary manner or way of her ating, is called Fate. And, that 
He ——————_— Error, v5. that all Agents, included 
in this Univerſal Subalternation, a& ex inevitabils neceſſitate, 
or cannot but doe, what doe ; is not obſcurely intimated in 
this, that He defined Fate to re Natwre- Since the Works 
of Nature are not effeRted © 1, Re as may 


be boldly concluded from the frequent es.not only in 
Genergrion, which is commonly C_—_ the interyention of 
any indiſpoſition.or impatibility of Matter, and other refafti 


Accidents ; but alſo in Generous and yirtuous Minds, 

eaily ſubdue and countermand thoſe ſtrong inclinations, or pro- 

penlies to Ayarice, Luxury , Audacity, Incontinency &c. 

which may not: unjuſtly be eſteemed the genuine Effects of their 
contlicuten Principles ; and branches that ſhootup from 

the root of their CopenabTappetenens, - Upon which craſon, 

ly we 
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Article 3. 


Epicurus una- 
nimous roAyiſt, 


we may conjefture, that Ariſe. reflefted, wheo He fayd of So 
crates, preter natwrem, ac fatuw {unw, continens evaſit : 
He acquired an Habit, of Contimency,even in ſpite of the contrary 
ſolicitation of his individual Nat are, and p articular Fate, 


Secondly, as for Epicurns ; that his thoughts made an Uniſon 


wih thoſe of Ariſtotle, in the key of a 1V on-exeluttable Fate, is ' 


inthe point of ſufficiently conſtant from hence ; that having admitted a-certam 


Phyfecal and 


Elufiable Ne- 


cellicy, 


Article 4+ 


The ſcope of al ; fo hath He outdone him, by m 


Epicurus his 


Figment of the 
Declination of N 


Atoms in the 
human Soul : 


and bis Accom- totally 1 


modation 


thereof to the 
tuition of mans 


Liberty, eplco: ail (dt nw. Salers, Y thas; the! dxodiow of the Declination = 
mixed. £ 


Neceſſity Natural mthis{entence, Natwram 4 rebus, ipſarum- 
ve ſerie, (S1H2xY$ve m4 8, dvarynadiver) doceri, cogique, five 
weceſcitate agi (in Epiſt. ad Herodotuws: ) He yer denied the 
inevitability, or Abſoluteneſt thexeof, in another Fragmene 
of his revived, by Stohegs (in Ec. Phyſ.) where He delivers as 
2 general Canon, Omnia: fiers trinm 'medoruns aliquo, (zat 
erdyum x7! acgdipiny, x7! wynr) Neceſsitate, Conſiltia, Fortuna, 
For, [ns er Fortune, and —_ or mans = 
will equal competitors in the empire of the world with Nece/s:- 
ty Natural, He manifeſtly excludes it from being mwyny S207 
715, lole Deſper ox Monarch, and reſerves tothe two others an 
equal dominion. Which aſſurance may _ ented 
by the ſuperaddition of this allo ; that Cicero (de Fato) intro» 
ducing Epicwrss difputing about the verity of Future Events, 
makes him deny, with Ars/torle, that of two contrary fingular 
Enunciations about .a. thing to come, the one mult be true, and 
the other falle : ſubneRing ' this reafon ; Nwulld eft in natere 
talis Necoſoitas « 


And, certainly, as He ſtood equal with Ari/forle, in the deni- 
any degrees, in his.cnde- 
yours for the Refutation of this unſound opinion of an Aþſolute 
2 inſomuch as he excogj 
Declination of Atoms : (tlluf inthe incomparable Com-= 
mentary of Gaffends:r) as 2 motion, which onceconceded, doth 
inge the indi e rigor of Fate, and conferye an 
Evaſary- or ning Li for the Mind of man, This 
Platarch us, in-rwe! perſpicuous texts = (x) when He 


of 


his Hypothefis of the 
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of Atoms in the Human Soul, was ſubtilly invented by Epicura, 
Ts its mv Cone i ny nmepuiotaly, wi eg” July wi d-rwibnes, 
that Fortune might be brought on the theatre of the world, 
there to a& her part, and the Arbitrary power of man mighr 
not be abrogated : (2) when He declares (de Sroic, repub;) 
that the fame Epicurns ( [eſe i» omnem partem verſare, ingent- 
amque contendere gin id incumbendo, ut quomod0c anque 4 mrione 
ſempiterna liberum tueatur Arbitrium, ac pravitatem eſſe in- 
calpabilem non patiatur;) rack*c all theneryes of his wit, to find 
out 2 way for the proteQion of mans Free will, and ſo that evil 
might-not pratend.to inculpablity. 

' h : we may not train along the thoughts of out 
Reader, our of the direct tract of our przſent Therneamo' a wide 
Digreſſion concerning Epicxrws his whole Romance of the Dr= 
clinatien of Atoms inthe Soul, eſpecially having lately remitted 
him toGaſſexdxs his accompliſht Comment thereupon : yer can 
we not impede his progreſs along the treight line. of method, 
here toarreft him, while we informe him. briefly, How he ac» 
commodated that fiction to the yindication of mans Liberty 
from the inexorable CoaRtion-of Fate. We conceive, thac Epi- 
curnus, haying obſeryed 3 kinds of Motion in Animals, but prins 
cipally in Man, viz. Natrat, Violent, and Volantary ; took 
irfor granced, that the primary Cauſe of cach was tobe deduced 
from roms, the. Prixcipiam quo. of all motion : and here- 
upon concluded, that the ſpring/'of all Nat#ral motion, was 
the primary motion congenial or inhzrentto Atoms, viz. that 
whi h Moydiclogy calls the motion of Gravity,whereby an Atom 
is oprzcipnated 4d lineam rett.am, to 2 perpendicular ; that the 
ſpring of all Yiolewt'motion, was themotion of Reflexion, or thar 
Chick, ariſeth from occurfation, arieration, or repercufſion of one 
Atom by another, 'whereby'the Atom reflected, is carried ac 
lineam obliqnam ; and lady, thatthe ſpring of all Voluntary 


motion was the motion of Declination, rowhich no region is 
determined, nor: time prafixt. 
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But might not Democrits, and other Defendants of Abſolute 


An Exceptios, Neceſsity natural, have exc againſt rhis, as inſufficient to 
in the name of the protedion of mans Evaſory Freedome, by retuming ; that 
Demoeritss,  1ecauſe this motion of Declination is no leſs Natwrel (tbr it is 


deriyed from no other principle, but Atoms themfelyes) then 
that of Gravity ; therefore doth it (hill remain, that All things 
arceffe&ed by Fate, as well when Epicurxs his Hypothelis is 
conceded, as before. Inſomuch as all things, which were to come 
to pals, by reaſon of thoſe yarious motions of Arietation, Repuls, 
Declination &c. by an eternal ſeries, and kind of ſubalternate 
Concarenation, are conſequent one upon the: heels of anocher ; 
and particularly chat eyent of Cognition and Appetirion, to which 
mans Liberty appertains ; and ſo are brought to | mm an 
equal Neceſsity, For, that the Mind of man may diſplay , or 
exccute that Liberty Eleftive, whereby. it affeRs and prolecutes 

any object, conceive it to be ah Apple ; neceſlary it is, that the 


Image or Species of that Apple be firſt ecnitred from:ir, and bei 
mnngaltred through che medgacory organs of ſight, invade, , 
and commoyvethe Mind.to.know, or apprehend ic. N eq 
the Apple, beforceit can transfule its-yifible Species to. the eye, 
chat it. be put in ſome. place convenient. for adſpe&, by him, 
yy fromthe tree: or receiyed ir elſewhere. .Neceſſa- 
, thatthe Free; which borethat apple, be firftgeneraced by 2 
ed, and nouriſhed by. the-moiſture of: theearth, concoRed by 
the heat of the Sun, Neceflary that that Seed be derived from a 
former apple, andthat from a former tree, planted in this or that 
determinate place, at this or that determinate. time : and fo by 
retr on to the beginning 6f the world, when both'the-Earth, 
andall its:V e- {eeds had-their origination fromthe Con- 
curſions and: Complexions of Atoms ; which. could not (bei 
agitatedby the impulſe of their own inherent: Faculty Motive) 
but convene and coaleſce, and: acquieſcein thoſe Fi , thoſe 
ſituations, at that time, Again, if the Sowd, or Mind be allo a 
Contexture of orbicular Atoms; thoſe Atoms muſt have bin. 
cortained in the Sperm af "the Parents; muſt haye confluxed 
thither from certain meats and drinks, as alſo from the Aer and: 
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heams of the Sun ; thoſe me ars muſt haye bin ſuch and no other: 
and ſo ſabalternately ſucceſſive frometernity, the Event wilt be 
found to come to paſs by the ſame Adamanti ne Neceffity, what» 
ever of the Cauſes, lateral or concurrent (which muſt run up to 
an account beyond all Logarithms) you ſhall pleaſe to begin at. 
Becauſe from Eternity Cauſes have fo cekagd to Canſes, that 
the laſt cauſes could not But concurr ; which: being: deduced in> 
toaR, the Mind could not but know, and knowing affeR, or 
defire that particular objeR, viz. the Apple. And whats 
here ſaid of Casſes, the ſame in all points is to be underſtbod 
alſo of Aroms, which conftiture thoſe cauſes, and from whoſe 
copgenial motions the: Caules derive thofe their Aforions, by 
which they attain to be- Caules: 


* To this Exception, that we may c ſe ſome Reſponſe, ſuch 
2s may ſeem Conſentaneous to the Do&trine of Epicwrw, and to 
contain! ſomewhat of + pare 6 at leaſt; we nuſt uſurp the 
liberty to afſume > that ſach. is- the Contexture of Atoms in the 
Soul, or Mind, its Declinant Atoms can break that Rigidity 
ariſing from other Atoms, and ſo make itsnature Flexile roan 
part; in which: Flexility, the root of Liberty doth confi, 
And therefore, che mind, being alleAed- by the Species of any 
objeRt; is indeed "carried 'rowards* that objeRt ; bur fo, that if 
another obje& ſhall inftantly- occurr, whoſe AttraRion is zqui- 
valent, it may again be inyited by, and carrie towards that ob- 
je alſo: ſo that, defleRing' from the firlt, ir may become #quis« 
Ibrated or indifferent to 'cicher part ; which, deubtleſs, is ro be 
Free, or Arbitrary.” Ard that the Mind; being thits conſtituted 
and” * trenr, doth at determine ſelf rather 

to one thenrhe othet- part ; this arifeth from hence : thar the 
mpreſcion of one Speries is more violent then of the other ;- and 
conſequently that the El#&5on ſucceeds, upon the 4 _ on 
of that obje&, whoſe ſpecies- appears either poſitively good, or 
tompararively more good, Finally, / that the Mind, when it & 
leteth'or willeth any obje& 7 is as it were the principal Machine, 
or*t11aiy" Springi' by whoſe. motions all the Faculties, and the 
members deftinate to- execution are excited, and-carried thither, 
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forme to the 


Pbyfiology of: 
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of Fate, Chaps. 
whicher the Mind tendeth.: and this by mediation of the Spirits 
diſcurrent, or rather tranſmitted through all parts of rhe body, 
All which Lucretius fully expreficth in theſe Verſes ; 


18 
1 


Declinanm item motus, nec tempore certs, 

Nec regione loci certa ; ſed ubi ipſa tulit Mens : 
Naw dubio-procul his rebus ſua quoique voluntas 
Principium dat; & hinc motus per membra vagantur. lib, 4, wi 


Again, perhaps Epic#res will not gainſay,but that the motion ÞÞ the 
of Declination is as much Natural as the motion. of Gravity; Apr 
But yet will He by.no perfwaſiqns yeeld,. that the Mind, being Þ| if 1} 
contemperate of Declinatory Atoms, is (o affected and attra if th 
by Neceſſity toward one obje&t, thar it cannot inſtantly be de- | gygi 
fleRed to another, For, as a mixt Nature is made, 1o is the poy 
Movility of its igſenfible parts yaried : and from various Natu, J thar 
ral monigngretuſed ar: refracted, ariſeth a Third Nature, accot- 
ding to which irs motions may be fayd to be Voluntary and Na- 
rural both 3 inſomuch as they proceed 4 Natura libera, from 
Nature freeand uncoated. . Nor will He deny, ugg the 
Occurſationand Arietatian of Aroms, that it is pure , 
that Percufſions, Repulles, and either Reflexions or Cohefions 
ſhould ſucceed among them.: but yet may He refuſe;to allows 
Neceflity. of fuch Occurfations, as if. they could not be impeded, 
nor their Confequents be diverted. Hence, concerning that 
eternal ſeries of the Cautes of the Apple, and the Mind ; Epi- 
c#rus will grant, that when.things are already, effeRed, a kind 
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of Neceſſymay he tribuyplchereunry, ſuchia reſppet where! Nd, 
thoſe things cannot Ince,os daxpwr jus iu pretiri || mind 
ta; bowels countermanding things Preterite: _ belzes thoſe 

things were perated, there wasno ſuch Neceſſity; fince both | © 


Fortune, or Conti and the 0 Liberty of 240 Þ td { 
Will might have a. » = rs. edic- For few | were 
are ignorant of the wide diſparity between thele two Afﬀirmas || fuch 
tions, v3z,. What is once. done; cannot be not done :- and what Þ} thoſ 
isdone-, might not- haye bin done. Since, it the Former» 4 £| war 
thing is conſtdered as already pef# ; andin the Zager, _ well 

Com” i tooy! 
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Chap.9. Of Fate, 
rome: and as according to the Former itis Neceſſary ; {6 kce 
cording'to the Later, it; may be or Contingent, or Voluntary. 
By which reaſon, was it poſſible, that the Apple right” not Hale 
bin przlented to the eye ; poſhble, that the Tree which bare & 
might firſt haye withered ; that the Seed; of which that tree was: 

rated, might either have proyed abortive and fteril, or eſe 
have bin ſowed in ſome other place ; that other of its Cauſes 
might have bin divers ways przpeded : which alſo may be 
2 of the Mind, and its Cauſes ; and conſequently none of 


the many Cauſes, which did antecede the Appetition of the 


Apple, can be conceived to have bin Neceflary, as they might 
if the Cauſes were of themſelves uncapable of Impediment, or 
if there were one Cauſe Paramont to all others in the Concate- 
nation , which by an abſolute ſoyeraignty , or deſpotique 
power, had direCted and coated them. Allbeit we concede,. 
that the Appetition of the Apple by the mind, is the Conſe- 
quent of the Minds Cognition thereof , and that Cognition the: 
of its Occnrſation to the eye, and that the Conſe- 

t of its Poſition in a place convenient for fight , and that 
Geka of its Exiſtence, and ſo from link to link rerro- 


up to eternity : yet notwithſtanding can no man juſtify. 
+ hn that therefore the And s Neceſritated to we 


Appetition ; becauſe ſtill there remains a Poſſe to the Mind of 


bemg Averted from the Aﬀectation and Proſecution thereof, 
if caſe eithet the Species of a betcer objeRt, or a ſuſpicion of 
pots therein concealed, ſhall intervene, or a refrigeration of 

Stomach by the dyſpeptical and flatulent juice thereof be fea- 
xd, or any other Cauſe of moment ſufficient to perſwade the 
mind to abſtain from the uſe thereof, ſhall be interpoſed, 


Nor is this Rejoywder diffwafive 3 that, when the Mind is ayer- 
ted from the Appetition of the Apple, the Canſes Antecedent 


Article 73 
The —_ 
weighty Re- 


werenot fuch as might inditce the mind to an Appetition, but jomer, (of the: 
ſuchas induced it to an Aver/ation ; and that theſe Averting,not vonnexion of 


thoſe AttraQing Cauſes were ſo conneRed to the ſeries of Fate, 
the the mind could not but be averted from it, 


thoſe Caules, 
which Avert the 
Mind from, ſo: 


well s of thoſe, which Attraff it to an obje&; to the eternal Series of Fate ) found too light 


tooyerbalance Bpiciaus hig defence of mans Liberty, For, 


__ 
I 


320 Of. Fate. Chap.g.) | 
_. For, though the. Mind: be. contenperate of:ſuch a Contexture 
* of Atoms, as that it may be Commoved by the irruent! Species of. 
external Qbjeds ; yer is the nature! of. its: contexture- ſuch allo; 
as that it can derive from it ſelf ſome morions diſtinCt from, nay 
contrary to thoſe motions excited by Extradyenient zwhica 
motions being inſtituted by no other Principle but ic (elf, are ma- 
nifeſtly Spontaneous and Voluntary, and by which it is em- 
2d to-relift External motions, afid therefore may not fo be : 
carried to one ObjeR, as not tobe , _ advantage, defleed 
to another: And hence we may Conclade, that the Mind is not 
obliged to a neceſſity of any one Object ; but ſtands Free to t 
refule that, and ele& another: and that the Reaſon of a thing to 
come, is not 2 little different from that of a thing already paſt ; 
fince, in reſpe&to a thing Fatxre, there remains an Indifferency 
to the Mind of cle&ing either of two ObjeRts, but in reſpe& to 
a thing Preterite, thereis a Neceſzity of its eleRion of one, 
If this So/utio» be thought too light, we can ſuperadd another 
of weight ſufficient to counterpoyle the Doubt ; viz. that 
which Carneades in Cicero infinuated, when he taught, rhat-the, 
Epicureans might have defended the Liberty of mans Mind, 
without their commentitious Declination of Atoms, For having | 
once declared, that the Mind hath Voluntary motions of its | 
own inſtitution , they needed no other Argument to confute } 
{ 


M——— 


Chryſippus : to whom when they had conceded, that no motion 

can be withouta Cauſe Afovent ; there remained no; reaſon. why 

they ſhould haye grantal, that all EffeRs. haye their Antecedent 

Cauſes ; ſince to the will of man no Cauſes are Antecedent, it | 

being to it ſelf the Principium 4 quo of all itsmotions Voluntary, | 
And this is the faithfull Abridgement of Epice#rss his Doftrin | | 

concerning Fate, as a Conſtitution meerly Natural, and capable | 

of interruption ; alteration , oppolition, by either of the Two | 

other in his Triumyirate, iz, Fortune or pure. Contingency, | 

and the Liberty of mans mind, which He-conceiyed Copartners 

in the Empire of the World, &. 
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_—_ is yet another Species of Fate, retaining to our Second 
Genus (5 *Erigyuia) Whoſe exceeding vanity and inconfi- 
derableneſs had well-nigh occaſioned our total Inconfideration 
thereof, in this place ; and that is Farum Mathematicum five 
Aſtrologicum , the Mathematicians and Aſftrologers Fate , 
being a certain imaginary Neceſſity Natural, impoſed upon all 
Sublunary Agents, and more eſpecially upon Man , as the moſt 
analogous Recipient, by the inoppugnable Influence of Cele- 
tial Bodies, reipeRtive to their Motions, Politions, Con- 
nexions , AſpeRs, x 


Tis no wonder, we confeſs, that the Chaldeans, a Mercurial 
and yolatile Nation generally infatuated with Aftral 1dolatry, 
were the Inventors of this Planetary Deſtiny ; fince they Dei- 
fied all they underſtood not, and adyanced their obſeryations 
ofthe circumvolutions of the Sphears, rogerher with their Orbs 
of light, to ſuch a height of inſolence, that they fancied the 
Hebrew Alphabet repreſented in the Figures of the Aferiſms, 
and prztending to the skill of reading the Celeſtial Ephime- 
rides, by ſpelling thoſe CharaRers, which the. Planets in their 
ConjunRions, Oppoſitions, and other Apparitions ſeemed to 
make, .into words and ſentences perfetly ſignifying , to the 
exa& and intelligent obſerver, the intent of God concerning not 
only the ſubyerfion of Monarchies, mutation of States, religi- 
ons, &c. general Events, but alſo the proſperity or adyerhity, 
the health or ficknels, life or death of particular perſons : as 
Rabbi ben Ezra, and out of him Gaffarel (without the conceal- 
ment of his ſtrong inclination to the ſame ſuperſtitious Arro- 
gance) hath obſerved, and by ſeveral experiments alleaged 
endeyour'd to patronize, in the 23. Chap, of his Unheard of 

: i. Coriofities- 


Article 1. 
Mathematical 
Fate briefly 
deſcribed. 


Article 2, 
The groſs Ya- 
nity thereot 
concealed from 
many —_ 

bers, only by 
the cloud of 
Tranſcriptive 
Adbeſion to 
Antique Tre- 
ditions. 


Of Fate. 


Curioſities. Nor is it a wonder , that the Hebrew, and aftec 
them the Grecian Aſtrologers, with great oftentation of tran« 
ſcendent knowledge, and no leſs then privacy with the' three 
Fatal Siſters, ſedulouſly promoted the fame nn Error, of 
aſcribing the Empire of the world to a Heptarchy of Erratique 
Starrs: ſince, upon the teſtimony of the greatelt Antiquarier, 
* we may juſtly affirme, that the Hebrews added to the yani- 
ties and ablurdities of the Chaldzan, andthe Grzcians to the 
wild Romances of the Hebrew Aftcology ; the ftream thereof, 
by long running in thechannel of time, contraſting more and 

eater Impurities, Which is a chief reaſon, why we inherite 


| Park and imperfeRt a knowledge of the great Aſtronomical 


Sagacity of the more ſinaple and. upright times of Abrahaw and 


Mofes.. Though this be no wonder, we ſay, yet tis.a confidera-. 


ble one, that even many Phyſiologiſts, who | wer the inda- 
gation and tradition of nothing bur Verity,o 

have liberally contributed towards the diffuſion and propagation: 
of the ſame Deluſion, Witneſs that peremptory ſpeech of Pliny 
(1 nat. Hiſtor,) fongults ſyderatributa ſunt , clara divitibns, 
1inora pauperibus, obſcura defunttis, & procajuſque ſorte In- 
centia ad munera mortalibus, Nor can we conjeture, what 
ſhould occaſion the Deception of ſo many and: fo great judge« 


ments, in this. eaſy particular ;. unleſs that grand Cauſe of Po-. 


pular miſtakes, viz. Trauſcriptive Adberence- to all, that 
ſeems preſented in the reverend habit of Antiquizy, eſpecially 
if guilded over with the Eſtimation of Rare and Sublime : the 
Wit of man being naturally prone to Aﬀet and Admire, rather 
then Indubitate and Examine thoſe Tranſmiſſions, which con« 
cetn the remoteſt Difficulties in Nature, and above all, the Ener- 
ay and Configurations of Celeſtial Bodies. Prodigie cum nar- 
zantur, excips ſolent favore mirantinm, & quanquam no ad 
veram exath ſint, poſtquam ſemel Scyiptorem invenernnt, plu» 
ribus placent, veneratione creſcunt, vetuſtate commendant ur ; 
was Nicopompns his ſaying, i» Joh. Barclais Argens, lib 2, 
Por, had they deveſted their minds of all traditional Przjudice, 
and bur r their thoughts, either upoa the Hypathetical 
Neceſſity of the Matter, or SubjeRt, whereon the Starrs are- 

ſuppoſed 
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verifimility at leaſt, 
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Chap.s. : of Fate, 323 
ſappoſed to diſcharge and fix-their uncontrollable influence , or 
upon the extremely different Fortunes of T wins, conceived and 
borne under the ſame Conſtellation ; or upon the double Impiery 
of aſcribing to remote , weak, and perhaps unconcerned Cauſes, 
thoſe Effects, which proclaim their deſignment by an Infinite 
Wiſedome, and their Przordination to Ends above the ſagacity 
of Human Providence ; and of charging all the moſt nefarious 
Villanies of finfull man upon the innocuous and exceeding both 
uſefull and comfortable Creatures of God : had they, we fay, 
but pondered any one of theſe Reaſons, that ſufficiently demon 
ſtrate the Abſurdity of Planeta Neceſſicy;doubilel, they had 
ſoon reclaimed their belief from this diſhonorable ſedution, and 
would no longer have abuſed themſelves withan opinion, that 
all the Occurrences of every Individuall mans ki, together 
with the time and manner of his death, are the inevitable Effects 
of thoſe Starrs, which were Lords of the Horoſcope, either ar 


his Conception, or Nativity, or both. 


The Firſt Reaſon, whereby this Chaldean Fate may be de- 4 ; , 
monftratively redargued of extreme vanity, we deſumed from of 5,40 __ 
the Hypothetical Neceſſity of the Matter, whereon the Planets ceſtity eviaed 
exerciſe heir . For, accordiog to their own Conceſſion, (:) by an Ar- 


Omnis receptio eft ad modum recipiemts, All bodies ought to be 8$7cnt deſu- 
pour en 7 no przdiſpoſed to admit clher che benigne Or moon 
maligne influences of the Heavens; for Alteration is of neceſſity Nei of the 
przvious to Produttion, and before a body be configurate, ne Matter on | 
ceſſary it is that the Matter, whereof it is compoſed, be altered mm — 
andyariouſly prepared ; 'and preparedit is by Second Cauſes, Þ et 
but perfefted by Firſt. Thus the Geniture of the ſale, 
though perfe& and prolifical in its ſelf , muſt yer be fruſtrated 
of itsend, unleſs it meet with convenient and patible Materials 
whereon to atuate its Plaſtick yirtue, viz, the Blood and ſe- 
minal infuſion of che Femal, proportioned both in quantity and 
quality to its Efficiency. Thus the Aer of Egypt, becauſe 
Nilzs (being &revpes) doth yeeld no Evaporations ent to 
the generation of Clouds, continues ſtill ſerene and unobnu- 
bilared ; norwirhftanding the = Attraction of _ 
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Article 4. 
(2) By the 
common Ex- 
periment of the 
unzqual Fore 
tunes of 
TW:15» 


Moon, and other Sydereal Magnets : and though all the Planetg 
ſhould convene in the watery figne of Piſces, as before the 
catholique Deluge *, and threaten an Aperrio portarum to 


- that Climate; yet, becauſe the material Cauſe of rain, Evapo. 


rations, is there wanting, muſt their conſpiracies be defeated,and 
their Influences become languid and ineffectual. And there 
fore, by equal reaſon, unleſs the Planet, which is Lord of. the 
Geniruce, ſhall find a Subject qualified in all points for the ad. 
miſſion and: promotion of this Celeſtial Fate, which our effron- 
ted Genethliacks have conceived: it to immit into Embryons and 
Births, all its magnified Influx muſt miſcarry, and be loſt in an 
invalidity as abſolute, as the labour of that. Statuary , who 
ſhould attempt to melt Marble with Fire, or mould ſand into 
an Image, without a convenient Cement. If: this be, as it muſt 
be true ; that the Preparation of the Matter, on which the Im- 
prefſions of Superluoary Bodies are to operate, doth depend 
upon Sublanary and determinate Cauſes :- then may we, with 
more honour, recurr to that excellent ſentence of the Poet ; 
Libera ſtat.nobus mens, nulls (ubdita colo.. 


The Second przgnant Argument , wherewith the more ſober 
ſort of Book-men uſually deride the Arrogance of our Ge- 
nethliacks (who bluſh not to promiſe to the world exaR Copies 
of the Rolls of Deſtiny, and divine as confidently as if they had 
bin ofthe Cabal with all the Afﬀteriſms) we derived from the 
common Z xperiment of T wins: who,though procreated of the 
ſame Seminalities, fxcundate in the ſame Oyarie or bed of. na- 
eure,and(for ought eyen our moſt perſpicacious Harvey-knows to 
the contrary) conceived in the ſame moment , and ſo under the 
ſame Aſcendent ; are notwithſtanding many times obſerved to 
differ in Sex , phyſiognomy, genius, condition of life, and moſt- 
ly in the manner and time of their death. Thus Eſax and 7acob, 
who may, without the diſpenſation of a Figure, be ſayd to have 
bin but'one and the ſame Birth, the younger Midwifing himſelf 
into the world by holding faſt his brothers-heel, and ſo if not 
indubicacing the right of Primogenicure, yer ar leaſt portending 
kis furure pucchale and ulurpauuon thereof ; were yet op iſparate 
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n their Complexions, Diſpoſitions, Fortunes, - courſe of lite, 
Age, cd dfeiitcn that our Secretaries of Heayen muſt either 
demonſtrate that ttie face of the Heavens was varied in that 
ſhort moment that intervened berwixt their neer Nativities ; 
or confeſs it to be the hand of Providence Divine, which di- 
ftributed to each his peculiar Lot, not the irrational- Starrs 
that cauſed that vaſt diſproportion. And thus Proclus and 
Euriſthenes, Gemini not only in their produion, but in the 
Crown of Lacedemonia, and fo xqually diſpoſed by their For- 
tun& alſo to the promotion of that Influence, which the then 
paramont Conjun&tion of the P.aners had imprefled upon them: 
did neither live in equal glory, nor periſh by equal'and- ſyn- 
chronical Fates. Oa the Reverſe ;- how many Myriads have 

roved Twinns, in their Deceaſe, who were utter Aliens in 
theic- blood, nativity, conſtitutions, profeſſions, inclinations, 
fortunes? Dare our Judicial Aſtrologers affirme, that All, who 
fall in battle at once, had one and the ſame ſydereal Fate, 
which neceſſirated that their Copartnerſhip in the grave ? un- 
fainedly, nothing acquainted with lerters can be fo contradifto= 
rily-impudent, What excuſe have they then left them, for ſtop- 
ping their ears againſt that grave Admonition of the oraculous 
Zoroaſter ; wii ov yy dvEays Tyv Uuapuirey, Ne tw augeas fatum, 
Beware thou doſt no: aggrayate thy Fate. which ſignifies no 
leſs then this ; in thy power it is, either to promote, or fruſtrate 
the virtues of Celefhial Influxes : to promote them by Coope- 
ration, to infirme and defeat them by Counter-inclination or 
repugnancy. To which we may accommodate alſo that me- 
morable Aphoriſme of the Prince of Aſrologers, Prolemy ; 
Poteſt is, qui ſciens eſt, multos ſtellarum effeFns avertere, 
quando naturam earum nverit, ac ſeipſam ante illorum even« 
tum preparaverit. 


Our laſt Argument to confound Chaldzan Fate, is the 


Article 5, 


Double Impiety inferrible thereupon, (1) If the Infelicity- of (3) By the 


every man be the indeclinable EffeCt of that malicious Tincture, 
which the unfriendly Complexion of the Heavens at his Nartivi- 
ty infuſed into his nature ; as ouc ethereal Mercenaries aftrine: 

T c 3 «41G, 


dou"leImpiery, 
inſeparable 
from the belief 
thereot. 


2 


"Chap-o. 


Of Pate. 


then muſt ic follow, that thoſe glorious orbs were created by 


God morefor the harme and r»eme, then benefic and comfort 
of mankind ; for whoſe ſake only, ſubordinate to his own Glo- 
ry, the whole Creation was intended. And (2) if all the re- 
gicides, parricides, homicides, inceſts, rapes, rapines, blaſphe- 
mies, lacrilegies, rebellions, proditions, &c-. nefarious acts of 
Miſcreants (the very naming whereof will bliſter the moſt in- 
nocent lips) be the executions of thoſe dehgnes, which the ma- 
leyolent arrsin their Confarderations have determined to ac- 
compliſh by fuch and ſuch unhappy Inftruments : then mult it 
bocmatel , that no MalefaQtor ought to be accountable to 
juſtice, becauſe he can plead, Non equidem vellem, ſed me mea 
Fata trahehant ; as alſo, that God i the Author of Evil, by 


*piving to the ſtarrs fuch noxious power, and ſuch unlimited 


Commiſſions, as doe autorize them to operate to the Deltructi- 
on of his Maſterpiece. 

To theſe 3 Redargutions of Aftrological Neceſsity , we 
might haye annexed as many ſcote, borrowed from Picus 1. 
randulanus, Bradwardine B, of Canterbury, Sixtws Senenſir, 
Merſeunus, Gaſſendur, All which .heroical Champions. of 
truth and Providence Divine, have drawn their victorious 
ſwords, in this quarrel, againſt the Hoſt of Heaven : but, re- 
membring that proverbial axiome, Fraſtra fit per plura, quod 
fieri poſ1ir per panciora, we found our ſelves obliged to dedine 
ſupererogation, and referr the unſatisfied ro theſe incomparable 
Authors, However, we ask leave to inſert the memorable and 
not commonly quoted Conftefſion of Hillarins Altobelins Sextor 
(in prefatione ad T abulu Rrgias Divifionum 12.partinmCeli) 
in theſe words, Cum igitur per rot ſecula fiuttuarit Aſtrone- 
mia,& mendax tanto tempore peragrarit totum arbem quot modis, 
quot locis, quot viribus,quot cum temerarits vel ignavis autto- 
ribus, inverecunda, fronte perfrifta, fornicata eft ? nunquam, 
wellibs, nullis (ante T ychonem,c 4 Ptolemao peſt aliqua ſecnla) 
annnam viracem revolutionem dedit, neque eventuum Verum 
renepns confognavits non ipſa, non dilet{rima filis Aſtrologia. 
Utrragque enim pavit curieſor mendacis & adulationbus. Ss 
antem interdum mendaces non fwere, ſors favit, vel caſns, wel 
per 
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per accidens congruentia ſyderum ad illa punita, & non dofta 
ac naturalis conjeftatio, By which ingenuous Confeſſion of a 
Perſon, whoſe affiduous inqueſt into the moſt recondite myſte- 
ries of Aſtronomy, non only by indefatigare leCture of the choy- 

ceſt of Urania's Secretaries, but alfa by the moſt exa@ uſe of 
Inſtruments and Tables, and frequent tempeſtive Experiments, 
had enabled him to dere& all thoſe pernicious Frauds, which 
either the [gnorance,or oftentation of ſucceeding Ages had foifted 
in upon the _ and demonſtrable Vranomerrical obſervations 
and Axioms of Antiquity; not only to the Corruption, but 
erernal Defamation and contempt of that noble Science : how 
much of juſt Diſparagement is inferred -upon Judicial Aſtrolog y,. 
which the Awvarice of Divining Impoſtors, on one hand, and 
the ſuperſtitious Cxriofiry of abje&t minds, on the other, haye 

exalted to the height of Deſt*#y ; we ſhould rudely derogate 

from our Readers Capacity, not wholly to entruſt ro his own 
immediate judgement. To ratifie and terminate this our repro- 

bation of our Generhliacal Schematiſts, we havethe like cenſure 
ofthem from S'. Ambroſe (in Hexaemers) Nonnulli tentave- 
runt exprimere Nativitatum qualitates, qualis faturus #- 

nuſquiſque, qui natus ſit, eſſet ; cum hoc non ſolum vanum ſit: 
& inutile querentibas, ſed inpoſribile pollicentibus. 


CHAP. X. 
T he Liberty of Mans Will, Fortune, 


and Fate conciliated to Providence Divine. 


Szcr. I, 
Article x, # Hus long have we exerciſed the Candor and Pa- 
The incent of | tience of our Reader, with the = Recitation, 
the chapter, y| and neceſſary Explanation of the Ancients opi- 


| nions concerning Fate: and the reſidue of our pro- 
=) Vince is to carl) kim wich the conciſe Declare- 
ment of our own, both concerning the legitimate Admiſſion of 
this notion of Fate, and the Conciliation thereof to mans Free- 
will, Fortune, and Providence Divine ; which we have formerly 
invited him to expeR, as the grand ſcope at which all our prz- 
vious Meditations were directed, and the point in which all 
thele lines of this ſmall matter of Book are conceatred, 


Article z, Firſt, we ace toabominate the execrable Opinion of Demo- 
Democritus critus ; not only becauſe it is uncapable of due Confiſtence with 
0. were the ſacred and indubitable Principles of Religious Faith, which 
" ak —nn4"tg aſcertain that the Creation, Molition, Conlervation, and con- 
mencals of Re- ſtant Adminiſtration of all things, are impoſſible rightly to be 
ligioz, and the aſcribed to any Cauſe but the Supreme Being alone : bur alſo 
—_— — w_ becauſe it is > diametro repugnant to the eyidence of that in- 
- -- ns fallible Cricerion, the Light of Natwre ; which demonſtrateth 
reſted. the Soul of man to be an Arbitrary and uncoated Agent. 
For, that man hath in himſelf a power of inhibiting, or ſuſ- 
pending his Aſſent unto, and Approbation of any —_ the 

| erity 
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Verity of whoſe Species is not ſufficiently clear and diſtin, bur 

' Dwbions ; is a rn Demonſtration of the Tndifferency , or 
Liberty of his Incelle&,, and fo alſo of its charge, the Will, 
or Faculty Eleftive : 3s Carteſins excellently obſeryes , in 
Princip. Philoſoph. part. 1. feft. 6. 


| Secondly, that opinion of Ariſtotle and Epicxrss, may, in Article 3. 
deed, be defended fo far forth as it makes Fate and Natwre , or 4if'9ile and 
the Concatenation of natural Cauſes, to be one and the ſame —_— 
thing in reality , though expreſſed by different Terms : but jn that it is 
ch to be exploded, infomuch as it not only denies the Yerity Idenvical co 
bute of his moſt Eflence, Ommniſcience, by not conce« — 
ding to him an infallible Science of all things to come ; bur al. ,,j.1, ye cer; 
fo ſappoſerh no Creation of natural Cauſes, no diſpoſition , no twle of Divine 


uture Events, and ſo ſubſtracts from God the proper Attri. Natwre : bur 


moderation of their Effigencies by Providence Divine. Preſcicnce, 


Andthirdly, as for that more ſpecious opinion of the Plate- Article 4. 
nit and Stoick ; we can diſcover no danger in our adheſion to The P/atomk 
it, ſo far as it affirmes the primitiye Conſtsrution, and continual _— g 
Gubernation of all thi in the Univerſe by God by defi- embraced, ſo 


far as it is con- 


, ning Fate to be that Method , ſeries, or ſyſteme of Cauſes, ceded ro be a 


which the Divine Nateare ac firſt conftituted, and eſtabliſhed, a - 
in order to the praciſe, and opportune effein gall things ptzde. the Divine riſ- 
creed by his infinite 3/dowe: But yer.we muſt cauriouſly 4%: #b2n- 
abandon it in this, that it nor only blaiphemouſly invades the i; gerags 


cardinal Przrogative of Divinity , Ommiperence, by denying from Divine 


. him a reſerved power, of infringing, or altering any one of thoſe Ommipetence- 


Laws, which Himſelf ordained , and enaQted, an chaining up 
his armes in the adamantine ferrers of Deftiny z bur alſo, in 
great part, exdudes the mind of man from ating any volun- 
tary part on the theatre of the workd, and leayes no:room for 
the intervention of Comingenes. Article 5. 
. In what quali- 
Nor is there any fubftancial reafon co dererr the moſt ferupu- fiedſenſe Chri» 
lous Chriftian from admitting rheuſe of this term,. Fape, in a Picviſme miy 
reQified ſenſe ; 5. e, provided that He thereby underſtand, not \(e ofthe term, 
uUu 


— ——— —  —_— 


'Article r. 
Fate and For- 
tune concil ia 
red, in the 
point of P70- 
videiice Divine, 


any blind and unprzmeditate Neceſsity ; but a provident and 
well ordered Concatenation of Cauſes, which (like the Magy- 
netick Chain, where all the inferior links are dependent on 2 
imprzgnating or invigorating Emanations of the Firſt,) was 
conſtitured by the Fiat of the Erernal Wiſdome, and may be 
varied,or inverced by the occaſional Determinations of che ſame; 
and this withour incurring the Imperfe&ion either of Inconſtan- 
cy or Improvifion. For our warrant in this we have noleſs a 
Prxcedent, then S*, Auſtin ; whoſe words are theſe : 2ui 
omnium connexionem ſeriemque Canſarum, qua fit omne, quod 
fit, Fati nomine appellant ; non multum cum it de verbi con 
trever ſia certandum eſt : quandoquidem ipſum canſarum ordi- 
nem. & quandam connexiouem ſummi Des tribuunt Voluntati , 
at proinde Fati voce qui voluerit uti, ſententiam teneat ling nam 
corrigat. (in 5. de Civit. Dei. cap. 8.) ©. 


CU m— 


Secr. 1]. 


Ow, as for the Abolition of the ſeeming Enmitie between 

Fate and Forrune ; tis not obſcure, that the Conceſſion of 
the one is yery far from adnihilating the other. For, if we ad- 
mit Fate to be a Law, by the Divine Will impoſed upon Natu- 
ral Cauſes, according to the tenor whereof all things are done, 
that are done ; and Fortune to be an Event reſulting from, a 
concurſe of Natural Caufes, befides, above, or contrary to the 
expeRation, conjeCture, and forecaſt of man, though praciſely 
przordained bythe Providence of God, and connexed. to the 
ſeries of Cauſes, or'Chhin of Bate : we cannot but ſoon perceive 
their Convention, Concentration, and: Identity in- the point of 
Providence Divine ; nor is there any veil of Diſcrepancy be- 
twixt them, in their naked and ſimple Realities, but that light 
and thin one, which ether the Ignorance or Sophiſtry of man 
hath rudely, and perhaps profanely drawn. When a Prince 
diſpatcherh two Poſts to the ſame place, by ſeveral waies,neicher 
knowing of the others miffion 3 and they mee; each other in 


one: 
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one' moment at their journeys end': though we may rightly 
call ir Fortune, in reſpe&t to'them, who never thought of chat 
Convention ; yer ſtill is it providence , in reipe&ttothe Prince, 
who ſent them ; and limited their time of trayell to ſuch an 
houre: And undoubtedly, by the authority of no leſs reaſon 
are we bound to acknowledge,” that though many Events hour- 
ly occurring to us, which the higheſt Human Prudeftice could 
never ſo much as ſuſpe&t, may without derogation to the facred 
Monarchy of God, be ſtyled meerly Forruitous, in relation to 
our Improvifion : yet ſtill are they the wiſe and convenient 
Prxdeterminations of his Special Providence. Our Memory 
may rehearſe, that the Terme, Fortune, hath a double impor- 
tance ; (1) a Concurſe of Cauſes; (2) mans przvious Tgnora« 
tion of the Event reſulting from that Concurſe : and our Rea- 
ſon cannot bur hence inferr, that according to the Firft, For- 
tune may be admitted in relpeR to man, *though not of God ; 
and according to the Laſt, nothing can interdict our aſſertion, 
that Fortwne is a part, not only of Fate, but allo of Providence 
Divine , which, as hath bin profuſely demonſtrated, compre- 
hends all occurrences, as well thoſe which are, as thoſe which 
are not Przviſed by Man. And in this ſenſe only are weto in- 
terpret that ſentence of Plato ( Epiſt. 6:) Deum apparare For- 
tuyam ; 2s alſo that other, (in 4. de Legibus) Deum, & cum 
Deo Fortunam humana omnia gubernare, This duely confide- 
red, we cannot but conclude; that Fortune is confiftent with 

Fate, by the ſame intereſt, that a Species doth conſiſt with 

its Genus: for that the Analogie is confimilar, is manifeſt 

from what immediately przcedes. 


Plutarch, when deſcanting upon Plato his DiſtinRion of Artide 2. 


Providence into Supreme, Planetary, and Sublunary ; P_ A Al 


ouſly inrerpreteth the ſupreme, to be Inmelligentia & benefi 


di& that proyerbial error, Omnia Faro fieri ; though he con- 
uu 2 ceded, 


milation of 


Des veluntas, the Intelligence and benefical Will of God : p,..o the 
and this for two reſpeAs; (t) that He might with greater civil Low : 
reaſon enunciate, that Fate is to be repured ſubordinate to the and bis de= 
Divine Will, (2) that He might with greater auRority contra- lgn therein. 


EL 
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Article 1. 
Fate cogcen- 
trical ro mans 
Elethrve Liber- 
{y, in the poing 
et Predefima- 


1100s 


ceded, Omnia Fato completty, that all things arc 

in Fate, We ſay Al things, notonly meerly Fertmitows, and 
more General Contingents ; bur alſo mn iyf+x 5xave, ſuck whoſe 
Evenz.is ambiguous , and {i ed on the Eleion or Aver- 
fation*bf Mans Free-will. - And the ſcope at which He aimed 
this Diſtinction ; was to infinuate and commend the Anelogir 
betwixt Fate and the Civil Law. For (fayth He) as all atti- 
ons are not Legitimate, i.e, are not done according to the rule 
of the Law, which are under the comprehenſion of the Law 
{for the Law comprehends Prodition, Deſertion, and many 
offences of the RE _— ye no man -__ a ker 
Legirimare : fince t y is Legieimate ,, which is 
by the Law ; and therefore He, _ronr kills a Tyrant, doth not 
a Lawfull, (though a Commendable, at leaſt not a puniſhable 
AR) but only thoſe, whichare enjoyacd and expreſly pre- 
fcribed by che Law : even fo, though Fate doth comprehend all 
Evears, yer are not all Events therein” comprehended, Farah, 
or the Deſignations and Effet of Fate ; but only theſe, which 
follow upon Cauſes (is v3 bubg. Samfs:) in the Divine Di/po- 
fition Anrecedent, or Neceſſary ; ſuch as are the motions of the 
Planets, upon which theic Rifing and Setting follow of Ne- 


cefſty. 


th 0” "I th. 


Szcr, III. 


Nd fically, conceraing the Enodation of that more then 
Goardian Knot, (about which many Ancient Philoſophers 
have broken the teeth of their Reaſon; and as many Chriſtias 
T beolygifts bm driven to make uſe of the ſword of Faith, to cut 
i alunder) viz. the Conciliation of Fate to its apparent Con- 
ray, Mans Free-will ; we conceive the moſt hopefull way of 
didolving the mighty Difficulty ro be, with che moſt pegerratiog 
T how. Aquinas, to underſtand Fate, inrefpeR to mag, to be 


no 
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no more bur that part of Providence Divine, which Theologiſts 
intend by the Term, Predeſtination, For the vulgarly con- 
ceived Antipraxis berween Providence Divine and Liberty Hu- 
man, being once removed : the Repugnancy between Fate 2nd 
Liberty will alſo vaniſh of conſequence. This that we' have, 
in the 4- Se, of our Chapter concerning the Mobility of the 
Term of mans life , to more then a ſmall part performed ; the 
Memory of our Reader is a lufficient record. However, that 
we may leave no ſtone unturned, under which any the moſt 
minute particle of Truth, to whoſe Explanation the concern- 
ment of our przfent Theme doth adlige us , may be thoughe to 
lye negle&ed : we ſhall, wirh nfene, a from, and due ſub- 
miffion,umo the Cenfure of the Church (from whole Fundamen- 
tals we humbly befeech the God of Trath we may never recede 
in the leaſt) make a ſecond attempt to expound the myſterious 
Riddle of Predeſtination ; that ſo we may with more perſpi- 
cuiry evidence the Conciliability thereof ro mans Arbitrary 


Agency, 


' Tn order hereunto, we are to obſerve,that as Theology holds it for 
a maxime.that God created two diſtin orders of Caules, in the 
General, -viz., Neceſſary, and Free ; and that both of theſe con. 
fantly and fairhfully execute the commiſſion of their Natures,re- 
ſpeQively, 5.e. the Neceſſary operate by Neceſsity,and the Free 
by Liberty : fo alfo doth. Philoſophy admit it for Canonical, 
that both the Neceffary and Free zqually acknowledge God for 
their Anthor, and are ſo comprehended in the epiſcopacy of Fate; 
that the Neceffary operate Necefſarily,” or Fatally, and the 
Free not Parally, but Freely. And from this Confer comes it 
to paſs, that as the I which perplex both Divines and 
Philoſophers , are of greax Affinity, if not , Zdentical, in the 
main : b alſo are the Reſponſes thereto of zqual momene: 
Wherefore it muſt commend our ftudies, to feleR only thoſe 
T wo Cardinal Dowbts, wo which all others may, in ſome relat;- 
on, either dire, ot collateral, be referred: and, to the perſpicu- 
ous ſolution of each, accommodate ſuch prxgnant Reaſons, as 
way beof correſpondent exten m their imporrance, = _ 
uu 3 e 
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Article 2, 
The Concord 
betwixt Theolc= 

and Phileſo- 

jin their ad- 
midion of 2, 
orders of Cau- 
ſes natural, vig, 
Neceſſary,and 
Free 3 the 
ground of the 
Affaity both 
berwixt the 
Difficulties, and 
and Solutions, 
on cither pare 2 
asto the Abo« 
licion of rhe 
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Article 3. 
= irft ca” 
D: k/, . 
wy | a 
Divine Preſci- 
ence; as ſtared 
by Divines. 


Article 4. 
The ſame, as 
ſtared by Phi- 
loſophers. 


The Former, being deſumed from Divine Prenetion, is by 
the Theologiſt propoled thus. Either God knew definitely and 
certainly, that Peter would deny C hriſt : or He did not kmpw it, 
That he did not know it, cannet be affirmed ; firſt, becauſe He 
preciſely predifted his Abnegation ; ſeconaly, becauſe Truth it 
ſelf cannot lye : and if He had not known it, He not bin On- 
niſcient, and conſequently not God, Therefore He, knew it azfi- 
nitely and certainly : and upon inference; it was impoſsible to 
Peter, mot to deny. For had it bin left to hu Eleftion, and he 
uſing that Liberty had not denyed: then might the Prenotion 
of God have bin argued of Fallacity, and his Prediftion of 
Falfity. But if it was not in Peters power, not to have denyed ; 
*r1s manifeſt, that he wanted the Liberty of Eletion. 


And by the Philoſophers thus. Either the Gods have a de- 
finite and infallible preſcience of the future events of Contin- 
ents. (5. e. whether of 2. contrary Events, in poſſibility, ſhall 
deduced extra Canſas , or aftually ſucceed) or they have 

no knowledge at all of future things ; or they have an inde nite, 
andonly conjeftural cognition , ſock as even Man may juſtly 
pretend to: but neither the 2. nor 3. propoſition can be endured, 
without the joynt toleration of moſt horrid Ablurdities, and ine- 
vitable precipitation upon that dangerous rock, the Commen- 
ſuration of the Infinite Science of the Gods, by the Finite ex- 
tent of mans capacity; 4nd therefore the Firſt - remains only 
to be aſſerted. If therefore the Gods have a certain Prenotion, 
which of 2, Contraries, whoſe Event us equally poſsible, as to 
the virtues of their Canſes, ſhall come to be effefted : manifeſt 
it is, that that particular Event, whoſe Ambiguity ts determi- 
ned to Certainty of Futurition, and is attually brought to paſs, 
is Fatalor Neceſſary, #,e, could not but come to paſs. For, 
otherwiſe, the Gods muſt be confeſt ſubjeft to —d arab One 
of the two therefore, muſt be granted, viz. that all things come 
20 paſs, Neceſlarily, as they are foreknown and Predifted by the 
Gods ; and'ſo that the word, Contingens, is excluded, as impor- 
ting no Reality, but a meer Chimera ; or, that the Affairs or 
Occwrrences 
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Occurrences of man, are neither pr«cognite, nor procured by 
the Gods ; the Impeoſribility of which aſfertion, doth alſo fully 
exclude all Contingency. 


' To the Solution of this Difficulty, tis well known , the Di- 
vines have moſt judiciouſly accommodated their Diftin&ion of 
Neceſsity into Abſolute and Swppoſitional, For inſtance ; that 
2, and 2, make 5. or that yeſterday is. przterlapſed, is Ablo- 
hitely Neceſlary : but, thac I ſhould to morrow take a journey 
into the Country, or write-a Conſult for ſuch or ſuch a Patient, 
is not abſolutely Neceſſary ; yet if I ſuppoſe, that I ſhall travel, 


or write; then there ariſerh a Neceſſcy of my travelling , or. 


writing, ex Suppoſitione, from that my Suppoſition, Now, in 
reſpect tis manifeſt from this DiſtinCtion, that che Neceflity 
Abſolute of any Aion doth deſtroy the Liberty of the Agent; 
but the S»ppoſfitional doth not (for though I journy, or write; 
according to my Suppoſition, yet was it poſſible to me to have 
done neither) thereupon doe they molt excellently reaſon thus : 
that, Peters Abnegation was foreſeen and przdited by God, 
as an Event to come of Neceſ5ity, not Abſolute, but Suppoſirio- 
wal, by which nothing was decrafted from Pereys Liberty of 
not denying. For, as now inthe preſent, if He be interroga- 
ted concerning his Maſter, he is intirely Free or to avouch, or 
diſavow his knowledge of him; ſo allo will He be in the 


Future , when He ſhall be interrogated. Wherefore, as, if 


He now determine himſelf rather to deny, then affirme, and 
according to that determination aQtually deny ; He doth 
that Freely , notwithſtanding from the moment he denied; 
his denial is Neceſſary, inſomuch as it is ſuppoled that he hath 
aQually denied: ſo alſo in the Future, when He ſhall determine 
himſelf rather co deny, then affirme, and according to that de- 
termination ſhall aQtually deny, ſhall his denial be Fice , or 
Arbitrary ; however it cannot but be granted Neceffary that 
He hath denyed:; becauſe he hath already aQually denied. 
Nor is it paradoxical, or difficult to affirme, that this' Swppoſi- 
tional Neceſsity, and Peters Liberty are not *Aoiga-res Diſcor- 
dant, or. Inconſiſtent, in any reſpeR ; becauſe the Neceſſty is 
ſubſequent, 


Article 5, 
The full ſoluti- 
on of the ſame, 
by virtve of the 
Divines Dif- 
crimination cf 
N ceſ$ity im 
Ablolate and 
Hypothetical, 
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ſubſequent, not antecedent to the Determination of his Liberty, 
and becaule ic doth not confiſt ſo much in Re, vel Aﬀioxe, in 
the Thing or Action it ſelf, as in Temporis Circumſtantia, 
the Circumſtance of Time when 'tis done. Since, when we lay, 
tis Neceſſary that Peter hath denyed ; that Neceſſity is not un- 
derftoed to have bin any thing Antecedently in him,which com. 
pelled him to deny : but thar it is radicated now in Time it ſelf, 
which as it is really paſt,and cannot be not paſt ; ſo the Aſtion 
done in that paſt time, however it was done, cannot be not 
done, And hence it is evident, though no man can juſtly 
aſſert, that ewas Neceſſary to Petey todeny, becauſe according 
to that aſſertion, there muſt be underſtood ſome Antecedent 
Cauſe, by which he was coated to deny : yet juſtified it may 
be that Now tis Neceſſary that he hath denyed ; becauſe the 
AQion being once done, and fo impoffible to be not done, all 
the Neceſſity falls upon the Preterizion of the Time. Now, in 
reſpe&t that God is Ommiſcient, He cannot but Foreſee that - 
Peter will deny ; yet that Divine Prenotion of Peters Abnega« 
tion, is ſubſequent tothe Divine Previſios of Peters Free De- 
termination : and therefore God Foreſees that Peter will deny, 
only becauſe He Foreſees, that Peter, abuſing his Liberty, will to 
freely derermine himſelf ro a denial. And hence comes it to re 
be embraced amongſt the moſt judicious School-men, as a truth H 
indiſputable ; That Peter will deny, not becanſe God hath pre- P, 
viſed and predited that he will deny : but that, becauſe Peer Pc 
will deny , when be ſhall be examined, therefore and for me other wl 
th 
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reaſon doth God Foreſee and Foretell that he will deny, For, an 
uti Scientia, preteritam rem pro objefto habens, nullam rei th 
preterite, ut ita & nou aliter fieret, neceſ1itatens infert : its no 
Preſcientia, rem futuram pro [no objefto habens, rei furnre, ſive m; 
. Futaritioni nullam pureſt inferre neceſritatem : utraque enim Inj 
eſt extra rem, &- in Deo attio Immanens ; that a5 Science having no 
tor its obje& a thing Preterite, doth induce no neceſſity there- hat 
upon that it ſhould have bin ſo, and no otherwiſe, fo alſo doth all 


Praſcience,having for its obje& a thing Fuewre, inferr no ne- cor 
cefſiry upon its F«tarition, that it ſhall fo and no otherwiſe 
come to pals ; for both Science and Preſcience are diſtin from, 

; and * 
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and alien to theie-OvjeRs, and Attions Saowenent in God,; 5. e. 
notat all efluxed to the-obje&;, to thejdeftruRion, or alterati- 
onof its Nature : this, we ſay, is a Vericy which demonſira- 
tech ic ſelf, and which we haye more predlely infiſted upon, 
in the 4, Articl. 4. Seft, of our diſcourſe of the Mobility of the 
term of mans life. And that all Cogyicion is a thing really 
diſtin from, .and extraneous to its, ObjeRt ; and that a,thing 
comes to be aQually, whatic is, 'not from the Cognition there- 
of by an Idea in all points Fonfumilar, but from it ſelf, or its 
Efficient Cauſe : needs no other probation, but the conviftion 
of this inſtance ; that Snow is white, not becaule tis known to 
be white, but . contrary, that it is known to. be white, becauſe 
really it is ſo. . To ſpeak a profoundtruth plainly, in few words; 
herein 'confiſts "the Diſparity between. Divize- and Human 
ition, viz. that Hawancan be extended only to Preſext 
and, Preterite : but Divine doth extend it felf, with equal 
Certitude, . to Futxre Contingents. alſo. Now, inſomuch as 
Preterite. Contingents were ſometimes Futnce, and in the fame 
condition with thoſe, .which are ;yet. Fucure ; and. again, thoſe 
which arte yet Fatzre may be underſtood to be praterite in time 
to come, and in the ſame conditioa with thoſe, which are al- 
ready Przterite : manifeſt it is, that as neither Divine, nor 
Human Cognition is the Cauſe, why Contingents already 
Pezterite, are preterite ; but,. £ coma, they are known as 
Pczterite, becauſe really they are fo : in like manner, that thoſe 
which are Future, are not therefore Furure, becauſe God holds 
an exa&& prznotion of them, as Future ; but, + contra, becauſe 
they really are Future, therefore doth God hold an exa& pre- 
notion of their Futurition, And upon this Bafis was it , that 
many Schiboolmen erefted: that Axiom, Previfienemw Des nihil 
inflaere in humanas aftiones ; that the Przvifion of God hath 
no influence (coafive) upon the aRions of man, Now, what 
hath bin argued for the Przvifion and Prznotion of God, is 
alſo to be extended to his Predifion ; eſpecially becauſe tis un- 
controyertible, that PrzdiQtion is poſterior or iubſequent to the 
Przocion of any Contingent, yet in the womb of Futurity : 
fince what is not exaRtly forekyown , can neyer be exniny 
T Ws foretol 
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told. / For whichve 


fe, Mall any urge pes vs, "that thi 


me age and [/Priediftion cannot be Faltadons ; *we 


-fraltmoſt willingly concede their poſition, -as moſt Indubitate, 
becauſe nothingcan beiprognoſticate by God, -as Future, which 
i$ not taſty Future :- but, hen irſhall- be-thence inferred, that 
if *Pett#had ofcethe EI his own \liands Ne | mn 
not'deryed /amd rightly 17s: that fary power; 'had aCtu- 
ally —_— - m'that rg Bayer Frey out 
6fhis dettysl by God'had 'pt6yed 'Falladious ; we uſt reje& 
the-11/atto#, as illegal and dblurd, becauſe hac-not Þerers Ye 
nyall birt realySurure,God hadnelther prieviſed, nor pradifted 

he fame Bor;acis the ReaHkry of its' F uthrition,” that opens 

the Certitmie of the Preditiyonef au y farute Contingent, And 
therefore; ir cafe Frier had Bin ridt'ts deny ; God Hall 45-cer- 
rainly \predifted, tharÞHe would not: deny : finee fo the 'Swp- 
poſttion had:bin quite-rou , viz, that Peter, rightly ufing 

'his'' Liberty ef 'Eleion; would determitieit; hot ro'a Negs- 
Yon , but” ff-ntr Fein 4c ' may Tafely" conthide 

(1)thar"Prevs Abilegitive Was Butte, an#{ 'thet God both 
previſed ave ptzdifted the fame, upan no other Meteffiry bit: 
only this: thatPerer, when'it 'ſhould be in /hisown power to 
determinehinnrfelfro either part, would then aiaHy- determine 


 titnſefrither ro'DI/clthty and/'Hbjwre, thaibivn, and avon, 
. LY . | 


Article 6, 
The Solution of 
the ſame by 
the Phil»/opbe; s 
proving that the 
d: nite Prxno- 
rion of future 
Contingents, 
isno Cauſe of 
their definite 
Contingency : 
bur, e contra, 
the efiaity of 
their Faturition, 
the cauſe of 
their definite 
Pranotion, 


his Maſſer, * "Thus the Divints,1ts ; © 1 


. it » > 15 U&E IU ,2. 
'"-®nfthis the*P hily/ophert. "Nth quia DI Yefinirs mount 
Contingentin, tdto ills eventara funt. Neque efim, qa Dit 
norunt, ideo 'neceſſarid eveninit ; ſed quia, um nature ſint 
ancipitts ttt tales, ater taltm'txtbebuyt x8; \norunt Dii 
were ute, Joy Hem whtire banc” ded "WP Ootfingens, 
ex fun qaidtne natwrai tefiniroin; fr, fed ve par ninth wot iria 
Deopum thfrritiini Puinethant confer, weſt ra'quoeue "Wotitia 
Contingent Aefiniro ' cognafci'; "enum, vis. \proprit Contingens 
artimteps now fir : ſedmeceſſaris confequitsr antegreſſas,cnr fiat, 
Cufas : 'Saith  Anmonins| (in' rb: de irtterprin) Phe whole 
fyportance whereof is this: Thiacctho finite pittndicw dFCon» 
thiventFBy God, is ihr no*rthtidn the Eaule- of ther Wefidite 
” Contingency; 
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Comitgency:; but, their being of rhew(elves-dafinixely» Fugue, 


or their Amdigairy being tobe determined-to- Pefinity, of Fu-! 


turition, is the Cauſe of their przaotion by God. Fax, 

2 Crntigen be. Indefinite, in relpet to igs owri narure, & 6 ys 
equally determinable, by the Liberty of irs-Cautes; 'toceicher «f 
rwo contrary Events :. yer, in reſpe& co che: Prewortie of Gd, 
ie-is Definite ; becauſe God hath an infathble. prenotiva,, to) 
which of -rwo contrary. Events its Cautes will: determine . ir. 
All which may 'be confirmed 4' Mineri, from the Prizxaotian of 
Man ; experience afluring, that Phyficians' frequencty prog- 


noſticate and predict-che deach: of their deptored Patients, - 
eyen'tod an-hour.-7 Not thaz'their" Pcogaofticks have any: influ< 


ence upon the Diſeaſe, to determine it z0'Mortal, when yet 2is 
Dubious : but-'that the determination of the/ diteate from 
Dubious to definitely Mortal, by its cauſes, .is the ground of 
their Prognoſtick. | | 


- Here leſt we be miſconceivecto confound Divine and Human Article 7: 
Pracognition; wo advertiſe ;' that \ihe Pramotion of God is bus j7b* Diſpuriry 
fallible; becauſe 4 Priori, 5. e.- He foreknows Continsents, ws 6g 


while they-are yet only in Poſſibility, and in the womb of their Prznotion. 


Cauſes ; nor tohim, whodemands, Why, or How God fore- 
knows Events, While they;are- yet in the Da 
Futurity ? can any other reſponſe be given, bur this, that He js 
Omniſcient, i.e. God : but the Prenotion, or (rather)\Pre/agiti- 
tion-of man, is Fattacions, becauſe defumed 4a Poſteriori, fro 
Effet educed extra Canſas, into atual Exiſtence. 


thus." God 'Foreknows that Peri (hall fall fick; 


Whichvaſt Diſparity may be moſt adzquately Exemplified Article 8, 
| agd The ſame 

die of fuch \or ſuch a diſeaſe, viz.,-2 Peftilent Fever:-- How > #96. 

becauſe -He fareknows,” that thoſe:Cauſes, whichin -reſpeR to | 


the Ambiguity or Indifferency of their event may, or may nor 


oenerate an iften(e faction and malignity in the humors © = 
of Peters body, ſhall loſe that theis Poſſibility, and determine "nt 


themſeheseo the sfual produdtion of that particular midligr 
by peſtifentia] inquinament in his- blood; which conflinneth the 


X x 2 efſence 


—— 
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rk, or Nothing of | 
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eſſence of that diſeaſe : and that the diſeaſe ſo generated will 
beſo violent and inoppugnable by the wand any —___ 
Temperament of Peters body, being too weak to ain 2 
diſproportionate ———— will r heh be diſfolyed, and ſo 
Death ſhall inevitably ſucceed. . , 

But the Phyſician can only conjeftwre, that Peter way fall 
fick of ſuch a malignant Feyer ; why, becauſe He diſcovers that 
Peters przvious Intemperance- hath prepared the continent 
Cauſe, or Fewell for a purrid Fever ; and that the acceſs of 
Malignity, either by Contagion communicated, or from an in- 
renſe Corruption of humars internally kindled, may, according 
to the Aptitude of its nature, ſeiſe upon that prepared fewell, 
and Ferment it into a peftilential Fever : but Definizely He 
doth not know, that Peter. ſhall fall fick of ſuch a peBilential 

. diſeaſe; inregard, ir tranſcends the maximes of his Art, and 
the Capacity of his limited Reaſon, to foreknow, whether the 
Poffibility of ſuch an EffeR from ſuch Cauſes, ſhail be -derer- 
mined to Necedſ » Nox can He przdit, that Peter being! in-', 
vaded with that diſcaſe, ſhall certainly periſh thereby ; untilt 

the Dubioſity of the Fever be aCtually determined to Zethalir) : 
for then, from Symptoms, that ſignify the total Succumbency 6r 
yeelding of Nature to the viftorious fury of the diſeaſe, he may, 


ja good warrant and honour, przſage the imminent death of 
erer . C. " 


ya a 


Suxcr, IV. 


; | + m———_ Difliculty, being ere&ed upona certain 
Arice1 . circumyenting Socraticiſme , os gray Sadie 
Capical Diff (moſt adzquately denominated by Cicero (de Fato) dpyds xvyrs, 
culty, erected 1gnave Ratio, an unatlive Argumentation ; becaule, pravai- 
upon a ſophiſm lng upon the mind, ic ſtupefies the ſame to a —_ Sve- 
_ Ignave xeſs, or Supinity, by charging even the Thoughts of eyery man 
becer bor P98 the abloluce and inoppugnable przordination of Deftiny ; 
Theology, an& 2nd conſequently adnibilaupg the uſe of Pirty, Predence, and 
Philoſophy. Corcum- 


— 
MM — 
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CircamſpeFtion in all the ations of 'our 'lives) on »that' fide 
which refpeReth Theology, beattth'this forme. © - ' * 
Either I am, from Eternity, predeſtined and Elefted to imm 
ceſcible Glory ; or Reprobated th interminable miſery, If the 
Former ; then notwithſlanding all my 1mpictics, I cannot be 
Damned : if the Later , theu notwithſtanding all my pious tu- 
deavonrt, I cannot be ſaved. Big one of the twomuſt be rac : 
and therefore, fince all my Good or Evil ations are'of no avail, 
ro what end ſhall I affiift my ſelf with unneceſſary, becauſe fruits 
leſs care in any attion of my life ? Better 4s it for me, to grant a 
general Indulgence to my Geniua, and yrovide for nought, but the 
ſatisfattion of all my Senſnaldefirer ; fence that, nor ought elſe, 
can neither countermand my Eleftion, nor promove or. confirnse 
my Reprobation. | / qt 
And onthe otherfide, which reſpe&erh P>iloſophy, it is pre- 
ſented thus. If the Decree of Fate be, that I ſhall recover of ſuch 
a ſickneſs; then, whether I conſult the Phyſician, or not, 1 ſhalt 
however recover : but if the decree of Fate be, that 1 ſhall not 
recover; mtwithſtanding my aſe, or negleit of the Phyſician, 1 
ſhall not' ratover. one of the two 1s neceſſarily Future : 
"Thherefore isit vain and needleſs for me to-wſe the Phyſician, 


In order to our hoped Solxtion of this prodigious Problem, Article 2. 
we begg leaye tobe our Readers —— that among Two eminent 
Divines there are two eminent Opinions, concerning this Avoyiy- Opinions of 
Ty; or almoſt incomprehenfible myſterie ; in' both which they mng os 
hayeexpreſſed ſo opportune and becoming a Modeſty, as muſt ., ,f this Dic- 
extort 7 20m every ingenuous on not ws a worthy Acknow- ficul'y, recog» 
tedgement, bur ſuperlative Commendation. For, being redu- Pized:and thei 
ced to anadmifſion of fome kind of Neceſſity, and' confidering Jage9us Me- 
how inconſiftene any” the weakeſd Neceſſity is with Liberty, .crnonledgins 
wherein the Goodand Evil, and fo the Laxdability and. Cul- the myſtery of 
mo of all _ Actions of man, muſt be co heckin: Prdetien, 
tially radicated : thoughr it the hi point of Wiſdome *2.9< Arcanumr 
to their __— or kar = _—_ rezreat to the Pom hn 
SanQuary of Ignorance ; conceiving ita pitch ſublime 
for the moſt aſpiring 7 man to mount up > 

x 3 
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| Apoltics.s 4/ritmge!! aud ſoberly becalming the diftraRtions ok, 
their Reaſon , by the-Laudanun of 'Faich. If lp, cis no ſhame 
for us ito confels this Wonder of Pradeſtination to be Arcanym 
Divini Imperi., not. only imperyeltiga..le by the acuteſt and 
profoundeſt Speculatiou of Man, bux. altotoo. abttruſe for the 
clearerinicthgence of dogelr.-i nl ot 1 ond, 
The Forwer opigion Rates the Abſiruficy thus,... That God, 
from alletzmicy ; did Ptzdeftinare;; oe. Efect, out of the whole 
Rock, or mals of mankind a definite number of perſons,to whom, 
fine allis eorum meritia, operibuſve bonis previſie, cf ex. pura 
f#6. Bonitate, without any . reſpe&t . 2x, all ro bis Pravifion of 
their Good works, but miectly of his\gwn Fayaur and Brnignity, 
'He had decreed opp He decxcod to Kepro- 
bate, or Damneroeternal Infelicity;yer,ex previſis. e07um malis 
operibas, in reſpet to. his previfionof tlicir-Fucure Eyilworks, 
The other thus. That God: did as well -przdeſiinaze ſome 
mem. to Glory, from his pravifion of cheir. Good ; 'as other to 
miſery, from his przviſion of their Ewil ations. Or thus. ,God, 
from Eternity, decreed to create. the World, - and therein 2 certain 
number ef ' men, who ſhould'be- capable:of deſerying. well, ar 
ill at che hands of his Mercy, or Juſtice, -accardiog to the. right 
uſe, or abuſe of that Liberty of their Underſtanding and Will, 
which He waspleafed ro endow thetn ivithall. And, 'compaſ- 
' konating the Decepribiliry-of cheir :Nacure, He 816 decreed to 
difftuſe-upon theſouls of all men, thaci Superratugal Afſitance; 
which Divines call $ «ficient Grate;;* that fo they; whirſhould, 
by the right uſe bf their EleRive Liberty; husband their Rock or 
portion of ſufficient Grace, to empower them to the .perfor- 
mance. of Good - Actions, ſhould be EleSted ro Glory :- bur 
they, who ſhould abuſe both their .Liberty , and. his Auxilianc 
Grace, to the doing of Evi. Actions:, ſhould be Reprobated to 
miſery. © And' finally, becauſe He. foreſaw, that fome would 
rightly uſe his: Auxiliatory Grace,. and conftamly perſeyere in 
that ftate of Piety untill death ; andthat others would negle, 
condemn, 'and -abuſe- it, and neyer repent -perfeRly,: bur dic in 
that HKorrid Rate 'of Impiery, : therefore: did Hledecree everlaſting 
Gloty torhoſe;and-as lating miſery rozbeſe.11 And this we con- 
0 ceiye 
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reive to be the- moſt ince] ible x nfl , 
Enigmacal Subject: >. Cs Ea ; ae en 


__ o - rd rwo Opinions, the = ny as wholly in- > A LA 
capable xpedirion from the intricare of the pr © E 
celes Tafervegarory Sophiſme as he Able Decare oP Re. 0 undo 
robarion is of a fyll-Conciliation th the Liberry' of trans Will. of Expedirion 
or what: Liberty tan remain po thoſe men by a dettee from the $0- 
Antecedentto atl-previſion of their furgre are Geol i Deed ne $7 Ignava 
deſtinate reg I And ber pf 0-5 _ 


remajni To 4cco 
Een bs 
telerye Danination Ererdaf” ar the triburdl Divine: 

Tn that caſe, Would the Dexree of ther oo be cluded and 
countrmanded. Nor is it 1eſs Comradictory, to reſerve a 


to thoſe, who are Reprobaze : fince, forthisreafondlone, 
fre > Hotwithſtan- 


ITE ir is impoſſity. 'r then tat 
chres rh the e tlbiniber "of the 'Ele#. "Apd 

't e at 

ig arag atl be,” and Juftly Na we truth 
bat bowls poſſible frtheln ts) doe hop ooty and not Evil of 
Neceffity, when the decree of their Re pribetion.is fuppoled An-- 
tecedenr ©o Gods Previſiqh "of thefonim.ooneurk, or racy 
of their Will to the tenor i oO tar Decree; { whet th Ara 
eftſuch'Heplorable wrerthes,” to Whotn nk of the 
ation op evil Adiatis otily ferdhi Mite Ts onde 
Difficulty. of Difficulties, wary erniuent” 'of the Chaire - 
as well in Univethities,” as Synods; baye' Fbricatedfor heme 

2s maty SunFtuari of Di inRtions. Sorng adfcribj 

a Re Science onditigh Ap "gf Hypathe pathetycal ( Faday 
een Ancrky Fanrhy cds Tote tely de- 
the Acpteels ors £, as.the more then” gene- 

js fearned, D'. Prideausbath fityrically pbſerved (in pate®?- 
- Scient, Medi ) de genuind Lax Ft "hand ſegnius ac de 
mers vie Tater; nts Wh 1 Reg, 3: oft deceriarunn, there- 


paſſionate and} 4, corfli: berween.. Fonſeca, 
AGB had, thfibr Lovavieufir, &c. Jeldits, - 


* 
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F as Was. betwixt the. rwa! Hatlots 
br rin the Hom ls > Child): others requiring, if notto 
the juſtification of the Decree ic (elf, yer atleaſt to jultify the 
Execution thereof, the concurſe of Good works, ſo necefiarily, 
that no man can eyer atrain to Glory, but by the ſcale of Merits, 
go thoſe of our wg Ee and others apart or extenua- 

the EleQive Liberty of maninto a . meer and fimple Libenc 
which we haye more then once ſpecificd, and Mon nn de eobed) 
(ich vetur atzempring to ſalye the Non ancy thus ; that 
the Ele& are therefore yr acopa becauſe rhey 9% Good works 
Libently, or Willingly ; ; and likewiſe, that the Reprobate ace 
alſo Free, becauſe they Yor cheir, Evil works Libently.: Hereup+ 
on,. (him, who M charge upon them with this Vngttive 
| Argumentanion., fo ; thatthere is very 
i{oa, why every man, « "with chis Libency, ſhould 


moſt ſtrenuoully endeyour the contane praiſe of Good, rather | 


then Evil : becauſe, though He be uncerrain of the Decree con- 
cernig bis EleQtion Fo Fare yer. is He certain, of this, 
that mn hl al ever. be aſlumed into. Glory, unleſs he ſhall 
have done ve en opicy ded the Cele tial Eden, ualeG 
vil, Faris ch they add, that it isthe main 
Hex. of eyery. man, to the urm his power, to aſcertain 
po elf ra ther _ Mao b ep eyyipocein 00d ; $269 Fo 
eprobation;, by a debaue te refignation 0 
Kbyte of his: -Willto all an hy of- Evil-: that ſo, he 
may Prayct, of (8 or mitiga wil Fear and Anxzety, which muſt 
Foiguary uricel candy ric his mind, during his whole life, 
confidence, that from God, who is infi- 
Fo and Juſt, ke hath no cauſe to expe&t evil, while the 
Icope of all his endeyours is, todeſerye wy 2 at tealt to obtain 
cy athis hand. -To cope, leſtman ſhould jn the-incerim 
eicher Glory in himſelf, asi He ought, according to juſtice, to be 
Eloted, 2 dis good works fake ; or Complain of the rigour of 
the Decree of Reprobarion, murmuring thatit was not his 
fault, why his name was notinſcribed in the Book of life : 
check his Glorying with this cooling card of the Apoſtle, © He 
me! guis te diſcernit? and huſb his Complaint with, Tw qui es, 


qui 
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gui reſpondeas Deo? Nunquiddicet vas Figulo, quare me feciſts 


fic? Nunqnid facere ili licet alind vas in honorem, alind ver; 
in contumelianm ?: ( Roman, chap. 9. ver.21.) And if this fati 
not ; they here ſet bounds to Curiofity, and lime the wings of 
thoſe Eagle Wits, who would ſoare higher then the lower region 
of the mylterie, with that graye advice of the Canonized Doctor: 
Quare hunc trahat Dens, illum vero non trahat, noli judicare, 
þ non vis errare; or that modett rule of Cornelins Tacitus, San- 
Hin & reverentins viſum,de attis Deorum credere,quam ſcire. 


But as for the Second Opinion ; to our firſt inquiſition, that Article 4. 


{cemes capable of extrication from the forementioned Labyrinth, 
without "much difficulty thus. 7aw (fays Adraſti, or the 


great Part, Cx= 


Fatiſt) either Elett to glory, or Reprobate to miſery, by an eter« tricated from 
nal Decree of God, This we grant to be moſt true ; but with beiach Lz- 


this additional qualification : that Himſelf is Now the Cauſe, 
why He was from eternity Eleft, or Reprobate. For, He is 
how in that yery ſtate, in which God foreſaw that he would be, 
when educed into exiſtence, endowed with reaſon, at aſſiſted 
with ſufficient Grace, for the clear diſcernment of Good from 
Evil; and it now depends upon the Liberty of his Will, that 
God hath przviſed him operating good or evil : ſo that the 
Dectee of his EleRion, or Reprobarion, is ſubſequent or poſteri- 
or to the Divine Przvifion of his furure good, or evil Demerits. 
To ſpeak yet louder ; God therfore Elefed him to Glory, becauſe 
He Loren that he would uſe both the Liberty of his Under- 
Randing and Will, and that Supernaturall Light , or Divine 
Grace, whichthe Compaſſion of God vouchlated for his Afſi- 
Rance, as heonght, to enable him to lead an honeſt and pious 
life : and therefore Reprobated him to miſery, becauſe He For - 
ſaw that he would A 8 the Lights of _ us Grace, in 
conſtantly and impenitently doing ations point-blank repugnant 
to their Smaws_wr importune Adviſoes. T his being inferred, 
| the Fatiſt cannot but perceive, that it lyes on his part, now to 
doe well, and with all the nerves of his Mind to Cooperate to, 
Divine Grace : that ſo God, from eternity foreſeeing that his 
Conformity to the diRates of his Gnen may hays E A 

IS | on: 
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For if he ſhall counterinfle& his- Will co the Inclinations of Di. 

vine Grace, and purſue Evil : thoſe Eyil works ſhall be very 

they, which God from eternity having reſpeR unto, hath Dam- 
him for the Guilt of them, and impcarnitence for them, 


Article 5. - Norcan He elude this truth, by pleading ; that God doth 
The Fatiſts from eternity Forekyow, whether He ſhall be EleRt,or Reprobate: 
the Inf For y and that therefore of Neceſſity he :fba/l be, what he 3/11 be ; 
of Divine © fince the Divine Science isuncapable of Elufron, or Aſntability. 
Prznotion, Becauſe, though God, indeed, had an infallible Przcognition, 
precluded, om Eternity, whether he would be Predeftinate, or Reprobate, 

yet is that Þ irion grounded upon his own eternal Decree, 
and that eternal Decree grounded upon his eternal Przyifion of 
the Fatiſts Good or Evil life. So that the aftual Derermitation 
| of the Will of man to the conſtant proſecution of Good, is the 
Baſir,or firſt Degree in this myſterious Climax of Predeſtination; 
the Previſſon thereof by God, the ſecond ; the reſpeRive Decree 
of God, the third ; and his indeceptible Pre/cience the fourth 
andlaft, Not that theſe A4ntece/ions and Conſecntions are 
Temporany, i. e- not that the Preſcience of God is poſterior to 
his Decree ; and his Decree poſterior to his Przviſion (for thoſe 
3. make but one fimpleand intire AR in the Divine IntelleR and 
Will : and Eternity is but one permanent Now, incapable of 
Diviſion, becaaſe of Ceſſation) really, bur Azrhropopathically : 
5.e.that narrow and remote Man,when he ſpeculates the nature of 
his own Free-w1ill.and that of — ice,as integrally Con- 
ſiſtent ; is neceſſitated, for comprehenhon ſake, to ſuppoſe ſome 
Momenta Rationws, or Priority and Poſteriority in Eternity, as 

Article 6. wehave fingularly enunciated in the 2, Artict. 4. Seft.6. chap. 

A ſecond ſub- precedent, 
__ of me 

web Again, the Fatiſt can juſtly promiſe to himſelf no greater pro- 
- v7 ama teRion by this farther objeRion;thar,;f the Divine Deeree be 0b 
to Prenotiog, quent to Divine Previſion : therefore is is in his power to ftagger 
eb 1mPplicae the Certitude of the Decree, and diſſolve its rigour into an arbi- 
map +a trary Mutability, Why? becauſe the Decree is not made 
Mutability, fs ſupponendo, quid eſſet faftwrnus, but upon a boppaſonnting 
preycated, rence 
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|. 2 = * 


» i. 5 


 Chap.10. Concaliated to Providence Divine. 


— 


_347_ 


the furure Aﬀions of his life would be : and the - [mmmurability 
* thereof is <ftabliſhed\upon the Neceſſity Suppoſitional, which 
can diminiſh nothing of the Liberty of man, as we have more 
thea once profeſledly eyinced, 


And aslittle ſolid reaſon hath He to argue thus. If God did 
therefore Ele& me, only becauſe He eternally przviſed thoſe 
Good works, which I now do: then (ipſe ero, qui me diſcernam) 
ſhall 1 my ſelf be to my ſelf the Author of my Diſcretion. For, 
tis not man, whoby his own ſingle power can make this Diſcye- 
tion, þut the yery Grace of: God alone ; without which no man 

<aneyer attain ſo high as the foot of Goodyels, | 


 Conclude we, therefore; though it be not difficult tomans Rea- 
ſon, to-itiveſtigate the Canſe, Why God was pleaſed to or- 
dain this veſſel for Honour, and that for Diſhonour z why He, 
by the vigotous Magnet of his ſpeci ongoey doth Attract 
this, and not that man ; Rill diſpenfing a ſuffi 

his illuminating Grace to all men : ſince it is not oblcure, that 
the Concurſe, Conſpiracy, and Cooperation of thismans Will to 
that /«fficient Grace, may inoffenfiyely be conceived to be the 
Cauſe, atleaſta Cauſe, and ſo & contre, Yet isit (andthe Acu- 
teſt Wits have, from the Flaws madein them by the more then 
Adamantine Hardneſs of this Rock, had great reaſon to con» 
cure it will always continue) the moſt Deſperate Difficulty, 
that ere ed the Cogitations of inquifitive Mortality, to 
explore the reaſon, why God made men of ſuch a condition, as 
that ſome would te deftinate to Honour, and others to Diſho- 
nour ; and not All men ſuch, as that they ſhould willingly ſuffer 
themlelyes to be AlleRed by the Loadſtone of his Love, or be 
willing to cooperate to his Grace diffuſed upon them : when, 
had it ſeemed conyenient to his Wiſdome, He might have made 
All men ſuch, as that they would, with all ardency of AﬀeRtion, 
and force of their Wills, haye Cooperated to his Grace, and fo 
have bin EleRed to Honor. And certainly, from hence alone, 
© that our Deletion of Virtue, or Vice (conforme to which our 
Minds are cartied on with a kind of infrenable Tendency ; and 
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to which the Przviſion of God being extended, He hath either 
Eleted, or Reprobated) is neceſlarily- dependent upon the- 
Notions, or Species of things objeRed to our Senſes, and tra- 
duQiyely to our Cognoſcent Faculty : there remains ro us more 
then a great occaſion of applauding and admiring the Modeſty 
and judgement of the Apoſtles Exclamation, 5 Alritndo ! eſpe- 
cially when the Exhibition, or Preſentation of thoſe Notions, 
and Species doth depend upon that Concatenare Series, or ſub. 
akernate ſyntax and Diſpoſition of Cauſes and EffeAs, which 
God, when He Created the World, according to the Model 
of his own imperſcrutable Wiſdome, thought good to inſtitute. 
And this we have judged to be a faichfull Summarie of what 
the Divines Reſpons to this Circzxan Charm, or Sophiſme of 
Adraſtus contamneth. | 

The Remnant of our Aſſumption, is only to contra& thoſe 
voluminous Diſcourſes of Philoſophers, which perpendicularly 
point at the Solution of the ſame moſt bloody and impious So- 
phiſme, into a fey medullary or eſſential lines, 


rtieleg, Plutarch (de Fato) as Platos Interpreter, infiſting upon the 
The former © prxrecited Adequation of Fateto the Civil Law ; hopes to 
RI v8- decidethe mighty Controyerſy by diftinguiſhing thus: Tamerſs 
bart difſolyed omnia, que fiunt, Fato contineantur ; non tamen Fato omnia 
by inane freri : ac ejuſmod; eſſe ea; que Contingenter, ſive Libert, ac 
Diſtin&ienz « Fortwito fiunt. Thatthough all chings, which come to pals, 
OP All « are contained in Fate ; yet are not all things effeRed By Fate : 
4: tram _—_ » and particularly thoſe Eyents, which are meerly Fortuicous, 
yet all areme < and thoſe which are effeed by Arbitrary Agents. Nov, ac- 
cauſed by Fate, cording to this eminent DiſtinRtion, we may concede ; that it is, 
indeed, comprehended in Fate, not only that Thou, being caſt 

upon the thorny bed of Sickaeſs, ſhalt or recoyer, or periſh, 

but allo that thou ſhalt or Conſult, or Negle& the Phyſician : 

But poſitively deny, that therefore either thy Conyaleſcence, 

or Death is Fatal, fince tis Contingent ; as allo, that thy uſe, or 


negleR of the Phyſician, is Fatal, fince tis Arbitrary. 
Notwith- 


Wil 
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Notwkhſtanding this nice and ſpecious Diftintion , we 
confeſs, there remains a Diffics/ry, and ſuch a one as the grea- 
teſt Oedipnſes of the World may, withour diſhonour to their 
Perſpicacity, deſpair of itsſatisfaRory Diſſolution ; viz. How 
it can be, fince there is ſome Cauſe, which conduceth rather to 
thy Convaleſcence, then Deftruftion; or, e contra, rather to 
thy DeftruRion, then Convaleſcence ; and ſome Cauſe,. which 
induceth, or inclineth thee rather to Conſult, then Negle& the 
Phyſician, or, # contra, ratherto Negle&, then Conlult him: 
and fince thoſe Canſes had others Antecedent to them, and 
thoſe were connected to others, and thoſe to others, &c. retro- 

rade along the chain of Fate : Howit can be, we ſay, thar 
ſe Effects, being admitted to be Contained in Fate, may nor 
be alſo admitted to be Cauſed by Fate, 9. when we 


cannot, without paſſion, quarrel at his ConſtruQtion, who ſhall | 


tell us;that to be Contained in Fate, is as much as to be connefed 
to the Series of Canſes, and that little leſs, then to be EfteQed 
by Fate. To palliate, not cure the Itch of Curioſity in this par- 
ticular ; we ask leave, with the ſublimeſt and moſt daring 
Contemplators ofthe World,to recurr to that General Aſylum; 
Non debet Humana Sapientia ſupra Divinam illam gloriars, 
juxta quam veramur [crupuloſins inquirere, quamobrem Dens 
fic ue 9"; And thisthe reaſon was of our ſaying, that the 
ſecond opinion of Divines, to our firſt infpe&ion, ſeemed capa» 
ble of Extrication from the Labyrinth of the Fatiſls VnaFive 
Argnmentation : for our ſecond and more profounding medita- 
tions haye found it. far otherwiſe, - However, we judge it wor- 
thy our Readers *Patience; hereto acquaint himſelf with the 
ſubtle Evaſions of ſome Philoſophers, eſpecially when He 
ſhall ſuryey them in epitome. 


Plato (in ro. de Repnb.) fagely' diſcourſing about the fu- 
ture Infuſion of Soxls into Bodies, imaginerth ſome certain Sortes, 
or Lots ; which Lacheſis diſtibuting to ſouls, as ſhe pleaſes, 
thus inaugurates them : Non vos Demon excipiet, ſed vos De- 
monem eligetis ; your Genius ſhall not obtrude'ir ſel{, upon you, 
; Yy 3 : bur 


Article 10. 
The inſufficr> 
ency of thar 

itinRion, r@ 
the total ſolu- 
tion of theDif- 
ficnlty , duely 
acknoyledged, 


Article 11, 
The moſt pro- 
miling Reſpon= 
les of ſomePhi. 
loſophers, con- 
ciſely przſen- 
red ; vir, of 

I, 


P lato, 


w The Liberty of mans will, Fortune, and Fate, Chapto. bs 


but every one ſhall ele& his owa particular Genius. And ſoon 
after, as a Comment upon-his former Parable, - He ſuperaddeth 
thus much; Virtas ſola extra omnem ſeryitntis. noxam eff ; 
libera plane & ſervire neſcia : quam pront quis vel honoratit, 
vel negliget ; ita plus vel minus ex ea poſſidebit, Culpa omnis 
eſt penes eligentem ; Deus eft extra omnem culpam. Virtue 
« i$ alone ſuperior to all ſervitude and compulſion, being abſo. 
« lutely Free, and neſcious of ſubjeRion : of. which every man 
« ſhall poſſels more or leſs, according to his eſtimation, or neg- 
« le& thereof. All blame is lodged on the EleHors fide : and 
« none can be on Gods. In both which parabolical przſenta- 
tions collated, we need not the opticks of Sphinx to diſcover a 
lively adumbration of the Later opinion of Divines, which is 
yet warme in our memory ; for therein appears a ſhadow or 
pale deſcription of Divine Predeſtination, joyned hand in hand 
with the future uſe of mans Liberty : and this becomes the 
more viſible by YVirtze, which is but the repreſentative, or ſuc- 
cedaneum of Divine Grace, _ 

And as for the mythology of his imaginary Sortes, or Lots ; 
Plotinus (Enn. 2. lib. 3. cap.15.) unriddleth them tobe, not 
only the Diſpoſition of the Univers, at what time the Soul is 
immerſed into the body; nor only the individual Temperament 
of the Body , derived by traduction from the Parents ; nor onl 
the condition of the Climare, region and place ; but alſo All 
other Extraneovus Influences, by which the Mind may be either 
Adjuvated, or Impeded, in its right Ratiocination, Judicature, 
EleRjon, and Proſecution of Goo or Evil. | 

Seneca (in 2. Nat. 2neft. 35.) vindicating their Devotion, 
who fled to the SanRuary of Prayers, Vowes, and Expiations, 
as 2 more certain Przſervativefromthe Combuſtion of Light- 
ning, then a Chaplet of Laurel (whoſe caſe holds no remote 
Analogy to theirs, who in fickneſs addreſs to the Phyfician) 
hath this obſervable-and pertinent paſſage. Hoc habent commune 
nobiſcum, quod nos quoque exiſtimamns vota proficere, ſalva vi, 


ac poteſtate Farorum. Qucdam enim a Dis immortalibus ita 


ſuſpenſa relifta ſunt, nt in bonum vertant, ſ admote Dis pre- 
ces fuerint, ſo vota ſnſcepta» Ita non eſt hos contra Fatum, fn 
| 9pm 
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ipſum quoque in Fatoeſt, Ant futurum, inquit, eſt, ant non. 
Si futurum, etiam fi non ſuſceperts vota, fiet. Falſa eſt interre- 
' gatio; quia illam mediam inter iſta exceptionem preteris, Fa- 
turum, inquam, hoc eſt, ſi vota ſuſcepta fuerint. Hoc quoque 
nece(ſeeft, inquit, Fato comprehenſum ſit ; aut ſuſcipiat vora, 
aut non. Puta me tibimannus dare, & fateri hoe quoque Fato 
eſſe comprehenſum, ut utique fiant vota ; ideo fient- Fatum 
eſt, me Hic diſertns fit ; ſed 6 literas didicerit» Ab codemw 
fato continetur, ut liter as diſcat ; ideo diſcet. Hic Dives erit : 
ſed fi navigaverit. Aninillo fati ordine, quo patrimonium itt 
' grande promittiter ; hoc quoque protinus fatumeſt, ut naviget, 

ideo navigabit, Idem dico tibi de Expiationibas ; effugies pe- 
ricula, þ expiaverit prediftar Divinitus minas ; at hoc quoque 
fato eſt, ut expiet ; ides expiabit, &c- 

And Chryfippus (apud Agellinm, 1ib.6.:ap, 2.) being preſſed 
hard by the ſame ponderous Argument of the neceſſary Exhi- 
bition of the Species of objefts of the Mind; is driven to affimi- 
late the Mobility of the Mind to that of a Cylindre, or Bowle, 
which in reſpe&t to both its Gravity and Figure, is naturally 
indifferent either to acquieſce, or be agitated, according as it is 
either permitted to its own quiet, # p/ano, or deturbed from-it, 
by anexternal impuls. And this upon Defign, by that familiar 
Compariſon to illuſtrate the Liberty of the Mind to be of ſuch a 
conſtitution ; that though it cannot but be commoved by the 
Species of ObjeQts irruent through the oates of the Senſes: yet 
nevertheleſs is it ſtill in its own power to afford, or deny its 
aſſent untothem, 5. e. or to E/eft, or Rejeft them. Which was. 
our only ſcope, in our przcedent Diſcourſe concerning the Firſt 
Mations of &% 

Chryſippus are theſe, Sicut (inquit) lapidem Cylindrum, þi per 
ſpatia terre prona atque dernta jacias ; cauſam quidem ei, & 
$nitinm —_— facis ; mox tamen ille preceps volvitur ; 
on quia tu id jam facis; ſed quoniam ita ſe modusejus & for- 
me volubilitas habet : fic ordo, & ratio Neceſſitatis Fati genera 
ipſa, & principia cauſarum movet ; impetus vero confiltorum,, 
mentiumquet noſtrarum, attioneſque ipſas voluntas cujnſque 
propria, & animorum ingenia moderantur,, ” 
a 
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4, To which we may confarciate the moſt plauſible and pro- 
Aquinas. wiſing Relpons of a School-man. Voluirt Deus homines deli- 
berare, eligere ? Deliberant ſine ulla vi, & eligunt per volun- 

tatem. Et tamen hoc ipſum, quod elefttari furrunt, vidit ipſe 

ab etermo : ſed vidit, non coegit ; [civit, non ſanxit ; predixit, 

nou preſcripſit. Quid tirnubant bic noſtri Curiones ? Miſells | 

your alins mihi locus videtur inclariori luce, niſi quod petnlca 

mens iſta identidems ſe ſcalpit, & exaſperat, mala quidem ſcabie 

infefta litigandi, & diſſerendi. Quomode enim (inquium) fo 

Dens previdit me peccaturum, & non poteſt falli iſta previſio ; 

on peccem neceſſario ? Certe non neceſ[ario, pro tua mente : 

Libera voluntate hic interveniente. Nempe hoc previdut Dens, 

at ev modo pecces, que previait: providit autem ut libere; igitur 
neceſſario libere peccas. Satin' hoc clarum ? ſed enim Deus ipſe 

in nobis ominis mots Auttor, Communiter Anttor , fateor-: 

ſed non niſi boni Fantor. Ad virtutem accingerts ? illo ſciente 

& excitante fit. Ad vitinm ? Sciente, finente, & ſapienter 
moderante in bonum finem. 220" 


bn wondteg But alas! All this is Aer: and Curioſity is ho Chamalcon, 
ſponſes wquita- For though we extend theſe” duftile Diſtinfions to the ex- 
bly audited, & treme of their capacity, and rack their importance with all the 
theic imporr nerves of the ſtrongelt reaſon : yet will they at length be found 
tound to be no {far ſhort of attaining ſo much as to the outhide of the re- 
- mp wy. mote Myſterie, as Impoſlibility is beyond Difficulty, Infinite 
Freedom of 4ſ- Þ<yond Finite, Omniſcience beyond Neſcience; in a word, as 
ſent, but not of the inſcrutable Counſels of Divinity are aboye the comprehen- 
Diſſent to the fion of narrow, crafs, and frail Humanity. Had they fayd no 
will of God. more then He, who being aſſaulted with the ſame confternating 
Scruple, retumed in ſhort; Fata wolentem ducunt, Nolentems 

trahunt : © they had contraſted (but increaſed the weight of ) 

their Speculations. For that rich and emphatick Sentence com- 

prehends the ſubſtance of all their larger Evafions ; and yer for 

all that the ſumme thereof ariſeth to no more then this : Though 

man hath a power of N —_—_— yet he hath no power of Ke- 

feſtance ; i.e. though man hath ſuch a Liberty, that he may be 

drawn Noet-anwillingly, yet not ſuch as that be may = be 

awn 
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drawn Vnwillingly ; or, more plainly, that man hath a Free- 
dome of Aſent, but not of Diſſent ; for who bathreſifted the 
Will of God? SAthrc a] 


mcns, 

where All 

greater Prudence did the 
conſecrate his Memory to the venerable eſteem of inferior Ages, 


great Plato ever ſhew, which might 


then that in his incroduRtion of Socrates, preparing his Auditors, 
when He was to diſpute about ſome things which concerned the 
Attributes of the Divine Nature, with thus excellent , or 
uppreſſive of immoderate ſcrutiny in ſuch reſerved myfteries : 
eft , nos meminiſſe, & me qui diſſeram, & vor qui ju- 
dicabitis, Homines eſſe ; meet it is for us to remember, that both 
I who am to diſcourſe, and you who are to judge,are but Mew. 
The Arcane of Gods Decrees are like the meridian Sun ; on 
which the more we gaze, the leſs we perceive : and all we can 
oain by our audacious inſpeRtion, will be only Blindneſs and 
too late Repentance, W the moſt Learned and Acute, 
whoſe monuments of Perſpicacity are the moſt r c Gemms 
in the embroidered coate of Fame, have found their Diſquiſitions 
terminated in the ſenfible Mellifice of Bees, the contexture of 
Spiders, the quity of Silkworms (not to adyance to thoſe 
Giant Problems of thereciprocal Afflux and Reflux of the Sea; 
the ſenſible corrent of the Aer from Weſt to Eaſt under the Tro- 
picks; the Cauſe of Earthquaks ; the motions afid diftances of 
Celeſtial or Quinteſſential bodies ; the Circumference and 
"i Z z Diametre 


Article 13, 
A Debortation 
from immode- 
rate Curioſity, 
in Divine My- 
ſeries: and 
conciſe Adber- 
{4:1 to con- 
—_ unto, and 
c ul 
eſce Apr. Re- 
vealed will of 
God. 
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The Liberty of mans Will, Fortune; and Fate, Cliap. Yo, 


Diametre of the Globe Terraqueous, and its Libration or ſuf- 
penſion upon. Nothing ; the. verticity. and Alliciency of the 
Loadftone; the nature of the Soul, &c.) we ſay, whenthe moſt 
Eagle-eyed Indagators have found themſelves diſcouraged, and 
at 2 loſs in theſe minute Mechanicks of Natzre : what a di- 
ſtcaged Inſolency is it for us to Attach thoſe infinitely more 
inexplorable Abſtruſties of che Divine Pczordination, which 
are coo intenſe for the ſtronger Opticks of Cherubins > What 
did grave. and modeſt Antiquity defign, by their erefting of the 
ſtatue of chat Monſter, Sphinx, over the doores of their Tem= 
ples ?. only this ; by the commination of imminent Deftruftion, 
to deterr the Curious. from prying into the recluſe and abſcondite 
Santturs Sanftorum of the Deity, This the profound Exclid 
 morethen glanced at, when, being interrogated- by fome Phi- 
lopragmoniſt ng to confound the' Mathematicks with 
the- Meraphylicks) concerning the Nature and Politie of the 
Gods, He made this incomparable anſwer : n wy 4a bou 
US, This wy qreTptywonres 3n wot, dogarcs Tife; as for 
other things concerning the. Gods, I know nought , bur this 
I know full well , that they deceſt and- abominate the profane- 
ly Curious. And this that reverend Father alſo refleted 
on , when He ſayd; Ur multo facilins invenit ſyderum 
Conditorem humilis Pictas , quam ſyderum ordinem ſuperba 
Curioſfitas ; ita firms ſtabilique 'fide ſciamus omne Des judi- 
ciom juſtum eſſe; (& nbi inveſtigare nou poteris quare ita 
judicaret , (ufficiet ſcire quis judicaret. Since therefore it is 
impoſſible for us to- make our ſelyes privy to the Concealed Will 
of. our Creator ; all that rem:ins oa our part, is to endeyour, 
with all humility and ſerenity-, toconforme and cooperate to 
his. Revealed : aſſuring: our ſelves, that He , who is All 
Wiſdome and Goodneſs, can will nothing: but what is Good, 
nay infinitely better for us , then' what our-imperfe& and de- 
ceptible underſtanding can inftrutt. our Wilt to- defire for our 
{clves. - This was the noble reſolye of: the noble Epitetws. 
Semper ' magis vol , quod) Dews wilt, quam qued' Ego: 
adiungar ili, velut miniſter & aſſecla ; cum illo appeto, cun 
illo deſidero ,. + quod Deus. v#lt, volo,, And in truth, this = 


} 


—__—.. 


Chap. 10. 'Conciliated to Providence Divine. 355 


the only true Halcyon, that can calme all the diftraRing 4 
rempeſts of our Cares ; the unperturbed Haven , wherein the 

Weather-beaten veſſels of our Minds may ſafely Anchor, and 

bid defiance to all the imperuous Guſts of Adverſity, and 
Temptations; the Magiſterial Elixir of all vireze, and 
of all real Delight ; nay, Heaven anticipated ; and the Term. ' 
whereia both my Cogitations and Pex ſball acquieſce, 


All Glory be to God on hugh , on earth Peace, and 
Good Will towards men. 


